
  

The Liturgy of the Divine Service: The Invocation 

 

Have you ever wondered why we do what we do when we come together on a Sunday morning?  I hope 

so.  We may know the words and actions of our liturgy by heart and muscle memory, but our worship is 

not meant to be thoughtless rote and mindless actions.  In fact, even though the Divine Service has a 

liturgy (a Greek word meaning “work of the people”), it is not so much about us and what we do.  The 

Divine Service is actually God bestowing the gift of His grace upon us through Word and Sacrament and 

us responding in worship with thanksgiving and praise.  God acts; we respond, which is why our German 

forerunners referred to it as Gottesdienst or “God’s service” for in it God serves His people. 

It is my intent to use our newsletter to examine the different liturgical parts of the Divine Service that we 

may more fully understand and appreciate this gift that has been a part of the Church from its earliest 

days.  Just like the Divine Service itself, we start with the Invocation. 

The Divine Service has two parts: the Service of the Word and the Service of the Sacrament.  Contrary to 

what many people may think, the Service of the Word does not begin with the lighting of the candles or 

the prelude or the ringing of the bells or even the opening hymn.  These are all preparatory things as we 

ready ourselves for the Divine Service.  The Service of the Word truly begins as those gathered are 

reminded of God’s promise to always be with us.   

The Invocation harkens back to God’s promise to the Children of Israel: “I will take you to be my people, 

and I will be your God, and you shall know that I am the Lord your God, who has brought you out from 

under the burdens of the Egyptians” (Ex. 6:7).  But even more comforting, it is a reminder that God has 

placed His name upon us in Baptism.  We are His and He will remain with us.  “Jesus came and said to 

them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 

observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’” (Matt. 

28:18-20).  The Invocation is a reminder of God’s promise to hear and answer His children for the sake of 

Christ our Lord.  Therefore, God’s people invoke His triune name as their confident confession of His 

presence. 



Typically, the pastor speaks the trinitarian name and the people respond with the Amen, which means 

“this is most certainly true.”  If the pastor speaks the Invocation while facing the altar, he is joining the 

congregation in the confession of trinitarian name placed upon us in Baptism.  If the pastor faces the 

congregation during the Invocation, he is announcing the reality that Christ is present bodily among us.  

Either way, the promise God makes to us be with His people and hear His people is intended to leave no 

room for doubt that we are indeed God’s redeemed people and that He is with us to bless us with 

forgiveness, life, and salvation. 

God acts; we respond.  The congregation responds with the Amen, but they may also respond by making 

the sign of the cross upon themselves.  This was first made upon them in Holy Baptism as God declared 

them His redeemed people and sealed the promise with His own name.  The Invocation reminds us of 

God’s promise to be with His people, and we respond by faith.   

Church WILL open with 50 people 

restriction per service.  Call the church 

office 692-7027 to reserve a seat for the 

service you wish to attend. 

Service will be 8:00 AM and 10:45 AM 

with NO BIBLE STUDY OR SUNDAY 

SCHOOL. 

SUNDAY SERVICES 10:45 AM will 

broadcast live on the website and 

additionally posted later for viewing on 

the web page.  



 NO NEED TO MISS CHURCH SERVICES 
 

Information for accessing church service   

Online:  Video will be found on the home page at http://www.mtpisgahlutheran.com 

The service bulletin will also be available on the homepage. 

Phone:  Service will begin at 10:45 am, dial in direct with no access code to (508) 924-5662 or call toll-

free (844) 802-6666 and enter access code 889956 

Podcast:  Search for “Mt Pisgah Lutheran” in your mobile device podcast app. 

YouTube:  Recording link will be published on the home page once it is available. 

 

 

BIBLE STUDY Wednesday Evening 
Evening Bible Study will resume on Wednesday, at 7:00 PM.  We wanted to make this available to as many 

people as possible so we have elected not to use any programs that would require special computer 

equipment or subscribing to any online services.  Basically, it will be very similar to how people have been 

watching our Sunday Worship Services.   

