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Above All Things 

As promised/warned, this month begins our examination of the Ten Commandments, specifically the First 

Commandment. 

“And God spoke all these words, saying, ‘I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of 

Egypt, out of the house of slavery. You shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself 

a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that 

is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the Lord your God 

am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation 

of those who hate me, but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my 

commandments.’”  (Ex. 20:1-6) 

Last month we touched on how the Israelites and modern-day Jews number the Commandments a little 

differently.  For them, these are actually the first two Commandments: the first being God’s declaration 

of who He is and the second being the prohibition of worshipping idols.  We also divide this portion of 

Scripture when analyzing the Commandments, but as you remember from Catechism, we extract the 

command to have no others God, which includes the forbidding of bowing down to idols, as the First 

Commandment, and the rest is moved in the Close of the Commandments, as applying to the entirety of 

God’s Commandments. 

What does it mean that you shall have no other gods?  Specifying “other” gods, does this mean that there 

are other gods besides the God of the Bible.  While there is much that is unknown or hidden about God, 

what is abundantly clear from Scripture is that there is one God, and him alone.  Reminding the people to 

be faithful and to keep the Commandments, the sixth chapter of Deuteronomy says: “Hear, O Israel: The 

Lord our God, the Lord is one. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 

and with all your might.” (Deut. 6:4-5)  This could also be translated as “The Lord our God is one Lord” or 

“The Lord is our God, the Lord alone.”  Repeatedly, throughout Scripture, the exclusiveness of the Lord is 

confirmed as God states, “I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me.” (Is. 46:9) 

The text above from Exodus 20 clearly forbids worshipping any man-made image in place of God or as 

though it is God, as was the case with the Golden Calf from Exodus 32.  It would be pointless to do so 



 

 

anyway since as Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 8:4, “we know that an idol has no real existence, and that 

there is no God but one.”  But idolatry is not limited to such a narrow definition as bowing down to a 

figure of wood, stone, or metal.  Martin Luther rightly noted in his large catechism that “a god means that 

from which we are to expect all good and to which we are to take refuge in all distress, so that to have a 

God is nothing else than to trust and believe Him from the [whole] heart; as I have often said that the 

confidence and faith of the heart alone make both God and an idol.”  Thus idolatry is not simply a external 

act of worship, but more commonly occurs in the heart.  Scripture commands us to flee from every form 

of idolatry (1 Cor. 10:14) for there is salvation and life found in no one and nothing other than God alone. 

This uniqueness and singularity of God’s existence does not, however, deny the three-fold distinct 

persons, who, together, are one Divine Being.  We see the Creator Father working in unity with the Son, 

who is the eternal Word, and the Holy Spirit in the creation narrative from both Genesis 1 and John 1.  We 

also have the Triune God confessed by Jesus in Matthew 28:19 (“Go therefore and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”) and by the 

writings of the apostles, such as 2 Corinthians 13:14 (“The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of 

God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”).  Therefore, as we confess in the Athanasian 

Creed, “We worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity, neither confusing the persons nor dividing the 

substance.” 

But how do we rightly worship the Triune God and keep the First Commandment.  Luther’s Small 

Catechism explains that we are to “fear, love, and trust in God above all things.”  These three are all facets 

of living by faith.  To “fear” God “above all things” means to show the proper respect and reverence for 

who He is.  Nothing surpasses his glory and might.  He is our loving Creator, but he is also a holy and just 

Judge, who, by His very nature, cannot abide sin and evil.  We, who are simultaneously saints and sinners, 

rightly approach and serve him with humility, fear, and trembling. (Psalm 2)  Yet our fear of the Lord is 

not terror, for the Lord is also “merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.” (Ps. 

103:8)  This is made abundantly clear is the fact  that “God shows his love for us in that while we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us.” (Rom. 5:8) 

In response to His love for us, we also express our faith in love toward him above all things.  The world 

and life that He has given to each of us is precious beyond measure, but nothing in all creation is greater 

than the One who made it.  We rightly give thanks to Him for all that we have—including the unmatchable 

gifts of family, friends, and our very lives—but we should also readily cast it all aside in favor of the 

surpassing worth of knowing and loving the Lord our God.  As Paul wrote, “Whatever gain I had, I counted 

as loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing 

Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order 

that I may gain Christ and be found in him.” (Phil. 3:7-9) 

Finally, we come to the third aspect of faith, which is trust.  Since we know and rightly fear the authority 

and might of God, and since we also know his gracious love that loved us so greatly that He gave His only-

begotten Son to save sinners like us, then how could we not trust His word and promise above all things.  

