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Note from Pastor 

Honoring Parents and Other Authorities 

My mother is a freethinker and self-professed “hippie,” even though she was never part of that culture 

nor does she model it.  Regardless, this self-identification is how she validated her method of instilling 

the value of independence in her children.  From the youngest age, we were permitted to make our case 

to change her mind on a parenting decision by swaying her through the presentation of a rational 

argument.  Often this worked in my favor.  Sadly, this probably led to the development of my 

personality flaw of needing to debate everything.  (Which I certainly give her full credit for, just to poke 

the bear, when this tendency begins to annoy her.)   

There would come times, however, when no debate was allowed. Try as I might to strongly advocate my 

position (usually for something that I shouldn’t be doing in the first place), the answer was a mandated 

“No.”  Hoping to turn the tables by requesting that SHE defend her position, I would receive the dreaded 

dagger to the heart: “Because I am your mother.”  This appeal to her position of authority may be a 

fallacy in a conventional debate, but it stands firm as a killing blow in a dispute between parent and child 

in a Christian household.  “Because I am your mother” is not appealing to her own authority, but to the 

authority of the One who has entrusted the child into her care and to whom she must give an account. 

The Lord commanded in Exodus 20:12: “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long 

in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.”  Applying the good Lutheran question, Luther 

concluded from applying the example laid out in Scripture that this means: “We should fear and love 

God so that we do not despise or anger our parents and other authorities, but honor them, serve and 

obey them, love and cherish them.”  When we honor those in authority, it is not only them who receive 

our respect.  It also shows respect and gratitude to the God, whom they represent.   

Even from the womb, as we learn the voice of our mother and father, they are already revealing God to 

us through their love and care.  Through them God bestows life and enriches us as they nurture us in our 

daily lives and point us toward the Father’s gracious providence and salvation through His Son.  If we 



 

 

win the birth lottery, they even bring us as babes to be born again through the water and the Word, that 

our whole lives may be filled with a confident faith in our redemption through Christ.  How can we 

possibly thank God for blessing us with these people who love us with a love that more closely 

resembles His love for us than anyone else?  We thank Him by honoring, trusting, loving, and obeying 

them the way we would do for Him. 

God’s gift of family is the heart and starting place of all human relationships.  A father and a mother (and 

siblings, if we are so blessed) teach us: how to love, how to trust, how to serve, how to sacrifice, how to 

forgive.  They also protect us from danger and discipline us when we err in order that we may know 

peace and rejoice in the goodness of this world and life.  In order to accomplish this more fully, God 

extends the responsibility and duties of parents to other authorities.  Guardians, pastors, teachers, 

employers, and governmental officers serve as God’s representatives as they assist parents in carrying 

out the support and protection we need.  The church is entrusted with caring for our souls as part of 

God’s right-hand kingdom.  The government represents God’s left-hand kingdom and, thus, is entrusted 

with the care of our bodies.  The father and mother are entrusted with both. 

Good parents and good authorities reveal God to us.  (Not that God is defined by their actions, but that 

His lovingkindness and mercy are reflected in them.)  But what about when parents and authorities are 

cruel, wicked, or evil?  There is a reason why every fiber of our being cries out at the injustice of a parent 

or authority that abuses a child.  Although they probably could not articulate why (other than simply 

saying that it is naturally wrong), even those who do not know God—even those who reject God—have 

a visceral reaction when those who are meant to be His representatives use His authority and image to 

destroy that image through the abuse of power.   

