
 

 

Epiphany?  What’s That? 

When I was younger, I assumed that the season of Epiphany corresponded to how the word is commonly 

used in literature or daily speech to denote a sudden realization of some great truth that popped into the 

mind like a flash of lightning.  This made me, wrongly, conclude that the season of Epiphany was 

celebrating that it sporadically dawned on mankind that this guy named Jesus might be more than a simple 

carpenter’s son.  Since the first Sunday following the Feast of Epiphany focuses on the Baptism of Jesus, 

where the voice of the Father was heard and the Spirit descended like a dove upon Jesus, I assumed that 

John the Baptist saw these things, a lightbulb lit above his head like something out of Looney Tunes, and 

he said, “There must be something special about Jesus” …  hence, he had an epiphany.  Thankfully, 

learning a little bit of Greek goes a long way.  It isn’t that we figured out who he is; it is that he chose to 

reveal himself to us.  The word ἐπιφάνεια (epiphaneia), doesn’t mean to have a bright idea; it means “to 

manifest” or “to appear.”   

The season of Epiphany was originally a celebration of the incarnation of Jesus that observes how God has 

come and revealed himself in Jesus Christ.  Only Easter was an older celebration among the early 

Christians.  At first Christmas, Christ’s baptism, his first miracle, and the visitation of the wisemen were all 

rolled together and observed on the day of Epiphany, but the Nativity wase quickly separated from the 

others that the birth of our Lord would stand out from the other revelations of Christ’s divinity.  Over 

time, each of the events commemorated were moved to their own Sunday within the season.   

In the East, the festival is known as the Theophany (revelation of God).    As a result, Eastern church chose 

to emphasize the theological aspect of the season.  Jesus is revealed to be the promised Messiah, but 

even more amazing is that this is the very Son of God, the Second Person of the Trinity.  Part of their 

worship for the Theophany includes the blessing of the baptismal font and journeying to a local beach or 

river to bless the waters.   

The church in the Western tradition, however, began to heavily emphasize Epiphany or appearing aspect 

of the season.  Therefore, they focused more on signs such as Christ’s coming, such as the visitation of the 

Magi who followed the star that appeared to herald the Savior’s birth.  This led to traditional tales that 

“filled in the details” that were not in the gospel accounts.  The number of Magi were determined to be 

three; one for each gift that was given.  They were also given names and descriptions.  Melchior was said 

to be an old man with long white hair and a long beard.  He gave the gift of God for the Child King.  Gaspar 



 

 

was a young, clean-shaven man.  He gave the gift of incense to honor Jesus’ divinity.  Finally, there was 

Balthasar, who had black skin and bore the gift of myrrh as a testimony that the Christ came to die. 

During the Reformation, Lutherans created their own emphasis for the season of Epiphany that bridged 

the theological character of the Eastern tradition with the commemorative nature of the of celebrating 

Christ’s appearing in West.  Johannes Bugenhagen, who served as Luther’s pastor, introduced 

Transfiguration Sunday into the worship life of the Church.  Bookending the season are the two events 

where the three persons of the Trinity manifest themselves simultaneously to man: the Baptism of Jesus 

and the Transfiguration. This reinforced the East’s observation of the Theophany as God is revealed to 

man and the West’s confession of the Son’s Epiphanic appearing.  For Lutherans, in season took on an aire 

of being led by faith to know and confess Christ as Lord and God, through whom the Father is also revealed 

and by whom the Spirit is sent.  During Christmas, God sends his Son as true man; in the season of 

Epiphany, the man, Jesus, is revealed as true God. 

The point of Epiphany is not that we figure out who Jesus is, rather he reveals himself to us.  His coming 

is heralded by the wonder of the star and confirmed by the Magi.  He is anointed by his Father and given 

authority that we should listen to him.  His first miracle foreshadows the day when Jesus will call his bride 

to the wedding banquet where she will receive the fullness of his gracious gifts.  Then we shall know God 

face to face and bask in the radiance of his glory.  All these things are not a result of our cleverness in 

deciphering the clues to have an ah-ha moment to figure out who Jesus is.  We were blind to it all, but he 

has chosen to make himself known to us that we may be drawn to him and know him as he is.  God has 

come near to dwell with man, that man may be brought nearer to dwell with God. 