Even when things go beyond our understanding or seem contrary to our perceptions, we trust His word, 

even above ourselves.  “Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper 

time he may exalt you, casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you.” (1 Pet. 5:6-7) 

If we were to perfectly keep this First Commandment, all the rest of the Commandments would naturally 

be kept too, but this is also the hardest Commandment to keep.  When we break any of the 



 

 

Commandments, this one is broken as well.  Because we break this Commandment, we break all the 

others too.  Yet even the breaking of this Commandment finds absolution in Christ our Savior.  “If anyone 

is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. All this is from God, 

who through Christ reconciled us to himself…, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not 

counting their trespasses against them… For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in 

him we might become the righteousness of God.” (2 Cor. 5:17-21) 

Redeemed and reconciled by Christ, we now strive to fear, love, and trust the Lord, our God, above all 

things—living each day by the faith in Him, to which this Commandment calls us.    

 

Financial News 
   
On May 22nd, we received $1,147 in general offerings. So far in May, we have 
received $15,896.  Year to date, we have received $135,977.  The budget YTD 
would be $111,468.  The amount per week is $5,308.   
 

The Alaska Mission is underway.  Thank you for your support of this mission. 
The National Youth Convention is in July.  If you would like to support Dailyn and/or Michele 
going to this convention, please mark your envelope accordingly.  
 
We are currently looking for an offering counter.  It is only 1 hour a week and would only be 
needed every third month (4 months per year).  If you would be interested in helping us out, 
please let Sylvia Gonzalez or Lydia Cassidy know.  You would be counting with someone who 
has done this many times.   
 
Thank you for your continued support of our church.  

 
Mission Board 

Want to engage in the mission field from your own home?  We need you! 

Join the Board of Missions on the first Friday of each month at 1 pm in the church library.  

We pray for various mission fields.  We correspond and encourage missionaries around the world.   We 

spoil and encourage seminary students to work diligently as they prepare to fulfill their call to 

ministry.   We help plant churches and schools in Haiti.  We send members of our church on short-term 

missions to spread the Gospel.  We look for ways to relieve pain and suffering around the world.  We 

watch miracles unfold as the Holy Spirit moves among God's people. 

This is exciting work.  Come be a part of it! 

 
 



 

 

Zoe Christensen and Michele Maloney serving up strawberry shortcake for a fundraising toward their 
Alaska Mission trip.  They will both be working at the Vacation Bible School.  This fundraiser was made 
possible by a Thrivent grant.  
“Dear congregation, thank you so much for the donations.  In total we received $748 and we are very 
grateful”  
Zoe Christensen.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Dear Pastor Christensen, Vickie Amato, and Members of Mt. Pisgah Hendersonville NC, 

 

     Thank you so much for your contribution(s) this last six months in support of our LCMS 

Jastram-Asia mission work. 

     We thank you in particular for extending to us this trust in partnership, giving us the privilege 

of being on the delivery end of a good work that you make possible, to spread the good news of 

the Gospel to the ends of the earth. We could not accomplish this without the sustaining 

partnership of supporters like you. 

     We pray that the Ministry of Word and Sacrament continues in full strength among you at 

Mt. Pisgah. Satan would like nothing better then to use current challenges to hinder the 

effectiveness of God’s Word among us, but we trust in God’s promises that His kingdom shall 

prevail. 

     Thanks be to God for the wondrous work He accomplishes through your ministry and your 

mission partnership! 

 
Grace, mercy, and peace in God our Savior Jesus Christ, 

Rev. Dr. Daniel Jastram 

 



 

 

 
Outreach and Community Concerns  

 
THE STORE HOUSE 

 
 

The mission of the month for June is The Storehouse, a Christ-centered food and hygiene pantry. The 
Storehouse helps Henderson County by distributing food boxes to local families and senior citizens.  
They also provide “Blessings in Boxes” at Christmas time which provides gifts for children in need.  They 
distributed gifts to 1906 children in 2021!  Their mission is to be the hands and feet of Christ as they 
walk His mission out in Henderson County. Please consider donating to this worthwhile organization.  
 

