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We are delighted to have you worship with us today.  May this hour of praise 

and celebration be one of spiritual renewal.  Please join us for worship at any 

time.To inquire about membership or other information, please call the 

Church Office:  692-7027 or email us at mtpisgahlcms@gmail.com. 
  

 

TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S SUPPER 
  

Holy Communion is celebrated at all services every Sunday and on special 

festivals.  This Sacrament is the means by which Jesus Christ, the bread 

of life, gives us his flesh and blood to eat and drink. In this Meal, Jesus 

forgives our sins, gives us victory over death and Satan, and delivers his 

eternal salvation to us.  Since this is the true body and true blood of Jesus 

Christ in, with and under the bread and wine, we do not treat this 

sacrament lightly; rather, we receive it with great reverence and gratitude 

to our merciful Savior. Moreover, St. Paul writes: “Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the 

cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. 

Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who 

eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself (1 Cor. 11:27-

29).”  An order of self-examination is located on pages 329-330 of your hymnal. 
 

To ensure that all who participate in this sacrament receive this sacred gift as the blessing it is 

intended to be and not to their condemnation, this congregation, with Christian love and in 

accordance with Holy Scripture, practices closed communion with those who have been instructed 

and share our public profession of the Christian faith in all its articles. We therefore ask our guests 

who wish to commune to speak with the Pastor before the service.   
 

We provide both the common cup and individual cups.  The individual cups in the center of tray 

are alcohol free for those with medical requirements that prevent them from receiving alcohol.  

Wine, however, is the preferred means to receive the blood of Christ, if and when possible, since 

wine is what Jesus used to institute this sacrament.  Likewise, we use unleavened bread, as our 

Lord did. Gluten-free hosts are also available for those with medical needs.  Please alert the Pastor 

or an Elder of any needs. 

  

 

Rev. Jonathan Christensen - Pastor 

mplc.pastor@gmail.com 

Office: (828) 692-7027 ex.402 

Cell: (920)530-8606 
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The Divine Service: Setting Four 

Procession of Palms 
If the procession begins outside the nave, the congregation gathers around the processional cross. If the congregation 
is already seated in the nave, it now stands and faces the processional cross at the entrance to the nave. 

Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 
  

P Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
C Hosanna to the Son of David. 
 

Collect 

P Let us pray… Most merciful God, as the people of Jerusalem, with palms in their hands, gathered 
to greet Your dearly beloved Son when He came into His Holy City, grant that we may ever hail 
Him as our King and, when He comes again, may go forth to meet Him with trusting and 
steadfast hearts and follow Him in the way that leads to eternal life; through the same Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Holy Gospel John 12:12–19 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

P  12The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to 
Jerusalem. 13So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, 
“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” 14And 
Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written, 

15“Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt!” 

16His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they 
remembered that these things had been written about him and had been done to him. 17The 
crowd that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the 
dead continued to bear witness. 18The reason why the crowd went to meet him was that they 
heard he had done this sign. 19So the Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you are 
gaining nothing. Look, the world has gone after him.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
  

P Let us go forth in peace, 
C in the name of the Lord. 



Hymn 442 All Glory, Laud, and Honor 

 

 

 

 
 

When all have arrived at their places, the procession concludes with the following: 

P Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
C Hosanna in the highest. 
 

A time of silence may be observed to highlight the contrast between Jesus’ triumphal entry and His passion. 

Collect of the Day 

P Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take upon Himself 
our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross. Mercifully grant that we may follow the example 
of His great humility and patience and be made partakers of His resurrection; through the same 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 

Confession and Absolution 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 



P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the 
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our 
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, 
and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people 
let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the 
sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

Kneel/Sit 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. 
Amen. 

 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and 
gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and 
grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive 
our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 
Stand 

Introit Psalm 24:7–10; antiphon: Psalm 118:26 Tone F 

 

Blessèd is he who comes in the name | of the LORD!* 
 We bless you from the house | of the LORD. 
Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O | ancient doors,* 
 that the King of glory | may come in. 
Who is this King of | glory?* 
 The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, mighty in | battle! 
Lift up your heads, O gates! And lift them up, O | ancient doors,* 
 that the King of glory | may come in. 
Who is this King of | glory?* 
 The LORD of hosts, he is the King of | glory! 
Blessèd is he who comes in the name | of the LORD!* 
 We bless you from the house | of the LORD. 

