
 

 

Absolution 

In the second chapter of Mark, people are clamoring to get near to Jesus that they may hear him preach, 

teach, and perhaps to see him perform a miracle.  The crowds were so thick that it was nearly impossible 

to get close.  Mark recounts how four men were so determined in their faith that Jesus could heal their 

paralytic friend that they removed the roof above his head and lowered their friend down.   

And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” 6 Now some 

of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, 7 “Why does this man speak like 

that? He is blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 8 And immediately 

Jesus, perceiving in his spirit that they thus questioned within themselves, said to them, “Why do 

you question these things in your hearts? 9 Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are 

forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise, take up your bed and walk’? 10 But that you may know that the Son of 

Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the paralytic— 11 “I say to you, rise, pick 

up your bed, and go home.” 12 And he rose and immediately picked up his bed and went out before 

them all, so that they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, “We never saw anything like 

this!” (Mark 2:5-12) 

The healing of the paralytic reveals the divine authority of Jesus to us.  He truly is the God in the flesh, 

who has come to heal us from sin and death that we may be reconciled to God and restored to the 

perfection in which God made us before the fall.  The greater healing that took place in this text was not 

the deliverance of this man from his infirmity, but the declaration of forgiveness, and yet, it was the 

greater gift that gave the offense. 

The scribes who were present were outraged at Jesus’ boldness.  To their ears, this was blasphemy.  

Everyone had expected Jesus to miraculously heal the man; that’s what they had come to see, but to hear 

him speak in the place of God and declare sins forgiven was going too far.  How dare he make himself 

equal to God!  Now, we know the truth of who Jesus is, for he is the incarnate eternal Son, but they did 

not know that.  To them, his words were so outrageous that they likely could have led to the people 

seeking to stone Jesus if he had not responded as he did, by validating the authority he professed with 

the healing of the paralytic. 



 

 

In this event, the scribes were simultaneously right and wrong.  They may have been wrong about who 

Jesus is, but they were right in their recoil to what appeared to be a man blasphemously claiming equality 

with God.  They were ignorant, not sinful.  Later, when the scribes and pharisees had heard and seen Jesus 

and still rejected him, then yes, their unbelief became a sin, but, at this point, they have not yet rejected 

the Christ.  In fact, their questioning is reasonable, and their response after Jesus healed the man should 

be commended.  When they ask in their hearts, “Who can forgive sins but God alone,” their skepticism 

leads us to receive the truth that Jesus is true man and true God. 

Jesus pronouncing absolution in this text causes us to rejoice in the forgiveness the Son of God has come 

to free us from sin and death.  Christ, who is both our Redeemer and Judge, has taken away our sin and 

restored us to a right standing before God.  There is no greater sound in the ears of a believer than to 

hear: “Your sins are forgiven.”  Those who know and lament their sins hunger and thirst, like a person 

withering to the verge of death, to be nourished with the gracious declaration that revives our souls.  

When a heart is truly repentant of a sin and feeling the agony of bearing its weight, there is little 

satisfaction or relief given when a sin is confessed to the one we sinned against, but they merely shrug it 

off as though both the sin and the guilt of it were nothing at all.  To the contrary, there is an immeasurable 

feeling of liberation from sin’s shame over even the slightest offense when we hear the one offended say, 

“I forgive you.” 

Therefore, it may come as a surprise that words of absolution still cause offense.  Although it may seem 

commonplace as Lutherans gather to celebrate the Divine Service to hear the pastor to pronounce the 

absolution when the congregation confesses their sins, some visitors are shocked by this.  It is seen as 

blasphemous as they question in their hearts, “Who does this man think he is?  Who can forgive sins but 

God alone?”  In this, they do have a point.  If someone, whether pastor or otherwise, were to declare that 

they have the personal authority to forgive sins, then we too should be defensive.  However, like the 

scribes, who balked at Jesus forgiving sins in our text because they did not yet know that Jesus is God, 

those who are offended by the absolution spoken by the pastor in the Divine Service have also missed an 

important detail: the pastor is not forgiving the sin; Jesus is. 

On evening of the day Jesus rose from the dead, He miraculously appeared to his disciples in the upper 

room where they had barricaded themselves and said, “Peace be with you.”  After proving that it was 

truly him in the flesh, He then said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so 

I am sending you.”  And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy 

Spirit.  If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is 

withheld” (John 20:21-23).   

