
The Liturgy of the Divine Service: Prayers and Offering 

Over the past few months we have carefully examined the liturgy of the Divine Service.  Today 

we conclude our look at the Service of the Word before we transition into the Service of the 

Sacrament.  Everything in our liturgy, so far, has been a proclamation of God’s Word to us.  It has 

drawn us to confess our sins and receive with confidence God’s absolution.  His Word has been 

read and then expounded in the sermon.  We have joined our fellow believers in the confession of 

our faith as one of the creeds was spoken by the congregation.  In all of these things, God was at 

work through His Spirit for the creation and strengthening of our faith.  In response, the priesthood 

of believers (congregation) boldly accepts the invitation of their Heavenly Father to approach Him 

as dear children as they offer their petitions and gifts to Him. 

Prayer can be defined as simply and broadly as speaking to God or the communion of a soul with 

Him.  This may take many forms that adore Him for His greatness and goodness or for what He 

has done.  It may also manifest as confession or supplication or intercession or thanksgiving or 

some combination of all of the above.  Prayer may be formalized, such as the Lord’s Prayer, or ex 

corde (from the heart).  No matter the form, prayer is commanded by God for His people to do, 

not because He needs us to ask before He can provide for our needs, but because it reminds us that 

He does hear and answer each of us out of His fatherly, divine goodness and mercy. 

In the Divine Service, as the people of God formally gather to receive His Word and Sacraments, 

our response in prayer also take a more formal tone.  The Prayer of the Church corporately brings 

petitions to God for the benefit and mission of the congregation, the Church, and the world on a 

wide range of topics.  Whereas the vast majority of the Divine Service is God bestowing His gifts 

upon the people, prayer and praise are the right response to God and the work of the people as an 

expression of their trust and faith in His promises.   



The Prayers could be formulated similarly to a collect as the pastor prays for a series of concerns 

and the worshippers conclude the general prayer with an “Amen”.  More commonly, however, is 

the responsive Prayer of the Church.  Petitions are offered by the pastor, and the congregation joins 

to pray, lending their voice also for each of the petitions with a pre-determined response of “hear 

our prayer” or “Lord, have mercy.”  In this way, the Prayer of the Church, literally, is the church 

speaking as one with their prayers, supplications, intercessions and thanksgivings. 

Following the prayers, the congregation continues to express their gratitude to God with their 

offerings.  While most people today associate the offering with a monetary giving, it has 

historically and spiritually been understood differently.  The offering is a giving back to God of 

the firstfruits He has provided.  Gifts such as grain, vegetables, wool, furs, or a portion of whatever 

the individual or family has been blessed with.  The offering was placed at the entrance of the 

church and then symbolically brought forward during the Offertory Hymn.  Bread and wine from 

the offering would be used for the Lord’s Supper, while the rest would be distributed to the poor.  

This is still done in places, such as our sister congregation in Haiti, but in our culture, it is handled 

with discretion rather than pomp and fanfare. 

Before the suspension of our typical collection practices by pandemic precautions, a collection 

plate would be passed during this part of the Divine Service.  What many may not realize is that 

during this time, musicians would offer the fruits of their labor, known as voluntaries.  Special 

music would be composes and preformed during the collection.  These were not considered part 

of the paid labors of the musicians, rather they would voluntarily offer them for the service of the 

Church.  This may be done by the organist, a soloist, the children, etc.  This is also the time when 

missional things with the intent to be distributed would be brought forward, such as quilts or food 

for relief pantries.   

The reception of the offering signals the end of the Service of the Word, and now the congregation 

waits in anticipation of the second part of the Divine Service.  The Word of God has created faith 

in those present that they may believe and receive the very body and blood of Christ in the Service 

of the Sacrament.  

 

The Lords Supper-By appointment 
 

Faithful People of Mt. Pisgah 

Individual Confession/Absolution with Communion will be offered at the 

church to any who desire to receive it.  Congregation members can 

schedule an appointment to receive the sacrament at their convenience for 

any time on Mondays from 9 AM to 9 PM or on Wednesdays from 1 PM 

to 6 PM.  During their appointed time, the communicant (or family) will 

be the only one entering the sanctuary.  The sacrament will be sanitarily prepared and placed on a 

table ahead of time, and the pastor will meet with them at a distance with a brief liturgy and 

consecration.  Sterilization will occur before and after the appointment.  Yes, this still leaves out 



the communal aspect of receiving the sacrament with fellow believers, but unusual methods are 

required for unusual times.   

