
 

 

The Liturgy of the Divine Service: “Setting the Table” for the Sacrament of the Altar 

In last month’s edition of The View, we introduced the shift in the Divine Service from the Service 

of the Word to the Service of the Sacrament.  For this month, we will examine the dialog that “sets 

the table” for this blessed meal of forgiveness by preparing us to receive it rightly and worthily.  

This begins with the Preface.  In literature, a preface serves as an introduction to a book that briefly 

states its subject, scope, and goals.  Verbally the Sacrament’s Preface in the liturgy of the Divine 

Service does essentially the same.  Here, a conversation, whether spoken or chanted, takes place 

between the pastor and the congregation.   

Like most conversations, the two parties begin with a greeting: “The Lord be with you.”  This 

salutation and its response, “And also with you (or “and with thy spirit”)” reflects the close, special 

relationship between the pastor and the people.  This isn’t merely an exchange of pleasantries; it 

is a mutual caring for the bodily and spiritual welfare of each other.  To ask for God to be present 

in the life of one another also binds the two parties to each other in the unity that only Christ can 

give.  Being one in Christ, the pastor and the congregation care for each other as though for their 

own bodies.  The congregation has called this man to be their shepherd, who represents Christ to 

them and loves them as Jesus does; the pastor has been led by God into His service through these 

gathered believers, the Body of Christ, whom he faithfully serves as though serving Christ himself.  

By greeting one another with the Salutation, both parties fix their attention and participation on 

the roles they play in the proclamation and reception of the miraculous act that God is about to do 

in the Sacrament. 

Anticipation grows with the knowledge of the gift that those gathered will soon receive with the 

Sursum Corda, which is Latin for “Lift up your heart.”  We who have been distressed and 

downtrodden by the weight and guilt of our sin find levity for our weary hearts in the good news 

of forgiveness that manifests bodily as Christ comes to us with his body and blood in, with, and 

under the bread and wine.  All sorrow is set aside as our Lord enters in bringing true healing that 

surpasses all understanding and expectation.  Believing the promise, the people declare: “Let us 

lift up our hearts and hands to God in heaven (Lam. 3:41).”  “Gladden the soul of your servant, for 

to you, O Lord, do I lift up my soul (Ps. 86:4).”  Or as our liturgy phrases it: “We lift them to the 

Lord.”  This meal is more than a blessing to our earthly bodies; it is a reception of spiritual things 



 

 

from above, to which we confidently look as God showers us with his love, given to us, in Christ 

Jesus. 

By faith, we know that this promise given by our Father and delivered by His Son, is such a sure 

thing that we celebrate it with a eucharistic exhortation and response: “Let us give thanks to the 

Lord…” “It is right to give Him thanks and praise.”  The word Eucharist, a name by which we 

also refer to the Lord’s Supper, means “thanksgiving.”  Just as Jesus gave thanks, as recorded in 

Scripture’s account of when he instituted this blessed means of grace; we also thank the Lord for 

providing for our most crucial needs in this Sacrament. 

To alleviate any misconceptions of what is happening in the Sacrament, the opening dialog 

concludes with the Proper Preface and the Sanctus.  The pastor speaks (or chants) Proper Preface 

to specifically instruct the gathered faithful in God’s works of salvation—beginning with creation 

and culminating with Christ’s atoning sacrifice on the cross—the fruits of which are about to be 

received in the Holy Supper.  The verbiage of this address changes depending on which setting of 

the Divine Service is being used and the liturgical season of the church calendar.  All of them, 

however, conclude the same.  Acknowledging that this meal is a foretaste of a greater feast to come 

with Christ’s return and that all the Church from all places and times, on earth and in heaven, 

humanity and angelic host join, here and now, in the unending feast of celebration for the Lamb 

of God, who takes away the sin of the world.  In Holy Communion we participate in the eternal 

song of heaven, which is why the congregation responds to the Proper Preface with the Sanctus. 

“Holy, Holy, Holy (Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus) is on the lips of God’s people.  As sung by angels 

above as described by the prophet Isaiah, so too we sing the same hymn of praise below.  The 

adoration of what God has done through the Son transcends time, space, and all other limitations.  

