
 

 

The Liturgy of the Divine Service – Eucharistic Prayer and the Word of Institution 

When I was growing up our table etiquette could be described as loosely refined barbarism.  

Elbows sometimes ended up on the table, sleeves functioned as napkins in a pinch, and the topics 

of conversation were permitted to border on uncouth (if they were funny). I am pretty sure that my 

father relished being uncivilized, and occasionally he would announce that our true barbarism was 

permitted to be unleashed, which typically meant that no females were present and we could eat 

with our hands.   

Still, our improper dining habits had their limits.  We asked for dishes to be passed instead of 

reaching and grabbing.  We waited patiently until everyone finished their meal before leaving the 

table.  We didn’t steal from each other’s plates (again, unless it was funny).  We used utensils 

properly (when females or company were around).  Most importantly, without exception, we gave 

thanks to God for our food. 

We, who have been invited by Christ our Lord to come to His Table for the Lamb’s festal feast 

and partake in His gracious gifts for our forgiveness and salvation, receive a meal of greater 

richness and honor than anything the highest society on earth could offer.  In this blessed 

Sacrament, Jesus feeds us with His own Body and Blood: a food so full of grace that instead of us 

consuming and digesting it into our bodies, through the eating, we are drawn into His Body.  

Therefore, we take the utmost care to hold this Meal in the greatest esteem and faithful devotion 

that we do not treat it as common or handle it in an undignified manner. 

As we continue our examination of the Divine Service, and having left off last month with the 

singing of the Sanctus that confesses the thrice-holy nature of this Sacrament, we make our final 

preparations with reverent prayer.  A eucharistic prayer (prayer of thanksgiving) follows the 

angelic hymn, in which we specifically thank the Father for sending His Son, Jesus, to us in both 

His incarnation and in the Sacrament we are preparing to receive.  In this way we are following 

the example Jesus set for us when he give thanks prior to feeding the 5000 and when he prayed as 



 

 

he broke the bread and give it to his disciples at the Last Supper, where this Sacrament was 

instituted. 

Although the liturgical phrasing of this prayer differs between the settings of the Divine Service, 

the prayer generally has two parts: remembering and invoking.  The prayer “remembers” the 

reason for the incarnation—our sin—and recalls the means of our redemption—the death and 

resurrection of Jesus.  In response to our reflection of what God has done for us through His Son, 

we give thanks.  The second part: the invocation, is not calling the Holy Spirit to descend upon the 

elements of the Sacrament, but upon us.  We ask that we be made worthy recipients of this 

sacrificial gift by strengthening and increasing our faith.  We invoke the Holy Spirit to come and 

make our hearts ready to greet and receive Christ our Redeemer and Lord. 

Historically it is around this point in the Divine Service that the Lord’s Prayer is spoken or sung.  

We pray the prayer that Jesus taught us as he bodily comes to us in, with, and under the elements 

of the Lord’s Supper.  In the first couple centuries of the church, the Lord’s Prayer, also known as 

the “Our Father” was liturgically given to the people, but somewhere following 600 AD, it was 

handed over to the priest and remained that way until the late 20th century.  The prayer is now 

commonly prayed by the assembly, but in some settings, it reverts back to the pastor praying on 

behalf of the people, and congregation sings or recites the closing of the Lord’s Prayer (“For Thine 

is the kingdom…”)  in response. 

The final preparations for Holy Communion declare the true and bodily presence of Jesus with the 

Words of Institution.  Here, the pastor speaks from Scripture the words and promises of Christ 

himself as he proclaims what is given and received in this Holy Meal.  In clear terms, our Lord 

announces that his body and his blood, which were sacrificed for us on the cross for the forgiveness 

of our sins, are present in, with, and under the bread and wine.  Just as the fullness of Jesus’s 

divinity was miraculously present and indistinguishable from full humanity in the incarnation, so 

also he is miraculously present through the means of the Supper’s physical elements to deliver the 

redeeming work of Christ to us.  The Words of Institution reassure us of that promise and its 

certainty. 