Please call the church office during business hours (Monday-Thursday 9AM-3PM and Friday 

from 9AM-Noon) to schedule your appointment.  We will make every effort to ensure that any 

interpersonal contact is minimal. 

May God bless you with His mercy and grace.  

 Pastor Jon

Faithful People of Mt. Pisgah 

Broadcasting our services and bible studies has been a great benefit during this quarantine, but 

there are flaws.  We may not be able to fix the isolation we all feel, but we have found ways to 

worship and pray together as the Body of Christ.  Unfortunately, a terrible problem lies before us: 

we may have been able to reintroduce the Lord’s Supper to our in-person Sunday worship, but a 

large section of our congregation has been kept from it.  This cannot go on this way.  Receiving 

the body and blood of Christ is far too important and necessary for the believer’s wellbeing to 

continue without it.  But neither should we afflict the consciences of those who have sacrificed so 

much to remain isolated for good of their own heath and also for their neighbor.  

Please consider making an appointment for individual communion. 

 

May God bless you with His mercy and grace. 

Pastor Jon 

 

 
 

Taboo? 

Dear Mt. Pisgah: 

When we asked for articles for the newsletter it was requested that we speak concerning the 

church’s stance on the vaccine.  I had previously had a private conversation with the member 

requesting this, and we had disagreed.  I greatly respect the member’s opinion, and think it is 

perfectly acceptable to disagree.  Normally, I would never publish a private correspondence, but 

the member expressly requested it to be.  The following was my response to whether or not the 

church should make public stance on being for or against the vaccine. 

Sent Via Email on April 22, 2021 

Hi ____________ 

I understand and share your concerns for a need for direction. The issue is very polarized 

and increasingly political. While we are certainly not afraid to speak up on issues, the 

church simply doesn’t have the information necessary to make a solid decree on the 

vaccine, just as our government doesn’t either—otherwise they would have made it 

mandatory. We cannot, in good conscience, force anyone to be injected against their will. 

We do, however, recommend it for those who are more vulnerable.  



There is no official stance by synod, and Mt Pisgah is not going to take one either. We 

will continue to proclaim Christ to all and serve all. We will continue to request people to 

exercise additional caution if they are unvaccinated out of love for their neighbor.  

This issue is not being ignored. But with conflicting information and continually 

changing information, it is imprudent for the church to make a hard and fast rule on the 

topic.  The state is recommending but not requiring vaccination; we are not going to go 

beyond or against what the state is doing since they theoretically have more [sic] 

information than we do.  

 

Pastor Jon 

Mt. Pisgah Lutheran Church  
 

 

Youth BIBLE STUDY at 9:15 AM!!! 

 But there is not adult Bible study yet. 

Church IS open with 50 people restriction per service.   

SUNDAY SERVICES 10:45 AM will broadcast live on the website and 

additionally posted later for viewing on the web page. A DVD is 

available outside church door in the red box. 

 

NO NEED TO MISS CHURCH SERVICES OR EVENING BIBLE STUDY 
 

Information for accessing church service or evening Bible Study 

Online:  Video will be found on the home page at http://www.mtpisgahlutheran.com 

The service bulletin will also be available on the homepage. 

Phone:  Service will begin at 10:45 am, dial in direct with no access code to (508) 924-5662 or 

call toll-free (844) 802-6666 and enter access code 889956 

Podcast:  Search for “Mt Pisgah Lutheran” in your mobile device podcast app. 

YouTube:  Recording link will be published on the home page once it is available.  

A DVD is available outside church door in the red box on the wall. 