On the first page of our website there will be a link to the Bible Study that you click on around 7:00 PM on 

Wednesdays, and it will take you to the Youtube video.  The difference between this and the Sunday 

videos is that this will be LIVE. 

You will be able to participate in the class by typing any questions or comments into the chat section of 

the screen.  You will also be able to read and write to others who are also participating. Each session will 

be recorded and posted for those who cannot get online while the class is being broadcast. 

As we start to restore some aspects of our regular worship life, please be patient with us.  We wish that 

we could fling wide the doors, but we must respect the precautions established for public well-being.   

As we are somewhat “exiled” from our normal lives, we will be studying the book of Daniel.  A study guide 

will be posted on the church website for download. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mtpisgahlutheran.com/


 

 
Surgeries and Illness 

  Nancy Bargar       Brian Keeney   Helen Hutson (Montgomery) 

    David Pellman      Mary Hill   Neil Motyka (Fry) 

     Marshall Hunt (Fry)    Joann Kapugi   Grant Germ (McLellan)    

  Maureen Duemig    Mike & Delilah (Perkins) Wiley Ilowit (Fry) 

 Harvey Nash       Charissa Oleskow (Bertram) Robert Hamilton, Jr.  

 Mary Coffman (Rev. Coffman)     Joyce Boss (Kruse)  Ben Kirchoefer   

 Carol Walters      John Frost    Ann Marshall (Mincer) 

 Nicholas Head (McAbee)  Agapia Dragan (Luecke) Jackie Fry   

 Ann Cheadle       Jan Nelson    

 Melanie and Son Caleb (Kaufman) 

 
              Homebound 

Ann Cheadle   Kathleen Fox   Joan Ginter  

 Millie Freese   Dorothy Lehman  Mike Lohr                      

Dianne Luecke   Jan Nelson   Dave & Lee Marquardt  

Glenn & Suzie Karnatz  Eleney Selius   Louise Bauer    

Warna Berryman  Judy Fuchs   Gerry Ormsby 
 

Other Prayers and Concerns 

Our Preschool Staff, Children & Families 

                    Evangelical Lutheran Church & School in Laotchikit, Haiti 

            

 
 

 Start Preparing for the Annual 

Rummage Sale        

 Saturday, July 11th 

8 am to 2 pm 

The Ladies Guild is preparing for the annual Rummage Sale. Start 

saving the items that you would like to donate while you are 

doing your spring cleaning this year! We have decided that we 

will take small pieces of furniture (please don’t bring large, 

heavy furniture!), but no clothing. You may start dropping off 

your items in the back of the Fellowship Hall. 

Prayers and Concerns  
 



Note: 
The next Ladies Guild meeting will be on September 14, 2020. 

Thanks,            

 Lydia and Jan 

 

 

COMMUNITY CONCERN OUTREACH OF THE MONTH 

 

In July of 2016 volunteers from Homes For Youth 

gathered together to renovate and furnish what is now a 

Licensed Foster Home serving teen girls referred by 

Henderson County DSS. In May of 2017 the home was 

opened and now welcomes up to five foster teens under 

the care of experienced foster parents. Homes for Youth's 

primary goal is to maintain the home for girls and support the foster parents 

overseeing it.  Our Foster Home allows girls to remain in their home schools and 

complete the school year successfully.   
Homes For Youth is working to spread the word about the ever-present need for foster 

parents.  We encourage the community to learn more about fostering a child.  We 

have hosted Information Events and would be delighted to host one for your church or 

group. Homes For Youth also provides needed items to the Foster Parent Supply 

Closet.  Large ticket items are frequently needed at a moment's notice when an 

emergency placement arises.  We are proud to have assisted in supplying cribs and car 

seats. 

 

7/01  Debby Zagone   7/11  Samantha Genaw 7/25  Glenn Karnatz 

7/03  Warna Berryman 7/15  Gracie Maloney  7/25  Alan Luecke 

7/05  Richard Doster  7/17  Robin Breier  7/26  Peyton Lumley 

7/06  Albert Bugner   7/19  Nathan Emerson 7/27  Helga Feige 

7/10  Judy Morin    7/20  Tom Berryman  7/29  Lynn Cuevas 

                7/31 Samson Middleton 

 



CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

Via Telephone Conference 

May 21, 2020 at 7 p.m. 