Now, the table has been set, and the meal is prepared.  Christ has joined his people in the Divine 

Service as both the host and the feast.  Next time, we will examine the distribution and reception 

of this life-giving gift. 

 

The Lords Supper-By appointment 
 

Faithful People of Mt. Pisgah 

Individual Confession/Absolution with Communion will be offered at the 

church to any who desire to receive it.  Congregation members can 

schedule an appointment to receive the sacrament at their convenience for 

any time on Mondays from 9 AM to 9 PM or on Wednesdays from 1 PM 



 

 

to 6 PM.  During their appointed time, the communicant (or family) will be the only one entering 

the sanctuary.  The sacrament will be sanitarily prepared and placed on a table ahead of time, and 

the pastor will meet with them at a distance with a brief liturgy and consecration.  Sterilization will 

occur before and after the appointment.  This still leaves out the communal aspect of receiving the 

sacrament with fellow believers. But receiving the body and blood of Christ is far too important 

and necessary for the believer’s wellbeing to continue without it.   

Please consider making an appointment for individual communion. 

 

Please call the church office during business hours (Monday-Thursday 9AM-3PM and Friday 

from 9AM-Noon) to schedule your appointment.  We will make every effort to ensure that any 

interpersonal contact is minimal. 

May God bless you with His mercy and grace.  

 

 Pastor Jon 

 
 

BIBLE STUDY at 9:15 AM!!! 

  

SUNDAY SERVICES 10:45 AM will broadcast live on the website and 

additionally posted later for viewing on the web page. A DVD is 

available outside church door in the red box. 

 

 

NO NEED TO MISS CHURCH SERVICES OR EVENING BIBLE STUDY 
 

Information for accessing church service or evening Bible Study 

Online:  Video will be found on the home page at http://www.mtpisgahlutheran.com 

The service bulletin will also be available on the homepage. 

Phone:  Service will begin at 10:45 am, dial in direct with no access code to (508) 924-5662 or 

call toll-free (844) 802-6666 and enter access code 889956 

Podcast:  Search for “Mt Pisgah Lutheran” in your mobile device podcast app. 

YouTube:  Recording link will be published on the home page once it is available.  

A DVD is available outside church door in the red box on the wall. 

 
 

Special Prayers for the people of Haiti, due to the unrest in Haiti and the assassination of the 

President.  Pastor Walta is safe right now, we continue to prayer for all. 

 
 

http://www.mtpisgahlutheran.com/


 

 

 

Surgeries and Illness 

  Brian Keeney      Sally Hardy  Helen Hutson (Montogmery)  

  Neil Motyka (Fry)      Joann Kapugi  Maureen Duemig   

 Joyce Boss (Kruse)    Melanie & family (Kaufman)   

  Elizabeth Kaufman    Mary Hill  Brenda Ridgeway (Amato)  

 Mary Coffman (Rev. Coffman)  Ellen Trinka (Montgomery) Gretchen Sweetser (Mincer) 

Stacy Olson (Ryel)  Raymond Chang (Kirchoefer)     John & Linda Characky (Steen)   

     Mike & Suzie Characky (Steen) Linda Nielsen (Keeney)       Leah Ryel  

  Robin Brier       Dietrich Fabricius  Jerry Kaufman 

  Ethan Wise (Dailyn) 

 

Homebound 

 

Ann Cheadle   Kathleen Fox      Joan Ginter  

 Dorothy Lehman    Dianne Luecke  Jan Nelson    

 Eleney Selius   Louise Bauer   Warna Berryman 

 Judy Fuchs   Joann Kapugi   George Fuchs  

 Glenn Karnatz   Suzie Karnatz    Dave & Lee Marquardt  

 

 

Compassion and Sympathy 

 

Maloney family at the passing of David Maloney’s father Tom Maloney 

 

Other Prayers and Concerns 

                                         Our Preschool Staff, Children & Families 

            Evangelical Lutheran Church & School in Laotchikit, Haiti  
 

 

Preschool News 

August 2021 
 

The regular school year will be starting soon, and new staff have joined the school.  The latest hires have 

experience and education, and we are hoping that they will stay with us for many years like our other 

wonderful teachers.  Please pray for the teachers as they prepare for the new year and for the children 

and their families. 