The Sanctus that praises the majestic holiness of God, is commonly accompanied by the Hosanna, 

“O Lord, save us,” and the Benedictus, “Blessed is He.”  All of this hearkens back Jesus’ 

triumphant entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, leading to his crucifixion and death on Good 

Friday for our salvation.  Likewise, Jesus comes and is bodily present with us in the Sacrament of 

the Altar.  We too shout for joy at the coming of the Messiah.  With this confession of the Real 

Presence in mind, Luther’s German Mass placed the Sanctus after the Words of Institution, during 

which time, the Lutheran congregation would bow to the truly present savior, whose body and 

blood are manifested under the bread and wine.  The more traditional for of the Divine Service, 

however, places the Sanctus here and uses the Agnus Dei to proclaim Christ’s true presence 

following the Words of Institution. 

With the singing of the Sanctus, the table is now prepared.  We are ready to give thanks for the 

spiritual meal we are about to receive, but that will have to wait until our next issue of The View. 

 

 

 



 

 

The Lords Supper-By appointment 
 

Faithful People of Mt. Pisgah 

Individual Confession/Absolution with Communion will be offered at the 

church to any who desire to receive it.  Congregation members can 

schedule an appointment to receive the sacrament at their convenience for 

any time on Mondays from 9 AM to 9 PM or on Wednesdays from 1 PM 

to 6 PM.  During their appointed time, the communicant (or family) will 

be the only one entering the sanctuary.  The sacrament will be sanitarily prepared and placed on a 

table ahead of time, and the pastor will meet with them at a distance with a brief liturgy and 

consecration.  Sterilization will occur before and after the appointment.  This still leaves out the 

communal aspect of receiving the sacrament with fellow believers. But receiving the body and 

blood of Christ is far too important and necessary for the believer’s wellbeing to continue without 

it.   

Please consider making an appointment for individual communion. 

 

Please call the church office during business hours (Monday-Thursday 9AM-3PM and Friday 

from 9AM-Noon) to schedule your appointment.  We will make every effort to ensure that any 

interpersonal contact is minimal. 

May God bless you with His mercy and grace.  

 

 Pastor Jon

 

BIBLE STUDY at 9:15 AM!!! 

  

SUNDAY SERVICES 10:45 AM will broadcast live on the website and 

additionally posted later for viewing on the web page. A DVD is 

available outside church door in the red box. 

 

 

NO NEED TO MISS CHURCH SERVICES OR EVENING BIBLE STUDY 
 

Information for accessing church service or evening Bible Study 

Online:  Video will be found on the home page at http://www.mtpisgahlutheran.com 

The service bulletin will also be available on the homepage. 

Phone:  Service will begin at 10:45 am, dial in direct with no access code to (508) 924-5662 or 

call toll-free (844) 802-6666 and enter access code 889956 

http://www.mtpisgahlutheran.com/


 

 

Podcast:  Search for “Mt Pisgah Lutheran” in your mobile device podcast app. 

YouTube:  Recording link will be published on the home page once it is available.  

A DVD is available outside church door in the red box on the wall. 

 

 

Surgeries and Illness 

  Brian Keeney     Sally Hardy  Helen Hutson (Montogmery)  

  Neil Motyka (Fry)    Joann Kapugi  Maureen Duemig   

  Joyce Boss (Kruse)  Melanie & family (Kaufman)  Elizabeth Kaufman  

  Stacy Scovanner (Fry) Brenda Ridgeway (Amato) Mary Hill   

  Mary Coffman (Rev. Coffman)  Ellen Trinka (Montgomery)  

  Gretchen Sweetser (Mincer)  Stacy Olson(Ryel) Raymond Chang (Kirchoefer)   

  John & Linda Characky (Steen)              Mike & Suzie Characky (Steen)         

Linda Nielsen (Keeney) Robin Brier  Homero Gonzalez  

  Dietrich Fabricius 

  

Homebound 

 

Ann Cheadle  Kathleen Fox     Joan Ginter   

Dorothy Lehman   Dianne Luecke Jan Nelson 

Glenn Karnatz  Suzie Karnatz  Eleney Selius   

Louise Bauer  Warna Berryman Judy Fuchs   

Joann Kapugi  George Fuchs  Robert Hamilton, Jr.  

