
The Liturgy of the Divine Service: The Hymn of the Day and The Sermon 

In our study of the Divine Service, we have now reached the focal point of its first half. As stated in previous 

articles, the Divine Service, through which God bestows His gifts upon His people and the people respond 

to His grace with thanksgiving and praise, is divided into two halves: The Service of the Word and The 

Service of the Sacrament.  The names themselves denote their primary function.  The Service of the Word 

not only publicly presents God’s Word through the reading of the Scriptures; it also proclaims, expounds, 

and teaches from them in the Sermon.  

The Sermon is the highlight of the Service of the Word.  Although in modern days delivering a sermon or 

preaching has been boiled down in its generic meaning to delivering a message, which could manifest on 

a variety of subject matter or convey information on a topic or express the thoughts and feelings of the 

speaker, Christian preaching is intentionally specific; it is the proclamation of Christ crucified for our 

salvation and risen for our justification.   

In the Greek, euangelizomai means “to tell the Good News.”  We transliterate the word to get our modern 

term, evangelize, and its root, euangelion, (good [eu] – message or announcement [angelia]) is also the 

word the Anglo-Saxons translated as God-spel (Good Story), or as we say it: Gospel.  It is not the latest 

gossip or arbitrary words of comfort to help someone get through the day; the Good News is expressly 

and solely the proclamation of Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

In preparation for the hearer to receive this Good News and in response to the Gospel Reading the 

worshiper had just heard read in the Divine Service, the congregation participates in a hymn.  The Hymn 

of the Day is a distinctly Lutheran aspect to Christian worship.  Carefully chosen to reflect the themes of 

the readings and to prepare the people for the what is about to be preached in the sermon, the Hymn of 

the Day (or the Sermon Hymn as it is sometimes called) directs the thoughts of the congregation to see 

Christ revealed as it comments on the lectionary readings.  While all the hymns that accompany the Divine 

Service for a particular day connect to the day’s theme, this Chief Hymn, explicitly does so with the 

intention of readying the congregation to receive the Good News. 

During the Sermon, the living voice of the Gospel is delivered to the people that they may be strengthened 

and equipped to then carry that Good News into the world.  The format of the Sermon may vary for the 



purpose of reaching listeners, who individually receive the Gospel according to the gifts, talents, and 

abilities that God has blessed them with, but the content (if it is a faithful, Christian sermon) is always 

pointing to Christ and him crucified for our redemption.   

Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which 

you stand, and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—

unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that 

Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised 

on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. (1 Corinthians 15:1-4) 

This means that a good sermon will always contain the Law, which shows our need for a Savior, and the 

Gospel, which shows us Jesus, who has delivered us from sin and death through his death and resurrection 

that we may have life everlasting.  The Law is not a simple stating of God’s rules and expectations or an 

information dump of Scripture’s contents; it convicts us of our sins and humbles us before God.  Nor is 

the Gospel a mention of Jesus in passing or a casual and generic reference to God’s affinity to his creation; 

it is clearly and unmistakably a proclamation of God’s gracious gift of forgiveness, life, and salvation 

through Jesus Christ.   

If the Sermon does not contain both Law and Gospel in order to rightly convict the listener of their sin and 

then free them with the Good News of salvation by grace through faith in Christ, then it is incomplete.  It 

may be a very well-crafted series of words that may even impact the moral or emotional state of the 

hearer, but if it is not preaching Christ crucified for man’s redemption, then it is of no benefit to the faith 

of the hearer.  “Faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ” (Romans 10:17). 

The Sermon is climax of the Service of the Word within the Divine Service because here God bestows His 

grace through the preaching of His Word.  God gives us His grace through means of His Word and 

Sacraments (Baptism and the Lord’s Supper).  Whether it be through the direct reading or peaching of 

God’s Word or through the reception of His Sacraments, which contain the promises He declared in His 

Word, it is God Himself who acts and blesses through humble means.  In the context of the Sermon, the 

Holy Spirit moves and works through the preaching of the Gospel to create faith in the hearer that they 

may believe and trust in Jesus for life and salvation.   

The faith created here, in the preaching and proclamation of the Word, also leads the hearer to trust in 

the work God has done for them in Holy Baptism and to undoubtingly believe the truth of Jesus words in 

the Sacrament of the Altar in which he gives the Fruits of the Cross, his body and blood, for the forgiveness 

of sins and for the strengthening and unity of his people. (We will address this further when we examine 

the second part of the Divine Service: The Service of the Sacrament.) 

