Advent Midweek One
Hope—The Lord Is With You
November 30, 2016
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Hope in the Storms of Life: The Lord Is With You, (Luke 1: 28)
He will Never Leave You, (Hebrews 13:5)
Hymn: Amazing Grace LSB 744

Invocation
P In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
C Amen

Versicles (Advent)
P The Spirit and the Church cry out:
C Come, Lord Jesus.

P All those who await His appearance pray:
C Come, Lord Jesus.

P The whole creation pleads:
C Come, Lord Jesus.

Thanksgiving for Light
P We praise and thank You, O God, for You are without beginning and without end.
Through Christ You are the creator and preserver of the whole world; but above all,
You are His God and Father, the giver of the Spirit, and the ruler of all that is, seen
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and unseen. You made the day for the works of light and the night for the refreshment of our weakness. O loving Lord and source of all that is good, mercifully
accept our evening sacrifice of praise. As You have conducted us through the day
and brought us to night's beginning, keep us now in Christ; grant us a peaceful
evening and a night free from sin; and at the end bring us to everlasting life
through Christ, our Lord; through Him be glory, honor, and power to You in the
Holy Spirit now and always and forever and ever.
C Amen.
Psalm 141—Read Responsively
P Let my prayer rise before You as incense,
the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.
C O Lord, I call to You; come to me quickly;
hear my voice when I cry to You.
P Let my prayer rise before You as incense,
the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.
C Set a watch before my mouth, O Lord,
and guard the door of my lips.
P Let not my heart incline to any evil thing;
let me not be occupied in wickedness with evildoers.
C But my eyes are turned to You, O God;
in You I take refuge.
P Strip me not of my life.
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the

beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P Let my prayer rise before You as incense, the lifting up of my hands as the evening
sacrifice.

Office Hymn: Be Still, My Soul LSB 752
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The Gospel According to Luke the 1st Chapter:
Dedication to Theophilus

1

Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the things that have been

accomplished among us, 2 just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and
ministers of the word have delivered them to us, 3 it seemed good to me also, having followed all things closely for some time past, to write an orderly account for you, most
excellent Theophilus, 4 that you may have certainty concerning the things you have been
taught.
Birth of John the Baptist Foretold
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In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, of the division of Abijah. And he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6 And they were both righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments and statutes of the Lord. 7 But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were advanced in years.
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Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was on duty,
according to the custom of the priesthood, he was chosen by lot to enter the temple of
the Lord and burn incense. 10 And the whole multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour of incense. 11 And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on
the right side of the altar of incense. 12 And Zechariah was troubled when he saw him,
and fear fell upon him. 13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for
your prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall
call his name John. 14 And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his
birth, 15 for he will be great before the Lord. And he must not drink wine or strong drink,
and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb. 16 And he will
turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God, 17 and he will go before him in
the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a people prepared.”
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18

And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and
my wife is advanced in years.” 19 And the angel answered him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in
the presence of God, and I was sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news.
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And behold, you will be silent and unable to speak until the day that these things take
place, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time.”
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And the people were waiting for Zechariah, and they were wondering at his delay in
the temple. 22 And when he came out, he was unable to speak to them, and they realized
that he had seen a vision in the temple. And he kept making signs to them and remained
mute. 23 And when his time of service was ended, he went to his home.
24

After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she kept herself
hidden, saying, 25 “Thus the Lord has done for me in the days when he looked on me, to
take away my reproach among people.”

Final Reading Response
P In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

Sermon Hymn: On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry LSB 344
Sermon Text: Luke 1:1-25
Sermon Theme: Hope—The Lord Is With You
Offerings: We will receive the Offerings and Tithes of God’s People For the Work of
the Ministry.

Litany
P In peace let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
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P For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to
the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For Matthew Harrison our synodical President and for Scott Sailer our District President, for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let
us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For President Obama and for our new president elect Trump and for all public servants, for the government and those who protect us, that they may be upheld and
strengthened and that they uphold constitutional authority, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every
place, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those
who toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord
great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful
times, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
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P For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the
Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For . . . let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
The prayers then continue:
P For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to
the Lord:
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Silence for individual prayer may follow.
P Rejoicing in the fellowship of the saints, let us commend ourselves, one another,
and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:
C To You, O Lord.
Lord's Prayer
P Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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Benedicamus
P Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Benediction
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless
and preserve you.
C Amen.

Closing Hymn: Savior of the Nations Come LSB 332 vs 1-2

Next Week: Wednesday, December 7th—Sermon Theme-Peace: Have No Fear
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