Dave & Lee Marquardt   Betty Ude 

Compassion and Sympathy 

Other Prayers and Concerns 

Our Preschool Staff, Children & Families 

           Evangelical Lutheran Church & School in Laotchikit, Haiti    

 

Friendship Sunday Service and Fellowship Event 
 

August 1st is Friendship Sunday.  With the ending of Covid restrictions, we are planning for a 

special event on this date.   

Prayers and Concerns  
 



 

 

There will be one service on August 1st at 10:00 AM, followed by a 

fellowship brunch.  All are invited.  This is a time for reuniting as the Body of Christ after a long 

and very unwelcome interruption.  We are encouraging everyone to spread the word and plan to 

attend.   

 

More details will be announced in the coming weeks.  We will be collecting reservations for the 

brunch.  You will find a signup sheet in the narthex or you can RSVP by calling Lydia Cassidy at 

828-696-0588. 

 

Mark your calendars and invite your friends! 

 

 

Friendship Sunday Booklet 
 

The boards of Outreach and Parish Life would like to make a booklet to give to members on August 

1st, which is Friendship Sunday.  We would like everyone to submit either a devotion, short story 

(1 page maximum), poem, jokes and/or pictures for the booklet. The submission should be 

primarily about friendship, but other uplifting submissions will be acceptable. Please drop them in 

Debby Zagone’s church mailbox or send it in an email to debbyzagone@gmail.com. Since August 

1st will be here soon, the deadline is July 19th.  It will give a personal touch to have each 

member’s name by their submission, especially since so many people have been out of touch due 

to COVID. Contact Debby with any questions at (828) 891-2416. Parish Life and Outreach will 

be delivering the booklets to those unable to attend church the week prior to Friendship Sunday. 

 

 

Mission of the Month 
 

MOM for the month of July will be the Edneyville Food Pantry 
 

A community food pantry in Edneyville is 

working to help provide food to families 

during this pandemic. Organizers say 

they started out serving around 14 

families. Now, they're up to around 140 

to 160 families depending on the day of 

the month. 

mailto:debbyzagone@gmail.com


 

 

 
 

 
 

07/01 Debby Zagone  07/07/11 Samantha Genaw 07/25 Glenn Karnzatz 

07/03 Warna Berryman 07/15 Gracie Maloney 07/25 Alan Luecke    

07/05 Richard Doster  07/17 Robin Brier  07/26 Peyton Lumley 

07/06 Albert Bugner  07/19 Nathan Emerson 07/27 Helga Feige 

07/10 Judy Morin    07/20 Tom Berryman  07/31 Samson Middleton 

 
 

THE LADIES GUILD 

Thank you to all who donated items for the annual Ladies Guild rummage sale.  We had a very 

large assortment of great treasures.  We were able to raise $1585.00 so far.  We still have some 

outstanding money to collect and some items will be going out on consignment.  Thanks to all 

the workers who helped set up and clean up and to Pastor Jon for grilling all those hot dogs, brats 

and burgers. 

 

The next meeting of the Ladies Guild will be Monday, September 13, 2021. 

 

Lydia Cassidy 

 

Mt. Pisgah Preschool News 

Preschool News July 2021 

 

From the Preschool Director, Katherine Montgomery: 

 

Do you remember when we had the big dividers in the fellowship hall?  Have you seen the 

colorful new sandbox on the playground?  The wood that Pastor Jon & Homero removed from 

those have been recycled, reused, and reimagined into a sandbox.  Katherine & Barbara worked 

together on this creative project.  Check it out if you haven’t seen it.  

 

Our garden is bearing fruit!  We have already harvested some very sweet batches of strawberries.  

We have had a garden program since about 2013.  We have tried many different approaches.  

Last year we ate a great deal from the garden.  The children love to water and help harvest the 



 

 

vegetables. A former parent Coach Tad Conner and his family visited us and gave us many 

helpful tips about beds, plant placement and sustainable gardening.  He also gave a presentation 

to the staff at our training day.  We will begin a reciprocal composting program which will 

greatly reduce garbage.     

 

Before Covid some of the staff and church volunteers helped to build a few adorable little 

outdoor libraries.  We have finally gotten one of them installed on the infant play area in the 

enclosed garden.  The space is enjoyed the infants and staff during the week.  It is a lovely space 

to spend a quiet moment for reflection or contemplation anytime. Feel free to enjoy some time 

there.  

