
The Liturgy of the Divine Service: The Kyrie and Hymn of Praise 

Kyrie eleison.  “Lord, have mercy.”  In the Divine Service, the Kyrie, which is an abbreviation of the Greek 

phrase, “Lord, have mercy,” signals a tonal shift in the worship.  Having recognized God’s presence with 

us in the Invocation, confessed our sins and received absolution, and have now gathered and entered the 

worship space with the Introit, the time has come to state the reason why we are gathered: to receive 

God’s gifts of grace and mercy. 

The Kyrie is an ancient prayer from the earliest days of Christianity.  We even keep the original common 

tongue of Greek in recognition of this universal desire of God’s people.  It hearkens back to the desperate 

petitions of those who came to Jesus seeking healing and deliverance. 

Blind Bartimaeus called out on the Jericho’s roadside: “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” (Mark 

10:46-52).  A Canaanite woman with a daughter, who was demon oppressed, ran to Jesus crying: “Have 

mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David!” (Matthew 15:21-28).  Ten lepers in a village between Samaria and 

Galilee lifted their voices, calling: “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” (Luke 17:11-19).  We too plead for 

mercy and deliverance, not only from earthly woes, but for forgiveness and salvation.  By the time of 

Luther, this heartfelt petition developed into its common threefold form: “Lord, have mercy; Christ, have 

mercy; Lord, have mercy.” 

In our worship today, the Kyrie is an acclamation that Christ, our Lord, is in our midst offering the peace, 

which He alone can give.  This is true peace, and in response, we glorify God with our Hymn of Praise. 

Unable to hold in our exuberant joy, the Hymn of Praise follows the Kyrie.  Our petition for mercy has 

been answered in Christ Jesus!  Although many musical selections can be used for this jubilant outburst, 

the traditional response is the Gloria in Excelsis, which means “Glory in the Highest.”  The first coming of 

the Christ was heralded by angelic choirs that filled the night sky with news of Jesus’ birth.  They sang: 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”  We also sing of 

Jesus coming into our presences to bestow the grace of God as we join the choir of angels with this hymn.   

Another option for the Hymn of Praise is the Gloria Patri, whose name is a condensed form of the triune 

name of God.  Variations of the Gloria Patri is also used as a conclusion to psalms and canticles.   

A newer Hymn of Praise, “This Is the Feast,” has been growing in popularity amongst Lutherans.  It plays 

off the imagery of the marriage feast of the Lamb from the book of Revelation.  The deliverance of the 



Passover and the Easter victory are combined as one as the congregation looks to the Greater Feast to 

Come.  This hymn not only reminds us of Christ’s presence as we come before His Table for the Lord’s 

Supper, it also points us to its divine fulfillment when Christ returns in glory to take His Bride, the Church, 

to be with Him always.   

It should be noted, however, that during the seasons of Advent and Lent, the Hymn of Praise is 

intentionally omitted.  This tradition reinforces the solemn and penitential nature of these seasons.  Many 

congregations temporarily replace it with hymns like “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” or “The Royal Banners 

Forward God.”  Our joy is briefly subdued in these seasons as we reflect on our need for a Savior, and it is 

restored with even more exuberant vigor as the seasons change to celebrating the birth of our Lord or His 

triumphant resurrection.   

As we come before the Lord in the Divine Service, I pray the assurance of Christ’s mercy in the Kyrie will 

fill you with joy that bursts forth in a Hymn of Praise.   

 
Please read the following carefully 

Congregational Voting and Elections 

It may feel like it is too early to be thinking about the annual November Voter’s meeting and 

congregational elections, but time is shorter than you may think due to COVID-19.  At this time, churches 

are still under restrictions that are meant to ensure social distancing, which has affected worship, bible 

studies, fellowship, and church operations.  We also must respect that some do not feel comfortable with 

meeting in large groups.  No one should be forced to do something that they feel endangers their health 

and safety. While the current Church Council has been able to continue regular business through 

telephone conferences and email, we do not have that option for the Voter’s meeting.   

North Carolina state law prohibits non-profit corporations (including churches) from having remote 

“shareholder” meetings (i.e. video or telephone conferences, email, regular mail, etc.).  Therefore, even 

though our worship and other activities use these methods, the Voter’s meeting cannot.  Legally, it must 

be in-person.  The extenuating circumstances of COVID-19 do not provide an exception to the law.  God 

has been good to us by allowing the church to avoid the necessity of dealing with this restriction 

throughout the pandemic, but unless this all miraculously clears up by November (which God could do, 

and I pray He does) we need to find creative ways to conduct the business of the church while keeping 

the Fourth Commandment by obeying the authorities. 