Finally, the Sermon traditionally closes with the Votum, which is a mini benediction based upon Philippians 

4:7: “And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 

Christ Jesus.”  From beginning to end, the Sermon uses Law and Gospel to point us to Christ as it 

specifically addresses him crucified for our salvation. 

 

Evening Bible Study will resume April 7th at 7 PM with access the 

same as Sunday Services. 



The Lords Supper-By appointment 
 

Faithful People of Mt. Pisgah 

Individual Confession/Absolution with Communion will be offered at the church 

to any who desire to receive it.  Congregation members can schedule an 

appointment to receive the sacrament at their convenience for any time on 

Mondays from 9 AM to 9 PM or on Wednesdays from 1 PM to 6 PM.  During 

their appointed time, the communicant (or family) will be the only one entering 

the sanctuary.  The sacrament will be sanitarily prepared and placed on a table ahead of time, and the 

pastor will meet with them at a distance with a brief liturgy and consecration.  Sterilization will occur 

before and after the appointment.  Yes, this still leaves out the communal aspect of receiving the 

sacrament with fellow believers, but unusual methods are required for unusual times.   

Please call the church office during business hours (Monday-Thursday 9AM-3PM and Friday from 9AM-

Noon) to schedule your appointment.  We will make every effort to ensure that any interpersonal 

contact is minimal. 

May God bless you with His mercy and grace.  

 Pastor Jon

Faithful People of Mt. Pisgah 

Broadcasting our services and bible studies has been a great benefit during this quarantine, but there are 

flaws.  We may not be able to fix the isolation we all feel, but we have found ways to worship and pray 

together as the Body of Christ.  Unfortunately, a terrible problem lies before us: we may have been able 

to reintroduce the Lord’s Supper to our in-person Sunday worship, but a large section of our congregation 

has been kept from it.  This cannot go on this way.  Receiving the body and blood of Christ is far too 

important and necessary for the believer’s wellbeing to continue without it.  But neither should we afflict 

the consciences of those who have sacrificed so much to remain isolated for good of their own heath and 

also for their neighbor.  

Please consider making an appointment for individual communion. 

 

May God bless you with His mercy and grace. 

Pastor Jon 

 

Youth BIBLE STUDY at 9:15 AM!!! 

 But there is not adult Bible study yet. 

Church IS open with 50 people restriction per service.   

SUNDAY SERVICES 10:45 AM will broadcast live on the website and 

additionally posted later for viewing on the web page. A DVD is 

available outside church door in the red box. 



 

NO NEED TO MISS CHURCH SERVICES OR EVENING BIBLE STUDY 
Information for accessing church service or evening Bible Study 

Online:  Video will be found on the home page at http://www.mtpisgahlutheran.com 

The service bulletin will also be available on the homepage. 

Phone:  Service will begin at 10:45 am, dial in direct with no access code to (508) 924-5662 or call toll-

free (844) 802-6666 and enter access code 889956 

Podcast:  Search for “Mt Pisgah Lutheran” in your mobile device podcast app. 

YouTube:  Recording link will be published on the home page once it is available.  

A DVD is available outside church door in the red box on the wall. 

 

 

Surgeries and Illness 

  Brian Keeney     Jackie Fry   Sally Hardy 

  Helen Hutson (Montogmery) Neil Motyka (Fry)    Joann Kapugi   

Katrina Roland (Doster)  Maureen Duemig  Joyce Boss (Kruse) 

  Mike & Delilah (Perkins) Agapia Dragan (Luecke) Mary Hill 

  Melanie & family (Kaufman)  Elizabeth Kaufman  Stacy Scovanner (Fry) 

  Brenda Ridgeway (Amato) Grace Floyd (Fry)  Tim Kelly (Licht)   

  Mary Coffman (Rev. Coffman) Lois T. (Sister/ Elaine F) Ellen Trinka (Montgomery) 

  Raymond Chang (Kirchoefer)       Gretchen Sweetser (Mincer) 

  Laddie Smith(Montgomery) Becky Piatek (Armstrong) Robin Brier (Middleton) 

Steve & Julie Nofisinger (Kirchoefer)    Dennis & Nancy Guth (Kirchoefer) 

John & Suzie Characky (Steen)                 Andy & Margaret Characky (Steen) 

Mary Mckinney  Gary Amato 
    

Homebound 

 

Ann Cheadle  Kathleen Fox     Joan Ginter   

Dorothy Lehman   Dianne Luecke Jan Nelson 

Glenn & Suzie Karnatz   Eleney Selius   

Louise Bauer  Warna Berryman Judy Fuchs   

Joann Kapugi  George Fuchs  Robert Hamilton, Jr.  

