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We are delighted to have you worship with us today.  May this hour of praise 

and celebration be one of spiritual renewal.  Please join us for worship at any 

time and sign the red Record of Fellowship pad in the pew. To inquire about 

membership or other information, please call the Church Office:  692-7027 

or email us at mtpisgahlcms@gmail.com. 
  

 

TODAY WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S SUPPER 
  

Holy Communion is the means by which Jesus Christ, the bread of 

life, gives us his flesh and blood to eat and drink. Through this   

Sacrament, Jesus forgives our sins, gives us victory over death and 

Satan, and delivers his eternal salvation to us.  Since this is the true 

body and true blood of Jesus Christ in, with and under the bread and 

wine, we do not treat this sacrament lightly; rather, we receive it 

with great    reverence and gratitude to our merciful Savior. Moreover, St. Paul writes: 

“Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner 

will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. Let a person examine himself, 

then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without 

discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself (1 Cor. 11:27-29).”  An order of 

self-examination is located on pages 329-330 of your hymnal. 

To ensure that all who participate in this sacrament receive this sacred gift as the blessing 

it is intended to be and not to their condemnation, this congregation, with Christian love 

and in accordance with Holy Scripture, practices closed communion with those who have 

been instructed and share our public profession of the Christian faith in all its articles. We 

therefore ask our guests who wish to commune to speak with the Pastor before the service. 

Holy Communion is celebrated during both services every Sunday and on special festivals. 

 

**We provide both the common cup and individual cups (the center individual cups are 

alcohol free).  Gluten-free hosts are available; please alert the Pastor or an Elder.** 
  

 

Rev. Jonathan Christensen - Pastor 

mplc.pastor@gmail.com 

Office: (828) 692-7027 ex.402 

Cell: (920)530-8606 
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Serving Today 

Pastor Jonathan Christensen        Robert Hamrick, Organist  

Lois Schweinler, Choir Director Craig Escude, Cantor  
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  Ushers   

     

  Greeter    Nona Schmook 
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The Divine Service: Setting Four 
Prelude                                                   O God, My Faithful God                                         Johannes Brahms 

Stand 

Hymn 973 Thy Word Is a Lamp 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Confession and Absolution 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the 
body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our 



unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, 
and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people 
let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the 
sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

Kneel/Sit 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 
Stand 

Introit Psalm 111:1–5, 9; antiphon: v. 10 Tone F 

 

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all those who practice it have a good under- | 
standing.* 
 His praise endures for- | ever! 
Praise the LORD! I will give thanks to the LORD with my | whole heart,* 
 in the company of the upright, in the congre- | gation. 
Great are the works | of the LORD,* 
 studied by all who de- | light in them. 
Full of splendor and majesty | is his work,* 
 and his righteousness endures for- | ever. 
He has caused his wondrous works to be re- | membered;* 
 the LORD is gracious and | merciful. 
He provides food for those who | fear him;* 
 he remembers his covenant for- | ever. 
He sent redemption to his people; he has commanded his covenant for- | ever.* 
 Holy and awesome | is his name! 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all those who practice it have a good under- | 
standing.* 
 His praise endures for- | ever! 

 



Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life, grant us to know Your Son, Jesus, to be the 
way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow His steps in the way that leads to 
life eternal; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 



Old Testament Reading Joshua 24:1–2a, 14–18 

 1Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem and summoned the elders, the heads, the 
judges, and the officers of Israel. And they presented themselves before God. 2And Joshua said to 
all the people, . . . 
 14“Now therefore fear the LORD and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away the gods 
that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15And if it is evil in your 
eyes to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served 
in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me 
and my house, we will serve the LORD.” 
 16Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to serve other 
gods, 17for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our fathers up from the land of Egypt, out of 
the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight and preserved us in all the way that 
we went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed. 18And the LORD drove out before us 
all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the LORD, for he is 
our God.” 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Psalm 34:12–22 Tone F 

12What man is there who de- | sires life* 
 and loves many days, that he may | see good? 
13Keep your tongue from | evil* 
 and your lips from speak- | ing deceit. 
14Turn away from evil | and do good;* 
 seek peace and pur- | sue it. 

15The eyes of the LORD are toward the | righteous* 
 and his ears | toward their cry. 
16The face of the LORD is against those who do | evil,* 
 to cut off the memory of them | from the earth. 
17When the righteous cry for help, the | LORD hears* 
 and delivers them out of all their | troubles. 
18The LORD is near to the broken- | hearted* 
 and saves the crushed in | spirit. 