After much deliberation, the Church Council offers this solution: 

The congregation will meet in-person to vote, but some can be in the Sanctuary, some can be Fellowship 

Hall, and for those who do not feel safe in a public gathering, they may remain in their vehicle in the 

parking lot.  Transportation can be provided upon request.  Audio will be available via cell phone or sound 

system for each location.  Documentation, including the proposed 2021 budget, will be provided in paper 

form and digitally (if the church has your email) in advance.  Questions can be submitted before the 

meeting.  We will do our best to address whatever concerns you may have.  This will be a very unusual 

meeting to match our very unusual times.  Please be patient with us.  This will not be perfect. 



Since everything must be well prepared in advance and any discussion or nominations from the floor will 

be problematic, at best, please submit any nominations or topics of concern to the church office as soon 

as possible.  Do not wait.  Your voice is important to us.  Every member is a vital part of this body.  May 

God bless you and this congregation. Pastor Jon 

 

Should you have questions please call the church office during business hours. 

 

The Lords Supper-By appointment 
 

Faithful People of Mt. Pisgah 

If I could, I would bring the sacrament to each of you directly, but my travelling 

from house to house would negate everything for which those in isolation 

suffered.  Even worse, it could potentially create a “Typhoid Mary” 

scenario.  But a long term solution must be found.  Until something changes for 

better or worse, the best solution is as follows: 

Individual Confession/Absolution with Communion will be offered at the church to any who desire to 

receive it.  Congregation members can schedule an appointment to receive the sacrament at their 

convenience for any time on Mondays from 9 AM to 9 PM or on Wednesdays from 1 PM to 6 PM.  During 

their appointed time, the communicant (or family) will be the only one entering the sanctuary.  The 

sacrament will be sanitarily prepared and placed on a table ahead of time, and the pastor will meet with 

them at a distance with a brief liturgy and consecration.  Sterilization will occur before and after the 

appointment.  Yes, this still leaves out the communal aspect of receiving the sacrament with fellow 

believers, but unusual methods are required for unusual times.   

Please call the church office during business hours (Monday-Thursday 9AM-3PM and Friday from 9AM-

Noon) to schedule your appointment.  We will make every effort to ensure that any interpersonal 

contact is minimal. 

May God bless you with His mercy and grace. 

Pastor Jon 

 

 

Youth BIBLE STUDY at 9:15 AM!!! But there is not 

adult Bible study yet. 
 

 

 



Church WILL open with 50 people restriction per service.  Call the church office 

692-7027 or email mtpisgahlcms@gmail.com to reserve a seat for the service you 

wish to attend. 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES 10:45 AM will broadcast live on the website and additionally 

posted later for viewing on the web page. A DVD is available outside 

church door in the red box.

 

BIBLE STUDY  

Wednesday Evening 
Will be meeting in the sanctuary 

 
Evening Bible Study will resume on Wednesday, at 7:00 PM in the sanctuary.  We wanted to make this 

available to as many people as possible so we have elected not to use any programs that would require 

special computer equipment or subscribing to any online services.  Basically, it will be very similar to how 

people have been watching our Sunday Worship Services.   

On the first page of our website there will be a link to the Bible Study that you click on around 7:00 PM on 

Wednesdays, and it will take you to the Youtube video.  The difference between this and the Sunday 

videos is that this will be LIVE. 

You will be able to participate in the class by typing any questions or comments into the chat section of 

the screen.  You will also be able to read and write to others who are also participating. Each session will 

be recorded and posted for those who cannot get online while the class is being broadcast. 

As we start to restore some aspects of our regular worship life, please be patient with us.  We wish that 

we could fling wide the doors, but we must respect the precautions established for public well-being.   

As we are somewhat “exiled” from our normal lives, we will be studying Martin Luther’s Large 

Catechism.  A study guide will be posted on the church website for download. 