 

 

 

http://www.mtpisgahlutheran.com/


 

Surgeries and Illness 

 

  Brian Keeney     Jackie Fry   Sally Hardy 

  Helen Hutson (Montogmery) Neil Motyka (Fry)    Joann Kapugi   

Katrina Roland (Doster)  Maureen Duemig  Joyce Boss (Kruse) 

  Mike & Delilah (Perkins) Agapia Dragan (Luecke) Melanie & family (Kaufman)  

Elizabeth Kaufman  Stacy Scovanner (Fry) Brenda Ridgeway (Amato) 

  Grace Floyd (Fry)   Tim Kelly (Licht)           Mary Coffman (Rev. Coffman) 

Mary Hill      Ellen Trinka (Montgomery) Gretchen Sweetser (Mincer) 

Raymond Chang (Kirchoefer) Laddie Smith(Montgomery) Becky Piatek (Armstrong)    

John & Suzie Characky (Steen)   Steve & Julie Nofisinger (Kirchoefer)                         

Andy & Margaret Characky (Steen) Mary Mckinney Jennifer Hoffner (Doster) 

  Marilyn Pittman   Linda Nielsen (Keeney) Betty Ude 

  
    

Homebound 

 

Ann Cheadle  Kathleen Fox     Joan Ginter   

Dorothy Lehman   Dianne Luecke Jan Nelson 

Glenn & Suzie Karnatz   Eleney Selius   

Louise Bauer  Warna Berryman Judy Fuchs   

Joann Kapugi  George Fuchs  Robert Hamilton, Jr.  

Dave & Lee Marquardt 

 

Compassion and Sympathy 

 

 

Other Prayers and Concerns 

Our Preschool Staff, Children & Families 

           Evangelical Lutheran Church & School in Laotchikit, Haiti    

 

 
 

Prayers and Concerns  
 



What is the Equality Act? 

Last month an email was sent out by the church office to inform congregation members about a 

bill that has recently passed in the House of Representatives and is now being considered by the 

Senate.  According to our theology concerning the two kingdoms, our church rarely gets involved 

in politics, but this is an exception.  The deceptively named “Equality Act” is not politics, it is a 

direct assault on Christians and the Word of God.  

Rev. Matthew Harrison, President of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, published a lengthy 

statement on the Equality act that can be found on the synod’s website 

(https://www.lcms.org/social-issues/free-to-be-faithful), and which we attached to the previously 

sent email.  After sending the email last month, many people had expressed that they had not heard 

of the Equality Act before.  Below is a summary look at what the Equality Act actually is.  (It may 

not feel like a “summary,” but I assure you, it is.)  Your choice of political affiliation shouldn’t 

matter on this issue; whether or not you believe that the bible is the Word of God does. 

The Equality Act will amend the Civil Rights Act of 1964 to make sexual orientation and gender 

identity into protected classes.  Why is this a big deal?  It takes away a person’s or group’s right 

to offer a dissenting voice, even on issues of conscience and faith. 

Whereas 1964’s Civil Rights Act rightly protected people from discrimination based on objective, 

biological factors (skin color, biologic sex), the Equality Act blurs the standard with subjective, 

personal opinion and self-determined factors.  The Equality Act forces businesses, organizations, 

and individuals to accept and comply with the rapidly changing, almost daily, new “norms” for 

LGBT+ and gender theory.  It undoes actual gender equality between men and women in the 

workplace as well as societal safeguards that have been put in place to protect women in order to 

show favor to a more fluid view of gender and sexuality.  Failure to conform to the ever-changing 

rules could result in businesses facing litigation for violating civil rights or individuals being fired 

for insensitivity.   

For example: A workplace would be in violation if they did not allow a biological male to use a 

female occupied restroom (despite the biological man looking like a man and being attracted to 

women) if the biological male decides that today he feels like he is a woman.  Women are the 

greatest affected by the Equality Act, not necessarily by those who are gender dysphoric, but more 

so by evil men who would use this Act to gain entry into places and situations where they may 

abuse and take advantage of women.  Any employee who might be uncomfortable with this and 

complain could face penalties or be dismissed for discrimination or creating a hostile work 

environment.  Citizens might now be punished for having biblical or, quite frankly, a scientific 

view of biological sex.  Simply referring to someone by something other than their self-prescribed 

preferred pronouns could be punishable.   

Another area that this Act would affect would be in the medical community.  Hospitals and insurers 

would be forced, by law, to provide and pay for surgeries and therapies, regardless of moral or 

medical objections.  This includes giving hysterectomies to healthy biological women and double 

mastectomies to gender dysphoric teenage girls.  The same would be true for castration from 



dysphoric men and boys.  This can also be applied to removing the rights of medical personnel to 

refuse for reasons of conscience to participate in controversial procedures such as abortions. 

By making gender identity and sexual orientation a protected class, parents could lose their rights 

to their children in they do not support or endorse their child’s desire to transition to a different 

gender.  There have already been cases in Canada and the U.S. where parents have lost custody of 

their children for trying to stop them from receiving gender-reassigning hormone therapy or 

puberty blockers. 