 

The Lords Supper-By appointment 
 

Faithful People of Mt. Pisgah 

Individual Confession/Absolution with Communion will be offered at the 

church to any who desire to receive it.  Congregation members can 

schedule an appointment to receive the sacrament at their convenience for 

any time on Mondays from 9 AM to 9 PM or on Wednesdays from 1 PM 

to 6 PM.  During their appointed time, the communicant (or family) will 

be the only one entering the sanctuary.  The sacrament will be sanitarily prepared and placed on a 

table ahead of time, and the pastor will meet with them at a distance with a brief liturgy and 

consecration.  Sterilization will occur before and after the appointment.  This still leaves out the 

communal aspect of receiving the sacrament with fellow believers. But receiving the body and 

blood of Christ is far too important and necessary for the believer’s wellbeing to continue without 

it.   

 

Please consider making an appointment for individual communion. 

Please call the church office during business hours (Monday-Thursday 9AM-3PM and Friday 

from 9AM-Noon) to schedule your appointment.  We will make every effort to ensure that any 

interpersonal contact is minimal. 



 

 

May God bless you with His mercy and grace.  

 

 Pastor Jon 

 
 

Our most gracious heavenly Father, 

You spoke your Creation into being when you said “Let there be light.” And now, through your 

Son Jesus Christ, you bring your creation to another new year of light and life. Even as we are a 

fallen humanity, children who stray from your goodness, we confess our shortcomings and ask 

your forgiveness and grace. 

At the onset of this new year, give us the will to minister to those whom you have placed within 

our midst. Strengthen us in love that we may feed the hungry, provide shelter for the homeless, 

care for the sick and reach out to the lost and forgotten sharing the good news of Christ and the 

power of your love. 

Bless your people with the presence of your Holy Spirit. In our uncertainties, give us assurance of 

your grace. In our doubts and fears, help us turn to you for guidance. In our disputes, bring us to 

peaceful resolution. In our pain and sickness, bring us healing and wholeness. In our selfishness, 

give us generous hearts. In all of our temptations, give us the strength to seek your kingdom first. 

Everlasting Father, you are the author of all life. We give you thanks for the powerful witness of 

your saints and for all who have gone before us. Lead us by their faithful example, that we too 

might live according to your will. And finally, even as we begin a new year in our earthly 

pilgrimage, we patiently await the day when you come again, reuniting all your people, making all 

things new. 

Bless us all according to your loving kindness, and bring us into the glory of your kingdom. This 

we pray in the powerful name above all names, Jesus Christ our savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 
 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES  

will be at 8:00 AM and 10:45 AM and 5:00 PM 

 BIBLE STUDY at 9:15 AM!!!  

SUNDAY SERVICES 10:45 AM will broadcast live 

 on the website and additionally, posted later for viewing on the web 

page. A DVD is available outside church door in the red box. 

 

 

NO NEED TO MISS CHURCH SERVICES OR EVENING BIBLE STUDY 
 

Information for accessing church service or evening Bible Study 

Online:  Video will be found on the home page at http://www.mtpisgahlutheran.com 

The service bulletin will also be available on the homepage. 

http://www.mtpisgahlutheran.com/


 

 

Phone:  Service will begin at 10:45 am, dial in direct with no access code to (508) 924-5662 or 

call toll-free (844) 802-6666 and enter access code 889956 

Podcast:  Search for “Mt Pisgah Lutheran” in your mobile device podcast app. 

YouTube:  Recording link will be published on the home page once it is available.  

A DVD is available outside church door in the red box on the wall. 
 

 

Furnace Repairs 

 

Anyone who wishes to contribute to these costs 

should designate on their offering envelope/check. 

 

 
 
This was quit a project to lift over the building and 

set on the other side. 
 
 

 

 

Mt. Pisgah Church Members 
 
 "Your church staff would like to thank you for another wonderful year and for the Christmas gift." 

Thank you for the “JOY” , Merry Christmas and a safe Blessed New Year to all. 