With this Jesus gave the Office of the Keys to the Church that they may pronounce to repentant sinners 

the forgiveness that Jesus has given us at the cross or to withhold the declaration of forgiveness from the 

unrepentant.  In either circumstance, the authority does not originate from the believers who comprise 

the Church, but from the one who would later commission His Church, “All authority in heaven and on 

earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 

And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

For the sake of good order and with the establishment of the Pastoral Office by the Apostles, the Church 

entrust the carrying out of the Office of the Keys to a called and ordained pastor.  He does not do these 

things by his own authority, but by that which is entrusted to his office by Christ, the Chief Shepherd 



 

 

(Pastor), through the Church.  This is why, if you listen closely, when the pastor speaks the absolution, he 

tells you directly that the forgiveness he speaks is not his own, but Christ’s. 

 Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. (LSB 151) 

 
The pastor, according to the office entrusted to him, serves as a representative of Christ and carries the 

message of forgiveness and reconciliation on Christ’s behalf.  Lutherans rejoice in hearing the Absolution 

because the words are received from the pastor as from God himself.  The declaration of God’s grace to 

reassure penitent Christians whose hearts are tormented by guilt may be spoken by any member of the 

Body of Christ, but they are even more boldly and formally spoken through the Pastoral Office as 

undershepherds of Christ.  Therefore, do not fear that the pastor has somehow gone mad with 

blasphemous delusions of grandeur; instead take comfort that he is faithfully fulfilling the duty entrusted 

to his office by Christ and the Church.  Just as it is the greatest of joys to hear that your sins have been 

forgiven, it is also the pastor’s greatest joy to repeat Christ’s absolution to you. 

 

The Lords Supper-By appointment 
 

Faithful People of Mt. Pisgah 

Individual Confession/Absolution with Communion will be offered at the 

church to any who desire to receive it.  Congregation members can 

schedule an appointment to receive the sacrament at their convenience for 

any time on Mondays from 9 AM to 9 PM or on Wednesdays from 1 PM 

to 6 PM.  During their appointed time, the communicant (or family) will 

be the only one entering the sanctuary.  The sacrament will be sanitarily prepared and placed on a 

table ahead of time, and the pastor will meet with them at a distance with a brief liturgy and 

consecration.  Sterilization will occur before and after the appointment.  This still leaves out the 

communal aspect of receiving the sacrament with fellow believers. But receiving the body and 

blood of Christ is far too important and necessary for the believer’s wellbeing to continue without 

it.   

Please consider making an appointment for individual communion. 

 

Please call the church office during business hours (Monday-Thursday 9AM-3PM and Friday 

from 9AM-Noon) to schedule your appointment.  We will make every effort to ensure that any 

interpersonal contact is minimal. 

May God bless you with His mercy and grace.  

 

 Pastor Jon 



 

 

 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES  

will be at 8:00 AM and 10:45 AM and 5:00 PM 

 BIBLE STUDY at 9:15 AM!!!  

SUNDAY SERVICES 10:45 AM will broadcast live 

 on the website and additionally, posted later for viewing on the web 

page. A DVD is available outside church door in the red box. 

 

 

NO NEED TO MISS CHURCH SERVICES OR EVENING BIBLE STUDY 
 

Information for accessing church service or evening Bible Study 

Online:  Video will be found on the home page at http://www.mtpisgahlutheran.com 

The service bulletin will also be available on the homepage. 

Phone:  Service will begin at 10:45 am, dial in direct with no access code to (508) 924-5662 or 

call toll-free (844) 802-6666 and enter access code 889956 

Podcast:  Search for “Mt Pisgah Lutheran” in your mobile device podcast app. 

YouTube:  Recording link will be published on the home page once it is available.  

A DVD is available outside church door in the red box on the wall. 

 

 

Preschool News 
The Preschool was greeted with an early morning visitor.  A parent hunted 

down the snake and killed it. 

 

It was not poisonous. 