 



Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 

Hymn                                                                                       438 A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth sts. 1–2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  



P Let us pray… Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take 
upon Himself our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross. Mercifully grant that we may follow 
the example of His great humility and patience and be made partakers of His resurrection; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 32:36–39 

36 The LORD will vindicate his people and have compassion on his servants, when he sees that their 
power is gone and there is none remaining, bond or free. 37Then he will say, “Where are their gods, 
the rock in which they took refuge, 38who ate the fat of their sacrifices and drank the wine of their 
drink offering? Let them rise up and help you; let them be your protection! 

39“See now that I, even I, am he, and there is no god beside me; I kill and I make alive; I wound 
and I heal; and there is none that can deliver out of my hand.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Psalm 118:19–29 Tone F 

 
19Open to me the gates of | righteousness,* 
 that I may enter through them and give thanks | to the LORD. 
20This is the gate | of the LORD;* 
 the righteous shall enter | through it. 
21I thank you that you have | answered me* 
 and have become my sal- | vation. 
22The stone that the builders re- | jected* 
 has become the | cornerstone. 
23This is the LORD’s | doing;* 
 it is marvelous | in our eyes. 
24This is the day that the | LORD has made;* 
 let us rejoice and be | glad in it. 

25Save us, we pray, | O LORD!* 
 O LORD, we pray, give | us success! 

26Blessèd is he who comes in the name | of the LORD!* 
 We bless you from the house | of the LORD. 
27The LORD is God, and he has made his light to shine up- | on us.* 
 Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, up to the horns of the | altar! 



28You are my God, and I will give | thanks to you;* 
 you are my God; I will ex- | tol you. 
29Oh give thanks to the LORD, for | he is good;* 
 for his steadfast love endures for- | ever! 

Epistle Philippians 2:5–11 
 5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form 
of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7but made himself nothing, taking the 
form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8And being found in human form, he humbled 
himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9Therefore God has 
highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name 
of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

Gradual Hebrews 9:12a, c, 15a; Psalm 111:9a Tone F 

 

[Christ] entered once for all into the holy places, by means of | his own blood,* 
 thus securing an eternal re- | demption. 
Therefore he is the mediator of a new | covenant,* 
 so that those who are called may receive the promised eternal in- | heritance. 
He sent redemption to his | people;* 
 he has commanded his covenant for- | ever. 

Holy Gospel Matthew 27:11–54 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-seventh chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 11Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of the 
Jews?” Jesus said, “You have said so.” 12But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he 
gave no answer. 13Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many things they testify against 
you?” 14But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly 
amazed. 
 15Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any one prisoner whom 
they wanted. 16And they had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. 17So when they had 
gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is 
called Christ?” 18For he knew that it was out of envy that they had delivered him up. 19Besides, while 
he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that 
righteous man, for I have suffered much because of him today in a dream.” 20Now the chief priests 
and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. 21The governor again 



said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 
22Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said, “Let him 
be crucified!” 23And he said, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him 
be crucified!” 
 24So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took 
water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it 
yourselves.” 25And all the people answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” 26Then he 
released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, delivered him to be crucified. 
 27Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they 
gathered the whole battalion before him. 28And they stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 
29and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed in his right hand. 
And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 30And they spit on him 
and took the reed and struck him on the head. 31And when they had mocked him, they stripped him 
of the robe and put his own clothes on him and led him away to crucify him. 
 32As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They compelled this man to 
carry his cross. 33And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), 
34they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. 35And 
when they had crucified him, they divided his garments among them by casting lots. 36Then they sat 
down and kept watch over him there. 37And over his head they put the charge against him, which 
read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 38Then two robbers were crucified with him, one on the 
right and one on the left. 39And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads 40and saying, 
“You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of 
God, come down from the cross.” 41So also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked 
him, saying, 42“He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down 
now from the cross, and we will believe in him. 43He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he 
desires him. For he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 44And the robbers who were crucified with him also 
reviled him in the same way. 
 45Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. 46And about 
the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My 
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 47And some of the bystanders, hearing it, said, “This man 
is calling Elijah.” 48And one of them at once ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put 
it on a reed and gave it to him to drink. 49But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will 
come to save him.” 50And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit. 
 51And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth shook, 
and the rocks were split. 52The tombs also were opened. And many bodies of the saints who had 
fallen asleep were raised, 53and coming out of the tombs after his resurrection they went into the 
holy city and appeared to many. 54When the centurion and those who were with him, keeping watch 
over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were filled with awe and said, “Truly this 
was the Son of God!” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 



Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible 

and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all 
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 
buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the 
living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by 
the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T 
of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Sit 

Hymn 343 Prepare the Royal Highway 

 

 

 

 
 
 



Sermon 
 

Stand 

Offering Hosanna, Loud Hosanna                                          Franklin Ritter 
 

Prayer of the Church 

Service of the Sacrament 
Preface LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 
You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely 
bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us 
when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, 
giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead 
and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will 
rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given 

Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  



At Your command, Abraham prepared to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice on the mountain; yet, 
in mercy You provided a ram as a substitute. We give You thanks that on Calvary You spared 
not Your only Son but sent Him to offer His life as a ransom for many. As we eat and drink His 
body and blood, grant us, like Abraham our father, to trust in Your promise now fulfilled in 
Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.  Hear us as we pray in His name 
and as He has taught us: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”  In the same way also He took the cup after 
supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this 
cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 

 

 

 

 



Sit 

Distribution 

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those who 
come to receive, saying: 

 
Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins. 
Amen. 
  
Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of 
your sins. 
Amen. 
 

Hymn 554 O Jesus, King Most Wonderful 

 

 

 
 



Hymn 525 Crown Him with Many Crowns 

 

 

 

 
 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to 

life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 
 
C Amen. 
 

Stand 

 
 
 



Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray…  We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 212 
A Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 



Hymn 441 Ride On, Ride On in Majesty 

 

 

 
 

Postlude Ride On, Ride On in Majesty                                         Robert J. Powell 
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Put this on your calendar! 

 
The annual Ladies Guild/LWML Rummage Sale will be held on Saturday, June 18 in 

the church fellowship hall.  We will begin collecting items in May.  We will be serving 

lunch and NEW THIS YEAR, we will be having a bake sale.  Proceeds from the food 

sales (lunch and bake sale items) will be given to our youth to help support their trip to 

the LCMS youth gathering this summer.  PLEASE—NO CLOTHES OR 

FURNITURE! 

 

 

Parish Life 
 

Parish Life will be hosting a Continental Breakfast on Easter morning (April 17th) 

between church services.  If you plan to attend please add your name to the signup sheet 

located in the narthex so we have an idea of how much food to prepare.  We will be 

collecting a free will offering to offset the cost of the food. 

 
 

Board of Education 
 

In anticipation of the upcoming Easter celebration, the Board of Christian Education will 

prepare Easter goody bags for our children and young visitors.  If your Easter guests 

include children who will be worshiping with us, please contact Linda Licht at 828-699-

4443 to provide names and ages so that we prepare enough bags.  Also, any donations for 

the goody bags will be appreciated.  Thank you! 

 
 

Outreach and Community Concerns  
 

 
 

The mission of the month for April 2022 is Open Arms Pregnancy Center.  Open Arms provides 
free counseling to women who find themselves pregnant and need help deciding what to do next.  
They have a nurse on staff who will assist with pregnancy tests and performs no cost ultrasounds 
so that these women can see their baby and choose life.  Open Arms supports moms with 
maternity and baby supplies at no cost, and will continue to support these moms and babies on a 
monthly basis until the baby turns 18 months with diapers, wipes, clothes, and any other supplies 



they may need.  After that they continue to be a source of love and support by helping moms find 
the appropriate community resources, they need to support themselves.   
 
 
Open Arms is hosting a Fun Run/Walk on Saturday, April 23rd at Flat Rock Park to raise funds for 
operating costs.  We would love to have a big group of Mt Pisgah members represented at the 
walk.  Look for a sign-up sheet in the narthex soon.  If you can’t walk with us, please consider 
donating to this worthy organization.   
 
 

 
Memorials 

 

Maureen Duemig’s Celebration of Life Lunch will be at 11:00 AM on April 23, 2022 in 

the Fellowship Hall.  This is a lunch only; there is not a service with it. 

 

 

Larry Tharp’s Memorial Service will be at 10:30 AM on April 30, 2022.  There will be a 

memorial service in the Sanctuary followed by a committal in the Memorial Garden.  

A reception afterward in the Fellowship Hall. 

 