Dave & Lee Marquardt 

 

 

Prayers and Concerns  
 

http://www.mtpisgahlutheran.com/


Compassion and Sympathy 

Other Prayers and Concerns 

Our Preschool Staff, Children & Families 

           Evangelical Lutheran Church & School in Laotchikit, Haiti    

 

FINANCIAL NEWS 

On March 28th, we received $3,352 in general offerings.  In March so far, we 
have received $27,523.  Year to date we have received $80,510.  Budget YTD 
would be $70,720.  The new budget amount needed for 2021 is $5440 per 
week to cover expenses.    

 
The Kitchen Committee would be grateful for donations towards the purchase of new 
countertops.  We purchased beautiful Quartz countertops at an excellent price of $7200.  Please 
stop by the kitchen to see them installed.  We have collected $6370 in designated funds for this 
with only $830 to go!  Thanks to those who have given toward this.  If you would like to help 
support this project, please mark your offering “Kitchen” 
 
We also have received more than enough funds to cover the cost of the Easter Lilies.   Thanks to 
all who have donated or purchased lilies for Easter.  The additional funds will be used to purchase 
Alter Flowers as needed.   
 
Thank you for your continued support of our church.  

 

 
 

 

 

04/03 Logan Clancy   04/13 Jeff Reid  04/21 Marjorie Zell 

04/04 Marilyn Pittman 04/14 Peggy Blythe  04/21 Mary Rappley 

04/05 Sue Oetting    04/15 Dailyn Rappley  04/27 Karen Ude 

04/08 Blenda Luecke  04/17 Russell Rappley  04/28 Chuck Ginter 

04/13 Ethan Lumley   04/17 Leah Ryel 

 
Address Change: Sharon Gertken, 1203 Lakeshore Drive, Franklin, NC 28734 

 



 

 



With Appreciation for Dedicated Service 

 

Over the past year, many activities, both inside and outside the church, have taken a step back due to 

restrictions on person-to-person interaction.  Thankfully, God has seen us through the worst of the danger 

and is now presenting us with opportunities to gradually restart dormant activities we formerly enjoyed.  

But just because some things were put on hold, that doesn’t mean that everything was.  Thank you to all 

the members of Mt. Pisgah, who increased their prayers and found ways to reach out and encourage their 

fellow members of the body of Christ.   

Thank you also to everyone who served the church both in-person and from isolation with various projects 

and tasks.  The Church finds its strength in Christ, but Mt. Pisgah Lutheran Church, specifically, remained 

strong by Christ working through you.  Although everyone is worthy of gratitude, the Elders would like to 

single out the Altar Guild as an example of the faithfulness all the members of Mt. Pisgah exhibited during 

COVID.   

For a long time, Mt. Pisgah had expressed a desire to increase the frequency of celebrating the Lord’s 

Supper, but we were hesitant to put additional strain on the volunteers, who’s diligent preparations make 

to possible to receive this blessed gift.  One of the positives that came out of Mt. Pisgah’s response to 

COVID is the celebration of the Sacrament every week. 

With humility and reverence, the Altar Guild, like many other steadfast Christians during the past year, 

increased their efforts in frequency and safety for service to God and to their neighbor.  Their dedication 

made it possible for the comfort and peace of Christ’s body and blood to always be present for our 

members, whenever they were ready to return to in-person corporate worship.  The same faithful work 

of the Altar Guild will ensure that comfort and peace with also be ready and available for those who have 

not yet been able to return on a Sunday morning. 

Members of the Altar Guild and all the groups and individuals who found ways to continue or even 

increase your efforts over the past year, your lovingkindness has not gone unnoticed.  Thank you for being 

the hands and feet of Jesus. 

With Gratitude, 

The Elders 

 

 

 

 

 



 Quilters And Knitters 

We are delighted to send to Mr. & Mrs. Jacob Sipes and Mr. & Mrs. Erick Saunders the 

cutest hand-made embroidered baby quilt and baby afghan.  These gifts were made with 

love by the quilters and knitting groups at Mt. Pisgah.  Also enclosed was a check for 

$200 to purchase any necessary items needed for their nurseries as both couples are 

expecting their first child in May. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mt. Pisgah Preschool News 

March 2021 

The school will be reopening another room soon to accommodate our toddlers.  

The school will also be purchasing a new camera system that will have better 

sound and clarity than the current system.  Funds will come out of the school’s 

capital improvements fund. 