 

 

 

 

Financial News 
   On Oct 24th we received $3,036 in general offerings.  In Oct so far, we have 
received $13,991.  Year to date we have received $201,335.  Budget YTD would 
be $233,920.  We are short $32,585 compared to budget.  The budget is $5440 

per week to cover expenses although we strive to control costs and expenses are coming in 
below budget for most weeks.   Thank you for your continued support of our church.  

http://www.mtpisgahlutheran.com/


 

 

 
 

Quilters Ministry 
The quilter’s ministry is in need of funds to buy supplies.  If you would like to help, mark your 

donation Quilters. They are preparing for quilts in December for the foster children. 

 

Anya White 
Anya White is living in Spain right now. Anyone wanting to encourage her may send letters but 

not packages. 

One USPS Global stamp will get a letter to her.  Packages will not pass through Spanish customs and 
should not be sent. 

Anya White 
Fray Juan de Navarrete 
N 5B, 7F 
Pontevedra, Spain 

 
 

Maxine Tatreau 
Moved to Colorado with her son Doug 

  Maxine Tatreau 

1528 E. Esconoido Drive 

Pueblo, CO  81007 

 
 

 
Surgeries and Illness 

 

  Brian Keeney      Sally Hardy   Helen Hutson (Montogmery) 

 Neil Motyka (Fry)      Joann Kapugi   Maureen Duemig  

 Joyce Boss (Kruse)    Kaufman Family  Mary Hill   

 Brenda Ridgeway (Amato) Gretchen Sweetser (Mincer) Mike Marquardt 

  Mary Coffman (Rev. Coffman)  Ellen Trinka (Montgomery)  Stacy Olson (Ryel) 

 John & Linda Characky (Steen)  Mike & Suzie Characky (Steen)  

 Linda Nielsen (Keeney)       Judy Fuchs   Camilla Stacy (Ryel) 

 Nancy Stang                 Mark & Julie Rorie (Armstrong) Les & Mary Jordan (Doster) 

 Phil & Faith Anderson  Wayne & Karen Mathis Debby Ledger 

 Grant (McLellan)    Rose Steen   Vicki Fisher 

 Paul Van Der Vliet (Morin)  

Prayers and Concerns  
 



 

 

 

Homebound 

 

Ann Cheadle   Kathleen Fox      Joan Ginter  

 Dorothy Lehman    Dianne Luecke  Jan Nelson    

 Eleney Selius   Louise Bauer   Warna Berryman 

 Judy Fuchs   Joann Kapugi   George Fuchs  

 Glenn Karnatz   Suzie Karnatz     

Lee Marquardt  

 

Compassion and Sympathy 

 

Other Prayers and Concerns 

                                         

Our Preschool Staff, Children & Families         

Evangelical Lutheran Church & School in Laotchikit, Haiti  

 
 

Thanksgiving Day Prayer 

(Lutheran Books of Prayer) 

“Great and merciful God and Father, of whom the whole 

family in heaven and earth is named, on this day of our 

national thanksgiving, I appear before Thee with gratitude in 

my heart and praise upon my lips. I extol Thee who hast 

opened Thy hands to supply our needs and Thy heart to 

forgive us our many sins. Thou hast permitted our fields to be 

tilled, the seed to be sown, the grain to ripen, the harvest to 

be gathered, gardens and orchards to give their yield. Thou hast prospered industries and business. 

Thou hast blessed the labors of our hands. Thou has preserved peace within our borders and spared 

our country from the horrors of war. Thou hast mercifully permitted the nation to pursue its course 

under the protection of our Constitution, granting us liberty of conscience and worship, freedom 

of speech and movement. I confess that we are unworthy of all these many blessings and 

undeserving of Thy love. Forgive us our many transgressions, and draw us closer to the heart of 

Christ, our Redeemer, who has atoned for all our iniquities. Continue Thy blessings on our beloved 

land; grant us an enduring peace and continued prosperity; graciously provide employment for all 

breadwinners. Let Thy Gospel be preached throughout the length and breadth of the nation for the 



 

 

salvation of many souls. Hear me for the sake of Thy Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen. (1951 

Lutheran Book of Prayer) 

 

ALTAR GUILD 
 

Last year our sanctuary was decorated beautifully for the Christmas holiday with use of fresh green 

branches. 

This year we are planning to purchase artificial garland to cover the altar rail, railings in the choir 

loft and where ever a garland would enhance our worship. 

Altar Guild  will be having a fundraiser for these garlands because we believe that our budget 

should be used for communion supplies such as wine and wafers. 

For this reason we will not be using our budget for decorating. 