19Many are the afflictions of the | righteous,* 
 but the LORD delivers him out | of them all. 
20He keeps | all his bones;* 
 not one of them is | broken. 
21Affliction will slay the | wicked,* 
 and those who hate the righteous will | be condemned. 



22The LORD redeems the life of his | servants;* 
 none of those who take refuge in him will | be condemned. 

Epistle Ephesians 5:6–21 

 6Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes 
upon the sons of disobedience. 7Therefore do not associate with them; 8for at one time you were 
darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9(for the fruit of light is found 
in all that is good and right and true), 10and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part 
in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is shameful even to speak of 
the things that they do in secret. 13But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, 
14for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 

“Awake, O sleeper,  and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 

 15Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, 16making the best use of the time, 
because the days are evil. 17Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 
18And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, 19addressing 
one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with 
all your heart, 20giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 21submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

Alleluia and Verse 

 

 

 

 
 



Holy Gospel John 6:51–69 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 51[Jesus said:] “I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, 
he will live forever. And the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 
 52The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” 
53So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and 
drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal 
life, and I will raise him up on the last day. 55For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. 
56Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him. 57As the living Father 
sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever feeds on me, he also will live because of me. 
58This is the bread that came down from heaven, not as the fathers ate and died. Whoever feeds on 
this bread will live forever.” 59Jesus said these things in the synagogue, as he taught at Capernaum. 
 60When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This is a hard saying; who can listen to it?” 61But 
Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were grumbling about this, said to them, “Do you take 
offense at this? 62Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 
63It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is of no avail. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit 
and life. 64But there are some of you who do not believe.” (For Jesus knew from the beginning who 
those were who did not believe, and who it was who would betray him.) 65And he said, “This is why 
I told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father.” 
 66After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him. 67So Jesus said to 
the Twelve, “Do you want to go away as well?” 68Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall 
we go? You have the words of eternal life, 69and we have believed, and have come to know, that 
you are the Holy One of God.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible 
and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all 
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 
buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the 
living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by 



the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T 
of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Sit 

Hymn 696 O God, My Faithful God 

 

 

 

 
 
5 Let me depart this life 

    Confiding in my Savior; 
By grace receive my soul 
    That it may live forever; 
And let my body have 
    A quiet resting place 
Within a Christian grave; 
    And let it sleep in peace. 

 

6 And on that final day 
    When all the dead are waking, 
Stretch out Your mighty hand, 
    My deathly slumber breaking. 
Then let me hear Your voice, 
    Redeem this earthly frame, 
And bid me to rejoice 
    With those who love Your name. 

 



Sermon 
 

Stand 

Prayer of the Church 

Service of the Sacrament 
Stand 

Preface LSB 208 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 
You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely 
bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us 
when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, 
giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead 
and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will 
rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 208 

 

 

 

 
 



Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given 
Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden 
fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great 
mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made 
His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him. 
We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Grant 
us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the 
blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body and blood. 
  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 

 

 

 

 



Sit 

Distribution 

 

Hymn 624 The Infant Priest Was Holy Born 

 

 

 
 
5 The veil is torn, our Priest we see, 

As at the rail on bended knee 
Our hungry mouths from Him receive 
The bread of immortality. 

 
6 The body of God’s Lamb we eat, 

A priestly food and priestly meat; 
On sin-parched lips the chalice pours 
His quenching blood that life restores. 

 
7 With cherubim and seraphim 

Our voices join the endless hymn, 
And “Holy, holy, holy” sing 
To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King. 

Text: © 1997, 2003 Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004236 
Tune: Public domain 

 



Hymn 564 Christ Sits at God’s Right Hand 

 

 

 

 
 
5 Then let us now draw near, 

    Washed in that precious flood 
And enter the Most Holy Place 
    By Jesus’ blood. 
From hearts that are sincere, 
    Let tongues our hope profess, 
And trust anew God’s faithful grace 
    That we confess. 

 

D 6 All praise to Christ we bring, 
    Our Lord who intercedes, 
Our great High Priest enthroned above 
    Who knows our needs; 
And to the Father sing 
    Our songs of thankful praise, 
Who with the Spirit reigns in love 
    For endless days. 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to 
life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

 



Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and 
we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward 
You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 212 

A Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 



Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Hymn 794 The Lord, My God, Be Praised 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Postlude                              The Lord, My God, Be Praised                                       Georg Phillip Telemann 
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