This board has used funds to purchase reusable shopping bags that 
will be used to hold purchases made at the Ladies Guild rummage 
sale on June 18th.  The bags are very durable and will have the Mt 
Pisgah logo and website on them.  Be on the lookout for a Mt 
Pisgah bag “in the wild”!   
 
Example of shopping bag: 

 
 
 
 

 
 
           

Thank You to the men who sang for Mother’s Day 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Thank You 

I’d like to thank Pastor Christensen and the elders for the beautiful salute to motherhood. I don’t have 

children but I really enjoyed receiving the red carnation. And also enjoyed the song the men sang at the 

end of the service. So special! 

Thank you so very much!         Carol Heaphy 

 

Prayers of thanks 
 

Dear Mt Pisgah friends, 
Thank you everyone for your prayers, cards and get well wishes as I healed from my fracture. 
I continue to do well, am gradually getting back to my normal routine and am so glad to be able to 
return to church. 
Many blessings to all 
Nona Schmook 

 

 

From Alaska 

Judy & I are having a great time on our mission trip to Camp Bingle in the 

Fairbanks Alaska area. I am working with a team of Lutherans from Idaho 

mostly They have completed shoring up this 75 year old log cabin that we 

are wondering why it is still standing without having no upkeep . The cabin 

is now supported down to permafrost layer. The metal roof is being 

replaced with a new metal roof. The porch structure has been replaced  

with a more secure and stronger framework All this has been 

accomplished in 3 1/2 days. 

Our cooks, Judy and Pam are spoiling us with fantastic meals. The 
temperature starts out in low 30,s and we have hit a high of 55F. We 
expect higher hi's for the next week. So for this has been a very interesting 
venture for us meeting new people who are interested in doing 
something to improve conditions for people who have limited resources 

and problems with drugs and alcohol etc. Our work at this camp allows the Lutherans access to this 
Presbyterian camp for one week where they fly teenagers in for some training . 
Bob 
 

 
 
 



 

 

THANK YOU! 
 
 
I just want to thank everyone who sent me cards and prayers on my 
80th birthday! Your thoughtfulness really made my day! 
 
Jerry Kaufman 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Thank you 
 

Sylvia and Homero Gonzalez would like to thank our wonderful church family for helping us reach our 

goal of 100 cards for our mother, Rosie May McKinney’s, 100th birthday on May 21, 2022.  As of today, 

we have received 143 cards!  We had a great celebration at the Oaks of Sweeten Creek Rehab center on 

Saturday with many friends and family.  The Navy presented her with an American Flag and read a 

Proclamation from Hendersonville City Office signed by Mayor Barbara Volk.   

Here is Rosie May covered in cards!   

 

Pictured  left to right: Navy Representative, Son Gordon McKinney, Daughter Sylvia Gonzalez, Rosie May 

McKinney, Son Roy McKinney and Navy Representative.   

 
 



 

 

Rummage Sale—Bring items in May! 

The annual Ladies Guild/LWML Rummage Sale will be held on Saturday, June 18 in the church 

fellowship hall.  We will begin collecting items in May.  We will be serving lunch and NEW THIS 

YEAR, we will be having a bake sale.  Proceeds from the food sales (lunch and bake sale items) 

will be given to our youth to help support their trip to the LCMS youth gathering this summer.  

PLEASE—NO CLOTHES OR FURNITURE! 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
In order to raise money for Michelle and Dailyn’s trip to the youth conference we need as many of our 

church members as possible to bake cookies, bars, brownies, cakes, etc. for the bake sale.  They need to 

be dropped off in the Fellowship hall by Friday morning, June 17th for packaging and pricing.  If at all 

possible please help with this very important project.  If you can’t bake something, perhaps you can stop 

by for lunch.  We will be serving hot dogs, hamburgers and brats. Pastor Jon will be cooking.

 
 

 

 

 

News from our Ladies Guild/LWML 

 

LWML RETREAT AT CAMP LINN HAVEN: 

The Western Zone (of which we are a member) invites you to the Carolinas District LWML Retreat 

August 19-21.  The theme is “Mountaintop Journeys with Jesus”.  For more information, see the 

flier on the bulletin board across from the drinking fountains. 