 

Katherine received some very cute Valentine’s Day cards in February: 

 

Katherine has doing a lot of the cooking lately and Abe had this to say: 

“Thank you for being my chef sometimes.  I love you and your food but I hate salads, but maybe your 

salad would be okay.  Please don’t make salad all the times.  I love you.  Goodbye” 

 

A thank you from one of the school families: 

“Thank you for all you do to keep MPLP open and running.  We are so grateful!”  Hannah, Jenny, & 

Dustin” 

 

The school memory verse for the month of March is the “gospel in a nutshell” John 3:16: “For God so 

loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal 

life.” 



 
 

 

Please help us honor Katherine 

 

Katherine Montgomery, our Preschool Director, has been a part of 

the Mt. Pisgah family for 25 years!  We will be celebrating her work 

anniversary on Friday, April 30 at noon with a lunch in her honor.   

 

The congregation is invited to a lunch honoring Katherine 

Montgomery’s 25 years at Mt. Pisgah on Friday, April 30 at noon in 

the church fellowship hall.   If you would like to come and enjoy a light lunch and meet some of 

the school staff as you honor Katherine, please RSVP by Wednesday, April 21, to Lydia Cassidy by 

phone (828) 696-0588 or email  lydiac@morrisbb.net. 

 

Katherine joined the church staff 25 years ago as the Office Administrator, and then moved to 

the preschool director position.  We are thankful for all her years of hard work supporting the 

mission and ministry of our congregation.  Congratulations, Katherine! 

 

Contribute to the Mt. Pisgah Preschool: 
 
Link your Ingles Market Card to : school Id# 30427, Mt. Pisgah Preschool  
Link your Harris Teeter Card to: school Id# 6830, Mt. Pisgah Lutheran Church & Preschool  
 
These dollars help the preschool purchase new books and learning toys. 

 

Over the last twelve months, God has blessed most of us 

abundantly with time.   We are told to practice social distancing 

and self-quarantine during the COVID-19 pandemic.  While 

many people feel alone and isolated, cut off from others, we 

should look at the huge blessing of time that God has given us.  

Before COVID-19 how often did you say, ‘I would do such 

and such if I only had the time.’?  How have you used your 

blessing of time?  Have you been a good steward of this extra 

time?  If you are discontented and depressed with so much 

time alone, then stop right there.  Open the door and kick the enemy, (father of lies), out the 

door!  Time is a blessing and you need to get busy.   Here’s how your church needs YOU using 

your blessing of time to serve God and serve others. 

 

When you worry, who are you 

serving?  God or the enemy? 

mailto:lydiac@morrisbb.net


Start with prayer.  Get on your 

knees and talk to God.  Talk to 

Him about everything.  Praise God 

for His gift of eternal life through 

Jesus Christ.  Praise Him for 

spring flowers, for vaccines, for 

food, home, clothes, safe living conditions, for the birds 

singing by your window, for friends and family.  Ask God 

for help and strength.  Tell Him everything that worries you 

or makes you sad.  Tell God your hopes, your dreams and 

ask Him to bless you better than you ask or imagine.  

(Ephesians 3:20) If you start to worry about anything, stop 

worrying and start praying. 

 

Read Scripture.  Set a daily goal and read the Word of God.  Look for the multitude of verses that 

give us peace in the Psalms.  Read the many ways God protected and provided for the children of 

Israel.  He will do that for us too.  Read the Gospels during Pentecost and remember the miracles 

of the Church in the Book of Acts.  Ponder the mysteries of the world to come in the Book of 

Revelations.  

 

Serve the Lord from isolation.  Volunteer to serve on a church committee.  We have virtual 

meetings and you can participate if you are in self-isolation.  Bake cookies for Parish Life events.  

Help organize supplies for Community Concerns.  Pull weeds in the many flower beds around the 

church.   Ask the church office for an area of the church that needs to be cleaned and organized.  

We have lots of spaces that need attention and you can socially distance while cleaning.  Knit lap 

robes with the knitters or make quilts for the quilting ministry.  Record a greeting to the 

congregation on your cell phone and send it to the church.  We will post your message on the 

church website for people at home to see.  Help count the offering.  Bring flowers for the altar.  

Help with the kitchen renovation.  Make puppets for the Sunday school children.  Write a card or 

send a note to those on the prayer list.  But in all things praise the Lord!  Stay busy and keep 

praising God using the blessing of time to His glory!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

A biblical world view 

of stewardship can be 

consciously defined as: "Utilizing 

and managing all 

resources God provides for the 

glory of God and the betterment of 

His creation." The central essence 

of biblical world 

view stewardship is managing 

everything God brings into the 

believer's life in a manner that 

honors God ... 

Do you have ideas how people can 

serve the Lord while maintaining 

social distancing?  Let me know.  

