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A Word on Creed’s 

 

• A Early Church 
CREED  

• "One God, one faith, 
one baptism for the 
remission of 
sins"  (from this 
ostracon) 

• See Eph. 4:5 



Creeds 

• This creed has been an integral part of 
Christian liturgy since the sixth 
century. It is clear from the 
handwriting on these ostraca that the 
writer had copied the text numerous 
times: the script is flowing, the hand 
skilled and sure, there are no errors, 
and the distribution of the text over the 
available space is well planned.    
 
 

 



 

• A creed is a statement of what 
we believe, teach, and confess. 

•  275 Rom. 10:10 It is with 
your heart that you believe and 
are justified, and it is with your 
mouth that you confess and 
are saved. 

• [1] 
•  

[1]Luther, Martin, Luther’s Small Catechism with Explanation, (Saint 
Louis, MO: Concordia Publishing House) 1998 c1986. 

86. What is a creed? 
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Creeds 

•  
The two ostraca (singular: ostracon - a pottery shard 
inscribed in ink) shown above here date from the sixth 
to seventh century A.D. and are inscribed with the 
official, original, and complete text of the Christian 
creed, as established by the first councils of the 
Christian church. The monks wrote the text of the creed 
on ostraca - the cheapest and most easily available 
writing material of its day - and distributed "copies" to  
converts to Christianity as a learning tool, since a 
knowledge of the creed was essential preparation for 
baptism and the absolution of their sins.  



The Apostles Creed 

 

( 125 A.D. ) 
• The text of the Apostles’ Creed as we now have 

it dates from the eighth century. However, it is a 
revision of the so-called Old Roman Creed, 
which had currency in the West by the third 
century. Behind the Old Roman Creed, in turn, 
were various creedal formulations which betray 
their relationship to root forms encountered in 
the New Testament itself. While the Apostles’ 
Creed as we now have it does not come from 
the apostles, its roots are apostolic. Tappert, T. G. 2000, 
c1959. The book of concord : The confessions of the evangelical Lutheran church. 
Fortress Press: Philadelphia 



Creation 

 

1st Article 

 
I believe in God,  

the Father Almighty,  

Maker of heaven  

and earth.[1] 
 

[1]Luther, Martin, 

Luther’s Small Catechism 

 with Explanation,  

(Saint Louis, MO:  

Concordia Publishing House) 

 1998 c1986. 

Apostles Creed 



Redemption 
2nd Article 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the Virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died and was buried. 

 He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again 

 from the dead. He ascended  into heaven and sits at 

 the right hand of God,  the Father Almighty. 

 From thence He will  come to judge the living  

and the dead.[1] 

 
[1]Luther, Martin, Luther’s Small Catechism with Explanation, (Saint Louis, MO: Concordia Publishing House) 1998 c1986. 

 

 

Apostles Creed 



Sanctification 

 

3rd Article 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy Christian church, 

 the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen.[1] 

 
[1]Luther, Martin, Luther’s Small Catechism with Explanation, (Saint Louis, MO: Concordia Publishing House) 1998 c1986. 

Apostles Creed 



• Niceane Creed 

• 350 A.D. 

A greater variety of creedal formulations appeared in the East 

then in the West. When the Council of Nicaea (A.D. 325) 

rejected the teaching of Arius, it expressed its position by 

adopting one of the current Eastern symbols and inserting into 

it some anti-Arian phrases. At the Council of Constantinople 

(381) some minor changes were made in this Nicene Creed, 

as we still call it, and it was reaffirmed at the Council of 

Chalcedon (451). In the ninth century the filioque (“and the 

Son,” in the third article) was first inserted in the West, and it 

became a bone of contention between East and West 

especially in the eleventh century. Tappert, T. G. 2000, c1959. The book of 

concord : The confessions of the evangelical Lutheran church. Fortress Press: Philadelphia 



Athanasian Creed 

450 A. D. 

• Written primarily in a 

response to Arianism.  

•Arians believed in a single supreme God who 
made contact with the world through lower 
creatures such as the Son and the Spirit. The 
Son was a suffering divine hero who was to be 
worshiped, very much like the hero gods of the 
Greeks.  
 



On  Arians 

• Since that view was so similar to 

paganism, Arianism made the 

monotheism of Christianity 

acceptable to many who were 

adopting the religion of the emperor. 