 

Ladies Guild/LWML Calendar: 

 

Thurs & Fri 6/16 & 17 Set up rummage sale 

Saturday, June 18  Annual Rummage Sale in the Fellowship Hall 

August 19-21   Retreat at Camp Linn Haven 

 
 

Preschool Chapel had a special visitor on May 16th 

 

A bumble bee 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

NO NEED TO MISS CHURCH SERVICES OR EVENING BIBLE STUDY 
 

Information for accessing church service or evening Bible Study 

Online:  Video will be found on the home page at http://www.mtpisgahlutheran.com 

The service bulletin will also be available on the homepage. 

Phone:  Service will begin at 10:45 am, dial in direct with no access code to (508) 924-5662 or 

call toll-free (844) 802-6666 and enter access code 889956 

YouTube:  Recording link will be published on the home page once it is available.  

A DVD is available outside church door in the red box on the wall. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

06/06 Arianna Maloney 

06/09 Theresa Doster  

06/10 Sue Glossop   

 

06/18 Jenny Emerson 

06/19 Diane Sanborn 

06/25 Daniel Kirchoefer 

 

06/26 Faith Anderson 

06/26 Betty Ude 

06/27 Janie McKinley 

Prayer List 
 

Long Term Illness 

  

Pastor Dale Kaster (Kuger) 

Les & Mary Jordan 

(Doster) 

Brian Keeney 

Joyce (Kruse) 

Neil Motyka (Fry) 

Stacy Olson (Ryel) 

Ellen Trinka 

(Montgomery) 

Brenda Ridgeway (Amato) 

Gretchen Sweetser 

(Mincer) 

Mary Coffman (Coffman) 

Mike & Suzie Characky 

(Steen) 

Annette & Jim Bodden 

(Heaphy) 

Helen Hutson 

(Montgomery) 

Judy Fuchs 

 

Surgeries and Illness 

 

Doris Sturgis (Rappley) 

Mike Marquardt 

Deitrich Fabricius 

Jan Tharp 

Miranda Shipman 

Wally Rose Mincer 

http://www.mtpisgahlutheran.com/


 

 

Joe Gabriel (Amato) 

Jostine McGlynn 

(Luecke’s) 

Bill Chatney (Luecke’s) 

Cara Kirchoefer Chang 

(Kirchoefer) 

Joe McCall (Amato) 

Kathleen Fox 

Grant (McLellan) 

Agapia Dragan (Luecke B) 

Joanne Blanchard (Clancy) 

David Hawthorne 

Vicki Fisher 

Don Steen 

Linda Albright 

Louise Bauer 

Betty Ude 

 

Personal and Family Concerns 

  

Gabriel Escude` 

Joan Perez 

Annelise Keeney (Keeney) 

Sally Hardy 

Joann Kapugi 

Kaufman Family 

Debbie Leger 

Nancy (Nelson) 

Sandi Rivers (Ryel) 

Linda Nielsen (Keeney) 

Wayne & Karen Mathis 

(Steen) 

Mark & Julie Rorie 

(Armstrong) 

Melissa Shipman-Bates & 

sons Will & Cooper 

(Amato) 

Teresa Fisher & children 

Colby & Audrey 

(Kaufman) 

 

 

Homebound 

  

Sue Smith 

Ann Cheadle 

Kathleen Fox 

Lee Marquardt 

Dianne Luecke 

Jan Nelson 

Eleney Selius 

Louise Bauer 

Warna Berryman 

Judy Fuchs 

Joann Kapugi 

Suzie Karnatz 

Nancy Stang 

George Fuchs 

Nona Schmook 

  

Compassion and Sympathy 

 

Ministry Concerns 

 

Volunteers for the Alaska Mission 

Our Preschool staff, children & families 

Evangelical Lutheran Church & School in Laotchikit, Haiti 

Pastor Dale Kaster (Missionary, Czech Republic) 

Pastor Daniel Jastram (Missionary, Japan) 

Pastor Daniel Conrad (Missionary, Mexico) 

Pastor Delwyn Campbell (Missionary, Indiana) 

Jacob and Marie Sipes (Seminarian) 

Scott and Veronica Missling (Seminarian) 

Erik and Katie Saunders (Seminarian) 

 

For complete information on church events, please visit the website: 

 
https://mtpisgahlutheran.com/calendar 

https://mtpisgahlutheran.com/calendar