Send an email to:  

wendyhoustonwhite@gmail.com. 

 

Praise the Lord! 



Parrish Life and Community Concern Outreach 

The Boards of Parish Life and Outreach & Community Concerns have teamed up to make Easter 

“Poke” baskets for the members of our congregation who are unable to attend church.  A total of 

13 volunteers helped to make this project a success by assembling and distributing the baskets  

during Holy Week.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cookie & fudge makers—Marilyn Pittman, Sarah Christensen, Donna Clancy, Vickie Amato, 

Mary Kaufman, Kathy Kirchoefer, Sylvia Gonzalez, Leah Ryel, Debby Zagone 

Assemble – Lydia Cassidy, Jan Tharp, Marilyn Pittman, Vickie Amato, Debby Zagone, Kathy 

Kirchoefer 

Deliver – Nona Schmook, Vickie Amato, Kathy Kirchoefer, Sylvia Gonzalez, Debby Zagone 

Judy Morin for making the beautiful Easter cross bookmarks. 

 
 

Mission of the Month 

     
FIRST CONTACT offers a variety of addiction recovery support 

groups and services for both individuals and families.  All of our 

programs and services are offered at no cost to the participants. 

First Contact is located in Henderson County, NC.  We assist 

individuals and families primarily in Hendersonville and 

surrounding areas in the WNC region. 

We believe that an individual’s best chance for recovery involves a comprehensive plan that 

provides ongoing support throughout the various stages involved.  We understand that each 

situation and person are unique.   

Our support services are designed to help participants medically, emotionally, and spiritually 

through the following stages: 

Stage 1 – Crisis Assistance – Referral to detox facility, crisis intervention guidance. 

Stage 2 – Rehabilitation-Information and referral for rehabilitation facilities. 

Stage 3 – Stabilization-Ongoing support classes, skills training, housing referrals, discipleship 

and coaching programs.  

Stage 4 – Contribution-Counseling, continuing education, community service and FIRST 

CONTACT participation to PAY IT FORWARD. 

http://firstcontactwnc.org/family-support/


 
 

Board of Missions 
Who comes to help when people’s homes are gone, destroyed within seconds by tornados or 

washed away after hours of strong wind and rain in a hurricane?  Pastor Ed Brashier leads a 

Recognized Service Organization (RSO) of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod called 

Shepherd’s Heart Ministry, whose focus is Disaster Response.   People are most receptive to  

receive the Gospel after a major crisis.  By reaching out to the hurting after a natural disaster,  

volunteers with Shepherd’s Heart help people put the pieces of their lives back together.  Losing 

everything you own to a tornado or hurricane is one of those life changing moments when you 

desperately need God’s help and assurance.  Pastor Brashier is there to bring hope for recovery 

and the greater hope of eternal life.   He is pictured above after a Category 3 tornado struck 

Fultondale, Alabama on the night of January 25, 2021 killing one person and destroying the homes 

of 60 other people.   

I met Pastor Brashier the first time in 2010 when he led groups of volunteers in Alabama clearing 

debris after tornados destroyed communities.  We met again in Charleston a few years ago when 

he organized volunteers to help clean up after a hurricane struck the area.  When people are hurting 

from natural disasters, Pastor Ed brings the hope of Christ using a chainsaw and bobcat loader.  

Pastor Ed is known in the LCMS as the ‘Disaster Pastor.’  When not living in his camper in a 

Lutheran church parking lot, where he organizes relief efforts, Pastor Ed serves as the bi-vocational 

associate pastor of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Gardendale, Alabama.  He has unique 

training for this calling as he is a second career pastor.  Retiring after 20 years as a lineman with 

Alabama Light Company, Pastor Ed attended seminary and became an ordained LCMS pastor.   

During the March meeting of the Board of Missions the committee voted to send a $2,000 donation 

to a specific need involving disaster response activities in the Southeast.  Pastor Ed needs a bucket 

grapple for the bobcat loader.  If God moves you to help, please add your donation for this 

equipment.  To donate mark your contribution to Mt. Pisgah for Disaster Relief and we will send 

this with the church’s donation to Shepherd’s Heart Disaster Response. 

 

 

 

Pastor Ed Brashier in Fultondale, Alabama where a category 3 tornado 

left 60 homeless and one dead. 



 

 

Can you sew? 
 

 
 

 

 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

Via Telephone Conference 

February 18, 2021 at 7 p.m. 

 

Steve Kirchoefer opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m.  A quorum was declared. 