Prayers and Concerns  
 



 

 

As reported to the ECM Board by the Director and Staff: 

 

Here’s what some of our parents have said about our school: 

 

“Our toddler loves going to Mt. Pisgah Preschool!  She is always so happy when we pick her up and is 

clearly well cared for.  She constantly comes home with new songs and prayers of gratitude that are 

different than what we teach her at home, which is wonderful.  Having affordable childcare we can trust 

is absolutely a blessing to our family.  We are so grateful to be part of the Mt. Pisgah Lutheran Church 

family even indirectly through the preschool.” 

 

“Both my wife and I are thrilled that our daughter is being taught and cared for by God-loving individuals.  

Finding a Christian environment is becoming more difficult in this day and age.  We never worry about her 

when she is in your care and are thankful for you!” 

 

How we make a difference: We have a foster child with lots of anger issues. Typically, when he gets 

frustrated, he screams, throws things or hits.  One of the teachers has been working with him on positive 

ways that he can express his anger and frustration. The other day, he was trying to build a large block 

structure that kept falling down.  Instead of throwing the blocks, he got up and went to the art center and 

“drew his anger” (one of the techniques they have been working on). When he calmed down, he drew a 

“plan” of what he wanted to build and tried to build his structure again.  

 

Submitted by Kathy Kirchoefer, ECM Board Chair 

 
 

The Future of Mt. Pisgah Preschool 
The following is my own personal opinion and does not reflect the opinions of all the Early Childhood 

Ministry Board members. –Kathy Kirchoefer 

 

I have been a member at Mt. Pisgah Lutheran Church for almost 10 years now.  The preschool has always 

seemed to be a puzzlement to me.  I’ve never been a member of a church with a preschool, so my experience 

was limited.  I joined the Early Childhood Ministry (ECM) Board early on but was not happy with some of 

the decisions the Board was making for the school program such as adding babies and expanding into more 

parts of the church building, but being the “new kid on the block” felt like my negative opinions of some 

of the directions the preschool headed were uneducated opinions and decided to leave the Board. 

 

A few years later, our current school director, Katherine, knowing of my involvement in the Smart Start 

Partnership for Children (I was a Board member for several years with them), encouraged me to join the 

ECM Board again, and I did so. 

 

I was accepted into the Once Upon a Time Reading Program through the Children and Family Resource 

Center and requested to be a reader at Mt. Pisgah Preschool.  I came into our preschool once a week and 

shared books with Tiffany’s Pre-K class.  It was a joy for me, and I got to see what a wonderful facility we 

have at our church and the talented and meet some of the dedicated staff who work there. 

 



 

 

I then worked as the coordinator of the volunteers for the Once Upon a Time program, a parttime job that 

took me into about a dozen preschools in Henderson County.  This exposure to other preschools in our area 

made me appreciate even more what we have here at Mt. Pisgah.   

 

When Wendy Maloney had served out her time as chair of the ECM Board, I was asked to take her place 

and I have done so.  I have developed some goals for my time as chair that include the following: 

 

--Increase staff retention including hiring policies that require of our staff both education and experience as 

well as a faith in Christ. 

--Lower student-teacher ratios 

--Achieve 5-star status 

--Develop a program that encourages staff to pursue furthering their education beyond the incentives 

already in place 

--Prepare the school and staff for the time when Katherine retires  

--Develop a program that makes the school more ready for hard to place children such as foster children, 

children with special needs, and financially needy families. 

--Find ways to engage the congregation in further supporting the school, and understanding and contributing 

input to the directions the school takes 

--Make the school both Christ-centered and focused more on the needs of the children it serves rather than 

focusing on its financial stability. 