 

 

Thank you to all who joined to celebrate Pastor Ed Bertram’s 60th year of 

Ordination. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

PARISH LIFE 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Please visit the craft table in the fellowship hall and buy a hand 
made item, crafted by one of your fellow Mt. Pisgah members! 
Envelopes are provided for each item - place your payment in 
the envelope and place it in the offering basket or in the 

wooden box by the church office. 
 

 

 

Financial News 

 
On Dec 26th, we received $9,729 in general offerings.  We also received some 
year-end offerings totaling $6,300.  The total for December was $33,775.  For 

2021, we received $261,408 in offerings.  The 2021 offering budget was $282,800.  We are short 
$21,392 compared to budget.  We were able to reduce costs and cut expenses during the year 
so the shortage will not be this entire amount.  We will inform our members of the actual 
shortage amount when the all the 2021 postings have been completed and the books are closed.  
 
The 2022 Offering Budget was approved for $276,000 or ~$5,308 per week which is slightly less 
than the 2021 Budget amount.   
 
We received $50 from the Craft Table Items this week.  So far, we have received $774 from this 
endeavor.  This will help with the shortage for the year.  Thank you to all who contributed items 
and purchased items.  The table is located in the Fellowship Hall and still has a lot of nice things 
left!   
 



 

 

Attention Thrivent Members:  If you have any Choice Dollars, you can designate them to the 
church.  2021 dollars need to be used by the end of February 2022.  We have seen some 
donations from Thrivent come in to the church’s bank account.    
 
 
For 2022, we would appreciate your offerings and donations for the following: 
 
Offering Envelopes cost $3.61 per box  
 
Portals Of Prayer – small print – cost $2.13 per quarter or $8.52 for a year 
Portals Of Prayer – large print – cost $2.93 per quarter or $11.72 for a year 
 
Lutheran Witness cost $12.95 scription for a year   
 
Thank you for helping with these costs.   
 
Thank you for your continued support of our church.  

 
 

 

Women Veterans 

Kathy is trying to develop history on women who served in the 

military.   

If you know of anyone or have a family member, she would very 

much like to talk or receive information to add to the military 

women’s memorial. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

LWML/Ladies Guild Christmas Tea 

December 13, 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

Mom really enjoyed the Mahoney's singing Christmas carols and the cookies they brought her. Thank 

you church family for thinking of her. It brightened her day 

Mike Luecke for Dianne Luecke  

 

 Gracie wanted to go to the "next place" but we only had one assignment.       What a blessing to have 

such wonderful singers. 



 

 

Preschool and Sunday School Christmas Program 

Friday, December 10 2021 

 

 
 

Thank You Members 

Thank you everyone who came to decorate the 

church and enjoy coffee and cookies. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leah arrived at our front door with a goody bag.  The bag contained fudge, cookies, candy, a 

book, puzzles, oranges, pretzels, and candy canes.  What a treat!!!!!!!!! 

Our thanks to each and every one of you who took the time to remember Joan and I.  God Bless 

you all. 

 

Chuck Ginter  

 

 

Dear Mt. Pisgah Family, 

Nona dropped off a bag of calorie free goodies today.  Thank you again for thinking about us "no 

shows".  We wish you all a Blessed Christmas and a happy healthy 2022. 

George Fuchs 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

MISSION OF THE MONTH 

Hendersonville Rescue Mission 

Hendersonville Rescue Mission 

Our story began in 1981 with a man named George Cox and a Little Debbie food truck... our 

modern day story of the "fishes and loaves"! 

Our Mission Today: 

The general purpose of the Hendersonville Rescue Mission shall be to minister to needy persons 

by way of presenting the Gospel of Jesus Christ to them and helping to provide for their spiritual 

and physical needs. 

 

 

 

 
Poinsettias were donated by: 

 

Morin Family, Escude` Family, White Family, Rappley Family in thankfulness of family 

and friends, Bill Kruse, Barbara Volk, Donna Watkins, Jackie Fry, Gonzalez Family  in 

memory of brother Andy and honror of mother Rosie May, Leah Ryel, Kirchoefer Family, 

Lyn Heiple in memory of Wesley, Ann and Vaughn Heiple, Vickie Amato in memory of 

Gary Amato, Sanborn Family, Tharp Family, Nona Schmook, Sally Hardy in memory of 

grandson Jorge Miller. 