Finally, the Equality Act is an attack on churches and religious organizations.  Currently there are 

protections put in place that allow religious entities to fire or not hire in the first place those who 

would not conform to the morality and beliefs of their faith.  Religious schools and churches can 

abstain from teaching things that are contrary to their faith concerning gender and sexuality.  The 

Equality Act strips them of this protection.  Teaching the biblical faith would be interpreted as 

violating someone’s civil rights.  Federal assistance for tuition would not be available for anyone 

attending a college, school, or preschool that does not teach according to the prescribed social 

doctrine.  Schools and religious organizations would also be open to lawsuits if they do not comply.  

Yes, these things would directly impact us here at Mt. Pisgah Lutheran Church and Preschool. 

While we are called by faith to love everyone as one who is made by God and for who’s salvation 

Christ died, we cannot in good conscience support the lifestyle of some who openly live in 

rebellion to God’s will or who deny foundational biblical truth.  Don’t be deceived, it is not loving 

to encourage people do things that God plainly and repeatedly says is a sin and harmful to both the 

individual and society.  The truly loving thing is to treat others with dignity while speaking God’s 

Word faithfully and pointing them to Christ.   

The LCMS has created a synodical organization, the Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty, that 

represents the synod on issues like this.  If you would like to help support them as they work to make 

your voice heard in Washington, you can donate on their website:  www.lcrlfreedom.org.  

 
 

 

 
 

 

05/03 Suzie Karnatz   05/14 Barbara Volk  05/20 Wendy White 

05/03 Ben Kirchoefer  05/15 Eleney Selius  05/26 Jan Tharp 

05/04 Larry Tharp    05/18 Jerome Kaufman 05/29 Erica Genaw 

05/05 John Zagone   05/19 Lydia Cassidy  05/30 Donna Clancy 

05/14 Barbara Hotaling 



 
Stewardship Spotlight: Technology 

This may be starting to sound like a broken record, but stewardship is not about money.  It is using the 

time, talent, and treasures that God has entrusted to you and to His Church, whatever those gifts may be, 

for service to His Kingdom and the proclamation of the Gospel.  Last month we brought into focus the 

work of the Altar Guild; this month we would like to acknowledge those who have been working with 

technology to broadcast our services and bible studies.  Skill and knowledge have been drawn from many 

facets of daily life to bring God’s Word to His people during the pandemic. 

For many years faithful members of Mt. Pisgah have been recording our services onto DVD and 

distributing them to local care communities and to individuals who may not be able to attend worship in-

person.  This is more than hitting a record button.  It included the technical knowhow of the equipment, 

procedures, and software necessary to produce the recording. It demanded time and dedication to edit 

and refine the raw digital materials.  It required individuals who hand-delivered the DVDs to their various 

locations.  All of these efforts, from several members of the congregation made it possible to transition 

into new forms of getting the Gospel to the people when the world suddenly went into lockdown. 

Needing more efficient means of sharing the Word of God to more people in more location, members of 

Mt. Pisgah quickly adapted to serve the needs of the church and community.  The same old, time tested 

methods continued, but now new innovations were added to it.  We started posting video of our worship 

online, and eventually we started broadcasting live too.  Bible studies were added to the mix.  Piece by 

piece a richer digital ministry grew.  Choirs and special music that was not possible in-person because of 

safety precautions found several new approaches through technology and were included.  Through it all, 

quality was also being refined.  All of this was made possible by God inspiring members of our church to 

use their time, talent, and treasures in new ways for the good of His people and sharing of Christ’s love.   

Now that restrictions are beginning to be lifted and people are returning to in-person worship, this 

technological stewardship isn’t going to go away, but be utilized in new ways again as we continue to 

reach out with the message of salvation.  Each week, we are continuing to improve, and soon it will be 

that this task will be refined to the point that it will be as easy as pushing a button.  All of the skills of those 

who have built it up will pass on their work to others who will hopefully volunteer, just as we do for 

greeters, ushers, altar guild, money counters, quilters, etc. 

How will God use your gifts for His Kingdom? 