 

Council members present:  Steve Kirchoefer, Barbara Volk, Robert Hamrick, Sylvia Gonzalez, 

Homero Gonzalez, Judy Morin, John Zagone, Jan Tharp, Diane Sanborn, Kathy Kirchoefer, Lydia 

Cassidy, Wendy White, and Leah Ryel 

Others present:  Pastor Jon Christensen, Bob Morin 

 

Absent:  No one  

 

Jan Tharp offered the devotions.  The Vision Statement was read by Steve Kirchoefer. 

  

Minutes of the January 21, 2021 meeting were approved. 

 

Sylvia Gonzalez presented the February 2021 Financial News, and the Financial Reports as of 

January 31, 2021 (attached). 

 

2020 end-of-year reports have been saved & printed, and are closed in Shepherd’s Staff.  2021 

numbers have been entered in Shepherd’s Staff, and are reflected in these reports.  In January, 

there was a net loss of $13,294.  The Church had a gain of $4,274, and Preschool had a loss of 

$17,568, since they were closed for COVID for a significant amount of the month.  Wednesday e-

mails will continue to reflect where we stand. 

 



In January, we had 5 Sundays and 2 payrolls.  January 1st payroll was processed 12/31, with 

amounts posted in 2020 books.  Offerings were $2,301 below budget for a 5-Sunday month.  No 

State Supplement money was received for the Preschool for January. 

 

Various large amounts from the operational checking account were used in December (3 payrolls, 

HVAC, Missions from Dedicated, Flooring from Dedicated); we moved $30,000 from UCB 

savings to the operational account, to cover January expenses and payroll.  Dedicated funds are 

secured by the LCEF savings account, which we didn’t use since the savings balance is lower than 

the total dedicated at this point. 

 

Second Round of PPP Loan/Grants: 

We did receive our second draw of the Payroll Projection Plan.  On February 2, we were funded 

for the loan/grant in the same amount as in the first draw ($121,300).  We are reviewing account 

balances to determine where to temporarily store funds until needed.  Funds, currently in 

operational checking account, gain no interest, 

 

We’ll move $30,000 back into UCB savings account (previously moved in January).  Robert & 

Sylvia recommend moving $10K into line 13 on Church Summary Sheet: LCEF Church Savings 

account, so it can be the basis for Church dedicated balances.  The figure is currently a negative 

amount.  They also recommend moving $25K into LCEF Preschool Savings account, to be the 

basis for Preschool dedicated balances.  It would be wonderful to have dedicated accounts fully 

covered by specific savings accounts in LCEF.  With these recommendations, we would have 

about $56K available in our operational checking account, to cover expenses and payroll, in case 

we continue to show a loss for either the Preschool or Church.  No motion was needed for the 

funds being moved.   

 

Pastor Christensen had no report. 

 

Elders’ Report (attached) was given by John Zagone.  Each Elder was able to contact some 

members, which was well received.  Contact will continue, particularly with those most in 

need.  On Ash Wednesday, Rudy was to cover first Service, & John covering 2nd.  On Maundy 

Thursday, John will cover the Service. 

 

Outreach & Community Concerns report (attached) was presented by Jan Tharp.  A check for $340 

was sent to Hendersonville Rescue Mission, January’s Mission of the Month.   COVID prevented 

our volunteers from serving meals, but we returned in January.  February’s MOM is Children & 

Family Resource Center’s Diaper Drive.  The Board’s balance of $473.51 is being carried 

forward.  Cards are sent to shut-ins & those on the sick/surgery list.  For Easter, we & Parish Life 

will put together “pokes” (bags) for shut-ins and members unable to attend in person. 

 

Education report (attached) was by Diane Sanborn.  She has begun a new Bible study, “Girl 

Perfect,” with Michele Maloney & Zoe Christensen, dealing with issues currently faced by 

teenagers. 



Early Childhood report (attached) was by Kathy Kirchoefer.  Katherine’s report was 

documented.  The Preschool did well on the CACFP Federal Food 3-year review.  The staff asked 

Board for input re staff vaccinations.  Board agreed to offer PTO for those being vaccinated, but 

not to require vaccination unless the State does.  Katherine requested replacement of current 

camera (2 systems).  This would cost $3,000 to $5,000.  Request was tabled, since Sylvia had to 

leave the meeting, so we were unclear about where monies would come from.  The first week of 

March will be Dr. Seuss Week. 