 
 

 NO NEED TO MISS CHURCH SERVICES 
 

Information for accessing church service   

Online:  Video will be found on the home page at http://www.mtpisgahlutheran.com 

The service bulletin will also be available on the homepage. 

mailto:mtpisgahlcms@gmail.com
http://www.mtpisgahlutheran.com/


Phone:  Service will begin at 10:45 am, dial in direct with no access code to (508) 924-5662 or call toll-

free (844) 802-6666 and enter access code 889956 

Podcast:  Search for “Mt Pisgah Lutheran” in your mobile device podcast app. 

YouTube:  Recording link will be published on the home page once it is available.  

A DVD is available outside church door in the red box on the wall. 

 

 

 

 

Surgeries and Illness 

  Nancy Bargar        Brian Keeney   David Pellman  

 Mary Hill         Helen Hutson (Montogmery) Neil Motyka (Fry) 

     Marshall Hunt (Fry)    Joann Kapugi    Katrina Roland (Doster)   

  Maureen Duemig     Mike & Delilah (Perkins)  Wiley Ilowit (Fry) 

  Harvey Nash       Robert Hamilton, Jr.  Mary Coffman (Rev. Coffman)    

 Joyce Boss (Kruse)     Ben Kirchoefer   John Frost   

 Nicholas Head (McAbee)  Agapia Dragan (Luecke)  Jackie Fry    

 Melanie & family (Kaufman) Sally Hardy   Stacy Scovanner (Fry)  

 Randy Quinn (Bauer)    Glenn Karnatz   Suzie Karnatz  

 Wally Rose Mincer     Brenda Ridgeway (Amato) Randall Quinn (Bauer) 

 Mildred Sarchioto (Ryel)   Nash family (Fry)  Jeane Family (Fry)  

 Jax Warren(Henderson County Deputy Sheriff son)   Grace Floyd (Fry) 

  Allysa Dottore/Cheyne   Vickie Fisher   George Fuchs 

  Robert & Vivian Armstrong  Debby Zagone   Sue Glossop 

  Elizabeth Kaufman     Pastor Christensen  Steven Bush (Kaufman)  

 Ellen Trinka (Montgomery) 

     

Homebound 

 

Ann Cheadle   Kathleen Fox       Joan Ginter  

 Millie Freese   Dorothy Lehman    Mike Lohr                     

 Dianne Luecke   Jan Nelson     Dave & Lee Marquardt 

 Glenn & Suzie Karnatz  Eleney Selius   Louise Bauer  

 Warna Berryman  Judy Fuchs   Joann Kapugi  

 George Fuchs     

Compassion and Sympathy 

Other Prayers and Concerns 

Our Preschool Staff, Children & Families 

                    Evangelical Lutheran Church & School in Laotchikit, Haiti    

 

Prayers and Concerns  
 



Trusting in Christ, But Also Being Prepared 

We are called to walk by faith and not by sight.  Human logic and reason are of no avail when it comes to 

salvation because God’s grace and the Good News of the Gospel are love beyond understanding.  If human 

love baffles us, how can we ever fully understand God’s love.  However, this does not mean that we toss 

aside the logic and reason God has given to mankind.  He wants us to use all our gifts.  But they must be 

in accord with God’s Word and will, and not in contradiction to them or in denial of God’s providence. 

In times of hardship or danger, our primary response as Christians is to turn to God and trust Him.  We 

are not to be carried away by every fear or worry.  We stand steadfast and immovable in our faith that 

God is with us, and nothing can take away His love for us in Christ Jesus, not even death.  But this does 

not mean that we act carelessly or put God to the test.  If you were to have an accident and fall off a 

bridge, we trust that God will either see us through it or call us to eternal safety.  If you intentionally jump 

off the bridge, well… He may choose to use you as an example of why you should not jump off a bridge.  

This is why our response to COVID has sought to be a balanced one.  Our primary response is to trust that 

God will see His Church through this, but we also do not act recklessly.  We follow they recommendations 

of those to whom God has given authority, but we do not put our faith in them instead of God. 

As of the writing of this, God has most certainly kept us free from harm during the pandemic.  Will we 

remain that way?  Only God knows.  And I’m ok with that, regardless of outcome.  I hope you are too.  But 

understanding that we should not neglect to use the logic and reason God has blessed us with.  Therefore, 

the following is how we plan to handle things, should there be a case of COVID among those who worship 

in-person: 

• We ask that anyone who learns that they have contracted COVID voluntarily, out of love for their 

brothers and sister in Christ, alert the pastor.  If you want to remain anonymous, we will respect 

your wishes, but we would prefer to begin praying for you immediately.   