Are all parents good?  No.  Are all authorities good? No.  But their sin does not negate the vocation they 

have been called to, nor does it diminish the integrity of the office.  Their calling finds its honor in God, 

not in the works of man.  Therefore, the respect and honor of the office remains even if the person 

holding the office is not honorable.  This is also why Scripture commands us to obey and respect our 

parents and other authorities, even if they are hostile to us, unless they attempt to use their office to 

force us to violate God’s will and word.  It should also be noted, that just because an authority permits a 

sinful behavior, that doesn’t mean that we have permission to engage in it.  In those circumstances, “we 

must obey God rather than men (Acts 5:29),” yet do so with all gentleness and patience (Ephesians 4:2; 

2 Timothy 4:2).   

This command from God to honor your father and mother is different from all the other 

Commandments in that it also bears a promise.  God promises that obedience to this commandment 

will lead to temporal blessings.  For the initial hearers of this Commandment, it promised long life in the 

Promised Land.  This promise also applies to the general hearer of this command.  When we keep this 

commandment, we learn how to live peaceably as responsible members of society, be good neighbors 

and citizens, show respect to those whom God has placed in our lives, and be wise stewards of all that 

God has entrusted to us.  Moreover, all this equips us to be faithful witnesses to the Gospel by 

demonstrating our new life as God’s redeemed children as we love and honor His earthly 

representatives. 

May God help us to love, serve, honor, and obey those who are called to represent Him from whom all 

fatherhood is derived. 



 

 

 
Crafters!  

It’s time to start working on your favorite projects for the craft table! Last year, we had a great 

selection of gift items and $806.00 went toward the church budget. Please have your items ready 

by Sunday, October 23rd  through Sunday, October 30th. The table will be set up and ready for 

buyers on Sunday, November 6th. Contact Debby Zagone at (630) 363-3645 or email me 

at debbyzagone@gmail.com  if you have any questions. 

 
FINANCIAL NEWS 

On Aug 28th, we received $3,011 in general offerings. For Aug, we received 18,779.  Budget for 
a 4-week month would be $21,232.  Year to date, we have received $195,586.  The budget YTD 
would be $185,780.  The amount per week is $5,308.   
 
Thank you for your continued support of our church.  

   

Prayer List 
 

Long Term Illness 

  

Pastor Larry Rabon 

Pastor Dale Kaster 

(Kugler) 

Les & Mary Jordan 

(Doster) 

Brian Keeney 

Joyce (Kruse) 

Neil Motyka (Fry) 

Stacy Olson (Ryel) 

Ellen Trinka 

(Montgomery) 

Brenda Ridgeway (Amato) 

Gretchen Sweetser 

(Mincer) 

Mary Coffman (Coffman) 

Mike & Suzie Characky 

(Steen) 

Annette & Jim Bodden 

(Heaphy) 

Helen Hutson 

(Montgomery) 

Judy Fuchs 

 

Surgeries and Illness 

 

Susan Bargar & Ryan 

(Nelson) 

Homero Gonzalez 

Tony Selius 

Jananne Nelson 

Juana Maria Vela 

(Homero’s sister) 

Jan Tharp 

Mary Hill 

Miranda Shipman 

Wally Rose Mincer 

Joe Gabriel (Amato) 

Jostine McGlynn 

(Luecke’s) 

Joe McCall (Amato) 

Kathleen Fox 

Grant (McLellan) 

Agapia Dragan (Luecke B) 

Joanne Blanchard (Clancy) 

David Hawthorne 

Vicki Fisher 

Don Steen 

Louise Bauer 

Betty Ude 
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Personal and Family Concerns 

  

Troy Mckinney 

(Rappley) 

Dailyn Rappley 

Karen Ude 

Nancy Stang 

Nancy Hinshaw 

Rose Steen 

Gabriel Escude` 

Annelise Keeney (Keeney) 

Sally Hardy 

Joann Kapugi 

Kaufman Family 

Debbie Leger 

Nancy (Nelson) 

Sandi Rivers (Ryel) 

Wayne & Karen Mathis 

(Steen) 

John Characky (Steen) 

Mark & Julie Rorie 

(Armstrong) 

Melissa Shipman-Bates & 

sons Will & Cooper 

(Amato) 

Teresa Fisher & children 

Colby & Audrey 

(Kaufman) 

 

 

Homebound 

  