 

Katherine provided a new Staff Contact List, including assignments and education levels.  She will 

be asked to add her education level & when she began as Director of the School.  We also asked 

for numbers of students per class.  Women in Prayer Shawl group will provide potholders, etc., for 

staff members’ birthdays.  Kathy will try to submit school information for the newsletter.  With 

PPP funds available, Board approved parents’ tuition credit for COVID closure.  Pastor reported 

that a teacher abruptly quit last week, but 2 former staff members will probably be hired.  Vickie 

Amato & Kathy will tweak Staff Handbook.  Vickie will drop off healthy snacks for teachers. 

Stewardship report (attached) was presented by Wendy White.  The Board is thankful that many 

are reaching out to those isolated by the pandemic.  Sunday school began recorded messages for 

members 2/14.  This will continue.  Comments were made in praise of the recorded messages. 

 

Missions report (attached) was presented by Wendy White.  Gifts were sent to Scott Missling, a 

Seminary student who was married in January.  The Quilters will make a baby quilt for each of 

the couples who expect a first child in May (Seminarian Eric & Katie Saunders, and Seminarian 

Jacob & Marie Sipes).  Pastor Kaster will hold 4 Lutheran worship Services at a former Church, 

now a museum, in Varnsdorf, Bohemia.  Gardens from Seeds for Haiti are growing.  A generous 

donation for Haiti missions was received. 

 

Parish Life report (attached) was by Lydia Cassidy.  As stated in Jan’s report, the two Boards are 

working to provide Easter baskets for those unable to come to Church. There will probably be 

about 30 baskets.  Cookie/fudge makers and drivers will be contacted.  Parish Life will pay costs 

for this project.   

 

Board of Inside Property report (attached) was by Judy Morin.  Thermostat has been 

repaired.  Kitchen renovation proceeds.  Sink & faucet for the coffee station were purchased, but 

are awaiting countertop and plumbing.  Construction of step for access to coffee station from 

hallway is progressing.  Installing “drapes” in front of the area at the main sink/garbage container 

in kitchen was suggested.  Material and labor for “drapes” were donated.  Dedicated funds won’t 

completely cover cost of plumbing and countertops. 

 

Outside Property report (attached) was by Homero Gonzalez.  He has been installing door sweeps 

and felt/brushes on doors, because the door jamb was leaking air.  Sign installation was slowed, 

because the transmitter and receiver lacked adequate mounting, so Homero fabricated 2 fasteners 

for the device by welding and bending raw steel.  They are painted and attached to sign & 

building.  The lights on sign have been dimmed, as they were a driving hazard.  The line has been 



run for the computer to connect with the sign.  Masons will install rock work when it’s dry enough 

for concrete to set.  Then, the area will be backfilled & landscaped.  Tree trimming will be done 

in the parking lot & garden; dead branches will be cleaned up, after rain stops. 

 

Steve Kirchoefer reported that David Elton White has been learning how to livestream Church 

Services, and will handle the first one alone on Maundy Thursday, when Steve won’t be 

available.  David is learning very well. 

 

Old Business:   

 

“Clean As A Whistle” - the new cleaners are working hard, & school is stepping up to help quite 

a bit.  Sylvia said that the contract for the cleaners is through March, but that she has had much 

positive feedback, and feels that that contract should continue. 

 

She stated that Sue Glossop & Michele Escude` will complete the financial audit after Church 

2/28.  They have already begun work. 

 

New Business: 

Robert reported about a family who wants to make a generous donation, with part of the donation 

being for Fellowship Hall flooring, and the rest being for items related to Worship. 

 

Robert Hamrick explained that funds from the PPP Grant will be used for payroll and 

utilities.  When we applied for Draw 2, it was not a requirement that all prior funds be exhausted 

prior to applying.   

 

Paul Mincer & Bill Kruse suggested replacing the fluorescent lights in the Fellowship Hall.  With 

credits from Duke Energy, Sylvia said that the cost would end up being $75/light. 

 

MOTION #1: 

 

Motion was made by Wendy White, seconded by Leah Ryel, & approved unanimously, to replace 

the fluorescent lighting in the Fellowship Hall with LED lighting. 

 

Next meeting will be held March 18, 2021.  Steve said that it will be held via 

Teleconference.   Sylvia Gonzalez will offer devotions. 

At 7:45 p.m., Pastor closed the meeting with The Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Leah Ryel 

Recording Secretary      

 

 



LWML/LADIES GUILD 

Thank you to everyone who generously gave to LWML/Ladies Guild. We were able to give 

$250 to Concordia Seminary, St. Louis Food Pantry and $250 to Concordia Seminary, Ft. 

Wayne, food pantry.  We also gave $250 to Lutheran Bible Translators. 

 

 

 

 

 Do you know your elder? 
 