We will be selling small bags of Thanksgiving chocolate with a name tag attached so they may be 

used for place cards or to be given to specific persons.  They will be sold after each service on 

October 31st, November 7th and 14th  for $2.50 each but only a limited number will be available 

so please make your purchases 

 early.  The chocolates will also be available in the church office. 

 

 

 

 PARISH LIFE 

CALLING ALL CRAFTERS  -  Would you be willing to donate one or more of your craft items to be sold at 

church in December to help offset the budget shortfall for this year?  Please contact Lydia Cassidy at 

(828)696-0588 or lydiac@morrisbb.net for more details. 

 
HELPFUL HINTS 

Take out-of-date medication to the Hendersonville Police Department lobby or Sheriff's Department 

lobby for proper disposal.  The pills must be in a plastic bag, not in their original bottles. 

 

Do you have an out of date cell phone?  Take old cell 'phones to Safelight Thrift Shop on 5th Ave. near 

Church Street.  They have them changed into 911 phones. 

 

mailto:lydiac@morrisbb.net


 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Good News from Haiti! 
While the media continues to report tragic events in Haiti, we want to share with you that God is 

in control!  Here are some of the work God is doing in the Central Plateau through the dedicated 

staff of the Evangelical Lutheran Church & School of Laotchikit. 

Over 500 children attend Lutheran school in Laotchikit.  Their day starts with the Haitian 

National anthem in the school yard before classes begin.  Students have classes in Christian 

education, science, math, Creole, French and social studies.  Because Laotchikit is located in the 

rural mountains of Haiti, away from the big cities with social unrest, they are able to safely 

conduct school every day.   

One element required by Pastor Walta in the Lutheran schools is, he insists students learn moral 

conduct and ethics on a daily basis.  Because there is corruption in local and federal 

governments, Pastor Walta believes teaching children ethics is crucial to the future success of 

Haiti. 

The preschool classrooms are located near 

the church building and separate from the 

main elementary school.  The precious 

children in the picture are reporting to 

pre-school in the morning.  They walk to 

school with older siblings, family or 

friends.  While Laotchikit is safe, parents, 

staff and church leaders continue to be 

vigilant in protecting the safety of the 

children and the community.    

Students prepare to begin class as they assemble in 

the school courtyard at the Evangelical Lutheran 

School of Laotchikit on Monday, October 18, 2021.  

They raise the Haitian flag and sing the national 

anthem. 

Mt. Pisgah contributes 90% of the school budget for the Lutheran school in 

Laotchikit.  The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Laotchikit contributes the 

balance needed.  Please prayerfully support this work with contributions to the 

Haiti School Mission.  An additional $11,000 is needed to fully fund this school year 

of 2021-2022. 



 

 

People are elected annually to act as ‘security guards’ for the village protecting the community 

from people with evil intent. 

The most important lesson students learn at school is that Jesus loves them!  He forgives their 

sins and wants a close relationship 

with them.  The children take this life 

changing Gospel home with them and 

teach their parents, many of whom 

have not had the benefit of Christian 

education.   

More Good 

News from 

Haiti! 
Eternal Shepherd Lutheran Church in Seneca, South Carolina sponsors the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church & School in the village of Pas Bon Bon.  This community is too far away from 

Laotchikit for the children to walk to school so they started their own school about four years 

ago.  Like most village schools in Haiti, it started out small with only a few students.  Now in 

this school year there are 280 students attending school in Pas Bon Bon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo of preschool children at the Evangelical Lutheran 

School of Laotchikit taken on Monday, October 18, 2021. 

 

This small child is praying with 

Pastor Walta who was visiting 

the school on Monday, 

October 18, 2021. 

 

 

A classroom of students at the Lutheran Church 

& School of Pas Bon Bon.  Eternal Shepherd in 

Seneca, South Carolina sponsors the school in 

Pas Bon Bon. 



 

 

The Best News from Haiti! 
The church of believers in the Central Plateau 

is growing.  On Saturday, October 16, 2021 

people were baptized in the river between 

Laotchikit and Pas Bon Bon.  It is tradition 

that people wear white for their baptism.  We 

give thanks to God for the faith these people 

received and pray the church will continue to 

grow until everyone in Haiti receives salvation 

through Jesus Christ.  As they say in Haiti, 

“God is good!  All the time, God is good!”. 

