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Order of Evening Prayer 
Prelude                                               It Came upon the Midnight Clear                                 Ruth E. Mackie 
 

Hymn 366 It Came upon the Midnight Clear 

 

 

 

 
 

Service of Light 
Stand.  The Advent Wreath and the Christ Candle is lit. 

 

 

  



 

 

 
 

Phos Hilaron LSB 244 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Thanksgiving for Light LSB 245 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Psalmody 
The Pastor sings voices ! and @. 

Psalm 141 LSB 245 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
L Let us pray. 

O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your only-begotten Son, 
Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we may with sure 
confidence behold Him when He comes to be our Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 



Sit 

Hymn 359 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 

 

 

 

 
 

Readings 
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 9:2–7 

A The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 9. 
  

2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep 
darkness, on them has light shined. 3You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; they 
rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 4For the 
yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on 
the day of Midian. 5For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled 
in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. 6For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7Of the increase of his government and of peace there will 
be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice 
and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do 
this. 



A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Hymn 361 O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 

 

 

 
 

Epistle Reading Titus 2:11–14 

A The Epistle is from Titus, chapter 2. 
  

 11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12training us to renounce 
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present 
age, 13waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus 
Christ, 14who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people 
for his own possession who are zealous for good works. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 



Psalm Psalm 96 Tone C 

 
1Oh sing to the LORD a | new song;* 
 sing to the LORD, | all the earth! 
2Sing to the LORD, | bless his name;* 
 tell of his salvation from | day to day. 
3Declare his glory among the | nations,* 
 his marvelous works among all the | peoples! 
4For great is the LORD, and greatly | to be praised;* 
 he is to be feared a- | bove all gods. 
5For all the gods of the peoples are worthless | idols,* 
 but the LORD made the | heavens. 
6Splendor and majesty are be- | fore him;* 
 strength and beauty are in his sanctu- | ary. 
7Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the | peoples,* 
 ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength! 
8Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due his name;* 
 bring an offering, and come in- | to his courts! 
9Worship the LORD in the splendor of | holiness;* 
 tremble before him, | all the earth! 
10Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns!  
 Yes, the world is established; it shall nev- | er be moved;* 
 he will judge the peoples with | equity.” 
11Let the heavens be glad, and let the | earth rejoice;* 
 let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 12let the field exult, and every- | thing in it! 
Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy 13before the LORD, | for he comes,* 
 for he comes to | judge the earth. 
He will judge the world in | righteousness,* 
 and the peoples in his | faithfulness. 

Gospel Reading Luke 2:1–20 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
2This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all went to be registered, 
each to his own town. 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, 
to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 
5to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6And while they were there, the time 
came for her to give birth. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling 
cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 



 8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were filled with fear. 10And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good 
news of a great joy that will be for all the people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of David 
a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in 
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God and saying, 14“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among 
those with whom he is pleased!” 
 15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us 
go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 
16And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17And when 
they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18And all 
who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things, 
pondering them in her heart. 20And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 
 

Sit 

Hymn 367 Angels from the Realms of Glory 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Sermon 

 

Solo, Lois Schweinler                                         The First Noel                                           Kenon D. Renfrow       

 
Stand 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 



Magnificat LSB 248 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Prayer 
Litany LSB 249 

The response begins as the leader’s petition ends so that the word “Lord” is sung simultaneously. 

  

 
  

L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 

all, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the synodical and district leaders of our Church, for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of 

the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For all public servants, for the government and those who protect us, that they may be upheld 

and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let 

us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, 

those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant 
mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 

 

 



 
  

Silence for individual prayer may follow. 

  

 
 

Sit 

Hymn 364 Away in a Manger 

 

 

 

 
 

Stand 

Collect For Peace 

L Most merciful God, You gave Your eternal Word to become incarnate of the pure Virgin. Grant 
Your people grace to put away fleshly lusts, that they may be ready for Your visitation; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 



Lord’s Prayer LSB 251 
L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Sit 

Duet, Mike and Bea Luecke                              When Love Was Born                                         Mark Schultz 
 

The Lighting of the Candles LSB 252 
L As the light of these candles illumines our faces, it symbolizes the light of Christ, a child in the 

manger at Bethlehem, a Savior suffering our death on the cross and soon to come from His 
throne on high as Judge of all. He is our light here on earth and the eternal light who enlightens 
heaven, where there is no need of candle or sun. Rejoice, for the light of the world has come, 
who transforms us with the brightness of His glory. 

 

The pastor takes the light from the Christ candle and gives it to the acolytes and ushers. They pass the light on to the 
congregation. Lights are dimmed. 

Hymn                                                                                                     363 Silent Night, Holy Night sts. 1–3, 1g 

 

 

 

 



Benedicamus LSB 252 
 
P The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
 
C and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Benediction LSB 252 

 
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you. 
 
C Amen. 
 

The Congregation extinguishes their candles and exits the dimly-lit sanctuary in anticipation of the coming of our Lord. 
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