 

Paul Mincer opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m.  A quorum was declared.  Minutes of the April 2, 2020 meeting 

were approved with a correction by Sylvia Gonzalez.  In her report, it should state that:  “We are saving 

$200/month by dropping Morris Broadband.  The Ricoh invoice was reduced from $1700 to $255 per quarter, 

mainly due to printing the bulletins in black and white instead of color.” 

The Mission Statement was read by all. 

Council members present:  Paul Mincer, Steve Kirchoefer, Robert Hamrick, Homero & Sylvia Gonzalez, Vickie 

Amato, Jan Tharp, Diane Sanborn Debby Zagone, and Leah Ryel 

Others present:  Pastor Jon Christensen 

Absent:  Wendy Maloney, Wendy White, Rudy Eidam 

 

Jan offered the devotion. 

 

Mt. Pisgah's Vision Statement was read by all. 

 

Robert Hamrick & Sylvia Gonzalez’ Balance Sheet by Account from Jan. 1, 2020 to April 30, 2020 is 

attached.  Sylvia explained that document.  She & Robert explained the May Financial News (also attached): 

Updated Fire Alarm Panel, Budget billing at Dominion Energy, CD matured this month, Update on PPP Loan, & 

Sam’s - Payment Online.  Robert proposed purchasing two $30,000 and two $40,000 C.D.’s from LCEF, paying 

an interest rate of 2.524% for a two-year term.  If we have a need for the funds before that time, we will only 

need to cash in one of the CD’s, so will only pay the penalty for that one, not all 4. 

 

Motion #1: 

Robert Hamrick made a motion that Leah Ryel seconded, & the Council approved: 

That we invest in two $30,000 and two $40,000 C.D.’s that will mature in two years. 

Pastor gave an oral report.  Phase 2 of reopening will begin on Friday.  We can fit 50 people in the sanctuary 

for each Service.  We are working on how to clean the sanctuary between Services, by possibly using a Lysol 

spray, when we re-open.  We will continue with recorded Services only, until possibly a week from 

Sunday.  Some people have asked about a drive-through Service, but what we are doing with recording Services 

is better than having a drive-through Service. 

 

Bob Morin had no report for the Elders.   

Jan had a written report (attached).  She discussed the various ideas for something to give to visitors to Mt. 

Pisgah. The 23 Bibles that were purchased with Sunday School funds were approved as a gift by Linda Licht.  Jan 

said that Sylvia had come up with an acronym for the funds from our offering envelopes that are given to 

Outreach and Community Concerns.  It is C.C.M.M.:  Community Concerns Mission Money. 

Diane had no report. 

Debby Zagone had no report, since the Church has been in lockdown, and we have been unable to gather for 

Services, let alone for meals. 



Vickie Amato had no report.  Paul stated that he & Pastor & Bill Kruse have been measuring the kitchen, so 

that Herb Spies can build the cabinets. 

Homero Gonzalez presented his report (attached).  The person who will do the base for the sign is the one from 

the Coast.  The rock mason won’t be sturdy enough, so we will have to change to a more sturdy (concrete) 

base.  The report mentioned proposed changes to the Memorial Garden’s trees, and the fact that there is a 

problem with water gathering in the front of the memorial garden.  Pastor Jon said that there were 2 syringes 

found in the Memorial Garden, which is why we are working on the fence to extend around the Memorial 

Garden.  Rudy Eidam was to speak with the Hendersonville Police Department about that. 

Paul mentioned that Katherine & her staff have done a phenomenal job of cleaning up, painting, and floor 

stripping in that end of the Church & Preschool, including polishing the Altar silver.  Leah will send a thank-you 

note to Katherine Montgomery & her staff. 

 Wendy Maloney was absent, as was Wendy White.  Their were no reports from them. 