Sue Smith 

Ann Cheadle 

Kathleen Fox 

Lee Marquardt 

Dianne Luecke 

Jan Nelson 

Louise Bauer 

Warna Berryman 

Judy Fuchs 

Joann Kapugi 

Suzie Karnatz 

Nancy Stang 

George Fuchs 

Albert & Marianne Bugner 

  

Compassion and Sympathy 

 

 

Ministry Concerns 

 

Our Preschool staff, children & families 

Evangelical Lutheran Church & School in Laotchikit, Haiti 

Pastor Dale Kaster (Missionary, Czech Republic) 

Pastor Daniel Jastram (Missionary, Japan) 

Pastor Daniel Conrad (Missionary, Mexico) 

Pastor Delwyn Campbell (Missionary, Indiana) 

Jacob and Marie Sipes (Seminarian) 

Scott and Veronica Missling (Seminarian) 

Erik and Katie Saunders (Seminarian) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Mt. Pisgah  

LWML/Ladies Guild 

September meeting, September 12 at 1 pm in the Fellowship Hall 

 

Time to start meeting again!  The LWML/Ladies Guild meets the second Monday of every 

month at 1 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  Join us for refreshments and help plan our hands-on work 

for the coming year. 

 

Can’t make it to the meetings? 

 

Interested in what LWML is all about but unable to attend our meetings?  Starting next month, 

we will be starting the LWML Mailbox Member Program just for you!  Be on the lookout for 

more information coming soon. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

09/04 David White  

09/07 Anna Hawthorne 

09/09 Michele Escude` 

09/13 Elaine Fabricius 

09/15 Dean Glossop 

09/19 Linda Licht 

09/20 Marianne Bugner 

09/20 Garrett Hawthorne 

09/22 Vicki Fisher 

09/30 Sylvia Gonzalez

 

 
 

Outreach and Community Concerns  



 

 

The school supply drive for Hillandale Elementary was a great success; thank you to everyone who 
donated.  They were very surprised and grateful when the supplies were delivered.  We also used Thrivent 
Action Team funds to supply a lunch for the teachers and staff on their last work day before school started.   
 
The mission of the month for September is Henderson County Hunger Coalition, and specifically the 
Hunger Walk.  It takes place on Saturday, September 17th and starts in Jackson Park. The walk is “in person” 
this year so we encourage you to sign up to walk if you’re able.  You can register online at 
hendersoncountyhungercoalition.org and choose Mt Pisgah as your “team”.  If you can’t walk, please 
donate to this worthy event.  The money helps feed needy people in our county. You can write a check 
out to the church with Hunger Walk in the memo or write a check out to “Henderson County Hunger 
Coalition” and one of our members will deliver it on the day of the walk. Thank you in advance! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         
 

 

 

 



 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

The church and preschool picnic will be held on September 25, 2022.  This year the picnic will be 

held at the home of Sylvia and Homero Gonzalez from 3:00 to 8:00 PM.  There will be plenty of 

food and activities for all.  A signup sheet will be in the narthex.  We are asking you to bring a 

side dish or dessert.  More details to follow as we finalize plans. 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CAMP LINN HAVEN—Preteen Week, the first 

Preteen Week since 2019, kicked off August 7, 

2022,  with orientation and supper.  The first 

evening’s activities consisted of icebreakers.   

Each morning’s schedule consisted of pledges 

to the flags, the table blessing, breakfast, 

giving our thanks for the meal, cabin cleanup, 

singing on the pavilion, Bible study, crafts, 

and recreation.  Followed by lunch and mail 

call. 

Campers and counselors were then sent to 

their cabins for some quiet time before the 

next round of activities began.  When the bell 

rang next, campers scurried to the pavilion for 

canteen to fuel up.   

Organized recreational activities for the 

afternoon included tournaments, swimming if 

the weather permitted, counselor hide and 

seek, and dinosaur egg hunt.  The campers 

then had a little free time before the next bell 

called them to supper. 