 

 

 

 
 

MISSION OF THE MONTH 

OUTREACH/COMMUNITY CONCERNS 

Recipients of our Mission of the Month donations have included the following:  Hendersonville 

Rescue Mission; Children & Family Resource Center Diaper Drive; Thrive; First Contact 

Addiction Ministries; Blue Ridge Prison & Jail Ministries; Medical Loan Closet; Edneyville 

Community Food Bank; School supplies for Bruce Drysdale Elementary School; The Hunger 

Walk; and The StoreHouse.  

Recipients of Outreach/Community Concerns included a luncheon for the staff at Sugarloaf 

Elementary School (75 people), financial assistance to a member of our Preschool Staff enabling 

her to move out of a very abusive relationship; a donation of Shelah Grace Henderson (an 8-year-

old fighting cancer); financial assistance to the EMT’s of Henderson County injured in a hit-and-

run accident; donation to the family of Lain Erick Valazquez Martinez (3-year-old child who died 

because of a home fire). “Thinking of You” cards are sent each month to our shut-ins.   Cards are 

also sent to members of our church who are listed on the Sickness/Surgery List and special cards 

are sent for holidays.  Pens with our name and Web Site are given to visitors along with a 

pamphlet describing our Church and Preschool. 

Jan Tharp – Chair 

 

 

Pastor Walta with the assistance of Elder Médéus 

baptized seventeen people in the river that day. 

 



 

 

LWML 

LWML/Ladies Guild News 

November 2021 

 
I’ve been a part of the Lutheran Women Missionary League (also called Lutheran Women in 

Mission) for over 40 years.  Recently I attended an online rally of area LWML groups and felt like 

I was “home” again.  During the 3-hour time, we worshiped the Lord and studied His Word and I 

felt refreshed in Christ. 

 

If you don’t know much about this organization, I’ve included their information below. 

Who We Are  

THE LWML MISSION STATEMENT  

As Lutheran Women in Mission, we joyfully proclaim Christ, support missions, and equip 

women to honor God by serving others.  

THE LWML VISION STATEMENT  

—Adopted January 2021  

The LWML is the leading group for LCMS women where each woman is welcomed and 

encouraged to use her unique God-given gifts as she supports global missions and serves the 

Lord with gladness.  

—Adopted June 2015, revised February 2016  

2021–2023 PRIMARY FOCUS  

• Proclaiming Christ  

Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all peoples! (Psalm 96:3).  

• Supporting Missions  

And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation (Mark 

16:15).  

• Equipping Women  

Now may the God of peace ... equip you with everything good that you may do his will (Hebrews 

13:20–21).  

• Serving Others  

As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another (1 Peter 4:10a).  

BELIEFS  

As an auxiliary of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, our beliefs are in line with the 

statements found on the LCMS website at lcms.org/about/beliefs  

 

OBJECT Mission Education, Mission Inspiration, Mission Service, Financial grants for mission 

needs  

MOTTO Serve the Lord with gladness (Psalm 100:2).  

LWML/Ladies Guild at Mt. Pisgah 

We meet each month on the second Monday at 1 pm.  Each month we have a devotion, 

discuss various mission projects, determine where to send money to support mission 

projects, and have refreshments.  Meetings typically run about an hour in length, longer if 

we are doing some hands-on activities such as assembling hygiene kits for a local mission 



 

 

organization.  We use the money from any fundraisers to send to mission projects, both 

local and far away that we determine as a group to support. 

Mite box monies that are collected are sent on to LWML.  At the last big meeting of the 

LWML at their convention in Lexington, Kentucky, mission projects to support during 

2021-2023 were selected by the gathered body of women from around the country.  28 

projects were selected with a mission goal of raising $2,150,00. 

Yes, you did read that right—over 2 MILLION dollars!  Those mites really do make a 

difference. 

Who can participate in LWML?  Any woman who is a member of the LCMS is 

automatically part of LWML.  There are no dues required.  Even if you can’t attend our 

monthly meetings, you can participate by collecting change in a mite box and turning it in 

monthly or just dropping a donation into the big mite box put out before the church services 

once a month. 

You can also attend and participate in our fun events such as the yearly rummage sale or 

the Christmas Celebration.  

The current president of the group is Jan Tharp, so see her for more information. 