Athanasius recognized the danger 

and frequently called the Arians 

heathens. Douglas, J., Comfort, P. W., & Mitchell, D. 

1992. Who's who in Christian history. Illustrated lining papers. 

Tyndale House: Wheaton, IL 



God the Son

  

• His Three-fold Office 



For what purpose was 

Jesus anointed? 

 
• Prophet 

• High Priest 
• King 



• A good way to 

answer this is to 

ask, “What does 

a prophet do?” 

How has Christ 

carried out His 

office as 

Prophet? 

Preach, proclaim God’s Word. 



How has 

Christ carried 

out His office 

of Preaching? 



By word and deed, 

Jesus revealed Himself as 

the Son of God. 

• “Jesus went throughout Galilee, 

teaching in their synagogues, 

preaching the good news of the 

kingdom” (Mt 4:23). 



Jesus continues to act as Prophet 

through the preaching of His Word and 

the administration of His Sacraments. 

“He who listens to you listens to Me; he who 

rejects you rejects Me; but he who rejects 

Me rejects Him who sent Me.” 

(Lk 10:16). 



• Once again, what 

did the High Priest 

do? 

How has 

Christ carried 

out His office 

as High 

Priest? 



• Offer sacrifices for sin. 
Offer prayers for the people. 



How has 

Christ 

carried out 

His office as 

High Priest? 



• Offered Himself as a 

sacrifice for sin. 
Intercedes in heaven for His people. 

“Such a high priest meets our need–One who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart 

from sinners, exalted above the heavens. Unlike the other high priests, He does 

not need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for the 

sins of the people. He sacrificed for their sins once for all when He offered 

Himself” 

(Heb. 7:26–27). 



• As King, Christ 

rules over a 

• three-fold 

kingdom: 

How does Christ 

carry out His 

office as King? 



The Kingdom of Power 

By which He rules 

over all creation. 

“All authority in heaven and on earth 

has been given to Me” (Mt 28:18). 



The Kingdom of 

Grace 

In which He governs and 

protects His Church on 

earth, and through which He 

leads its members to... 

“He has rescued us from the dominion of darkness 

and brought us into the kingdom of the Son He loves, 

in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins” (Col. 1:13–14). 



The Kingdom 

of Glory 

Which is the Church in 

heaven. 

“The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack 

and will bring me safely to His heavenly kingdom” (2 Tim. 4:18). 



How do you receive 

all the benefits of 

Christ’s redemptive 

work? 

I receive the benefits of 

Christ’s redemptive work 

when the Holy Spirit 

creates in my heart a 

living faith in Christ as my 

Savior. 



Heaven 

Conceived 

Born 

Suffered 

Crucified 

Dead 

Buried 

Descended 

Rose 

Sitteth 

Judge 

Ascended 







Heaven 

Conceived 

Born 

Suffered 

Crucified 
Dead 

Buried 

Descended 
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Ascended 





Heaven 

Conceived 

Born 

Suffered 

Crucified 
Dead 

Buried 

Descended 

Rose 

Sits 

Judge 

Ascended 





Heaven 

Conceived 

Born 

Suffered 

Crucified 

Dead 
Buried 

Descended 

Rose 

Sits  

Judge 

Ascended 





What is the 

humiliation 

of Jesus? 

When Jesus did not 

make full use of His 

divine powers. 



What is the 

exaltation 

of Jesus? 

When Jesus does 

make full use of His 

divine powers. 



Heaven 

Conceived 

Born 

Suffered 

Crucified 

Dead 

Buried 

Descended 

Rose 

Sits 

Judge 

Ascended 



I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord;  

Who…descended into hell; 

the third day He rose again from the dead; 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand 

of God the Father almighty; 

from there He shall come to judge 

the living and the dead. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord;  

Who…descended into hell; 

the third day He rose again from the dead; 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand 

of God the Father almighty; 

from there He shall come to judge 

the living and the dead. 



Why is 

“He descended into 

hell” 

part of the exaltation? 



Why does Jesus 

descend into hell”? 

Jesus descends into 

hell not to suffer, but 

to proclaim His 

victory over death 

and the devil. 

“Christ…was put to death 

in the flesh but made 

alive in spirit, in which He 

also went and preached 

to the spirits kept in 

prison” 

(1 Peter 3:18-19). 



Why did tanks go into 

downtown Baghdad 

right after the war? 

To show we had won. 