 

 
  

 
 

 

01/01 Carol Walters   01/20 Bill Weege  01/26 Sarah Christensen 

01/08 Mary Kaufman  01/21 James Stoltenberg 01/26 Eleanor Claycomb 

01/12 Jim Wing     01/24 Mary Mckinney 01/28 Nona Schmook 

01/16 Adell Keeney   01/25 Michele Maloney 01/29 Joann Kapugi 

01/19 Rick Sanborn 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
  

 
Surgeries and Illness 

 

  Brian Keeney      Sally Hardy   Helen Hutson (Montogmery) 

 Neil Motyka (Fry)      Joann Kapugi   Maureen Duemig  

 Joyce Boss (Kruse)    Kaufman Family  Mary Hill   

 Brenda Ridgeway (Amato) Gretchen Sweetser (Mincer) Nancy Stang 

  Mary Coffman (Rev. Coffman)  Ellen Trinka (Montgomery)  Stacy Olson (Ryel) 

 John & Linda Characky (Steen)  Mike & Suzie Characky (Steen)  

 Linda Nielsen (Keeney)       Judy Fuchs   Camilla Stacy (Ryel) 

 Mark & Julie Rorie (Armstrong) Les & Mary Jordan (Doster) Debbie Leger 

 Phil & Faith Anderson  Wayne & Karen Mathis (Steen) 

 Grant (McLellan)    Rose Steen   Vicki Fisher 

 Paul Van Der Vliet (Morin) Louise Bauer   Price Family (Gonzalez) 

 Quinn (Biddle)      Betty Ude   Nancy (Nelson) 

 Sandi Rivers (Ryel) 

 

Homebound 

 

Ann Cheadle   Kathleen Fox      Joan Ginter  

 Dorothy Lehman    Dianne Luecke  Jan Nelson    

 Eleney Selius   Louise Bauer   Warna Berryman 

 Judy Fuchs   Joann Kapugi   George Fuchs  

 Glenn Karnatz   Suzie Karnatz    Lee Marquardt  

 

Compassion and Sympathy 

 

Other Prayers and Concerns 

                                         

Our Preschool Staff, Children & Families         

Evangelical Lutheran Church & School in Laotchikit, Haiti  

 

 

 

 

 

Prayers and Concerns  
 



 

 

JANUARY 

 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 

 

       
2 
Communion 8 AM 
Sunday school 9:15 AM 
Communion  
10:45 AM & 5:00 PM 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
Women’s Bible 
Study 10 AM 
Prayer Shawl 1 
PM 
Evening Bible 
Study 7 PM 

6 
Quilter’s 
Ministry 9 
AM 

7 
Mission 
Board 
Meeting 1 
PM 

8 

       
9 
Communion 8 AM  
Sunday School 9:15 AM 
Communion  
10:45 AM & 5:00 PM 

 

10 
Ladies Guild 1 
PM 

11 
Elder’s 
Meeting 
7 PM 

12 
Women’s Bible 
Study 10 AM 
Evening Bible 
Study 7 PM 
 

13 
ECM Meeting 
2 PM 

14 15 

       16 
Communion 8 AM 
Sunday School 9:15 AM 
Communion  

10:45 AM & 5:00 PM 

17 
Preschool 
Closed 
Martin Luther 
King Holiday 

18 
 

19 
Women’s Bible 
Study 10 AM 

20 
Quilter’s 
Ministry 9 
AM 
Council 
Meeting 7 
PM 

21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

Communion 8 AM 
Sunday School 9:15 AM 
Communion  
10:45 AM & 5:00 PM 

  Women’s Bible 
Study 10 AM 
Evening Bible 
Study 7 PM 
 
 

   

30 
Communion 8 AM 
Sunday School 9:15 AM 
Communion  
10:45 AM & 5:00 PM 

31      

 


