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We are delighted to have you worship with us today.  May this hour of praise 

and celebration be one of spiritual renewal.  Please join us for worship at any 

time. To inquire about membership or other information, please call the 

Church Office:  692-7027 or email us at mtpisgahlcms@gmail.com. 
  

 

 

 

Rev. Jonathan Christensen - Pastor 

mplc.pastor@gmail.com 

Office: (828) 692-7027 ex.402 

Cell: (920)530-8606 

 



Order of Vespers 
Prelude O Come, All Ye Faithful (James Demessieux) Robert Hamrick 

 Ave Maria Zoe Christensen 

Stand 

Hymn                                                                                                   379 O Come, All Ye Faithful sts. 1, ref, 2–3 

 

 

 

 

 
 
P In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was 

in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any 
thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 

C The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 
P The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, 

and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his own, 
and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will 
of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

C And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the 
only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 



 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 

 
 

PSALMODY 

Psalm Psalm 98 Tone G 

 
1Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done | marvelous things!* 
 His right hand and his holy arm have worked salva- | tion for him. 
2The LORD has made known his sal- | vation;* 
 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations. 
3He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of | Israel.* 
 All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation | of our God. 

4Make a joyful noise to the LORD, | all the earth;* 
 break forth into joyous song and sing | praises! 



5Sing praises to the LORD | with the lyre,* 
 with the lyre and the sound of | melody! 
6With trumpets and the sound | of the horn* 
 make a joyful noise before the | King, the LORD! 

7Let the sea roar, and all that | fills it;* 
 the world and those who | dwell in it! 
8Let the rivers clap their hands; let the hills sing for joy together 9be- | fore the LORD,* 
 for he comes to | judge the earth. 
He will judge the world with | righteousness,* 
 and the peoples with | equity. 

 
Sit 

Hymn 376 Once in Royal David’s City 

 

 

 

 

 



Readings 
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 9:2–7 
L A reading from Isaiah, chapter 9. 

2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep 
darkness, on them has light shined. 3You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; they 
rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 4For the 
yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on 
the day of Midian. 5For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled 
in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. 6For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7Of the increase of his government and of peace 
there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of 
hosts will do this. 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsory LSB 230 

 

 
 

Duet Mary Sweet Mary (Selah) Mike and Bea Luecke 
 

Epistle Reading Titus 2:11–14 
L A reading from Titus, chapter 2. 
  

 11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12training us to renounce 
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present 
age, 13waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus 
Christ, 14who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people 
for his own possession who are zealous for good works. 
  

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 



O Great I Am,  Almighty Word sts. 1, 5 

 

 

 
 

 

Stand 

Holy Gospel Luke 2:1–20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
2This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all went to be registered, 
each to his own town. 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, 
to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 
5to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6And while they were there, the time 
came for her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling 
cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 

 8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were filled with fear. 10And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good 
news of a great joy that will be for all the people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of David 
a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in 
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God and saying,  14“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among 
those with whom he is pleased!” 
 

 15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us 
go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 
16And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17And when 
they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18And all 



who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things, 
pondering them in her heart. 20And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 
Sit 

Hymn 380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sermon 

 
 
 



Hymn 361 O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
Stand 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended 
into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Offering 

 

Sit 

Solo One Small Child (David Meece) Linda Licht 
 



Prayer 
Stand 

Kyrie LSB 233 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

P On this night when the darkness of sin and death are shattered by the dawn of Christ’s light, 
let us pray with confidence on behalf of Christ’s Church and all people as they have need. 
 

Send Your Holy Spirit to Your people that filled with joy because You have kept Your Word and 
given us Your own Son to be our Savior, and enable us to trust in Him always and proclaim His 
salvation to the ends of the earth. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
P Bless Your Church with faithful preachers of this Gospel and faithful teachers of the faith. 

Raise up many for church work vocations, for service on the mission field, and as catechists to 
those new to the faith. 

 
 

 

 



P Show mercy to the nations and deliver us from war and terror.  Encourage the leaders and the 
people to seek peace.  Bless those in authority that they may serve the people with integrity 
and wisdom.  Make us good citizens and good neighbors. 

 

 

 
 
 
P Heal the sick, relieve those who suffer, console the troubled, comfort the dying and those 

who grieve, and grant patience to everyone in their affliction that they may find hope in the 
mercy of God.   

 

 

 
 
 
P Give us faith to acknowledge the Lord’s incarnation, worship Him in spirit and in truth, and 

offer praise and thanksgiving with a grateful heart. 
 

 

 
 
 
P Hear us, Father, for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, by the power of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Sit 



Hymn 370 What Child Is This 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Stand 

Collect of the Day 

P O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your only-begotten Son, 
Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we may with sure 
confidence behold Him when He comes to be our Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Benedicamus LSB 234 

 

 



Lighting of the Christ Candle 
1004 Light the Candle st. 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

The Lighting of the Candles  
L As the light of these candles illumines our faces, it symbolizes the light of Christ, a child in the 

manger at Bethlehem, a Savior suffering our death on the cross and soon to come from His 
throne on high as Judge of all. He is our light here on earth and the eternal light who enlightens 
heaven, where there is no need of candle or sun. Rejoice, for the light of the world has come, 
who transforms us with the brightness of His glory. 

 

The pastor takes the light from the Christ candle and gives it to the acolytes and ushers. They pass the light on to the 
congregation. Lights are dimmed. 
 



Hymn                                                363 Silent Night, Holy Night sts. 1–3, 1g 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Benediction LSB 234 

 

 

 
 

The Congregation extinguishes their candles and exits the dimly-lit sanctuary in anticipation of the coming of our Lord. 
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Thank you to everyone who came to help decorate the church. 

 

 
Christmas Day Services 

 

Services on Christmas Day will be at 10:00 AM and 5:00 PM 

 

We hope everyone can join us. 

 
    

 
New Year’s Eve Service 

7:00 PM Friday December 31st 

 
 

After the Friday service on December 31, we invite you to 

stay and share some snacks and drinks.  We will have some 

games and good conversation.   

Where:  Fellowship Hall at Mt Pisgah Lutheran Church 

When:  Following the 7:00 PM service  

What:  Fun and games with snacks and drinks 

How:  Sign-up sheet in Narthex to let us know you are coming.  Please BYOB and any 

appetizers you want to share. 

 

 


