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A Name Above All Names 

For all my generation’s flaws, we did have some standards that were not to be violated.  By no 

means was another boy permitted to insult someone’s mother; unless you were clearly making a 

joke, such as a “Yo momma so ______________ that…”  Anyone who broke this rule could expect 

to receive a sharp backlash.  Speaking poorly about one’s mother was strictly taboo.  Regardless 

of whether or not she was a “good” mother, boys understood that all mothers were to be treated 

with the greatest of dignity and respect because of who she is and the role God has entrusted to 

her.  A mother’s name was to be honored.  To honor a name is to rightly understand the authority 

they possess and our relation to them.  This is true for our interactions with our parents and other 

authorities, and it is especially true in regards to our Creator.   

Immediately following God’s command that we have no other Gods, He then establishes a proper 

relationship between God and man by commanding: “You shall not misuse the name of the Lord 

your God,” or as I learned it as a child: “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in 

vain,” which is the more accurate translation of Exodus 20:7.  Now, the first translation, which 

you will find in the Small Catechism, is more general and fits better with Luther’s explanation of 

the commandment.  It accurately conveys the meaning intended and reflects the broad way that 

man disrespects the name of God.  We will come back to that in a minute, but, as stated above, the 

second translation is more correct in terms of the Biblical text.  Therefore, we will address that 

first. 

What does it mean to use God’s name in vain?  Another way to translate it would be to use it idly 

or even flippantly.  To use something in an idle manner is to treat it as though it is meaningless or 

haphazardly.  Rightly using God’s name is to properly understand who He is and who we are in 



 

 

relation to Him.  To speak His name absentmindedly or without the dignity it deserves belittles the 

authority of God and rejects Him as being worthless.  Intentionality can change the phrase “O my 

God” from highest praise to deepest of insults.  When we use God’s name in vain the proper order 

and relationship between the Creator and the creature is inverted as we elevate ourselves above 

Him. 

Luther’s explanation of the Second Commandment states that “we should fear and love God so 

that we do not curse, swear, use satanic arts, lie, or deceive by his name, but call upon it in every 

trouble, pray, praise, and give thanks.”  To fear God is to hold a proper tension between a deep 

reverential awe at His majesty and power and an acknowledgement that our sin puts us at odds 

with a holy God.  It is the realization that He holds all things, including our very existence, in his 

hands, which can be both comforting and terrifying.  The author C.S. Lewis addressed this rightly 

in his Narnia series when the fictional characters asked if the lion, Aslan, who represented Christ, 

is safe.  The other characters responded, “Safe?  ‘Course he isn’t safe.  But he’s good.”  Scripture 

calls the fear of the Lord, “the beginning of wisdom,” because it sees God as he truly is: 

omnipotent, omniscient, omnipresent (all of which should cause us to tremble), and yet, He is 

overall loving and good.  For this reason, the fear of the Lord should always be accompanied with 

a love that trusts Him with our whole heart, since He loved us first. 

From here, Luther reasons that since we fear and love God there are certain things that we ought 

never to do as they would soil the good name of God.  We are forbidden to use God’s name to 

curse or swear.  Despite what your mother or grandmother may have told you as she washed your 

mouth out with soap, this does not mean to use profanity (That issue is actually covered and banned 

by St. Paul in Colossians 3:8 and Ephesians 5:4.) neither is Luther technically referring to using 

God’s name an expletive (that falls under vain or general misuse).  Derogatory use of God’s name 

is clearly forbidden; Luther’s intent is to prick the consciences of those who deny their violation 

of this commandment.  To curse by God’s name is to call down His wrath to inflict our enemies, 

and to swear by God’s name is to make a false oath and adding weight to it by invoking God’s 

name.  These treat God like a dog on a leash, who is bound to our commands.  The same is true 

for those who use it in satanic arts or seek to trick people by hiding their rottenness under the cover 

of God’s good name or lure them astray with false teaching and claiming it is from God.  All of 

these things cast God’s name into the muck.  If we would not permit ourselves or others to speak 

of our mothers in such a manner, how much greater should this afflict our ears and consciences 

when our Lord’s name is sullied. 