 

Info sent home to parents from 

A Handful of Dirt  By Bial, Raymond 

Soil is every-where, and everything comes from soil! A Handful 

of Dirt gives students an in-depth look at how soil is formed, 

what it’s made of, and why it is important to all life—from 

microorganisms to worms to rabbits. Learn about the different 

jobs of microscopic creatures in the soil and discover hidden activity that’s always happening 

just below our feet. 

 

Other news: 

 

Friday, June 4, the school held its annual graduation ceremony at Jackson Park.  A balloon arch 

was erected for the graduates to pass through, and they sang a couple of songs and recited the 

Lord’s Prayer. 

The weather cooperated, and after the short ceremony honoring those 4- and 5-year-olds heading 

off to kindergarten next year, the families had pizza and the children enjoyed playing at the park.  

All the graduates received a children’s Bible from the church to help guide them in the years 

ahead.  Blessings and congratulations to our graduates! 

 
FINANCIAL NEWS 

 

On June 27th, we received $3,204 in general offerings.  In June, we have 
received 15,474.  Year to date we have received $133,804.  Budget YTD would be 
$141,440.  We are short $7,636 compared to budget.  The budget is $5440 per 

week to cover expenses although we strive to control costs and expenses are coming in below 
budget for most weeks.    
 
We are collecting for the Audio/Visual equipment needed to update our systems.  The amount 
estimated for this upgrade is $9000.  So far, we have collected $8192 in dedicated gifts towards 
this goal.  If you would like to contribute for this, please mark your envelope/offering “A/V 
Equipment”. 
Thank you for your continued support of our church. 

https://growing-minds.org/childrens-authors/raymond-bial/


 

 

   
 

PPP Loan Forgiveness 

Congratulations! We received notification from the SBA that the PPP Loan in the amount of 

$121,300.00 for Mt Pisgah Lutheran Church has been fully forgiven. You are not responsible for 

any payments and do not owe anything since the full amount of your PPP loan has been forgiven.  

Thank you for your continued support of our church.  

 

 
 

   

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

   This hymn is a wonderful reminder of why we pray the Lord’s 

Prayer…(9 stanzas)… LSB # 766 “Our Father, Who From Heaven Above”… it 

makes a great meditation. 

 

https://u15654853.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=jFhrQjIgOrHUpqX17AvcScwU1tw1weHsm8gbLuCjTXSbB1luEpzW-2ByRDCNxiRl5PU5Ej_mNDcrx7LnEWdm9PaMZkrCNo-2BaPcQLHbViu1YkY6xkZA1lMa3QsOktESCsEy18u-2FaIFNQphelXtyYT9CLOhaIxfu-2Fq0t8p46RFcHPswNIwYF55DO0VAtO2aU-2BhKHsQLYCxFz-2BlfrgN3kQPtl3iNnVqIAvoshMARGiopM-2FXdCK8kSOniVuyCW9e8sepchpilLAEqzAzvsTij2Qi86JLdWMGQ-3D-3D


 

 

                      

 
 
 

 



 

 

                                           

 
                     

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF LAOTCHIKIT 

 

(FELCLA) 

 

Headquarter: 99, Laotchikit, Hinche, Haiti 

 

June 4th, 2021 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Mt Pisgah, 

 

Grace and Peace to you from God our Lord and Savior Jesus-Christ! 

Words are not enough to express our gratitude and thankfulness for all you are doing, unto God’s 

hands, for us in Central-Plateau, Haiti. As you know that, Haiti is facing difficulties.  Political 

instability. Riots. Kidnapping. Food insecurity is on the rise in Haiti and Cases of life-threatening 

malnutrition are expected to more than double among young Haitian children this year, due to 

COVID-19, gang violence and extreme weather associated with climate change, as UNICEF said 

this past monday. Acute malnutrition among the children under five in Haiti know an acute 

malnutrition which has increased by 61 per cent during the last year in Haiti. People are currently 

facing acute food insecurity. From March to June 2021, about 4.4 million people are estimated to 

be food insecure in Haiti, including 1.9 million children. 

But, specifically for Laotchikit, in Central-Plateau we can say as Samuel (1 Sam 7:12) Ebenezer, 

Ebenezer “Thus far the LORD has helped us.” Thus far our Brothers and Sisters in Mt Pisgah has 

helped us. They do not give us fish but show us how to fish. They give us opportunity and 

possibility to look for fish for the human development and sustainable development. 