Evening activities included zookeeper, 

kangaroo court, Bible skits, talent show, movie 

night (after a day at Tweetsie Railroad), and for 

the big finale, the Friday night dance. 

Just a note:  We sing a lot at camp.  We sing 

the table blessing before and giving thanks 

after each meal.  We sing for our mail.  We 

sing in the morning before Bible study, and we 

sing before and during evening devotions.  

When “the judge” is not available to lead us in 

song, we rely on the counselors to help us 

make a joyful noise. 

  

This guy is the “gummy bear”. 

Campers deposit their gum on 

the bear before entering the 

dining hall.   

This is the honorable 

judge of kangaroo 

court.  He instructs 

each witness to “tell 

me what happened in 

my own words.” 

Minus the robe, hat, 

and glasses, he and 

his trusty guitar lead 

us in music several 

evenings. 

Many of our activities take place in the 

pavilion, a building with over a 100 years of 

history and memories.  Thank you, members 

of Mt. Pisgah, for helping our children and 

youth make their own memories at CLH! 

TALENT 

READY & 

WAITING 

THE DANCE 



 

 

 

 



 

 

Pastor Walta Visits from Haiti 
Mt. Pisgah was blessed on Sunday, August 28, 2022 to 

have Pastor Walta Clercius preach at both services and 

present information about the work of God occurring in 

the Central Plateau of Haiti.  It was truly a weekend of 

watching miracles unfold in a country torn by gangsters 

and political corruption. 

 

What started in 2010 in Laotchikit as a single church 

under a tarp is now a thriving community of 

congregations located near Hinche in the Central Plateau 

of Haiti.  Because the village of Laotchikit is isolated, the 

gangsters who kidnap and kill for ransom in Port-au-

Prince, have not come to the area.  Church and school are 

held daily and life continues in the Central Plateau as 

normal.  That is, normal for Haiti. 

Since the Lutheran Church in Laotchikit started, people have learned of marriage, their children 

go to Christian schools, they grow crops year-round using irrigation, they receive medical 

treatment at the church’s medical clinic, their teenagers learn to sew, they hear the Word of God 

and share it with others.  Through the power of the Holy Spirit, lives are changed.  All of these 

programs are financially supported through Mt. Pisgah Lutheran Church in Hendersonville and 

Eternal Shepherd Lutheran Church in Seneca, South Carolina. 
 

On Friday, August 26th the Mission Committee met with Pastor Walta to review various mission 

projects which are supported by donations from Mt. Pisgah.  This review of pictures, reports and 

documents is part of the transparency agreements we have with our mission partners.  Below is a 

summary of the information we received. 
 

Social situation in Port-au-Prince – There are many problems in Haiti but God is in Haiti and God 

continues to take care of His children there.  Currently, Haiti does not have a President, only a 

Prime Minister.  The Prime Minister should have arranged elections within four months of the 

assassination of the President but a year later the Prime Minister claims elections cannot be held 

because of security issues.  There are estimated to be 1.5 million illegal guns in Haiti now.  

Gangsters are controlling areas of Port-au-Prince (PAP) smuggling guns into the country.  

Gangsters are kidnapping people and demanding $300,000 USD in ransom.  Inflation is very high 

with the price of rice tripling in the last ten years.  Most people do not have employment.  Gas is 

very expensive.  Pastor Walta has left the house he spent eight years building because the 

neighborhood is unsafe.    

 

There is much corruption in the government and the government does not appear to have a path 

forward to correct the huge social and security problems facing Haitians every day.   

 

Pastor Walta Clercius preached at Mt. 

Pisgah on Sunday, August 28, 2022 



 

 

   

This is NOT the situation in the Central Plateau where Laotchikit is located.  There is progress in 

the Central Plateau and many people are coming there as refugees to escape the violence in Port-

au-Prince.  Homes that took people 20 years to build are being abandoned because of the gang 

violence.  Police in the Central Plateau are diligently watching and arresting gangsters because 

they do not want the violence in Port-au-Prince to spread to the Central Plateau.  
 