 

Eidam:  

 

Blythe, Peggy     Licht, Linda 

 Breier, Robin     Leucke, Bruce & Marianna 

 Deumig, Maureen    Marino, Donna 

 Gertkin, Sharon    Mincer,Paul & Wally Rose 

 Gonzalez, Homero & Sylvia   Parshall, Millis 

 Hotaling, Barbara    Rappley, Mary, Russell 

 Kapugi, Joann    Ryel, Leah 

 Kaufman, Jerome & Mary   Schweinler, Lois 

 Kirchoeffer, Steve & Kathryn  Steen, Rose 

 Leyrer, Steve & Kay   

 
 

Hawthorne: 

 

Armstong, Robert & Vivian   Luecke, Mike & Blenda 

Bauer, Louise     Lumley, Tara, Ethan, Peyton 

Berryman, Tom & Warna   Morin, Bob & Judy 

Christensen Family    Reinhold, Laura & Roy 

Fry, Douglas & Jackie   Reinicker, Mikki 

Glossop, Dean & Sue   Smith, Colin & susan 

Hill, Ron & Mary    Walters, David & Carol 

Karnatz, Glenn & Suzie 

 
 

 



Morin: 

 

 Amato,Gary & Vickie   McKinley, Larry & Janie 

 Bertram, Ed & Marilyn    Middleton, Samson & Lindsay 

 Cassidy, Lydia    Moore, Paula Marie 

 Clancy, Donna & Hank   Pittman, Marilyn 

 Claycomb, Eleanor    Sanborn, Rick & Diane 

 Fox, Kathleen     Schmook, Nona 

 Gaston, Alethea    Selius, Tony & Eleney 

 Hardy, Sally     Tharp, Larry & Jan 

 Kruse, Bill     Ude, Betty & Karen 

 Lehman, Dorothy    Zagone, John & Debby 

 
 

 

Mincer: 

 

Anderson, Philip & Faith   Hamilton, Robert 

 Cheadle, Ann     Kawa, Peter 

 Creech, Jerene/Jaeger, Bill   Keeney, Adell & Brendan 

 Doster, Richard & Theresa   Maloney, Family 

 Eidam, Rudy & JoEllen   Reid, Jeff & Susanne 

 Escude`, Craig & Michelle   Stang, Nancy 

Fabricius, Dietrich & Elaine   Tatreau, Maxine 

Feige, Hardy & Helga   Volk, Barbara 

Fisher, Vicki     Weege, Bill & Kathleen 

Hamrick, Robert    Wing, Jim & Shirley 

Heaphy, Carol    Zell, Harold & Marjorie

 
 

Zagone: 

 

 Biddle, Madeline    Leger, William & Debbie 

 Bugner, Albert & Marianne   Marquardt, David & Lee 

 Cavicchio, Elise    Matthew, Mary 

 Emerson, Nathan & Jenny   Mckinney, Mary, Dailyn, Troy 

 Fuchs, George & Judith   Nelson, Jananne 

 Ginter, Charles & Joan   Oeting, Sue 

 Hawthorne, David & Anna   Steverson, Carole 

 Heiple, Lyn     White Family 

 Kugler, Ruth 

 

 

 



APRIL 

 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1  

 Maundy 
Thursday 
Service 7 PM 

2 

Good Friday 
Service 1 PM 
& 7 PM 

3 

 

       
4 EASTER SUNDAY 

Communion 8 AM 

Children Sunday 
School 9:15 AM 

Communion  

10:45 AM 

5 6 7 

Women’s Bible 
Study 10 AM 

Prayer Shawl 1 
PM 

Evening Bible 
Study 7 PM 

8 

 

9 

Mission 
Board 
Meeting 1 
PM 

10 

       
11 

Communion 8 AM  

Children Sunday 
School 9:15 AM 

Communion  

10:45 AM 

12 

Ladies Guild 
1 PM 

13 

Elder’s 
Meeting 7 PM 

14 

Women’s Bible 
Study 10 AM 

Evening Bible 
Study 7 PM 

15 

Quilter’s 
Ministry 9 AM 

 

 

16 17 

       
18 

Communion 8 AM 

Children Sunday 
School 9:15 AM 

Communion  

10:45 AM 

19 

 

20 

 

21 

Women’s Bible 
Study 10 AM 

Evening Bible 
Study 7 PM 

 

22 

Council 
Meeting 7 PM 

 

23 24 

    

 

   
25 

Communion 8 AM 

Children Sunday 
School 9:15 AM 

Communion  

10:45 AM 

26 27 28 

 Women’s 
Bible Study 10 
AM 

Evening Bible 
Study 7 PM 

29 30  

       