The command not to misuse or handle carelessly the name of God, however, does not mean that 

we should shy away from it completely.  God does not want us to treat Him like “He, who shall 

not be named.”  The command to not use the Lord’s name is vain is simultaneously a command to 

use it intentionally, thoughtfully, and regularly in a dignified and appropriate manner.  God 

revealed His personal name to His people as Yahweh (I AM WHO I AM) and expressly told them 

that this was how He was to be remembered throughout all generations (Ex. 3:13-15).  When the 

Son of God took unto Himself human flesh and blood, He took the name Jesus (Yahweh saves) 

because He would save His people from their sins (Matt. 1:21).  God doesn’t forbid you from using 

His name; He wants you to use it for the reasons He gave it to us: to pray, praise, and give thanks.  



 

 

He wants you to know Him as the one who created and redeemed us.  He invites you to use His 

name to call upon Him with every need as beloved children petition their good father.  He desires 

you to proclaim His name to all people. 

The Second Commandment keeps us from defaming God’s name while also keeping us in a right 

relationship to Him.  He has blessed us with the privilege to use His name and bear His name; let 

us always treasure it in our thoughts, words, and actions. 

Financial News 

   
On June 26th, we received $1,905 in general offerings. In June, we received 
$14,939.  Year to date, we have received $156,397.  The budget YTD would be 
$138,008.  The amount per week is $5,308.   
The National Youth Convention is in July.  If you would like to support Dailyn 

and/or Michele going to this convention, please mark your envelope accordingly.  
 
Thank you for your continued support of our church.  

 
Mission Board 

FROM HAITI 

Dear Sister Wendy White, 

Grace and Peace to you in the name of our Savior Jesus-Christ, The church of Savane Haleine 

thanks God and thanks all of you in Mt. Pisgah Lutheran Church, Hendersonville, North Carolina 

for your past and continuing blessings. We are so sorry for what was happening in USA last week 

in Texas. We are praying for the World, we are praying for USA, we are praying for Haiti.We 

thank you so much for the last wire transfer you sent for Haiti. Here was the situation of the school 

in Savane Haleine We start to rebuild Lutheran church and school that collapsed in Savann Haliene 

May God’s continuing blessings be yours through all the year ahead! In Christ 



 

 

                     

 

Ladies on their way to Alaska. 

Michele Maloney, Sarah Christensen, Zoe 

Christensen, and Vickie Amato. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESCHOOL NEWS 

Preschool Graduation was held 

at Jackson Park on June 10th.  

Families and church members 

enjoyed a cute program and 

pizza.  They had a bounce house 

and snow cones for the kids too.  

Congratulations to the 



 

 

graduates and to the Preschool for another wonderful year of teaching and 

learning about Jesus!   

 
 

Outreach and Community Concerns  
 

 
 

The mission of the month for July is the Veterans Healing Farm.  Here is what they say their 

mission is: 

 

Our mission is to serve our nation's veterans by growing and donating high-

quality fruits, vegetables, and flower bouquets to veterans and their caregivers free of 

charge. Additionally, we support veterans by offering workshops on innovative 

gardening techniques and foster a thriving micro-community of veterans and civilians 

who build deep friendships and cultivate emotional, physical, and spiritual health. 

 

Your donations will be used to keep the vegetables growing, and help fund their programs for 

veteran education and community building.  The farm is located at 38 Yale Road in 

Hendersonville. 

 
        

LADIES GUILD RUMMAGE SALE 
 

Thank you to all who made this year’s Ladies Guild rummage sale a great success.  We had a total 

of 22 volunteers helping this year, setting up, taking down, cooking, baking and selling.  Thanks 

to the members of Parish Life for 2 tables full of cookies and cakes and a big shout out to Dailyn 

for selling them.   The final total for the bake sale is $426.00.  Thanks goes to Thrivent for 

supplying the seed money to purchase the food for the lunch.  A big shout out goes to Tyler for 

selling the food and to Pastor Jon for standing over the hot grill all day.  The total for the food 

sales was $275.00.  Both of these amounts will be donated to the Youth Fund for Michele and 

Dailyn’s trip to the Youth Conference.  In addition, the new total the Ladies Guild made was 

$1716.00 on the rummage sale to be used for our mission projects in the coming year.  All the left 

over items that were not sold have gone to three thrift shops in the area. 