You are really a blessing for us. You change our lives. You make the difference in Laotchikit. 

 

CHURCH AND SCHOOL 

 

About the church, we can say that they are growing with more members in the area. Our students 

in the schools are so smart. Next week will be the last week of this school year. We thank you for 

the payroll of the teachers and for the scholarships on behalf of many children. All our children 

went to school this year. The students really appreciate the scholarship that you give them. You 

are doing a very nice work for God. You are a blessing for them. No one stay home. THANK 

YOU! We continue to teach them about God, ethic, moral and responsibility.  

Matthieu 28:19-20



 

 

 

 

SEWING SCHOOL 

 

Nadine Chevalier is the responsible of our big new school of sewing in Laotchikit. We will teach 

50 youths (boys and girls) in Laotchikit to sew during this summer. We pray for 6 more sewing 

machines, fabric and 3 teachers for that. We already have 5 machines. In the long term, we will 

have a clothes factory in Laotchikit.  
 

 

LAOTCHIKIT GARDENS 

 

People in Laotchikit thanks you for all your support. Now, they have their gardens, and the 

difference is visible when you visit them. They produce lemons, bananas, mais, potatoes, beans, 

sugar cane. We are in a raining season. They are waiting for me to install the pumps water for them 

for this coming season.  
 

 

CHILDREN IN THE SHELTER 

 

Our children are doing very well. We cannot say that all our 24 children live regularly in the 

Shelters due to the problem of social distance that cannot be respected. Some of them are with the 

principal or other where but under the control of the principal of the school. So, they will be on 

vacation. As you do it yearly, we are praying for the 1400+1400 USD for feeding them and more 

children. 
 

 

THE SEMINARY 

 

This is to thank you for your past and continuing blessings. We thank you for your blessings on 

behalf of our Seminarians. I sent you the new 4 classes that we will have. In fact, we did not have 

classes in the last 5 months due to the insecurity because the teachers could not travel. So, we will 

be delayed on our graduation. This seminary has a serious importance for us in Central- Plateau. 

We are working in 10 congregations with 10 schools. We are just 2 pastors.  He told them, “The 



 

 

harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out 

workers into his harvest field (LUKE 10:2). 

 

THE CLINIC IN LAOTCHIKIT 

 

Our clinic is doing very well. The Nurse Riboul thanks you for the medicine that you sent. Our 

children are healthy. They are strong. The nurse is doing a wonderful job. All the children in 

Laotchikit who are sick come to see the Nurse Riboul. Sometimes, he is home after work. We call 

him to come back because there is a child who is sick or has a problem. He is always free for his 

work in Laotchikit. 

 

LAOTCHIKIT BUSINESS  

 

You probably forget that you sent in the last past years 100 USD for a girl for a business. Now, 

this girl has business for 1800 dollars and able to take care of her family. Praise the Lord. You 

make differences in the live of many Brothers and Sisters. 

 

FEEDING PROGRAM 

 

The feeding programs make the difference in our community in the lives of the children. The presence of 

Trinity Hope in Haiti is a real fountain of blessings for thousands of Haitians: The children and their parents. 

 

Finally, our thanks go to each congregation and individual that worked with you and who yet have the 

desire to continue to cooperate with Trinity Hope in the future. What you are doing is a blessing for the 

people there and your work is not vain in the Lord. 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Laotchikit is expressing once again her gratitude to you for your 

willingness to continue to work and cooperate with Trinity Hope. 

May our gracious God continue to bless you and your efforts to support this ministry there! May God’s 

continuing blessings be yours through all the year ahead! 
 

Brotherly yours in the Resurrected One, 

Pastor Walta Clercius 
First Evangelical Lutheran Church of Laotchikit, Haiti 

 



 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 
Via Telephone Conference 

May 20, 2021 at 7 p.m. 

 

Steve Kirchoefer opened the meeting at 7:05 p.m.  A quorum was declared. 

 

Council members present:  Steve Kirchoefer, Barbara Volk, Robert Hamrick, Sylvia Gonzalez, 

Homero Gonzalez, Judy Morin, Jan Tharp, Diane Sanborn, Kathy Kirchoefer, Lydia Cassidy, 

and Leah Ryel 

 

Others present:  Robert Morin (Pastor Jon Christensen was absent) 

 

Absent:  John Zagone, Wendy White  

 

Barbara Volk offered the devotions.  The Vision Statement was read by all. 