People are working in Laotchikit.  The teachers in Laotchikit use their salaries to build their own 

homes, plant gardens, and start businesses.  The Lutheran School of Laotchikit is one of the best 

schools in the Central Plateau teaching students from pre-kindergarten through 9th grade.  This 

year a 10th grade will be added because it is better for the students to attend classes locally instead 

of walking four hours per 

day to school and back.   

After 9th grade, students in 

Haiti take an official 

national exam.  For the 

first time students from the 

Lutheran School in 

Laotchikit were sent to 

take the national 

examination.  Of the thirty 

students who took the 

exam, 27 students passed!  

This is a great success rate.  

So much so, the minister of 

education for the region 

called Pastor Walta to ask 

if he could visit the school.  

Teachers like to work at 

the Lutheran school in 

Laotchikit because the 

students are smart, the 

teachers receive lunch, 

basic healthcare and are paid on a regular basis.    Since Mt. Pisgah supports the school with 

funding to pay the staff, the principal of the Lutheran school is able to hire qualified teachers to 

teach the students well.  This year the congregation of Laotchikit will pay 12% of the school’s 

budget and Mt. Pisgah will pay 88%.  The school budget for the 2022-2023 school year is $22,870 

USD.  This fund at Mt. Pisgah is supported by dedicated gifts.  An additional $9,785 is needed to 

fully fund the salaries for this school year. 
 

The 10th grade will be added this year to the Lutheran School in Laotchikit by dividing a larger 

classroom into two small classrooms.  This is so the students do not have to walk two hours one 

way to attend high school in Hinche.  It is safer to keep the students attending school in Laotchikit.  

More classrooms are needed in Laotchikit to support all the students.    

 

Middle school students from the Lutheran School of Laotchikit are 

pictured here with the school’s principal, Wilna Jeannite, and the 

vicar, Roles Francois.   Both the principal and vicar are also teachers 

in the school.   

 



 

 

 

Scholarships for older students help keep children in school.  In Christian education students 

receive lessons in ethics and morals.  There are 210 students in grades 7th through 13th who need 

scholarships to attend school.  Students in 11-13th grades will continue to go to Bethel Christian 

School in Hinche which is a two-hour walk from Laotchikit.  Young Christian leaders are produced 

as the high school students in 11th through 13th grade from Laotchikit lead Bethel Christian School 

during chapel.  After the 13th grade students take the Philo national exam to receive their high 

school diploma.  Tuition, books and uniforms for one student for one school year is $120 per 

student.   Many, many students need sponsors.  
  

Laotchikit has become a nice place to live through the teachings of the Lutheran church.  People 

in Laotchikit are learning empathy for others and how to peacefully live together, respecting other 

people’s gardens, homes and property.  People learn the Gospel of ‘Love your neighbor as 

yourself.’  They are learning to put others first by loving their neighbors. 
 

This year the nurse for the school treated 651 patients.  Nurse Rene acts as a doctor for the area 

treating the sick and injured who cannot afford to go to the hospital.  He treats people sick with 

COVID, typhoid fever, stomach ailments, high blood pressure - hyper tension, urinary tract 

infections, scabies, and asthma throughout the year.  Medicine is needed for the upcoming 2022-

2023 school year which will cost about $2,400 USD.   
 

There are eleven boys and thirteen girls living in the children’s shelters at the Lutheran Church of 

Laotchikit.  The children are ages three to 15 years old.  These children may have a living parent 

but it is dangerous to live in the home due to extreme food insecurity, violence or sexual abuse. 
 

The school has seven treadle sewing machines and they hope to have 100 treadle machines in the 

future to open a sewing factory to create jobs in Laotchikit.  In 9th grade students, both boys and 

girls, learn to sew.  A sewing machine costs $215.  This summer the students in Laotchikit sewed 

choir robes for the church in Laotchikit. 
 