 

 



 

 

THRIVENT NEWS 
 

Enhancements to Thrivent’s online giving platform! 

Soon, all donations made through Thrivent’s online giving platform will be paid into your 

organization’s bank account versus a mailed check. 

Did you know? 

Everyone (not just Thrivent clients) can donate to your organization through our online giving 

platform. Thrivent pays the online processing fees – so 100% of the donation goes to your cause*. 

What does this mean for my organization? 

When this feature is enabled later in 2022, you will no longer receive physical checks from 

Thrivent Charitable Impact & Investing®** for personal donations made through Thrivent’s 

online giving platform. Instead, you’ll receive payment electronically to the bank account on 

record with Thrivent. 

Is there anything I need to do? 

No action is required. However, if you do not accept this change to the Terms and Conditions, 

please contact us by August 1, 2022 to be removed from the Thrivent Choice® program. 

Questions 

Call 800-847-4836 and state Thrivent Choice or email Fraternal@Thrivent.com. We’re available 

by phone Monday – Friday 7 a.m. and 6 p.m. CST. 

  

 

 

 

 

News from the Ladies Guild/LWML 

 

Mighty Mites 

Every month you will notice an oversized mite box as you enter the sanctuary.  The money we 

collect in the box is sent to fund projects on both the national and regional level.  The loose 

change and dollars we collect makes a big impact on missions around the world.  Attached is a 

list of the regional projects that we support with our mites. 

 

 

 

LWML Mailbox Member Program 

Beginning in September, our ladies group will be reaching out to those who are unable to attend 

our monthly meetings but would like to know more about the work of the LWML and how they 

can get involved.   

September Meeting 

Our next meeting is Monday, September 12 at 1 pm.  Join us for fellowship, coffee, and cake and 

help us plan our fall schedule. 

 

http://links.members.thrivent.com/ctt?ms=MjA5MDM1OTAS1&kn=11&r=MjE5OTQ0MjE4NjkwS0&b=0&j=MjM4MjE4OTEzMQS2&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.members.thrivent.com/ctt?ms=MjA5MDM1OTAS1&kn=11&r=MjE5OTQ0MjE4NjkwS0&b=0&j=MjM4MjE4OTEzMQS2&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.members.thrivent.com/ctt?ms=MjA5MDM1OTAS1&kn=6&r=MjE5OTQ0MjE4NjkwS0&b=0&j=MjM4MjE4OTEzMQS2&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.members.thrivent.com/ctt?ms=MjA5MDM1OTAS1&kn=1&r=MjE5OTQ0MjE4NjkwS0&b=0&j=MjM4MjE4OTEzMQS2&mt=1&rt=0


 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

Picnic for Pastor Campbell & Family 

On June 19, 2022 members of Mt. Pisgah hosted a picnic for 

Pastor Delwyn Campbell, his wife, Lenita, and daughters, Dani 

and Dinah.  Pastor Campbell is an LCMS missionary serving the 

mission field in Gary, IN.  Mt. Pisgah helps support his ministry.  

Pastor Campbell preached at both services and explained his 

mission during the adult Sunday School hour.  The picnic that 

afternoon included grilled chicken cooked by Pastor Jon, 

delicious side dishes furnish by the wonderful cooks of Mt. 

Pisgah, and lots of cold beverages.  The gathering of fellowship 

was held at the home of David and Wendy White. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

NO NEED TO MISS CHURCH SERVICES OR EVENING BIBLE STUDY 
 

Information for accessing church service or evening Bible Study 

Online:  Video will be found on the home page at http://www.mtpisgahlutheran.com 

The service bulletin will also be available on the homepage. 