  

Minutes of the April 22, 2021 meeting were approved, with the exception of “Motion #3” 

being amended, should be “Motion #4”. 

 

Sylvia Gonzalez presented the April 2021 Financial News, and the Financial Reports as of 

April 30, 2021 (attached). 

 

Income Statement for the Month of April: 

 

The April Income Statement shows a net income of $37,051.  The Church had a loss  of 

$3,120.  The Preschool had a gain of $40,170.  Preschool gain is mostly due to the PPP 

Coverage of the payroll expenses for April.  (See below for additional information.). YTD net 

gain is $112,330.  We moved an additional $60K from operational checking to savings this 

month, until needed to gain interest.  We will continue to give Church membership weekly 

offering numbers in Wednesday e-mails. 

 

For April, we had 4 Sundays and 2 payrolls.  Offerings were $3,985 below budget based on a 

4-Sunday month.  For the Preschool, we are not receiving any additional State funding at this 

time, except to replace the tuition that we were required not to charge the parents for March 

and April.  Please note that the Preschool expenses for April are ~$10K under budget.  They 

are doing a good job at controlling costs. 

 

Second Round of PPP Loan/Grants: 

 

The dedicated PPP account set up to house the PPP funding has a zero balance.  April payroll 

coverage for the Preschool was $28,314.  This is on the Statement of Income And Expense for 



 

 

April, as “Other Income.”  The split of the PPP funding was based on head count and payroll 

expense, with a rough percentage split of 25% Church and 75% Preschool. 

 

Payroll, benefits, and utility invoices have been uploaded to the UCB website to justify the 

PPP amount.  These documents have been reviewed and the request for loan forgiveness has 

been submitted.  We don’t foresee any issues with getting this converted to a grant. 

 

 

 

New Cleaning Service: 

 

Our new cleaning service, Jan-Pro, started cleaning May 1, and will clean bi-weekly, both 

Church and Preschool.  Please, let us know if you see anything that does not look up to par, or 

if you think that they are doing a good job.  The Preschool & office staff continue to clean as 

needed, also.   There were problems when they should have come the 2nd time.  If that doesn’t 

change, we’ll go back to our first provider. 

 

 

Dedicated Gifts Account: 

 

This dedicated account will be used to maintain funds for the new Fellowship Hall flooring 

and the new audio/video equipment.  Currently, there is a balance of $22,956 in this 

account.  The flooring quote is ~$16,500, so the balance will be available for the new 

audio/video equipment. 

 

Semi-annual Membership Meeting: 

 

In order for the membership packets to be mailed on time, the Financial Department will be 

reporting year-to-date figures through April.  We recommend reporting financial data on a high 

level by the summary reports, along with a short write-up about the PPP.  We will provide 

additional reports (Income & Expense Statement, Balance Sheet and Dedicated Account 

balances) to members upon request.  Please, let us know if you agree, or if the additional 

reports are needed for the membership packet. 

 

Pastor Christensen was absent, & had no report. 

 

Elders’ Report was not presented, since John & Pastor were both absent.  Bob Morin said that 

no meeting was held. 

 



 

 

Outreach & Community Concerns report (attached) was presented by Jan Tharp.  A check for 

$695 was sent to First Contact Addiction Ministries, April’s MOM.  May’s MOM is Blue 

Ridge Prison and Jail Ministries.   June’s is the Medical Loan Closet. 

 

Outreach/Community Concerns hosted a Staff Appreciation Luncheon for Sugarloaf 

Elementary School on 5/5, at a cost of $639.70, $250 of which was paid for by Leah Ryel’s 

Thrivent grant, leaving a balance of $389.70 paid from our account.  Next year, we will “adopt” 

a kindergarten class at Bruce Drysdale Elementary School.  Outreach/Community Concerns 

also provided a check for $500 for a member of our staff, enabling them to move from a bad 

situation and rent an apartment.  Our next project is the Edneyville Food Pantry (which 

receives some funds from IAM, but this would go directly to them).  Cookbooks are for sale, 

on the table in the Narthex.  Steve thanked Jan for all that her Board has been doing. 