In the same way, Jesus 

descends into hell to 

proclaim His victory; to 

show that in the war 

against death and the 

devil, He had won. 

“Having disarmed the 

powers and authorities, 

He made a public 

spectacle of them, 

triumphing over them by 

the cross” (Col. 2:15). 



Heaven 

Conceived 

Born 

Suffered 

Crucified 

Dead 

Buried 

Descended 
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Ascended 



What does the Bible teach 

about Jesus’ Resurrection? 



• Jesus rose from 

the dead 

• With His body 

• That many 

people saw Him 

alive 

The Bible teaches: 



The Resurrection of 

Jesus is important 

because it proves: 

Jesus is the Son of 

God 

(People can’t raise 

themselves from the 

dead) 

“[He] through the Spirit of 

holiness was declared with 

power to be the Son of God by 

His resurrection from the dead: 

Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 

1:4). 



The Resurrection of 

Jesus is important 

because it proves: 

Jesus made full 

satisfaction 

(full payment) 

for all my sins. 

(Because it has been paid, 

God cancels the debt of 

sin). 

“He was delivered over to 

death for our sins and was 

raised to life for our 

justification” (Rom. 4:25). 



The Resurrection of 

Jesus is important 

because it proves: 

I can forsake sin, and that 

I live a new life 

(Because in our Baptism we die to 

sin, and are raised to new life. 

Baptism connects us to Jesus’ 

death and resurrection.) 

“We were therefore buried with Him 

through Baptism into death, in order 

that, just as Christ was raised from the 

dead through the glory of the Father, 

we too may live a new life” (Rom. 6:4) 



Heaven 

Conceived 

Born 

Suffered 

Crucified 

Dead 

Buried 

Descended 

Rose 

Sits 

Judge 

Ascended 



Forty days after His 

resurrection, Jesus left 

the earth with His visible 

presence and went to 

His Father to prepare a 

place for us in heaven. 

We call this 

The Ascension of Jesus. 



The Ascension is 

important because 

it reminds us: 

• Our true home is not 

on earth, but in 

heaven 

• Jesus now rules all 

things both as God 

and Man, and thus 

rules all things for our 

benefit. 



Heaven 

Conceived 

Born 

Suffered 

Crucified 

Dead 

Buried 

Descended 

Rose 

Sits 

Judge 

Ascended 





Heaven 

Conceived 

Born 

Suffered 

Crucified 

Dead 

Buried 

Descended 

Rose 

Sits 

Judge 

Ascended 





As Christians we don’t 

need to fear Jesus 

coming to “judge the 

living and the dead.” 

We know what a 

Judge does. 



What does a 

judge do? 



Juries determine guilt or 

innocence. 



What does a 

judge do? 

The judge passes sentence. 



When Jesus comes as Judge, 

He will pronounce sentence 

on us: 









Not Guilty. 



Faith in Jesus means we can only be 

as guilty as Jesus is, and 

“There is now no condemnation 

for those who are in Christ Jesus” 

(Rom.  8:1) 



This is why as 

Christians we don’t 

need to fear Jesus 

coming to “judge the 

living and the dead.” 

We know what a 

Judge does. 



What does the Bible 

teach about Jesus’ 

second coming? 



What does the Bible teach 

about Jesus’ second coming? 

Jesus returns visibly, 

in glory 

Jesus judges the living 

& the dead 

Believers are taken 

to heaven 

Unbelievers are 

condemned to hell 

End of the world 



What does the Bible not 

teach about Jesus’ second 

coming? 

“Rapture” of 

the faithful 

Seven years of Tribulation; 

rise of the antichrist 

Second coming 

of Jesus 

(not to scale) 

Jesus begins His 1000 

year-long reign on earth. 

Jesus defeats the antichrist and his 

armies in a big battle known as 

Armageddon. 

End of the world 



The teaching that before or 

after His coming Jesus will 

establish an earthly kingdom 

is called “Millennialism”, but 

this is not taught in the 

Bible. 



Then I saw an angel coming 
down from heaven, having 
the key to the bottomless pit 
and a great chain in his hand. 
He laid hold of the dragon, 
that serpent of old, who is the 
Devil and Satan, and bound 
him for a thousand years; and 
he cast him into the 
bottomless pit, and shut him 
up, and set a seal on him, so 
that he should deceive the 
nations no more till the 
thousand years were finished. 
But after these things he must 
be released for a little while. 