 

Old Business: 

1.  Kitchen Renovation.  Previously addressed. 

 

2.  The new signage had been discussed in Homero’s report. 

 

3.  The fence was discussed in Homero’s report. 

 

4.  We are getting a quote for the cost of tree removal, per Homero.   

New Business: 

1. The fellowship Hall floor has been stripped, and looks beautiful. 

 

Devotions for next meeting: Diane.  The meeting will be held on June 18 at 7 p.m.  Whether it will be via 

telephone conference or in person will depend on the COVID-19 restrictions. 

At 7:45 p.m., Paul closed the meeting with the Lord’s Prayer, which was said by all. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Leah Ryel 

*note: no actual reports have been attached to this printing of the council minutes 

 

June 10th, 2020 

 

Dear brothers and Sisters in Christ in Mt Pisgah, 

I am so glad to write you today. I pray that all is well this, no matter how things are turning around 

in this sinful world, and in Haiti. Words are not sufficient to express you my gratitude and 



thankfulness for all you are doing for us in Haiti. Even in the midst of suffering and else, we 

continue to trust our God and believe in His promises.  We continue to say: God is good all the 

time! 

I am glad to learn that you are safe in USA. Praise God. We thank God for all He is doing for us. 

I imagine that you miss the fellowship of being with everyone. That will be changed soon in the 

Name of Jesus. We will have worship service in presential in Haiti probably on July. 

 

Covid-19 in Haiti 

About the situation of Haiti, we can say the number of people testing positive for the Covid-19 

continue to grow up. More than 3,662 with 56 people dying, in the space of less than three weeks. 

With just two laboratories in Haiti able to process COVID-19 tests, the number of recorded cases 

is far lower than what is likely to be the actual number. Also, many people are headache, have 

fever and many symptoms of Covid-19, they are afraid and shame to go to hospital.  

Port-au-Prince has four million people. PAP is the epicenter of the outbreak in Haiti, with nearly 

75 per cent of the total cases reported and 60 per cent of the recorded deaths. Experts say that Haiti 

will have more than 3 000 000 cases and many thousands of deaths. People are dying home, sick 

and hungry. Many problems.  In Central-Plateau, officially, we have 107 cases in Central-Plateau, 

but some people also not declared are dying home. But we keep the Faith. We know that God is 

good all the time. We continue to educate our brothers and sisters about social distance, washing 

hands… 

I think that for now, no Covid-19 in Laotchikit. But we have some leaders and members saying 

that they get cold, fever and other symptoms like Covid-19. But, no test. I think that it could be 

Covid-19. In Haiti, we have some Pastors also who had this kind of fever, cold and other symptom. 

So, they take tea home and traditional medicine, they are well. 

 

Hygiene Kit and masks 

We arrive to distribute hygiene kit in Pas-Bonbon and Rocky Road for 50 families and more than 

700 masks in Laotchikit, Savann Platt, Thomonde and Savane Haleine and Rocher. The girls of 

Laotchikit sew the masks. As you know that they have been trained by our Sisters Mikkie and 

Barbara. They were doing a very wonderful job with the girls. We really appreciate the way that 

they blessed us in Laotchikit. 

 

Feeding program 

We thank you and Trinity Hope for their blessings. People in Central-Plateau did not have anything 

to eat. Praise God, they receive food from Feeding Program. As you know that, the situation of 

Haiti become worst. No Hope for people who do not have Christ. In fact, seven years ago, you 

needed around 40 gourdes (Haitian money) for 1 US dollars. Today we need 110 gourdes for 1 US 

dollars. We have extreme poverty in Haiti. When an institution like Trinity Hope is blessing us, 

we really appreciate that. Trinity Hope is saving life in Central-Plateau. You are doing a very good 

Job. You are saving life by feeding and educating. By feeding and educating, you are evangelizing, 

and more people receive Christ.  Even though we cannot give you in back the reciprocity, make 

sure that your reward is coming from Christ. 

 



 

School in Haiti 

We will have school opened in Haiti on August. The students, the teachers, the principals thank 

you for the payroll. They really appreciate. We thank all of you for your past and continuing 

blessings. May God will continue to bless you! 

 

Children in the shelter 

Our children in Laotchikit are safe. Six girls and 2 boys stay in the Shelter. The others are with 

some parents and grandparents who are afraid of the covid-19. Wilna continues to help them. 