 

Christian Education report was oral, by Diane Sanborn.  The older (high school) children are 

being allowed at Camp Linn Haven, but no word yet about the younger ones. 

 

Early Childhood report (attached) was by Kathy Kirchoefer.  Katherine Montgomery reported 

that the school has 12 staff, and 51 children enrolled.  Ads are being placed for experienced 

teacher for one-year olds.  COVID issues persist.  Interior cameras are installed.  Lighting will 

be installed (2 days during regular closure).  Garden to go in soon.  Graduation plans are 

underway (starting at 4:30 p.m. on 6/2, at park shelter, with pizza delivery at 5:00 

p.m.).   Bibles ordered as gifts have been received.  If Governor lifts restrictions, more guests 

and Church members will be invited.  It is possible that it may be at Church.  Responses to 

Board questions about history and purpose of preschool have been provided.  Katherine wants 

to have open house(s) in the Fall.  Parents of class members would be invited, & Church 

members would be welcome.  Will serve food/reception.  She gave Board staff preference lists 

to use when recognizing anniversaries. 

 

Tuition increase proposal:  $175 4 y.o, $180 2-3 y.o., $190 infants-23 months.  Date of increase 

pending. 

 

Staffing substitution programs don’t work; Katherine does not want to use them. 

 

New Business:  Discussion of tuition increase.  Steve Kirchoefer moved to accept staff 

recommendation for increase, Vickie Amato seconded.  Discussion of potential impact of 

government-funded Pre-K programs on school enrollment.  Possible Church-based voucher 

program was discussed. 

 

Think about:  need to serve all populations, need to serve foster children, inadvertent limiting 

access to certain populations.  Discussed special needs children, need to start planning for 

Katherine’s retirement, to ensure a smooth transition. 



 

 

 

There was no report from Stewardship; Wendy White was absent. 

 

Missions report (attached) was sent by Wendy White.  The irrigation project is delayed, 

because Pastor Walta has the funds in Port-au-Prince, and can’t safely travel to 

Laotchikit.  Quarterly support for 4 missionaries ($500 each) was sent in May.  $200 was sent 

to assist Pastor Kaster in hosting meetings re Christian Lutheran Church in Bohemia.  $3,000 

was sent to support Trinity Hope, a Lutheran charity for feeding programs in Haiti.  $2,210 

was sent to Shepherd’s Heart Ministries ($2,000 from Mt. Pisgah, and $210 in dedicated gifts. 

 

Parish Life report (attached) was by Lydia Cassidy.  On April 13, Parish Life hosted a 

reception for the family of Gary Amato.  The 25th anniversary luncheon for Katherine 

Montgomery was held on April 30th, hosted by Parish Life & Early Childhood Ministry Board, 

who served Mt. Pisgah Church and Preschool.  Thirty guests attended. “Pokes” will be made 

for the first Sunday of August. 

 

Board of Outside Property report was given orally by Homero, who said that work at each 

edge of the sign needs to be aligned (concrete footers & rock).  Pastor & Homero met with a 

worker, whose estimate was $6500 for improvement to the sign.  Homero was unable to get 

any other estimates.  Homero will be having surgery, so can’t do any work for a while. 

 

Motion #1 

 

Homero made a motion to hire a person to complete the improvements to the sign, at a cost of 

$6,500.  All approved, and the motion was passed. 

 

Board of Inside Property report (attached) was by Judy Morin.  Kitchen is almost 

finished.  Flooring & cabinets are installed, with Cortez countertops, as well as the new hand 

sink and faucet & lovely coffee bar.  New electrical outlets with separate breakers were 

added.  Dedicated offerings covered the cost.  Curtains for lower cabinets are made; rod is 

needed. 

 

At the meeting, Judy said she had just spoken with a lady about strip lighting for the stained 

glass windows.  She arranged for a meeting Thursday with the gentleman who will do the 

work. 

 

Sylvia spoke to the flooring company, & was told that there shouldn’t be much change in the 

cost, if any.  We will have a choice between the light & dark floor color, which will be made 

at the Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting. 

   



 

 

Fellowship Hall ducts were cleaned, ceiling painted, crown molding added, new LED lights 

installed.  Decision re flooring color will be made at the Congregational meeting.  Carpet 

throughout the Church, and windows in Church and Preschool were cleaned.  Blue Ridge 

Lighting has been contacted, re lighting for stained-glass windows. 