--Submitted by Kathy Kirchoefer 

 

A Christmas Tea 

Mt. Pisgah Ladies are invited to a Christmas Tea, hosted 

by the LWML/Ladies Guild on Monday, December 13, 1 

pm at A Southern Cup of Tea located at 1529 Greenville 

Highway, Hendersonville.  The cost for the complete tea 

is $20.23 and will include sandwiches, scones, desserts, 

fresh fruit, and assortment of teas. If interested, please 

sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway.  You don’t 

want to miss this splendid event! 

 

LWML loves change, especially in a mite box! 

LADIES GUILD 
 

Mite boxes are collected the first Sunday of the month.  Your mites are 

used by the LWML for various mission projects. If you need a new box, 

they are located on the table in the narthex. 

 



 

 

 
 

 

11/03 Vivian Armstrong  11/13 Carol Heaphy  11/24 Robert Morin 

11/06 Robert Armstrong  11/17 Dietrich Fabricius 11/25 Lily Emerson 

11/07 Alan Clancy     11/17 Ann Cheadle  11/25 Herb Spies 

11/09 Paul Mincer   11/17 David Hawthorne 11/25 Kathleen Weege 

11/11 Philip Anderson  11/20 Craig Escude`  11/28 Nancy Stang 

11/11 Margi McLain   11/21 Ed Bertram  11/30 Peter Kawa 

 

Altar Flowers 
 

Flowers for the altar can be requested by signing the “Flower Chart” in the hallway outside ladies’ 

restroom.  You can call “Forget me not florist” or a florist of your choice to arrange delivery. 

Please check the chart or call the church office (692-7027) before calling the florist.  It is always 

pleasant to see flowers on the altar. 

 

 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

 
In Person & Via Telephone Conference 

 September 16, 2021 at 7 p.m. 
 

 

Steve Kirchoefer opened the meeting at 7:03 p.m.  A quorum was declared. 

 

Council members present:  Steve Kirchoefer, Barbara Volk, Sylvia Gonzalez, John Zagone, Judy 

Morin, Homero Gonzalez, Jan Tharp, Diane Sanborn, Kathy Kirchoefer, Lydia Cassidy, Wendy 

White, and Leah Ryel 

Others present:  Pastor Jon Christensen 

 

Absent:  Robert Hamrick 

Kathy Kirchoefer offered the devotions.  The Vision Statement was read by all. 

Minutes of the August 26, 2021 meeting were approved by Jan Tharp, seconded by Barbara Volk, 

& approved by all. 

Sylvia Gonzalez presented the August 2021 Financial News, and the Financial Reports as of 

August 31, 2021 (attached). 

 

 



 

 

Income Statement for the Month of August: 

 

The August Income Statement shows a net loss of $7,856.  The Church had a loss of $6,470.  The 

Preschool had a loss of $1,386.  YTD net gain is $65,788.  We will continue to give Church 

membership weekly offering numbers in the Wednesday e-mails, to inform members of where we 

stand. 

For August, we had 5 Sundays & 2 payrolls.  Offerings were $7,414 below budget based on a five 

Sunday month.  For the Preschool, we are not receiving any additional State funding at this time, 

except to replace the tuition that we were required not to charge the parents from March to October. 

We did receive $2,400 in additional food funds from the 2020 leftover Federal COVID 

distribution.  This will be shown in the Preschool’s Food Reimbursement account in September. 

 

Dedicated Gifts Account: 

 

This dedicated account balance for Audio/Visual at the end of August was $5,928.  We received 

one more invoice on September 7th, for $2,936, so the balance is now $2,992. 

 

Budget Items for 2022: 

 

We are working on the 2022 budget, and should have preliminary numbers when we finalize the 

September reports.  Please, let us know if there are any  items that need to be added to the budget. 

Pastor Christensen had no report.  The letter from the Elders was to have been e-mailed, too, but 

that didn’t happen.  There will be masks & social distancing required everywhere in the 

building.  The Service will be Sunday at 5 p.m. Organ music will be recorded at the 10:45 

a.m.  This will begin 9/26.  There will be no singing at that Service. 

Pastor will be involved in a S.E. District convention (May 2022), that is partly in person & partly 

on line.  A delegate from Church needs to be chosen very soon.  Barbara Volk has served in the 

past. 