 

Please pray for the Board and our school as we work to provide for our community the best school in the 

county that shares the word of God and promotes excellence in all we do. 

 

 
CHOIR 

Calling all singers!  It's time to bring all who enjoy singing together to reform our Mt. Pisgah 
Choir.  Rehearsals will begin on Sunday, September 12th.  The choir rehearsal room is on the left 
down the hallway just past the kitchen.  We gather as soon as possible after the second service 
ends and rehearse for about an hour and a half.     
  
Who can join?  Anyone who would like to be a part of a fabulous group!  Do you have to be able 
to read music?  NO!  Do you have to have a trained voice or an outstanding singing 
ability?  Absolutely not!  We join together to make a joyful noise to the Lord and let our praise 
and thankful hearts be expressed with our best efforts.  Any questions may be directed to Lois 
Schweinler, choir director, following the second service, by calling (828) 551-2240, or emailing 
locious333@hotmail.com.  We would love you have to be a part of our choir! 

  
We are so grateful to those members who were willing to record their voices during this past 
year to enable us to have some choral music during the worship services.  A great big THANK 
YOU to each one of you! 

  
 Lois Schweinler 

 

 

mailto:locious333@hotmail.com


 

 

Mission of the Month 
Back to School 

MOM for August-As school prepares to open: the Mission of 

the Month for August will be collecting school supplies. Consider 

picking up supplies to help Bruce Drysdale Elementary with any of 

the following items: glue sticks, fine tip dry eraser markers, colored 

pencils, CRAYOLA crayons, washable markers, single spiral 

notebook, 1 inch binder, colored highlighters, 3 prong plastic folder 

with pockets, composition notebook, 1 ½ inch binder, Ticonderoga 

#2 pencils, reuseable water bottle. 

 
 

 
 

08/02 Millis Parshall   08/11 Don Steen  08/23 Bill Jaegar 

08/05 Philip McLain   08/13 Anna Emerson  08/23 Kathryn Kirchoefer 

08/06 Maureen Duemig 08/17 Dorothy Lehman 08/25 Stephen Leyrer 

08/11 William Leger   08/22 Marilyn Bertram 08/31 Kathleen Fox 

 
Thank you Parrish Life and ladies who made “Friendship bags” they are so 

beautiful and thoughtful. Maureen Duemig, Suzie Karnatz 

My thanks to everyone who put together the card, goodie bag and Friendship 

Booklet for Judy and me.  It is appreciated.  With the exception of a chocolate chip 

cookie which will get lost somewhere in my apartment , I will deliver the bag of 

goodies to Judy when I see her tomorrow. 

  Thank you all.          George     

 

Thriving in Chaos 

Events always seem to be ruled by chaos in Haiti.  The cycle of 

starvation, disease, and death continues and now Haitians face new 

devastating issues.   

In January 2020 the nation broke out in protests when the 

President of Haiti dissolved the parliament of elected lower leaders 

and the public cried out over political corruption where tens of millions of dollars were 

complete disorder and 

confusion 



 

 

embezzled as the population starved.  Over several months, riots deteriorated into gangs 

ruling the streets, kidnapping victims for money, including nuns and priests, and killing 

anyone who got in their way or could not pay.  Then in March 2020 most of the world, 

including Haiti, shut down to prevent wide spread deaths from COVID-19.  In a country 

where there is little to no healthcare, and families sleep 10+ people to a house, social 

distancing is difficult to impossible and a high death toll was expected.  The only defense 

for Haitians seemed to be masks, social distancing, and herbal teas.  Thankfully, COVID 

did not cause massive deaths in Haiti as expected, due in part to the young population. 

Now more troubles upon troubles.  In July the President of Haiti was assassinated causing 

a battle over who controls the government and the acting Prime Minister was forced to 

resigned.  Violence continues to increase with no law or social order other than gang rule.   

How can anyone thrive in such chaos? 