Phone:  Service will begin at 10:45 am, dial in direct with no access code to (508) 924-5662 or 

call toll-free (844) 802-6666 and enter access code 889956 

YouTube:  Recording link will be published on the home page once it is available.  

A DVD is available outside church door in the red box on the wall. 

 

 
 

http://www.mtpisgahlutheran.com/


 

 

 
 

 

 

07/01 Debby Zagone  

07/03 Warna Berryman 

07/05 Richard Doster  

07/06 Albert Bugner 

07/08 Roberta Perkins 

  

07/10 Judy Morin    

07/11 Samantha Genaw 

07/15 Gracie Maloney 

07/17 Robin Breier 

07/19 Nathan Emerson 

07/20 Tom Berryman 

07/25 Alan Luecke 

07/26 Peyton Lumley 

07/27 Helga Feige 

07/28 Douglas Fry 

07/31 Samson Middleton 

 
Prayer List 

 

Long Term Illness 

  

Pastor Larry Rabon 

Pastor Dale Kaster (Kuger) 

Les & Mary Jordan 

(Doster) 

Brian Keeney 

Joyce (Kruse) 

Neil Motyka (Fry) 

Stacy Olson (Ryel) 

Ellen Trinka 

(Montgomery) 

Brenda Ridgeway (Amato) 

Gretchen Sweetser 

(Mincer) 

Mary Coffman (Coffman) 

Mike & Suzie Characky 

(Steen) 

Annette & Jim Bodden 

(Heaphy) 

Helen Hutson 

(Montgomery) 

Judy Fuchs 

 

Surgeries and Illness 

 

Juana Maria Vela 

(Homero’s sister) 

Bill Paris 

Dietrich Fabricius 

Jan Tharp 

Miranda Shipman 

Wally Rose Mincer 

Joe Gabriel (Amato) 

Jostine McGlynn 

(Luecke’s) 

Joe McCall (Amato) 

Kathleen Fox 

Grant (McLellan) 

Agapia Dragan (Luecke B) 

Joanne Blanchard (Clancy) 

David Hawthorne 

Vicki Fisher 

Don Steen 

Louise Bauer 

Betty Ude 

 

 



 

 

Personal and Family Concerns 

  

Pastor Brashier and 

family 

Sue Oetting 

Rose Steen 

Gabriel Escude` 

Joan Perez 

Annelise Keeney (Keeney) 

Sally Hardy 

Joann Kapugi 

Kaufman Family 

Debbie Leger 

Nancy (Nelson) 

Sandi Rivers (Ryel) 

Linda Nielsen (Keeney) 

Wayne & Karen Mathis 

(Steen) 

John Characky (Steen) 

Mark & Julie Rorie 

(Armstrong) 

Melissa Shipman-Bates & 

sons Will & Cooper 

(Amato) 

Teresa Fisher & children 

Colby & Audrey 

(Kaufman) 

 

 

Homebound 

  

Sue Smith 

Ann Cheadle 

Kathleen Fox 

Lee Marquardt 

Dianne Luecke 

Jan Nelson 

Eleney Selius 

Louise Bauer 

Warna Berryman 

Judy Fuchs 

Joann Kapugi 

Suzie Karnatz 

Nancy Stang 

George Fuchs 

  

Compassion and Sympathy 

 

Ministry Concerns 

 

Michele Maloney and Dailyn Rappley at National Youth Gathering 

Our Preschool staff, children & families 

Evangelical Lutheran Church & School in Laotchikit, Haiti 

Pastor Dale Kaster (Missionary, Czech Republic) 

Pastor Daniel Jastram (Missionary, Japan) 

Pastor Daniel Conrad (Missionary, Mexico) 

Pastor Delwyn Campbell (Missionary, Indiana) 

Jacob and Marie Sipes (Seminarian) 

Scott and Veronica Missling (Seminarian) 

Erik and Katie Saunders (Seminarian) 

 

For complete information on church events, please visit the website: 

 
https://mtpisgahlutheran.360unite.com/calendar 

https://mtpisgahlutheran.360unite.com/calendar