Figurative Literal 



Then I saw an angel coming 
down from heaven, having 
the key to the bottomless pit 
and a great chain in his hand. 
He laid hold of the dragon, 
that serpent of old, who is the 
Devil and Satan, and bound 
him for a thousand years; and 
he cast him into the 
bottomless pit, and shut him 
up, and set a seal on him, so 
that he should deceive the 
nations no more till the 
thousand years were finished. 
But after these things he must 
be released for a little while. 

Figurative Literal 

key 



Then I saw an angel coming 
down from heaven, having 
the key to the bottomless pit 
and a great chain in his hand. 
He laid hold of the dragon, 
that serpent of old, who is the 
Devil and Satan, and bound 
him for a thousand years; and 
he cast him into the 
bottomless pit, and shut him 
up, and set a seal on him, so 
that he should deceive the 
nations no more till the 
thousand years were finished. 
But after these things he must 
be released for a little while. 

Figurative Literal 

key 

bottomless pit 



Then I saw an angel coming 
down from heaven, having 
the key to the bottomless pit 
and a great chain in his hand. 
He laid hold of the dragon, 
that serpent of old, who is the 
Devil and Satan, and bound 
him for a thousand years; and 
he cast him into the 
bottomless pit, and shut him 
up, and set a seal on him, so 
that he should deceive the 
nations no more till the 
thousand years were finished. 
But after these things he must 
be released for a little while. 

Figurative Literal 

key 

bottomless pit 

great chain 



Then I saw an angel coming 
down from heaven, having 
the key to the bottomless pit 
and a great chain in his hand. 
He laid hold of the dragon, 
that serpent of old, who is the 
Devil and Satan, and bound 
him for a thousand years; and 
he cast him into the 
bottomless pit, and shut him 
up, and set a seal on him, so 
that he should deceive the 
nations no more till the 
thousand years were finished. 
But after these things he must 
be released for a little while. 

Figurative Literal 

key 

bottomless pit 

great chain 

dragon 



Then I saw an angel coming 
down from heaven, having 
the key to the bottomless pit 
and a great chain in his hand. 
He laid hold of the dragon, 
that serpent of old, who is the 
Devil and Satan, and bound 
him for a thousand years; and 
he cast him into the 
bottomless pit, and shut him 
up, and set a seal on him, so 
that he should deceive the 
nations no more till the 
thousand years were finished. 
But after these things he must 
be released for a little while. 

Figurative Literal 

key 

bottomless pit 

great chain 

dragon 

thousand 
years 

? 



Then I saw an angel coming 
down from heaven, having 
the key to the bottomless pit 
and a great chain in his hand. 
He laid hold of the dragon, 
that serpent of old, who is the 
Devil and Satan, and bound 
him for a thousand years; and 
he cast him into the 
bottomless pit, and shut him 
up, and set a seal on him, so 
that he should deceive the 
nations no more till the 
thousand years were finished. 
But after these things he must 
be released for a little while. 

Figurative Literal 

key 

bottomless pit 

great chain 

dragon 

thousand 
years 

? 



Then I saw an angel coming 
down from heaven, having 
the key to the bottomless pit 
and a great chain in his hand. 
He laid hold of the dragon, 
that serpent of old, who is the 
Devil and Satan, and bound 
him for a thousand years; and 
he cast him into the 
bottomless pit, and shut him 
up, and set a seal on him, so 
that he should deceive the 
nations no more till the 
thousand years were finished. 
But after these things he must 
be released for a little while. 

Figurative Literal 

key 

bottomless pit 

great chain 

dragon 

thousand 
years 

? 



Then I saw an angel coming 
down from heaven, having 
the key to the bottomless pit 
and a great chain in his hand. 
He laid hold of the dragon, 
that serpent of old, who is the 
Devil and Satan, and bound 
him for a thousand years; and 
he cast him into the 
bottomless pit, and shut him 
up, and set a seal on him, so 
that he should deceive the 
nations no more till the 
thousand years were finished. 
But after these things he must 
be released for a little while. 

Figurative Literal 

key 

bottomless pit 

great chain 

dragon 

thousand 
years 

thousand 
years 



So when is Jesus coming back? 



No one knows the 

exact moment of 

Jesus’ return. 

“No one knows about that day 

or hour, not even the angels in 

heaven, nor the Son, 

but only the Father” 

(Mk 13:32). 