 

 

 

 

 



Mt. Pisgah Preschool News 

May 2021 

 

The new camera system is being installed and what’s been done so far has 

been much appreciated.  A staff training will be held on Friday, April 30 and 

the school will be closed.  During the lunchtime of the training day, the 25th 

work anniversary of Katherine Montgomery will be celebrated. Graduation 

plans have been made for June 2 to be held at Jackson Park. 

 

Memory Verse for the month of May: 

Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and 

follow me.”  Matthew 16:24 

  

 

MANY THANKS 

 

The Boards of Parish Life and Outreach & Community Concerns have teamed up to make Easter 

“Poke” baskets for the members of our congregation who are unable to attend church.  A total of 

13 volunteers helped to make this project a success by assembling and distributing the baskets 

during Holy Week.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cookie & fudge makers—Marilyn Pittman, Sarah Christensen, Donna Clancy, Vickie Amato, 

Mary Kaufman, Kathy Kirchoefer, Sylvia Gonzalez, Leah Ryel, Debby Zagone 

Assemble – Lydia Cassidy, Jan Tharp, Marilyn Pittman, Vickie Amato, Debby Zagone, Kathy 

Kirchoefer 

Deliver – Nona Schmook, Vickie Amato, Kathy Kirchoefer, Sylvia Gonzalez, Debby Zagone 

Judy Morin for making the beautiful Easter cross bookmarks. 

Thank You to everyone who delivered these wonderful treats. 



A THANK YOU FROM ALL who received the wonderful easter goodies.   

I wanted to thank the committee that delivered the Easter Baskets to the shut-ins. 

This was greatly appreciated, and the contents were outstanding. 

Thanks again to all who participated in this event. 

Regards, 

Lydia 

Maureen Duemig-thank you for the treats. 

Dianne Luecke wanted to say thank you for the Easter basket filled with goodies. She really 

enjoyed it.  

Kathleen Fox, Lee Marquardt, Suzie Karnatz and others are sending a big HUG! 

Read the many notes that were sent: 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

Mission of the Month 
Blue Ridge Prison & Jail Ministries       

 
Our Vision: 

 

To minister in prayer to men and women, by way of identifying the 

deep-rooted needs that leads to destructive behavior and provide 

biblical and ethical solutions in order to break the cycle and 

provide a new way of life. 

 

To do our part to enforce, enhance, and complete the overall purpose and duty of our judicial and 

penal system. To not only incarcerate but also rehabilitate. 

 

Our Goal: 

 

To reach inmates and their families across our state. 

 



 
 

 

 

 



LWML RUMMAGE SALE 
 

 

BRING your gently used items for the LWML Rummage 

Sale, scheduled outdoors for Saturday, June 19th  from 9 

am to 2 pm in the back of the parking lot. Due to 

renovations planned for the fellowship hall. 

The rain date will be the following Saturday, June 26th. 

  

We are not accepting clothing, TV’s or heavy furniture! 

 Set up will be 7 am so that we are ready for customers by 9 am. Please let Debby Zagone know 

if you are available to help out on the day of the sale or if you have any questions. 

 

 
 

CAN YOU SEW? 

 

 

 
 

 

 

FINANCIAL NEWS 
On April 25th, we received $3736 in general offerings.  In April, we received 
$17,751.  Year to date we have received $98,261.  Budget YTD would be 
$92,480.  The new budget amount needed for 2021 is $5440 per week to 
cover expenses.    
 

Thank you for your continued support of our church.  

 

 



Sunday School  
 kids doing an egg hunt on Easter. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

SPECIAL CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

March 4, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 

Steve Kirchoefer opened the special meeting at 7:00 o.m.  A quorum was declared. 

Council members present:  Steve Kirchoefer, Robert Hamrick, Sylvia Gonzalez, Judy Morin, Jan 

Tharp, Lydia Cassidy, Kathy Kirchoefer,  and Leah Ryel.   

Also attending:  Pastor Christensen 
 

Absent:  Barbara Volk, Homero Gonzalez, Diane Sanborn, John Zagone, Wendy White. 
 

Judy Morin had e-mailed Church Council members about an issue related to changing the 

flooring in the Fellowship Hall.  There is currently a dividing curtain on a track in the Fellowship 

Hall, that would not allow new flooring to be installed beneath it.  Judy had sent a written motion 

to have the partition in the Fellowship Hall removed and the ceiling repaired and repainted. 
 