• Contact with someone who has COVID does not mean that you have contracted the disease or 

even will contract the disease.  However, we will alert the congregation that a positive test has 

occurred in the church and getting tested is advised. 

• To prevent accidental spreading of the illness, the church will switch to online only for two weeks.  

Worship will continue, but restricted to only the distance forms, temporarily.  The two weeks 

gives us the chance to sanitize the facility and protect against potential person to person 

contamination during the asymptomatic incubation period. 

• If we must temporarily suspend in-person Sunday worship, private communion will be available 

every day, at any time needed, upon request to the church office. 

Thanks be to God that we have not need to take any of these actions.  Although this seems pretty late in 

the game, this article is for the purpose of clarifying what our plan is, should an infection occur.  Our 

methods may adapt to fit the circumstances, but nothing will stop our proclamation of the Gospel.   

 



 

11/1  Yvonne McLellen 11/13 Carol Heaphy  11/25 David Marquardt 

11/3  Vivian Armstrong 11/17 Ann Cheadle  11/25  Herb Spies 

11/6  Robert Armstrong 11/17 David Hawthorne 11/25 Kathleen Weege 

11/7  Alan Clancy    11/20 Craig Escude`  11/28 Nancy Stang 

11/9  Paul Mincer    11/21 Ed Bertram  11/29 Gary Amato 

11/11 Phillip Anderson 11/24 Bob Morin  11/30 Peter Kawa 

11/11 Margi McLain   11/25 Lily Emerson 

 
Community Concerns Outreach 

The "thank you dinner" for the County Sheriff's Dept, County Fire Dept, EMT's and the 

City's Fire Department, Public Works Dept and the Police Dept. were a great 

success.   These organizations are so very instrumental in protecting us during the Covid-

19 pandemic. 

Mission of the month for Nov is the quilter's group of Mt. Pisgah. This group needs help 

in purchasing material and backing for quilts which are given to our members, a number 

of organizations in our County and Community, Lutheran World Relief, and more.  

 We are always open for suggestions for Mission of the Month and Outreach & Community 

Concerns. 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

Via Telephone Conference 

September 17, 2020 at 7 p.m. 

Paul Mincer opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m.  A quorum was declared. 

Council members present:  Paul Mincer, Steve Kirchoefer, Robert Hamrick, Sylvia Gonzalez, Homero 

Gonzalez, Vickie Amato, Jan Tharp, Wendy White, and Leah Ryel 

Others present:  Pastor Jon Christensen, Bob Morin 

Absent:  Wendy Maloney, Diane Sanborn, Debby Zagone, John Zagone   

Sylvia Gonzalez offered the devotions.  The Vision Statement was read by Paul. 

 Minutes of the August 20, 2020 meeting were approved. 

Minutes of the Called Church Council meeting of September 3, 2020 were approved. 



Sylvia Gonzalez presented the September Financial News, and the Financial Reports as of August 31, 2020 

(attached).  In a special Called Meeting on September 3, the Church Council approved coverage for all eligible 

employees at 50% of the cost for medical, dental and vision.  Only one staff member is expected to elect the 

medical plan, but several have an interest in the dental and vision.  When enrollment forms are received, we’ll 

know the total cost. 

Robert & Sylvia had reviewed 3 plans for leasing copiers (Ricoh, Image Solutions, and DEX), and the 

comparisons had been sent to Council members.  DEX’s cost was the best; our contract with Ricoh expires the 

end of December.  Steve suggested that we just keep the Ricoh machine until the contract expires, and then 

they will move the machine at no cost; otherwise, it will be a $1,200 cost for us.  He also suggested agreeing to 

the DEX contract now, while they are offering a special price for 5 years.  We will have two machines until year 

end.  After discussion, the motion that Sylvia suggested was made by Vickie Amato, seconded by Leah Ryel, & 

approved. 

Motion #1: 

We will run out the Ricoh contract through year-end, while also starting a new contract with DEX October 1. 

The Income Statement showed a net gain of $19,783 for the month.  The Church had a gain of $6,531, and the 

preschool had a gain of $13,252.  YTD, the Church has a loss of $17,501, & the Preschool’s loss is $15,379.  The 

combined net loss YTD is $32,877, which is an improvement over July.  August had 5 Sundays and 2 

payrolls.  Offerings were close to budget, and expenses were less than budgeted.  The State supplement money 

was posted to Preschool Other Income for August, totaling $12,722.  This helped balance the lower tuition 

income for the month. 