Twelve years after the earthquake that forced Pastor Walta and his wife, Dafne, to move to 

Laotchikit, there are twelve Lutheran churches in the Central Plateau.  There is a great need for 

qualified, ordained Lutheran pastors.  A Lutheran Seminary started a few years ago and is 

operating at the Lutheran School in Laotchikit.  These church workers will support the twelve 

Lutheran congregations.  Previously the professors came from Port-au-Prince and the seminary 

students attended class on Saturdays.  The problem now is the professors in Port-au-Prince cannot 

safely come to Laotchikit because gangs control the roads out of Port-au-Prince, so the seminary 

will meet through remote learning using computers.  The professors will teach via the internet 

starting in September.  There are 58 students attending the Lutheran Seminary in Laotchikit 

studying to become pastors and deaconesses.  A report with pictures will be sent when the 

computer system is set up.  Many security measures will be installed to prevent theft.   



 

 

One of the most successful projects is the Farming 

Projects.  With the water pumps received by funding 

from Mt. Pisgah, people are able to irrigate their crops 

and grow food year-round.  The crops growing well 

are bananas, corn, sugar cane, tomatoes, potatoes, 

beans, yams, mangos, and avocados.   People are able 

to grow food to eat and earn money by selling their 

crops in the market in Hinche.   

Here is a real example of starting small and earning 

better opportunities.  Pastor Walta gave a 12-year-old 

boy one chicken.  Later the boy gave Pastor Walta ten 

eggs.  Pastor Walta saw the boy took good care of the 

chicken and he gave the boy a goat.  When Pastor 

Walta returned the boy gave him a female kid.  (When 

a person receives a female goat, they are expected to 

give back to the church a female kid.  There are now 

300 goats in Laotchikit through this goat project.)  

Now five years later, the boy is 18 years old and able 

to buy his own cow.  

Last year the Lutheran church in Savann Haliene 

collapsed and Mt. Pisgah sent funds to help rebuild the 

church.  There is a Lutheran School at the church in 

Savann Haliene with 87 children enrolled last year.  The teachers were teaching without pay until 

Mt. Pisgah gave support of $100 per month last spring.  Now there are 100 children who want to 

attend school in the 2022-2023 school year.  They have requested that Mt. Pisgah support them 

again in the 2022-23 school year. 

The village of Savann Platt is the same as Savann Haliene where teachers teach without pay.  Mt. 

Pisgah gave support of $300 per month last spring for four months.  They request Mt. Pisgah 

support them again in the 2022-23 school year. 

Thank you for your support of the work in the Central Plateau.  The Mission Committee is working 

to ensure every dollar given is used exactly for the intended purpose all to God’s glory.  As they 

say in Haiti, “God is good all the time.  All the time, God is good!” 

                                                            

Respectfully submitted, 

Wendy White                                                   

Mt. Pisgah Lutheran Church 

Mission Committee 

 

 

 Leonise Jean is the twelve-year-old 

daughter of the gate keeper and cook at 

the Lutheran Church and School of 

Laotchikit.  She is growing bananas to 

sell for her family. 

 



 

 

 
 
Members and guests of Mt. Pisgah celebrated Pastor Walta’s visit with a picnic lunch served by Parish 

Life after church.  

 
NO NEED TO MISS CHURCH SERVICES OR EVENING BIBLE STUDY 
 

Information for accessing church service or evening Bible Study 

Online:  Video will be found on the home page at http://www.mtpisgahlutheran.com 

The service bulletin will also be available on the homepage. 

Phone:  Service will begin at 10:45 am, dial in direct with no access code to (508) 924-5662 or 

call toll-free (844) 802-6666 and enter access code 889956 

YouTube:  Recording link will be published on the home page once it is available.  

A DVD is available outside church door in the red box on the wall. 

 

 
For complete information on church events, please visit the website: 

 
https://mtpisgahlutheran.360unite.com/calendar 

http://www.mtpisgahlutheran.com/
https://mtpisgahlutheran.360unite.com/calendar