The answer is found in the power of God as He has 

His hand of protection over the preaching stations 

and young churches in the Central Plateau.  Our 

churches and schools in the mountains are isolated 

enough to protect the believers from the gang 

violence found in larger towns and cities.  However, 

Pastor Walta is convinced people need to be taught 

ethics and moral behaviors before the violence in Haiti 

will end.  To achieve this goal, Pastor Walta sought 

and received permission from the Secretary of 

Education in Haiti to open adult literacy programs in 

all the preaching stations.  This will allow adults to 

learn to read.  He was required to gain this permission 

by written agreement before the literacy programs 

could start.   

While godly behavior is taught in all the Lutheran 

schools in the Central Plateau, children learn a 

different lesson at home if their parents do not read 

and have not been taught the Word of God.  By teaching adults to read the Bible, the 

literacy program will teach adults ethics and moral behavior through Holy Scripture.  

Pastor Walta’s plan is for the seminary students, who lead the preaching stations, to teach 

adults how to read.  This will include around 1,200 adults.       

Praise Report 

Because Laotchikit is so isolated in the mountains, the church and school there are able 

to thrive with classes held each school day September through June and worship held 

 

Pastor Walta with the Secretary of 

Education for Haiti.  They signed an 

agreement to allow the Lutheran 

churches to open adult literacy 

programs throughout the Central 

Plateau. 

 



 

 

each Sunday.  A dedicated gift recently purchased many cases of medicine for the school 

to treat infections, respiratory disease, scabies, internal parasites, fever and much more. 

Lutheran seminary classes are held at the school on Saturdays as church leaders take 

classes in divinity such as Old Testament, New Testament, Law & Gospel, French, English, 

Homiletics (the art of preaching and writing sermons) and ETHICS!  Pastor Walta tells us 

it is not good enough to teach ethics and morals to the children in school, but that adults 

must learn to read the Bible and be taught as well.   

Pray for… 

God’s Holy angels to go before, beside & behind all the new Christians in the young 

churches in Haiti. 

Protection for Pastor Walta and other church leaders who preach the good news of 

freedom from sin though Christ Jesus. 

Safe and fair presidential, parliamentary and legislative elections in Haiti on September 

26, 2021. 

Godly men of faith with ethics and morals be elected as leaders of this troubled nation. 

Church leaders in the preaching stations to be able to teach literacy, morals and ethics 

to the adults in their villages. 

Funding for all the Lutheran schools throughout the villages of Haiti which struggle to 

stay open. 

Haiti to become a safe and peaceful nation where all its citizens may work, live and 

worship in peace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE LADIES GUILD 

The next meeting of the Ladies Guild will be Monday, September 13, 2021. 

 

Lydia Cassidy 

 

Please consider a dedicated gift to support the teachers and staff of 

the Lutheran School of Laotchikit.  The Mission Committee will be 

approving the 2021 - 2022 school budget in August. 

Consider supporting a student in middle school or high school who 

would like to continue their education.  $120 per year pays for one 

student’s tuition, books and uniform.  There are about 75 students 

who want to continue to go to school after 6th grade. 



 

 

 

FINANCIAL NEWS 

 

On July 25th, we received $4,124 in general offerings.  For July, we received 
$15,103.  This is the lowest month of general offering since Sept 2018 including 
all the months that we were under the COVID restrictions.  Year to date we have 

received $148,907.  Budget YTD would be $163,200.  We are short $14,293 compared to 
budget.  The budget is $5440 per week to cover expenses although we strive to control costs 
and expenses are coming in below budget for most weeks.    
    
Thank you for your continued support of our church.  

 
 

Dear Friends and Family, Greetings from Fort Wayne, Indiana!  

 
Thank you for your kind and wonderful support of us over the past year.  We have been most grateful 

for it.  Please enjoy this newsletter update on how we are doing in Fort Wayne.  Yours in Christ, Erik, 

Katie and Stephen Saunders 

 

A lot has happened since I last wrote. I finished my first year at the seminary. Better yet, Katie gave birth 

to our first child! 