Motion by was made by Steve Kirchoefer, seconded by Leah Ryel, opened for discussion, & 

passed, to authorize Judy Morin to proceed with the removal of the partition and having the 

ceiling in the Fellowship Hall repaired & repainted.  
 

Meeting was closed at 7:06 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Leah Ryel 

 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

Via Telephone Conference 

March 18, 2021 at 7 p.m. 

 

Steve Kirchoefer opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m.  A quorum was declared. 

 

Council members present:  Steve Kirchoefer, Robert Hamrick, Sylvia Gonzalez, Homero 

Gonzalez, Judy Morin, John Zagone, Jan Tharp, Kathy Kirchoefer, Lydia Cassidy, Wendy 

White, and Leah Ryel 

 

Others present:  Pastor Jon Christensen 

 

Absent:  Barbara Volk, Diane Sanborn  

 

Sylvia Gonzalez offered the devotions.  The Vision Statement was read by Steve Kirchoefer. 

  

Minutes of the February 18, 2021 meeting were approved. 

 

Minutes of the Special Meeting of March 4, 2021 were approved. 



 

Sylvia Gonzalez presented the March 2021 Financial News, and the Financial Reports as of 

February 28, 2021 (attached). 

 

The February Income Statement shows a net income of $45,610.  The Church had a gain of 

$19,902.  The Preschool had a gain of $25,708.  Both gains were mostly due to the PPP 

Coverage of the payroll expense for February.  YTD net gain is $32,466, since we had a loss in 

January.  We will continue to include offering numbers in the Wednesday e-mails. 

 

For February, we had 4 Sundays and 2 payrolls.  Offerings were $6,209 above budget based on a 

4-Sunday month.  Those are a true blessing.  We did not receive any State Supplement money 

for the Preschool for February. 

 

$30K that had been moved from our UCB savings in January has been returned.  We also moved 

$10K into the LCEF Church Savings Account and $25K into the LCEF Preschool Savings 

Account, as discussed in the February Council Meeting. 

 

Second Round of PPP Loan/Grants: 

 

We received the second draw of PPP funding on February 2, for $121,300.  Since the UC Bank 

is not requiring uploads of data showing proof of how the funds are being used this time, we set 

up a dedicated account with the balance being reduced by the monthly payroll cost for the 

Church and Preschool, for complete transparency of fund usage.  This will probably result in 

income gains for the next four months, or until PPP Funds are used up. 

 

Sales Tax Refund: 

 

We did receive our semi-annual sales tax refund for $3,501.83 on 3/8/2021 for the 2nd half of 

2020.  These funds will be credited against the sales tax accounts (food and supplies) and will 

appear on the March financial reports. 

  

Pastor Christensen had an oral report.  There is one more Wednesday Service, then Holy Week, 

with only one Service (7p.m.) on Maundy Thursday.  Good Friday will have 2 Services. 

 

Elders’ Report (attached) was given by John Zagone.  (a) Katherine Montgomery’s 25th 

anniversary of employment with the Church & Preschool is approaching.    Before tonight, 

Council was to let Pastor know how each member felt we ought to celebrate her dedication.  (b) 

Herb Spies had requested that the kitchen renovation project be dedicated to Charlie 

Cavicchio.  Pastor’s recommendation is to include dedication note in Sunday Bulletin and 

Monthly Newsletter when the project is completed.  (c) John will write an article for The View, 

thanking Altar Guild, and stating that we’ll be doing weekly Communion post COVID.  (d) 

Outreach efforts by Elders groups is being reviewed. 

 

Outreach & Community Concerns report (attached) was presented by Jan Tharp.  A check for 

$820 was sent to Children & Family Resource Center, February’s MOM.  Souper Bowl of 

Caring was in February, & a check for $150 was sent to IAM, with 95 cans of 



soup  delivered.  MOM for March is Thrive.  Outreach Community Concerns has a balance of 

$753.20.  The request made for help for a person who needs assistance is currently on hold, 

pending more information.  On May 5, we’ll furnish a box lunch for 75 staff at Sugarloaf 

Elementary School.  Cards are sent to shut-ins & those on the sick/surgery list.  Two visitors 

were given pens and information packets.  For Easter, we & Parish Life will put together “pokes” 

(bags) for shut-ins and members unable to attend in person.  Cookbooks are for sale. 