Elders’ Report (attached) was by John Zagone.  Elders have reviewed the results of the survey.  It 

was determined that a third Service with more restrictions ought to be offered to those who are 

currently reluctant to attend.  They identified a potential list of Elders for 2022.  Those who have 

agreed to serve are Rick Sanborn and David Maloney, with David White as a possible 6th 

Elder.  Incoming Elders will attend the next 2 Elders’ meetings, & will begin service in January. 

Outreach & Community Concerns report (attached) was presented by Jan Tharp.  The Mission of 

the Month for August was collecting school supplies for Bruce Drysdale Elementary School’s 

kindergarten class.  We have used some blank cards, saving cards’ cost.  The September Mission 

of the Month is the Henderson County Hunger Coalition’s Hunger Walk.  October’s will be The 

Storehouse.  Cards were sent to those on the illness/surgery list. 

 

We participated in the Apple Festival Parade, with our children riding on the Keeney’s fire 

truck.  400 pamphlets with life savers were given out by members walking behind the truck. We 

could have given out 4,000, with the candy given separately.  Hunger Walk will be at the back 

parking lot 9/24 and 9/25. 

Christian Education had an oral report by Diane Sanborn.  Pastor found a new study for the 

children called Exploring the Bible, that will be used for all classes, including adults.  It will begin 

soon, and all classes will be coordinated. 



 

 

Early Childhood report (attached) was by Kathy Kirchoefer.  Katherine Montgomery’s report 

indicated that there are now 49 students, with 12 staff members.  Katherine would like to hire 2 

more staff members.  DCDEE made an unannounced visit 8/26, with 2 minor violations being 

found, which have been addressed.  The school has had a fire inspection, submitted the re-

enrollment for the food program (CACFP), and has requested the County to make the required 

Sanitation Site Visit.  Sinks were updated in Rooms 4, 5, & 6, and the camera system is 99% 

complete. 

The school sponsored a memorial service for Andi Lynn Blair, the almost 4 yr. old school child 

killed by a hit-and-run driver.  She had been a student since she was 18 months old, and her 

grandmother said she spoke to her family about Jesus, and often led them in prayer.  The school 

received a very positive note of thanks from a parent, which will be included in the next 

newsletter.  Steve offered to contact NC Works about placing job notices.  Sylvia Gonzalez stated 

that we are doing well.  Katherine is investigating adding ProCare for payments as an option for 

parents, to determine if it is more economical than Hi Mama.  For the Staff Handbook Revisions, 

Vickie Amato has worked with Sylvia Gonzalez and Katherine Montgomery on the definition of 

PTO, & PTO vs. vacation.   

For increased security, we are investigating putting in a second set of doors where parents drop off 

children.  Fire Marshal said that additional doors would not be a problem, if the same as the current 

exterior doors there.  Motion for Pastor to investigate cost was made & passed. 

The Board acknowledged the tremendous efforts by Katherine Montgomery to keep the school 

running during the pandemic, when many schools were unable to survive.  Our community 

benefitted greatly from Katherine’s ability to keep things going.  We agreed to give Katherine a 

$1,500 bonus for her work.  A motion regarding this was made and approved.  The bonus will be 

in her next paycheck, along with a letter of thanks from the Church Office.  Children in the 4-year-

old class will participate in the 9/24 Hunger Walk, by riding their tricycles around the parking lot. 

There was no Stewardship report from Wendy White.  A letter was submitted for the September 

View. 

Missions report (attached) was written by Wendy White.  Sylvia Gonzalez reviewed the financial 

reports and wire transfers for the month.  For the upcoming school year, there is a budget shortfall 

of $11,256 for the payroll of the school staff.  Pastor Walta delivered six water pumps to areas 

around Laotchikit.  Scholarships for middle and high school students are needed.  There are 

approximately 121 students requesting scholarships, with enough sponsors to help half that 

number. 

Pastor Kaster reports that a new Lutheran congregation is forming in Varnsdorf, 

Bohemia.  Services begin 10/31/2021.  There was discussion about mission opportunities in 

Alaska, with Barbara Volk leading the team to teach VBS in a remote village.  Barbara 

recommends that Mt. Pisgah join another church to learn how to conduct VBS in remote 

locations.  Information will be presented at 10/17/2021 Sunday School hour.  There will be a sign-

up sheet in the Narthex for volunteering in Alaska.  It costs about $1,600/person.  We’ll need to 

have fund raising.  