          
                   

 Say hello to Stephen Ambrose Saunders! Little Stephen was born on April 27, 2021, at 22” long, weighing 

9 lbs 2 oz. We thank God for a safe labor and delivery and for a healthy, beautiful, baby boy. The winter 

and spring quarters flew by as we awaited the birth of our first child. When he arrived in late April, we 

named him Stephen, after Erik’s father, and Ambrose, for the 4th-Century Church Father.  

Erik finished his first year successfully. He enjoyed studying all four Gospels in Greek. Next year he will 

begin to study the Old Testament in Hebrew. This summer he is working outdoors building roofs and also 

taught his first Bible study on 1 John. Later this summer he will visit his home congregation in Minnesota 

and deliver his first sermon.  



 

 

Katie had a wonderful year teaching at Redeemer Classical School in Fort Wayne. Now, she is delighted 

to be at home with Stephen. Life is busy and full but wonderful and exciting, too. Over the last several 

weeks he has learned to smile, “talk,” and play, and we have loved every minute of it!  

Baptismal Tidings  

On May 1, 2021, Stephen’s other grandfather, Pastor Thomas Olson, baptized him at the seminary chapel. 

We were grateful to the family members, friends, and sponsors who came and joined us on that blessed 

day. “God’s own child I gladly say it, I am baptized into Christ!”  

Baptized into Christ, four days old.  

Reflections on Baptism and Pentecost:  

God the Father gives us all things in creation, and God the Son restores us to a right relationship with our 

heavenly Father. But without the gifts of the Holy Spirit, we would never know Jesus. Therefore, Martin 

Luther writes: “Because this grace would benefit no one if it remained so profoundly hidden and could not 

come to us, the Holy Spirit comes and gives himself to us also, wholly and completely… Therefore, I 

maintain and know that just as there is no more than one gospel and one Christ, so also there is no more 

than one baptism. And that baptism in itself is a divine ordinance, as is his gospel also.” (Confession 

Concerning Christ’s Supper, 1528). 

 What We’re Looking Forward To  

At the end of July, we will enjoy a vacation up north in Minnesota. Erik will return to class after Labor 

Day. Katie will remain home with Stephen, who is growing every day! 

We miss you and remain ever grateful for your love, prayers, and generous support. God be with you all. 

Love, the Saunders  

                               

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

In Person & Via Telephone Conference 
June 17, 2021 at 7 p.m. 

 
Steve Kirchoefer opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m.  A quorum was declared. 
 
Council members present:  Steve Kirchoefer, Robert Hamrick, Sylvia Gonzalez, John Zagone, Judy 
Morin, Jan Tharp, Kathy Kirchoefer, Lydia Cassidy, and Leah Ryel 
 
Others present:  None 
 
Absent:  Barbara Volk, Diane Sanborn, Homero Gonzalez, Wendy White  
 
Kathy Kirchoefer offered the devotions.  The Vision Statement was read by all. 
 
Minutes of the May 20, 2021 meeting were approved by Jan Tharp & seconded by Lydia Cassidy, 
approved by all. 
 
Minutes of the June 1, 2021 Special Called Church Council Executive Committee meeting were 
approved by Steve Kirchoefer & Robert Hamrick. 
 
Sylvia Gonzalez presented the May 2021 Financial News, and the Financial Reports as of May 31, 
2021 (attached). 
 
Income Statement for the Month of May: 
 
The May Income Statement shows a net loss of $4,051.  The Church had a loss of $4,745.  The 
Preschool had a gain of $694.  YTD net gain is $108,279.  The May 30th offerings of $4,976 could 
not be deposited until June, so they will be included in the June Offerings.  We also did not receive 
the Water Bill or the Garbage Hauling Invoice for May until June 1st, due to the holiday.  They will 
show on the expense reports in June.  We will continue to give the Church membership weekly 
offering numbers in the Wednesday e-mails to inform members of where we stand.  
 