We have learned that there will be 3 pay cycles in December, as final pay checks will be paid on December 31, 

since banks will be closed January 1, 2021. 

 

2021 Budget will be worked on by Robert & Sylvia after the September reports are completed.  Please, submit 

to them any changes to the budget, so that they can present the proposed budget at next month’s meeting. 

Pastor’s report was oral.  Catechism started, & Sunday school is beginning for the children.  Michele & Dailyn 

are in Catechism, & a young man named Gunnar will probably be involved.  Everything is online. 

Bob Morin’s report (attached) stated that David Hawthorne had resigned as Head Elder, and that John Zagone 

had been elected to replace him.  There already was a vacancy in the Board of Elders this year. 

Jan Tharp’s report is attached.  A check for $225 was delivered by Richard Doster to Pediatric Brain Tumor 

Foundation, August’s MOM, but another donation was received later.  This month’s MOM is the Hunger Walk 

(virtual this year).  October’s is The Storehouse.  The Board made 2 donations this month, $400 for Jax Strong, 

3-year old with a brain tumor (son of Sheriff’s Dept. employee).  The second donation, $300, was issued to the 

family of Ryan Hendrix, Sheriff’s Deputy shot & killed in the line of duty.  Ladies’ Guild also issued $200 checks 

to each of those families.  We have received pens with a stylus on the end, which will be gifts to visitors.  On 

October 8, there will be a meal for the Firefighters. 

Revised cookbooks are available for $10 each; turn in the copies you’ve purchased. 

Diane Sanborn was absent; there was no report. 



Wendy Maloney was absent, but had a report (attached), that Steve read.  Current enrollment is at 58.  Some 

whose parents paid to hold spots are returning.  Today, Prevent Blindness did vision screenings on the children, 

and the State came for an inspection!  No findings, but the final report will be available in a few weeks.  Staff 

continues to pull double duty, with low staff numbers.  Katherine has cooked all meals recently, and is using 

produce from the garden (a wide array of fresh vegetables).  Today, Governor Cooper announced that 

elementary schools are to move to Plan A (in person, full time), if districts agree.  Henderson County announced 

that K-2 will be allowed in person 5 days a week and all others on an A/B Plan B schedule.  (More teachers will 

return to work, with their children coming here.). In honor of Deputy Ryan Hendrix, all students will wear 

badges tomorrow. 

Wendy Maloney’s report also said that the Christmas program will be virtual, due to COVID-19. 

Debby was absent, & had no report, due to the COVID-19 having prevented any gatherings. 

Vickie Amato’s report (attached) stated that Pastor has changed light bulbs and has braced the choir loft to 

hold the new piano.  Wallpaper corner guards have been installed in both restrooms.  She has received 

suggestions about upholstering cushions in the Narthex.  Boards and Committees have been asked to inventory 

items under their purview.  Inquiry has begun about floor tiles for the kitchen. 

Paul has spoken with Herb, & said that Herb will contact him about which side the doors open from. 

Pastor installed the proper dimmer switches for out front, per Steve.  Steve would like to wire in a more 

permanent system for recording Church Services.  He will be investigating costs, etc. 

Homero had an oral report.  He said that our sign installer was gone for 2 weeks, but should be back.  Homero 

has seen the sign at the contractor’s place of business, & will get in touch when the rain stops.  It can’t be 

installed when the ground is wet. 

Wendy White had an oral report.  She stated that there are letters from most of the children who were 

sponsored for scholarships.   

Paul spoke about needing to speak with contractors about the countertops & installation.  He needs to 

investigate more.  He has taken photographs of the countertops. 

Sylvia said that they’re waiting for dry weather to install the motion lights/sensors in the Memorial Garden.  We 

had a tremendous amount of rain from Hurricane Sally. 

Pastor stated that according to the laws of the Southeastern District, we cannot have in-person Voters’ 

meetings.  Steve suggested that we drive into the parking lot for the meeting & hold the meeting via cellphone. 

Motion #2: 

Sylvia Gonzalez made a motion to have the annual meeting between Services on November 15.  Steve 

suggested having those in charge be in the parking lot.  Motion, seconded by Leah Ryel, was passed. 