We really appreciate what you are doing for us in Haiti. In the name of the members of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Laotchikit and in my own, I thank you so much for all you. 

God will continue to bless you! He will continue to bless the Central-Plateau. 

The peace of God which passes all understanding will keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  

 

Amen. 

In Christ, 

Your Brother Walta 

 

Please keep Pastor Walta’s wife, Dafne in your prayers.  Her father was called home to heaven 

last week.  He suffered from heart disease.  This is especially hard for Dafne because her mother 

was called home recently as well.  Because of the pandemic, Dafne was unable to return to Haiti 

to attend the funeral service.  You will recall that Dafne lives in Canada with their son Brian. 

  

 

Another one of our missionaries, Rev. Delwyn Campbell, is working in intercity Gary, 

Indiana.  Please raise Rev. Campbell up in prayer as I am sure his work involves issues with 

racial justice.  Pray for Rev. Campbell to be a wise counselor as we continue praying for peace 

and healing in our nation.  You may send Rev. Campbell a card to this address: 

 

 

Rev. Delwyn Campbell 

2152 W 14th Avenue 

Gary, IN, 46404-2319 

EMAIL - delwyn.campbell@lcms.org 

 

 

 

mailto:delwyn.campbell@lcms.org


Meet YOUR Missionaries 
Mt. Pisgah Lutheran Church sponsors four missionaries with a $500 donation each 

quarter.  These couples are working in the mission field around the world.  Believe 

it or not, the mission field includes working in inter-cities in the United States.   One  

of these mission fields is Gary, Indiana.  

On a rainy evening in June I had the privilege to 

speak with Pastor Del Campbell about the mission 

work his family does in Gary, Indiana.  Pastor 

Campbell tells us the mission field in Gary has great 

potential because this once wealthy city has fallen 

into economic ruin.  His family is placed in the 

middle of the community and they are reaching out 

to all people, especially non-Lutherans, because 

Pastor Campbell says people need to hear that God’s power is not of FORCE but of 

grace and mercy.  Pastor Campbell believes before economic revival through 

business growth can occur, there must be a social revival of the people in the 

community and it is Pastor Campbell’s mission to teach people about the grace and 

mercy of Christ.  He says the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod has many resources 

which other churches in the area do not have by being associated with a synodical 

body.  Pastor Campbell preaches at any church where he is invited to speak.  Pastor 

Campbell says believers in Gary are looking for God’s power to make Gary an 

economically wealthy city again but this is false doctrine because God’s power is 

not in economic wealth but in His grace and mercies which are new every day.  His 

message is the Gospel for Christ with the free gifts of forgiveness, grace and mercy.  

This is the power of God from Pastor Campbell’s 

point of view and it is the message he shares.  

 

 

 

 



Pastor Campbell, his wife Lenita and their three 

children ages 19, 7 and 4 live in intercity Gary, 

IN.  The children are 

home-schooled and 

their family serves 

St. John Lutheran 

Church.  This is a 

congregation which 

was combined from 

the remnants of 

several LCMS churches which were declining in the 

area.   

Pastor Campbell reminds us that Lutherans have always valued the beauty of the 

earth.  His wife Lenita is an avid gardener and one of her mission fields is reaching 

out to families in the intercity through community gardens.  She runs a summer 

camp for kids centered around gardening.  Lenita connects and witnesses to groups 

of home-schooling moms through the community garden program. 

Pastor Campbell believes the local church cannot 

flourish without older praying women lifting up the 

needs of the church to the Lord.   Will you raise this 

ministry up in your personal prayers?  Here are the 

specific issues Pastor Campbell mentions in his prayer 

requests. 

 

 

Prayer Requests: 

Pray people in Gary, IN will think and operate in God’s mercy and grace. 

Pray people and pastors of other denominations in the area will think confessionally. 

Pray for their family and three children. 

Pray for additional funding for their mission which is short $40,000 this year. 