For May, we had 4 Sundays, since the May 30th was deposited in June, and 2 payrolls.  Offerings 
were $1,692 below budget based on a 4-Sunday month.  For the Preschool, we are not receiving 
any additional State funding at this time, except to replace the tuition that we were required not to 
charge the parents for March and April, and extended to May.  Please note that the Preschool 
expenses for May are ~$10K under budget, for the 2nd month in a row. 
 
Second Round of PPP Loan/Grants: 
 
All of the documentation has been uploaded to the United Community Bank, as requested, showing 
how the PPP Loan was used.  These documents are being reviewed by the bank, and they have 
submitted a request for conversion to a grant to the Federal Authorities.  We have not heard back on 
the status, but do not expect any issues.  The above YTD net gain includes the PPP funds.  Sylvia 
checked with the bank, & all should go well for changing the PPP to a grant; things are just moving 
slowly. 
 
New Cleaning Service: 
 
Jan-Pro started cleaning May 1.  We have been in contact with them, as they did not show up for the 
cleaning two out of three times.  One time, they came on Monday instead of Saturday, and another 



 

 

time not at all.  They will be reassigning our cleaner for June, and will give us credit for the missing 
services.  In the meantime, office staff and Preschool have been cleaning as needed.  Sylvia now 
has the cell ‘phone number for our contact.  
 
Dedicated Gifts Account: 
 
This dedicated account will be used to maintain funds for the new Fellowship Hall flooring and the 
new audio/video equipment.  The balance at the end of May was $23,532, and we are seeing more 
activity in June for this account.  The flooring quote is ~$16,500, so the balance will be available for 
the new audio/video equipment. 
 
Sylvia just learned that the price for flooring has increased to $3.99/sq. ft.  Our usual contact has 
been out sick, so Sylvia has been speaking to someone else.  If the flooring cost is greater than we 
had been told, there will be less of a balance from the donation for the sound system. 
 
Steve says that only part of the system is in, & we will have everything in the system balanced when 
all parts have been received. 
 
Robert says that there are 4 children going to Camp Lind Haven this Summer.  Funds are normally 
taken from the Sunday School account. 
 
Motion #1: 
 
Kathy Kirchoefer made a motion to use some of the Sunday School funds to send 4 children to 
Camp Lind Haven.  Robert Hamrick seconded the motion.  All approved. 
 
Pastor Christensen was absent & had no report. 
 
Outreach & Community Concerns report (attached) was presented by Jan Tharp.  A check for $250 
was presented to Blue Ridge Prison & Jail Ministries, May’s MOM.  June’s MOM is the Medical Loan 
Closet.  We and Parish Life will work on “pokes” for homebound, for August 1. 
Elders’ Report (attached) was by John Zagone.  On 6/13, we’ll return to broadcasting the Service in 
wide angle, then post-process to add words.  DVD’s will be distributed.  Question regarding when to 
celebrate with an event, now that COVID restrictions are being lifted.  Starting 6/20, Communion 
(individual cups) will be served from the rail, and ushers will return.  Communicants will be separated 
in family groups.  Rudy Eidam has a new baby grandson. 
 
Steve suggested having just one Service at 10 a.m. on August 1, then have a luncheon immediately 
afterward.  Discussion about how to notify everyone about the change for that day. 
 
Motion #2: 
 
Steve Kirchoefer made a motion that we hold just one Service at 10 a.m. on August 1 (Friendship 
Sunday), with the luncheon to follow, Leah Ryel seconded the motion, & all approved. 
 
Steve will start a working document related to this event.  John will send Leah a copy of the new 
pictorial directory & the old one, to distribute to Council. 
 
Christian Education had no report, as Diane Sanborn was absent. 
 