Pastor had some further information regarding using FM radio transmission frequency.  Steve will investigate 

that. 

Sylvia said that she & Robert will have the financial reports ready for the November Church Council meeting, 

which we agreed to move to November 12 at 7 p.m., a week before the scheduled (11/19) date. 

Paul was reminded that a Nominating Committee needs to be appointed before the October meeting. 



The next scheduled meeting will be held October 15.  Steve expects that it will be held via Telephone 

Conference.  Paul will offer devotions. 

At 8:28 p.m., Paul closed the meeting with The Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Leah Ryel 

 

Where’s Your Mom and Dad? 

Many years ago, I led a prayer workshop for my LWML Zone in Maryland.  One of the things I talked about 

was thinking about using J-O-Y; Jesus, Others, You, when praying.  First, give thanks to and focus on Jesus; 

secondly, pray for others; and lastly, put forth your own needs in your prayer.  Ever since, I have loved the 

word “joy”. 

Joy can be hard to find, especially nowadays with the acrimonious political discourse in our country and 

the heartache caused by the pandemic.  Jesus assured us, however, that if we cling to Him that His joy will 

be in us, and our joy will be complete (John 15:11).  This is a deep-seated joy that cannot be taken from 

us, no matter what adversity we face. 

There are some earthly joys that we can seek.  In my case, I read to two of our Mt. Pisgah Preschool classes 

on a weekly basis.  I wear a face shield and we sit outside on the playground while I share favorite books 

with the children.  This is truly the highlight of my week as the children are thrilled when they see me and 

are totally absorbed in the books that I read.  As a children’s librarian by training, sharing books with 

children is truly what I love to do, so this activity fills me with joy. 

Recently, there was a book I shared that featured a little boy and his mom.  One of the little boys I was 

reading to wanted to know where the dad was.  Then he asked me, “Where’s your mom and dad?”  I was 

caught off-guard by this question and stumbled a little, finally admitting that my parents were dead.  He 

looked concerned until I assured him that they are in heaven.  “Yes, he said, “when we die, we go to 

heaven” and the smile returned to his face. 

My mom and dad are in heaven.  What joy there is to know that!  How blessed I feel that they raised me 

in the same faith.  One of my fondest memories of my father is a discussion I had with him not long before 

he died.  He talked about the simplicity of the Gospel and what a wonder that it was—just believe and 

Heaven is yours!  Joy again! 

I hope that you are able to find joy in the days ahead—joy in knowing your salvation is assured, joy in 

knowing that people of faith have brought you to this day, and joy in those things that God has given you 

to do. 

Philippians 4:8 was the Epistle reading a few weeks ago, and I was fortunate enough to be assigned it.  It 

really resonated with me: “Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, 

whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—

think about such things.”  These things will give us joy.  May God bless you as you find joy as you “think 

about such things”.  

--Kathy Kirchoefer 



The Mission Committee of Mt. Pisgah Lutheran Church 

There are 34 new 7th graders who would like to go to school and many more older students needing 

scholarships in Laotchikit, Haiti.  If you know anyone who is willing to sponsor a student, please 

ask for their support.  The cost for one student for one school year is $120.  This will pay for their 

tuition, books and uniforms.  To qualify for a scholarship and student must be an active member 

in the Lutheran Church, work hard in school to earn good grades, and stay sexually pure. 

From reading letters written by students currently in the scholarship program, higher education for 

these students is changing their lives.  Christian education gives them HOPE for a future. 

 
These are some of the “Thank You” letters from students that are sponsored in Haiti 

Student : Dessable Anise 

Grade : 3eme 

School : Bethel 

With God, with you, I will not be perished in my life. Thank you for the tuition of my school. 

You pay the school for me. Thank you. Thank you for all you do for me.  I am very happy. I 

have joy for you in my heart. 

I am a Lutheran Christian in the church of Laotchikit. I am a good student. I love Jesus. I am in a 

good school.  

Praise God. Alleluia. Amen.God bless you.Anise 

 

Student : Belony Louvensky 

Grade : Seconde (2nd) 

School : Bethel 

I am so honored to have this privilege to thank you today for the best gift you could offer to a 

youth in the life in Haiti: Scholarship. Many persons do not have possibility to go to school. Your 

gesture means a lot for me. I am happy to write you this morning. I thank God for sending us His 

Son Jesus-Christ. I thank you a lot for the scholarship. 