However, Jesus has 

given us signs to look 

for, that point to His 

second coming. 



Second Coming Checklist: 

Preaching of the Gospel 

to all nations: 

increasing 

ungodliness in the 

world: 

rise of false prophets/ 

false Christ's: 

wars/rumors of wars: 

natural disasters: 

❑ 

❑ 

❑ 

❑ 

❑ 

 

 

 

 



Jesus could come back: 

in 100 years 

in 1 year 

tomorrow 

today 

❑ 

❑ 

❑ 

❑ 

 

 

 

 

“You also must be ready, because the Son of Man will 

come at an hour when you do not expect Him” (Mt 

24:44). 



Being ready doesn’t mean always looking up into the sky. 



Or that we have to spend most of our time praying. 



Or all our time in church. 



It means believing that Jesus has made us ready 

by His death and resurrection, and keeps us ready 

though His Word and Sacraments. 

“There is now no condemnation 

for those who are in Christ Jesus” 

(Rom.  8:1) 



Heaven 

Conceived 

Born 

Suffered 

Crucified 

Dead 

Buried 

Descended 
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Sits 

Judge 

Ascended 



God the Holy Spirit: 

His Person and Work 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Holy Christian Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 



Who is the Holy Spirit? 



Who is the Holy Spirit? 

• God’s soul? 

• God’s 

invisible 

power made 

visible on 

earth? 

• Or God. 



The Holy Spirit, or 

Holy Ghost, is the 

Third Person of the 

Holy Trinity, true 

God together with 

the Father and the 

Son. 



How do we 

know this? 



I believe the Holy Spirit 

is God because: 

• The Bible 

calls Him God 

• The Bible 

ascribes to 

Him the 

attributes of 

God, the 

works of God, 

and the honor 

of God. 

  “Go and make disciples of all          

 nations, baptizing them in the 

 name of the Father, the Son, 

 the Holy Spirit.” 

“The Spirit searches all things, even 

the deep things of God.” 

“Where can I go from Your Spirit?” 

“By the Word of the LORD were the 

heavens made; their starry host by 

the breath of His mouth.” 



What is the 

work of the Holy 

Spirit? 

Sanctification 



What is the 

work of the Holy 

Spirit? 

Sanctification 

“Holy” 



What is the work 

of the Holy Spirit? 

Sanctification 

“Holy” “Making” 



“To make holy” 

What is the 

work of the Holy 

Spirit? 

Sanctification 



• To make me 

holy, 

• To create in me 

faith in Christ, 

• To preserve this 

faith in me, 

• To enable me to 

live my new life 

in Christ. 

What is the work 

of the Holy Spirit? 



Why must the 

Holy Spirit 

create saving 

faith in us? 

• Because by nature 

we are spiritually 

dead. 

There’s no mistake; 
it’s dead, Jim. 



Why must the 

Holy Spirit 

create saving 

faith in us? 

• Because by nature 

we are spiritually 

dead. 

“You were dead in 
your trespasses and sins” 

(Eph. 2:1) 



Even if we weren’t spiritually dead, 

we are by nature enemies of God. 

“The sinful mind is hostile to God” 
(Rom. 8:7). 



Because we are by 

nature spiritually dead 

and the enemies of God, 

it is impossible for us to 

come to God on our 

own, after all, 

• Dead people don’t 

decide one day to 

be alive. 

• We can’t one day 

decide to be friends 

with someone we 

hate. 

Your logic 
is flawless. 



What is death? 

• Death is separation. 



Spiritual Death 

Temporal Death 

Eternal Death 

Soul God from 

Soul   from Body 

Forever 

(Hell) 

separation 

separation 

separation Body & Soul from God 



What seems to be Marty’s 

problem? 
• Meet Marty. 



If McDonald’s were giving away free milkshakes, could Marty decide 

if He wanted one? 

WHY NOT? 



Would Marty 

even know 

about the free 

milkshake 

give away? Why not? 



Could Marty 

get up and go 

pick up a free 

milkshake? 

Why not? 



Could Marty 

ask you, God, 

or anyone 

else to go get 

him a free 

milkshake? 

Why not? 



Does 

Marty even 

want a free 

milkshake? 

Why not? 



 The Bible says that you are spiritually 

 dead! 

Does this mean that you are: 

 A) Spiritually not so good? 