 

 



Ann Cheadle is now at: The Landings of Mills River, 4143 Haywood Road, Room 

213, Mills River, North Carolina 28759.  Her phone number is 828-676-5614.  This 

is to be her permanent address. She is getting settled and very much looking 

forward to phone calls from friends. 

 

Community Concerns Outreach 

      “THANK YOU” meal 
 

Thank you to everyone who helped to prepare, 

greet, serve and clean up with the “Thank You 

Hendersonville Police” meal.  They truly 

appreciated the recognition and food.  There are 

5 teams and 3 shifts that received a meal. 

 

      

 

Every quarter of our church year, Mt. Pisgah designates ten percent of our total 

offerings to be used for mission work.  The majority goes toward funding 

missionaries and the work of the Church throughout the world, but a percentage 



of the money is reserved for local missions and outreach within our 

community.  The funding for a meal to encourage and thank our police department 

came out of those funds.  Thank you for your faithful offerings that allow Mt. Pisgah 

to serve God and our neighbor at home and abroad. 

                                 

 

 

 

HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY 

703 Carolina Village Road #142 
Hendersonville, NC  28792 
 

 

 

 

 

HAVE YOUR HEARD OUR PIANOS LATELY? 

 

They have worn out and tuning them is not worth the expense. 

 
Funds were donated in anticipation of replacing the current pianos. 

The pianos have been tuned so many times that they are worn out, as reported by Robert 

Hamrick. 

Robert has done a lot of research to replace both the choir piano and the piano in the sanctuary. 

 

Funds were donated and designated for the replacement of the choir piano, which was a cost of 

$3,400. 

The piano in the sanctuary will cost $23,500.   

As of this month $21,321 has been collected and designated for the replacement piano.  

That means there is a need of $2,178 to complete the cost of replacing the sanctuary piano. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



OUR ALTAR GUILD NEEDS YOUR HELP 

Communion is a joyous celebration and spiritual renewal with our Lord and 

Savior. 

The members of the Altar Guild are in need of your help to prepare each week for 

communion and remove/cleanup after service.  This does not take an enormous 

amount of time, and is a vital part of our worship service. 

 

This is a great way for MEN AND WOMEN/HUSBANDS AND WIVES to serve the 

Lord together. 

Speak to Adell Keeney or call her 891-9286 

 

 

 

Large Print Bibles—We have several copies of the English Standard 

Version Bible for anyone who would like to purchase one.  The cost is 

$15.00 per book.  Also, we have New Testament on cd called “ You’ve Got 

the Time” for Free, next to the Portals of Prayer in the narthex. 

 
 
July-Sept Portals of Prayer are in the narthex—drive by to pick one up or 
call church office to have mailed to you. 
 

 
 

NOTE: For social distancing—ALL GROUPS MUST MEET IN THE 

FELLOWSHIP HALL 

 

 

 



JULY 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 1Women’s Bible 
Study 10 AM 

Mission Board 

11 AM 

Prayer Shawl  

1 PM 

Evening Bible 
Study 7:00 PM 

2 

Quilter’s Ministry 

9 AM 

3 

Preschool 
Closed 

4 

 

       
5 

Communion 8 AM 

Communion 10:45 AM 

 

6 

Preschool closed 

7 

 

8 

 Women’s Bible 
Study 10 AM 

Evening Bible 
Study 7:00 PM 

9 

 

10 

 

11 

Yard Sale   

8am-2pm 

       
12 

Worship 8 AM 

Worship 10:45 AM 

 

13 14 

Elder’s Meeting 
7 PM 

15  

Women’s Bible 
Study 10 AM 

Evening Bible 
Study 7:00 PM 

16 

Quilter’s Ministry 

9 AM 

Council Meeting  

7 PM 

17 18 

       
19 

Communion 8 AM 

Communion 10:45 AM 

 

20 

 

21 22 

Women’s Bible 
Study 10 AM 

Evening Bible 
Study 7:00 PM 

23 24 25 

    

 

   
26 

Worship 8 AM 

Worship 10:45 AM 

27 28 29 Women’s 
Bible Study 10 
AM 

Evening Bible 
Study 7:00 PM 

30 31  

       

 