Early Childhood report (attached) was by Kathy Kirchoefer.  Katherine Montgomery reported that 
there is a proposal to increase tuition.  Increase will be competitive with other preschools in the 
area.  Graduation in the park was quite popular.  Katherine will be eligible for Medicare in 2024, 



 

 

retirement in July 2026.  New staffing to arrive in July.  Porcia’s sister, Mercedes (graduate of our 
Preschool) will teach in the 1-year old class.  Barbara and Joyce will help to train her.  Michele 
Maloney will be volunteering again this Summer, and Dailyn, Mary’s granddaughter, has been hired 
(now age 16).  We anticipate having fewer difficulties in finding staff.  There are problems with 
graduating children not leaving in a timely manner.  Enrollments for Fall are being worked 
out.  Sandboxes are being made with excess lumber.  One outdoor “Little Library” has been 
installed.  Gift card w/note of appreciation was given to first staff recipient.  Pastor would like to 
return to performing Chapel Service, but adults must continue to wear masks (per requirements), 
and he doesn’t want to. 
 
There was no report from Stewardship; Wendy White was absent. 
 
Missions report (attached) was sent by Wendy White.  The Board voted to send $4,000 for summer 
support from the Haiti dedicated fund to pay the salaries for the Vicar, School Principal, Girls’ House 
Parent, and Gate Keeper, plus funds to feed children living in the shelter.  A large sewing school will 
take place this Summer in Laotchikit.  Sewing machine costs $213.  They request $800 for fabric 
and to pay teacher for the summer school.  They will not meet in July. 
Parish Life had no report, per Lydia Cassidy. 
 
Board of Inside Property report (attached) was by Judy Morin.  The dark color of flooring for the 
Fellowship Hall was chosen at Sunday’s Congregational meeting.  Dedicated offerings will cover the 
cost.  Air conditioning in the Preschool went out, and was replaced within a week of the loss.  New 
grab bar was installed in Ladies’ room.  Judy said that a member requested one in the Men’s room, 
and it was also installed. 
 
Board of Outside Property report was given by Sylvia, who said Homero stated that a light board to 
the sign needs to be replaced.  All of the stone work for the sign has been completed. 
 
Old Business was previously covered. 
New Business:  Robert Hamrick stated that Maxine Tatreau will move to Colorado in August to be 
near a son.  That will be acknowledged on August 1, Friendship Sunday. 
 
Robert Hamrick said that some people have suggested having a handbell choir at 
Church.  Handbells are expensive, but some members have previously performed in handbell choirs 
at other churches, and may be amenable to doing so now, as well. 
 
Next meeting will be held July 15.  Jan Tharp will offer devotions.  The meeting will be held as this 
one was, with teleconference available, or in-person. 
 
At 7:53 p.m., Steve closed the meeting with The Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Leah Ryel 
Recording Secretary      

 
 

 



 

 

AUGUST 

 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

Communion 

 10 AM 

Friendship Brunch 

2 3 4 

Women’s Bible 
Study 10 AM 

Prayer Shawl 1 
PM 

Evening Bible 
Study 7 PM 

5 

Quilter’s 
Ministry 9 AM 

6 

Mission 
Board 1 PM 

7 

 

       
8 

Communion 8 AM 

Sunday School 
9:15 AM 

Communion  

10:45 AM 

9 

 

10 

Elder’s 
Meeting 7 PM 

 

11 

Women’s Bible 
Study 10 AM 

Evening Bible 
Study 7 PM 

12 

 

13 

Preschool 
closed 
teacher day 

14 

       
15 

Communion 8 AM  

Sunday School 
9:15 AM 

Communion  

10:45 AM 

16 

 

17 18 

Women’s Bible 
Study 10 AM 

Evening Bible 
Study 7 PM 

19 

Quilter’s 
Ministry 9 AM 

Pastor Circuit 
Meeting 

20 21 

       
22 

Communion 8 AM 

Sunday School 
9:15 AM 

Confirmation 
Examination 

Communion  

10:45 AM 

23 

 

24 

 

25 

Women’s Bible 
Study 10 AM 

Evening Bible 
Study 7 PM 

 

26 

Council 
Meeting 7 PM 

27 28 

    

 

   
29 

Communion 8 AM 

Sunday School 
9:15 AM 

Communion  

10:45 AM 

Confirmation 

30 31     