 B) Spiritually in need of assistance? 

 C) Spiritually deceased, immobile, having 

 not a hint of life or breath; nothing but a 

 stinking festering rotting being--a 

 spiritually lifeless hopeless helpless   

 corpse? 

 



Remember--Dead is Dead! 



God is giving away 

forgiveness for free!  

He gives it through faith in His 

Son Jesus Christ. 

Could you, being spiritually dead, 

have decided to go and get some of 

that faith or forgiveness? 

  Why not?   



Being spiritually dead, 

could you have even 

known about God’s 

free forgiveness? 

Why not?   



Being spiritually dead, did you have the ability to get up 

and go get some of that forgiveness? 

Why not?   



Being spiritually dead, would you have even cared 

about having forgiveness? 

Why not?   



THE THIRD ARTICLE 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen.  

 

What does this mean? 

 

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus 

Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Ghost has called me by the 

Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true 

faith; just as He calls, gathers, enlightens and sanctifies the whole 

Christian Church on earth and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true 

faith. In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives me and all 

believers all our sins; and at the last day He will raise up me and all the 

dead, and will grant me and all believers in Christ eternal life. This is most 

certainly true. 

What part of this speaks about what you can or cannot 

spiritually do? 
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saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen.  
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Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Ghost has called me by the 

Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true 
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If we are to 

have faith in 

Jesus, it must 

come from the 

work of the 

Holy Spirit. 

• “No one can say ‘Jesus is 

Lord’ except by the Holy 

Spirit.” (1 Cor. 12:3) 



But the Holy Spirit is not like a fairy godmother, 

magically giving faith to those who really want it, 

or have somehow earned it. 

• The Holy Spirit uses a special tool to 

give faith. 



• He uses the Gospel. 



• He uses the Gospel. 

He uses the Means of Grace. 



The Means of Grace 
The “ways”, “methods”, “avenues”, “pathways” which carry 

THIS 

To them 



By what means are cars getting from one side of the 

water to the other? 



By what means is this girl getting water to her mouth? 



The Means of Grace 

The “ways”, “methods”, “avenues”, “pathways” which carry 

THIS 

To them 



Does the Holy Spirit call all people with equal seriousness, 

or are there some He wants more (or less) than others? 



In other words, is the Holy 

Spirit like you when your 

mom makes you invite 

everyone to your birthday 

party, kind of hoping some 

people don’t show up? 



Or is God serious when He has St. Paul write... 

“God wants all men 
to be saved and to come 

to a knowledge of the truth.” 



Do all obey 

the call of the 

Holy Spirit? 

No, many shut their 

heart against the voice 

of the Holy Spirit and 

are unwilling to come 

to Jesus. 



God the Holy Spirit 

• “Enlightens Me with His Gifts” 



How does the Holy Spirit bring 

you the gospel? 

Through fervent 

prayer. 

He doesn’t come 

to me, I go to 

Him. 

The Means of 

Grace. 



How does the Holy Spirit bring 

you the gospel? 

Through fervent 

prayer. 

He doesn’t come 

to me, I go to 

Him. 

The Means of 

Grace. 



Means of Grace: 

Vehicles or ways God gives us His 

undeserved love. 

The Word of God, Baptism & the Lord’s 

Supper. 



Means of Grace: 

Vehicles or ways God gives us His 

undeserved love. 

The Word of God, Baptism & the Lord’s 

Supper. 



We call these things the “Means of Grace” because 

they are the ways (the means) God uses to bring us 

the Forgiveness of Sins. 



What did the Holy Spirit work in you when he “called 

you by the gospel”? 

True knowledge of sin 

True faith in Christ 

The strength to lead a 

holy life. 



True knowledge of sin 



True knowledge of sin 



False knowledge of sin 



False Sorrow over sin 

Sorry because 

we got caught. 

Sorry for things 

that aren’t really 

sin. 

Despair over sin. 



True knowledge of sin 

 

 

 

To be sorry because we’ve 

offended God. 

To despair of our own 

righteousness. 

Through the Law we become 

conscious of sin 

(Romans 3:20). 

Godly sorry brings repentance 

which leads to salvation 

(2 Cor 7:10). 
 



True faith in Christ 



False faith in Christ 

Simply believing 

Jesus was a real 

human being. 

Believing in a 

Jesus other than 

the Jesus 

revealed in the 

Bible. 