Parish Life had an oral report by Lydia Cassidy.  Reformation Sunday, “pokes” for Christmas, and 

Christmas luncheon are coming up. 

Board of Inside Property report (attached) was by Judy Morin.  She thanks Homero for 

constructing the rod for the kitchen drapes (now hung), which help to conceal the garbage container 

and open areas under the sing.  Recycle bin and new rug were purchased for the Fellowship 



 

 

Hall.  Window cleaners were asked for a price to clean Narthex windows, the only windows not 

cleaned last year. 

Contract with Jan-Pro ends October 31.  We’re often dissatisfied with their work, so have asked a 

new company to clean on alternate weeks.  So far, the results are satisfactory.  There is a question 

about whether we should get the other ducts cleaned; only those in the Fellowship Hall were 

cleaned recently.  Quotes will be obtained to do that. 

Board of Outside Property report (attached) was by Homero Gonzalez.  Most of the rocks have 

been removed from around the sign.  Some were put under the reflector light for the building cross, 

which was sinking in soft dirt.  More dirt is needed, so that we can do landscaping (low ground 

cover, short flowers, and mulch). The small bushes from the front of the sign are now close to the 

building. 

At the request of the Fire Marshal, the numbers “2606” were added to our building, on the left as 

you enter the driveway.  There is a sign posted on the Memorial Garden entrance gate, that the 

grounds are under camera surveillance; that was requested by Rudy Eidam.  Weeding and clearing 

the upper parking lot for the upcoming Hunger Walk is complete. 

 

NOTE:  Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to be the Outside Maintenance Representative 

these past years.  I will help the incoming replacement and be available for consulting, as needed. 

 

 

 

Old Business: 

 

1.  Steve Kirchoefer explained the wording of a statement to be made at the November 

Congregational meeting.  This will be discussed at the next meeting after the next Board of 

Stewardship discusses it. 

2.  Update on Audio System.  About $3,000 remains, which will be used for cameras. 

 

New Business:  

 

Numbers 1 through 3 were previously discussed. 

4.  Candidates for Church Council 2022 (Steve).  Steve Kirchoefer appointed Pastor Jon, himself, 

Robert Hamrick, & Leah Ryel (Executive Committee) to be the Nominating Committee for the 

2022 Church Council. 

Steve Kirchoefer will be unable to attend on October 21, so the next Church Council meeting will 

be held on October 14, with devotions by Jan Tharp. 

 

The November Church Council meeting will be November 11 at 7 p.m., with the Voters’ meeting 

scheduled to be on November 14. 

 

At 8:08 p.m., after a motion by Leah Ryel, seconded by Kathy Kirchoefer, Steve closed the 

meeting with The Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Leah Ryel 

Recording Secretary      



 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER 

 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 

Women’s Bible 
Study 10 AM 
Prayer Shawl 1 
PM 

Evening Bible 
Study 7 PM 

4 

Quilter’s 
Ministry 

9 AM 

5 

Mission 
Board 1 PM 

6 

 

       7 
Communion 8 AM 
Sunday School 9:15 AM 
Communion  
10:45 AM & 5:00 PM 

8 
Ladies Guild 
 1 PM 

9 
Elder’s 
Meeting  
7 PM 

10 
Women’s Bible 
Study 10 AM 
Evening Bible 
Study 7 PM 

11 
 

12 13 

       

14 
Communion 8 AM  
Sunday School 9:15 AM 
Communion  
10:45 AM & 5:00 PM 
 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
Women’s Bible 
Study 10 AM 
Evening Bible 
Study 7 PM 

18 
Quilter’s 
Ministry  
9 AM 
Council 
Meeting  
7 PM 

19 20 

       21 
Communion 8 AM 
Sunday School 9:15 AM 
Communion  

10:45 AM & 5:00 PM 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
Women’s Bible 
Study 10 AM 

Thanksgiving 
Eve Service 
6 PM 

25 
Thanksgiving  

26 
Office and 
Preschool 
Closed 

27 

    
 

   28  
1st Sunday in Advent 
 
Communion 8 AM 
Sunday School 9:15 AM 
Communion  
10:45 AM & 5:00 PM 

29 30     