   

Old Business:  Most was previously covered (#1, 2, 3). 

 

4.  Steve explained a bit about the audio system.  Sylvia asked him to write something about 

that subject, for either the Congregational Meeting or The View. 

 

5.  Sylvia said that the school lighting system will be installed on the Friday of Memorial Day 

Weekend, with 2 crews coming then. 

 

6.  Steve said that the Board of Elders will make the decision about how the Congregational 

Meeting will be held. 

 

New Business: 

 

1.  Steve thinks that we ought to have a part-time Facilities Manager, to manage any jobs at 

Church & Preschool.  There was some discussion about that.  Steve will write something about 

that, and about the sound system, for the Congregational Meeting. 

 

There was a question about when choir will return.  Robert Hamrick was asked if he knew 

anything about that, & he said that he had been told that choir would return in September. 

 

Next meeting will be held June 17, 2021.  Kathy Kirchoefer will offer devotions.  The meeting 

will be held as this one was, with teleconference available, or in-person. 

 

The Semi-Annual Voters’ Assembly will be held @ 9:30 a.m. on 6/13, between Services. 

 

At 7:55 p.m., Steve closed the meeting with The Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Leah Ryel 

Recording Secretary      

 

 

 



 

 

Church Audio and Video Recording upgrades 

 

One of the consequences of this past year has been an increased reliance on technology to support 

the worship life of the church.  While we have been able to meet much of this need, the experience 

has exposed weaknesses in our equipment that we need to address.   

Specifically: 

The sanctuary audio equipment is of advanced age.  The sound board, audio equalizer, microphone 

power supply, and amplifiers are all approaching 30 years of age.  The sound board in particular 

is composed of many controls that, when adjusted frequently, do not perform well.  This equipment 

needs replacing.  The total cost of this part of the project, with installation, is about $4000. 

The sanctuary video has been supported primarily by the use of cell phone cameras.  We need 

some fixed position cameras with appropriate support electronics.  The cost of that part of the 

project is about $5000. 

 

We have developed a need to provide music recording and playback for worship services.  While 

essential during the pandemic, we would like to continue this in the future so as to be able to 

provide choir music at the early service on Sunday as well as for other special services.  This will 

require equipping the choir room with the necessary recording equipment.  The audio equipment 

and room modification portion itself is around $1000, but to make this work without using private 

equipment, we will need a laptop computer.  A laptop is also needed to support for other A/V 

support, so that item will find many uses.  It will cost about $1000. 

 

Due to the generous support of our members, we have already ordered the sanctuary audio 

equipment, which should be installed in the next few months.  We want to do the choir recording 

support next, as that gives us the most direct benefits.  Lastly, we want to obtain the video 

equipment needed to continue providing remote worship support for our congregation. 

 

We are collecting a designated offering to enable this project.  If you wish to contribute, mark a 

separate offering envelope for "AV Equipment" and place your contribution with the regular 

offerings. 

 

 
     



 

 

JULY 

 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 

Quilter’s 
Ministry 9 AM 

2 

Preschool 
closed 

3 

 

       
4 

Communion 8 AM 

Sunday School 
9:15 AM 

Communion  

10:45 AM 

5 

Preschool 
closed 

6 

 

7 

Women’s Bible 
Study 10 AM 

Prayer Shawl 1 
PM 

Evening Bible 
Study 7 PM 

8 

 

9 10 

       
11 

Communion 8 AM  

Sunday School 
9:15 AM 

Communion  

10:45 AM 

12 

 

13 

Elder’s 
Meeting 7 PM 

14 

Women’s Bible 
Study 10 AM 

Evening Bible 
Study 7 PM 

15 

Quilter’s 
Ministry 9 AM 

16 17 

       
18 

Communion 8 AM 

Sunday School 
9:15 AM 

Communion  

10:45 AM 

19 

 

20 

 

21 

Women’s Bible 
Study 10 AM 

Evening Bible 
Study 7 PM 

 

22 

 

23 24 

    

 

   
25 

Communion 8 AM 

Sunday School 
9:15 AM 

Communion  

10:45 AM 

26 27 28 

 Women’s 
Bible Study 10 
AM 

Evening Bible 
Study 7 PM 

29 30 31 