True faith in Christ 

Faith in Jesus as our 

Savior from sin. 

Salvation is found in no on else, 

for there is no other name under 

heaven by which we must be 

saved. 

(Acts 4:12) 



Is true faith always strong? 



No. 

Faith may at times be so weak that the Christian hardly 

dares to accept God’s gracious forgiveness. 

But even such weak faith is still saving faith. 

 

A bruised reed He will not break, 

and a smoldering wick He will not stuff out. 

(Isaiah 42:3) 



Weak faith is still saving faith 

because it has a... 

Hatred of sin, 

Desire for Jesus’ 

forgiveness, 

Love for fellow 

believers. 



We also call these the signs of 

true faith 

Hatred of sin, 

Desire for Jesus’ 

forgiveness, 

Love for fellow 

believers. 



It was the Holy Spirit who made us holy with His Means of 

Grace, 

and He uses those same Means of Grace to keep us holy as 

well... 

• Giving me an alert 

conscience, 

• Strengthening me in 

temptation, 

• Guiding me into the truth, and 

• Comforting me with the 

Gospel. 



The Holy Christian Church 



I believe in the Holy Spirit… 

the Holy Christian Church, 

the communion of saints. 



What is the Church? 

A group of people All Christians A building 
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What is the Church? 

All Christians 

While we use the word “church” 

to mean all those things, in the 

Creed when we say “the Holy 

Christian Church” we mean all 

those who truly believe in Jesus 

“Just as each of us has one body with 

many members...so in Christ we who 

are many form one body, and each 

member belongs to all the others” 

(Rom. 12:4-5). 



Pick out the Christians 



Faith in Jesus is not something we can see. 



Because of this we say “I believe in the holy Christian Church.” 



In other words, we are saying, “I believe that what Jesus tells me 

in His Word about the Church is true, even if I cannot see it.” 





Holy Christian Church 

The Church is called “holy” 

because it is made up of 

holy people who have been 

cleansed by Christ, and 

who serve God by holy 

living. 

“Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her to make her 

holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the Word” 

(Eph. 5:25-26). 



Holy Christian Church 

The Church is called “holy” 

because it is made up of 

            who have been 

cleansed by Christ, and 

who serve God by holy 

living. 

“Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her to make her 

holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the Word” 

(Eph. 5:25-26). 

saints 



Holy Christian Church 

We call the Church 

“Christian” because it 

belongs to Christ and is built 

on Him as its only 

foundation. 

“No one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, 

which is Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 3:11). 



I believe in the Holy Spirit… 

the Holy Christian Church, 

the Communion of Saints. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit… 

the Holy Catholic Church, 

the Communion of Saints 



I believe in the Holy Spirit… 

the Holy Universal Church, 

the Communion of Saints 



I believe in the Holy Spirit… 

the Holy Christian Church, 

the Communion of Saints 



Holy Christian Church 

The Church is universal, however we divide it into two parts: 

The Church Triumphant The Church Militant 

(The Church in Heaven) (The Church on Earth) 



Holy Christian Church 

The Church is universal, however we divide it into two parts: 

The Church Triumphant The Church Militant 

(The Church in Heaven) (The Church on Earth) 



Holy Christian Church 

The Church Militant 

We call it the “Church 

Militant” because it is 

constantly at war with 

its spiritual enemies: 

the devil, the world and 

our sinful flesh. 



Because we are in fact one, and because we do face many 

spiritual enemies, God wants His people to be united in true 

outward fellowship, and serve one another in love. 



God also wants us to join 

with other Christians to 

• Use the means 

of grace 

• Preserve the 

means of grace 

• Show the unity 

that exists 

among us 

• Join in bringing 

the good news 

of salvation to 

others 



God also wants us to join 

with other Christians too. 

• Use the means of 

grace 

• Preserve the 

means of grace 

• Show the unity that 

exists among us 

• Join in bringing the 

good news of 

salvation to others 

All these things are much 

easier to do as a group than 

alone as individuals. 



How do we unite together? 

• As congregations 

• As synods or larger denominations 



Holy Christian Church 

Roman 

Catholic 

ELS 

WELS 

LCMS 

Baptist 

Presbyterian 

Episcopal 

Mormon 

Jehovah’s 

Witness 
Islam 

ELCA 

Judaism 



How do we use the doctrine 

of the Church correctly? 