I would like to become doctor in my life. Impossible for my parents. But, possible for God.  

Belony 

 

 
This letter was received by Mt. Pisgah Lutheran Church and Eternal Shepherd Lutheran Church 

in Seneca, South Carolina.  Mt. Pisgah sponsors the salaries for the Lutheran School in 

Laotchikit, Haiti.  Eternal Shepherd sponsors the salaries for the Lutheran Schools in Pas Bon 

Bon and Rocky Road, Haiti.  This letter is from Pastor Walta. 



October 1st, 2020 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

This is to thank you for your past and continuing blessings and to give you an update about 

Laotchikit, Pas Bonbon and Rocky Road. 

About the churches, we can say that they are growing with more members in the area. In fact, we 

did not have worship services in the last months due to the Covid-19. Now, all the churches are 

opened in Haiti and we do not have many deaths from Covid-19 like other countries in the World. 

In fact, in my understanding, I think that they were many and many people who were sick in the 

country. They just feel a fever and took Tea. Everything became ok. They become strong. We are 

so blessed. Lord has mercy for this country. 

In September, all the school are opened in Haiti. We have a new class in Laotchikit: 9th grade. 

Praise the Lord. We have a new class in Pass Bonbon: 6th grade. Praise the Lord. The schools of 

Laotchikit and Pas Bonbon thank you so much for the payroll that they receive from you. They 

really appreciate the way that you bless them. The teachers who are parents can take care of their 

children and they can continue to go to the university. They are so interesting to continue to study 

and improve their experience.  

Our students are so smart in the schools. We teach them about God, ethics, morals and 

responsibility. The main problem in the education of my country is the fact that the students learn 

many things in the schools but do not learn what attitudes they must have when they will exercise 

their profession. Skills for the Haitians are knowledge and ability. I think that skills are certainly 

knowledge and ability, but you must add attitudes also. How to be with the knowledge when you 

are doing something. I rejoice that our schools can teach ethics to the students. Ethics will help 

them to build their future.  

About economy, last time, when the church and school in Pas Bonbon wanted to buy a chair or 

table, they had to ask me to buy it for them. Now, they say that they do not need that anymore 

because they have gardens. Gardens will generate money. The members of the church who planted 

will get money and will contribute together. What a blessing! We thank Brother Lars (Lars Helland 

from Eterna Shepherd Lutheran Church) for this initiative to provide them plants and seeds. We 

do not give them fish, but we show them how to fish. This is exactly what they need. 

Many girls in Laotchikit sew masks for the churches and schools. I paid them. Thank you for your 

help from Mt Pisgah! After, the girls buy fabric, sew masks, and sell them. Sister Nadine becomes 

a teacher. She is teaching the other girls how to sew masks. With 5 sewing machines, the situation 

of the girls has been changed. You have been directed by God to come with this sewing machine 

projects. We thank our Sisters Mikki Reinicker and Barbara Volk with all the members of the 

churches in North and South Carolina for these blessings. These sewing machines can generate 

money. Last time if I do not give people personally money, they would not have. Now, each one 

is doing business. They buy things in Hinche and sell them in Laotchikit. Next time, they will take 

things from their own gardens and will sell them at Hinche. We are working in the mentality of 



the people. The Gospel changes their heart and their attitudes. Therefore, this year they will 

contribute to the payroll of Laotchikit. (The members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 

Laotchikit will contribute to the payroll of the staff at the school.) 

Rocky Road for its part is praying for payroll. The seminarian Belizaire who is the Leader of the 

church and the school of Rocky Road cannot take care of himself. He would like to leave the 

church and go to work in the Dominican Republic. He is looking for a job at 150 USD. He is doing 

a very good job in Rocky Road. Please, he needs your prayer. 

We continue to send you letters about the scholarship of the students. The students really 

appreciate the scholarship that you give them. You are doing a very nice work for God. You are a 

blessing for them. As I told you, my wife received a scholarship when she was in school. Now, 

she becomes a teacher in the university of Haiti, and she continues to teach French in Quebec City, 

Canada. Now, she is helping 5 students in Central-Plateau by providing them with scholarships. 