 

There was no Education report; Diane Sanborn.  Wendy White mentioned that plans are 

underway for the Church to send children to Camp Lind Haven.  At the moment, camps are not 

open, due to COVID-19 restrictions.  

 

Early Childhood report (attached) was by Kathy Kirchoefer.  Katherine Montgomery reported 

that the school hopes to open Room #5 as a Toddler 1 & 2 room soon.  A staff day is scheduled 

for 3/12; she hopes to hold them monthly.  Michelle Phelps has rejoined the staff.  Graduation 

will be held at Jackson Park on 6/2.  Sylvia stated that there is a $15,000 account for capital 

improvements that could be used to update the camera system.  Steve made a motion that was 

approved to use up to $5,000 to replace the current system.  The new system will have better 

picture clarity, and sound is also available.  Katherine explained the rationale for opening a 

toddler room, and said that she hopes to keep the numbers at around 56.  She’s happy with 

current staffing, but wants to add a couple more.  Porcia moved from kitchen to 

classroom.  Katherine regularly provides treats for the staff workroom, and lunches at 

times.  Kathy also sent an e-mail to Council about Katherine’s anniversary, asking for input. 

 

Stewardship sent an e-mail (attached), which was presented by Wendy White. 

 

Missions report (attached) was presented by Wendy White.  A baby quilt created by MPLC’s 

Quilting Group, and a baby afghan made by MPLC’s Knitting Group were sent to both Mr. & 

Mrs. Jacob Sipes and Mr. & Mrs. Eric Saunders.  Each couple also received $200 for nursery 

necessities.  Pastor Kaster’s Lutheran worship services have been delayed until 

Reformation.  The Mission Committee voted to send $4,266 from the Haiti fund, for 6 water 

pumps in the Central Plateau, for 10 families living far from the river. 

 

Parish Life report (attached) was by Lydia Cassidy.  13 volunteers have signed up to help bake 

cookies and fudge, and to assemble and deliver the Easter pokes for homebound 

members.  Baskets will be assembled 3/29, and delivered that week. 

 

Board of Inside Property report (attached) was by Judy Morin.  Kitchen remodeling 

progresses.  Paul Mincer has run into some tricky problems that he’s conquered, and some that 

he has not yet conquered.  Countertops are underfunded, but donations are coming in.  Sylvia 

said that we have $5,600 of $7,200 cost.  Installation is 3/19.  Homero Gonzalez removed the 

Fellowship Hall dividers, and sheet rock was installed in the track area.  Heating/A/C ducts there 

will be cleaned.  Ceiling must be repaired (leaks damaged ceiling).  Walls must be 

cleaned.  Crown molding will be installed.  Lighting must be installed.  Estimates were 

submitted, and scheduling is in progress.  Sylvia found a better floor product, that resists 

scratching, that we have samples of (3 colors).  After a choice of 2 colors is made, a vote will be 

taken at the Semi-Annual Voters’ Assembly. 



 

Outside Property report (attached) was by Homero Gonzalez.  The top part of the sign is not 

lighting.  The replacement for an electronic piece inside was received from the sign company & 

will be replaced by Pastor when weather permits.  Masonry around the sign has been 

completed.  A load or 2 of dirt is needed to fill in low-lying areas.  An excellent painter will be 

here the 3/26, to work in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

10 trees are rotting at the bottom, due to soggy ground.  Since this could be a liability, Homero & 

Pastor agreed that the trees need to be removed.  Mr. Hermanson (who cut down trees for the 

fence line next to the Memorial Garden) gave an estimate of $2,800 to drop, cut up, and remove 

those trees.  That is a very reasonable price, so he has been hired.  We will let the Church and 

Preschool know when this will occur, as the driveway may need to be shut briefly.  Other areas 

are being cleaned up, with new mulch added. 

Homero suggested bringing some mountain laurels from their home, to plant in an area that looks 

bad, near where the 10 trees are to be removed.  That was approved.  Church will pay for mulch, 

etc. 

 

Wendy White mentioned that a Pastor contacted her to say that 4 families in a community in 

Alabama have lost their homes.  Jan Tharp asked Wendy to let her or Lydia Cassidy know the 

information, because Ladies’ Guild makes donations to such things. 

 

Old Business:   

 

Review of audit report:  Sue Glossop & Michele Escude completed the financial audit, for which 

we are very grateful.  Sylvia stated that we came out well.  Sylvia, Robert, & Steve have copies, 

that are available to anyone who needs one.   