Just to explain to you how you can make the difference in the life of this generation of students in 

the Central-Plateau. I believe that evangelizing and educating children are the keys of development 

of Haiti. I dream of a Central-Plateau where people can take care of themselves. God is good all 

the time. Nothing is impossible for Him. We are praying for 50 more scholarships for this coming 

year for our children who will be in 7th in Laotchikit. God will open doors.  

Our Seminary is doing very well. The teachers in the seminary regularly receive their fees as 

salary and the students regularly receive a meal. We have for this year 55 students in our Seminary 

in Laotchikit. Some students are in our churches in Port-au-Prince. All the leaders in our 10 

churches and schools in Central-Plateau are studying in our Seminary. God just came to choose 

one of them as Vicar of the church of Laotchikit. His name is Roles Francois. He becomes the new 

Leader of Laotchikit. He will be installed as Pastor after his studies in the seminary by Evangelical 

Lutheran Church of Haiti (ELCH). Vicar Roles is a kind person. He has a bachelor’s in education. 

He is one of the Responsible of the school in Laotchikit with Wilna. We are praying for his 

ministry. 

The other Seminarians continue to study. They will graduate in January 2022. You will be invited 

to this wonderful ceremony. 

The clinic in Laotchikit is doing very well. The Nurse Riboul thanks you for the medicine that 

you sent. Our children are healthy. They are strong. The nurse is doing a wonderful job. All the 

children in Laotchikit who are sick come to see the Nurse Riboul. Sometimes, he is home after 

work. We call him to come back because there is a child who is sick or has a problem. He is always 

free for his work in Laotchikit. 

Again, my Brothers and Sisters in Christ, no words to express you my gratitude and my 

thankfulness for all you are doing for us in Central-Plateau. You make the difference in the life of 

more than 2500 students. They have churches where the Gospel of Christ has been preached and 

the sacraments have been administrated. They receive a meal a day. They have good teachers. A 

nurse can take care of them. You are truly a blessing. 



Please stay safe during this pandemic. Make sure that God is in control. He will continue to take 

care of you.  

God is good all the time! 

Thank you for the past and continuing blessings. 

Much love from all of us in Laotchikit. 

In Christ, 

Walta 

 

 
 

 

Watch for November 20th Times-News winners….. 

 
Mt. Pisgah Lutheran Church and Preschool are in the top 3 choices.  Fabulous!! 

 



 
 

 
 

CHURCH FINANCES FOR 2020 

Income and Expense – Year to date as of October 31, 2020 

 

With only two more months in 2020, we find our offerings down significantly 

compared to prior years and compared to the 2020 budget.  We do have some 

emergency funds that we may need to draw upon if the offerings do not increase 

in November and December.  The Church exclusive of Preschool shows a negative 

net income of $3,954 and Preschool had a positive net income of $2,097 for the 

month of October.  We do have dedicated funds totaling $229,191.  The only 

pending project is the kitchen renovation.   

 

    Church Exclusive   

       Of Pre-school  Preschool 

Income      $220,871                       $415,117 

Expenses      $246,560   $427,888 

Net Income or Loss     ($ 25,689)            ($   9,059) 

 

 

 



NOVEMBER 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 

Women’s Bible 
Study 10 AM 

Prayer Shawl 
1PM 

Evening Bible 
Study 7:00 PM 

5 

 Quilter’s 
Ministry 

9 AM 

 

6 

Mission 
Board 1 PM 

7 

 

       
8 

Communion 8 AM 

Children Sunday 
School 9:15 AM 

Communion  

10:45 AM 

9 

Ladies Guild 
1 PM 

10 

Elder’s 
Meeting 7 PM 

11 

Women’s Bible 
Study 10 AM 

Evening Bible 
Study 7:00 PM 

12 

 

13 

 

14 

       
15 

Communion 8 AM  

Children Sunday 
School 9:15 AM 

Communion  

10:45 AM 

16 17 18 

Women’s Bible 
Study 10 AM 

Evening Bible 
Study 7:00 PM 

19  

Quilter’s 
Ministry 9 AM 

Council 
Meeting 7PM 

 

20 21 

       
22 

Communion 8 AM 

Children Sunday 
School 9:15 AM 

Communion  

10:45 AM 

23 

 

24 25 

Thanksgiving 
Eve Service 

 7 PM 

26 

Closed 
Thanksgiving 
Day 

27 28 

    

 

   
29 

Communion 8 AM 

Children Sunday 
School 9:15 AM 

Communion  

10:45 AM 

30      