 

New Business: 

 

We had a conversation about Katherine’s 25th year & how to celebrate it.  It was proposed that 

the gift have something to do with her job.  It was suggested by Leah Ryel that the gift be a 

schoolhouse clock.  All agreed, & Kathy Kirchoefer thought that having a plaque on it would be 

nice.  All agreed.  John Zagone will check on a clock (at a local shop on 2nd Avenue East) & 

arrange for a plaque to be added to it.  Any food-related event will be coordinated by Kathy 

Kirchoefer (ECM) & Lydia Cassidy (Parish Life). 

 

Re the sound system at Church, Steve Kirchoefer stated that he met with the man who had 

installed the current sound system.  For a new, improved system, cameras cost $2,000 ea.; we 

need 2, so that’s $4,000..  Soundboard costs $2,200.  Recording microphones are $170.  Router 

for cameras and computer costs $100.  Joystick for camera pointing is $800.  Audio amplifier 

costs $350.  Cables cost $100.  Installation and labor costs $1000 to $1500.  Total cost is about 

$9,000.   

 

Next meeting will be held April 22, 2021.  Steve said that it will be held via 

Teleconference.            Jan Tharp will offer devotions.  Steve’s hopeful that we can return to in-

person meetings in July, but all’s dependent on COVID-19. 



 

There was discussion about the Semi-Annual Voters’ Assembly, which will probably be in May, 

but how we would hold it would be dependent on COVID-19 restrictions.  We’ll wait for the 

April meeting to make that decision. 

 

At 8:10 p.m., Steve closed the meeting with The Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Leah Ryel 

Recording Secretary      

 
 

Lily Donations 
 

Homero and Sylvia Gonzalez in honor of mother Rosie McKinney, age 98; in memory of 

brother Andy McKinney 

Lydia Cassidy in memory of husband Kevin 

Carol Heaphy in loving memory of my parents Harold & Kay Hemstreet of Bay City, MI 

Pittman Family in honor of Marilyn Pittman 

Bob & Judy Morin 

Barbara Volk in memory of Jim Volk 

Rappley Family in loving memory of daughter/sister Linda C. Rappley 

Madeline Biddle in memory of husband Bob Biddle 

Rose Steen in honor of parents Andy & Margaret Caaracky; in honor of parents Harold & 

Dorothy Steen 

Betty Ude for God’s loving care 

Sue Oetting in memory of Paul & Teresa Oetting 

Robert Hamrick 

David and Wendy White 

Mikki Reinicker 

Meesly Heiple in memory of Wesley Heiple; in memory of Ann Heiple; in memory of 

Vaughn Heiple 

Herb Spies 

William and Debbie Leger in honor of Ruth & Frank Mucko; in honor of Arthur & Bertha 

Leger parents of William Leger 

Donna Marino in memory of David Pellman 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 



MAY 

 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 

 

       
2 

Communion 8 AM 

Children Sunday 
School 9:15 AM 

Communion  

10:45 AM 

3 4 5 

Women’s Bible 
Study 10 AM 

Prayer Shawl 1 
PM 

Evening Bible 
Study 7 PM 

6 

Quilter’s 
Ministry 9 AM 

7 

Mission 
Board 
Meeting 1 
PM 

8 

       
9 

Communion 8 AM  

Children Sunday 
School 9:15 AM 

Communion  

10:45 AM 

10 

Ladies Guild 
1 PM 

11 

Elder’s 
Meeting 7 PM 

12 

Pastor out of 
town 

13 

 

14 15 

       
16 

Communion 8 AM 

Children Sunday 
School 9:15 AM 

Communion  

10:45 AM 

17 

 

18 

 

19 

 

 

20 

Quilter’s 
Ministry 9 AM 

Council 
Meeting 7 PM 

 

21 22 

    

 

   
23 

Communion 8 AM 

Children Sunday 
School 9:15 AM 

Communion  

10:45 AM 

24 25 26 

 Women’s 
Bible Study 10 
AM 

Evening Bible 
Study 7 PM 

27 28 

Preschool 
closed 
training day 

29 

30 Communion 8 
AM 

Children Sunday 
School 9:15 AM 

Communion  

10:45 AM 

31 

Preschool 
closed 
Memorial 
Day Holiday 

     