Become members of the 

true Church by sincere 

faith in Christ as our Savior 



How do we use the doctrine 

of the Church correctly? 

Belong to a congregation, 

synod or denomination 

which teaches the Word of 

God correctly. 



How do we use the doctrine 

of the Church correctly? 

Do all in our power to 

maintain, promote and 

extend God’s kingdom by 

prayer, personal service 

and financial support. 



How do we use the doctrine 

of the Church correctly? 

Avoid all false teaching 

churches and all other 

organizations that profess 

a religion which is false. 



What provision has the Lord made for the Church to carry on His 

work? 

He has given the Church the Means of Grace. 



What provision has the Lord made for the Church to carry on His 

work? 

He has given the Church the authority to Call servants 

to preach the Gospel and administer the Sacraments. 



The Resurrection and Eternal Life 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Holy Christian Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the ✠ life everlasting. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Holy Christian Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the ✠ life everlasting. 



What happens to the 

believer when he dies? 
• His soul goes to heaven. 

• His body awaits the resurrection of the 

dead. 



What happens to the 

unbeliever when he dies? 
• His soul goes to hell. 

• His body awaits the resurrection of the 

dead. 



(There is no purgatory, a 

place for people who are 

almost good enough to 

suffer and make up for 

some of their sins before 

finally being let into 

heaven.) 

“The dust returns to the ground 

it came from, and the spirit 

returns to God who gave it” 

(Ecc. 12:7). 



The Bible clearly teaches the resurrection of the body; that on the 

last day Jesus will raise up the bodies of all the dead. 

“The Lord Himself will come down 

from heaven, with a loud command, 

with the voice of the archangel and 

with the trumpet call of God, and the 

dead in Christ will rise first” (1 

Thess. 4:16). 



While both believers and unbelievers will have 

their bodies raised, it is for different purposes: 



While both believers and unbelievers will have 

their bodies raised, it is for different purposes: 

Believers are raised 

with glorified bodies 

to eternal life. 

Why do they need 

their bodies? 

To enjoy HEAVEN. 



While both believers and unbelievers will have 

their bodies raised, it is for different purposes: 

Unbelievers are 

raised with their 

bodies to eternal 

death. 

Why do they need 

their bodies? 

“Depart from Me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire 

prepared for the devil and his angels” (Mt. 25:41). 

To suffer hell. 



The Bible does not teach reincarnation, that when 

a person dies their soul is reborn in another body. 

“Man is destined to die once, and 

after that to face judgment” (Heb. 

9:27). 



What is Eternal Life? 

It is the blessed fellowship of the saved 

in heaven, where they are freed from all 

evil and live with God in endless joy and 

glory. “He will wipe every tear from their eyes. 

There will be no more death or mourning 

or crying or pain, for the old order of 

things has passed away” 

(Rev. 21:4). 



What is Eternal Death? 

Eternal Death is everlasting separation 

from God, with endless pain of body and 

soul in hell. 
“Depart from Me, you who are cursed, into the 

eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels” 

(Matt. 25:41). 



“Depart from Me, you who are cursed, into the 

eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels” 

(Matt. 25:41). 

Is there anyone God wants this to happen to? 

“As I live, says the Lord GOD, I have no 

pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that 

the wicked turn from his way and live” 

(Ezek. 33:11). 



Why then, is 

anyone damned? 

• Only because they 

do not believe in 

Christ and 

therefore remain 

in their sin. 



Can you be 

sure God will 

grant you 

eternal life? 

• Yes, because the One 

who called me to faith 

here in time also tells 

me that He had already 

from eternity chosen 

me for eternal life.  
Election 

Predestination 



Very often, when 

people first hear about 

predestination or 

election, they worry. 

They wonder, “What if 

I’m not one of the 

elect? Can I be sure 

God chose me?” 



But God does not tell 

us about 

predestination to 

make us worry. 

He tells us about it as 

one more way of 

reminding us that we 

are saved not 

because of who we 

are or what we do, but 

because He loves us. 

“You did not choose 
Me, but I chose you” 

(Jn 15:16). 



The Bible says: 

Believer: Unbeliever: 

1. Chooses God 1. Chooses Hell 

2. Chosen by God 2. Chosen by God 

for hell 



The Bible says: 

Believer: Unbeliever: 

1. Chooses God 1. Chooses Hell 

2. Chosen by God 2. Chosen by God 

for hell 

“You did not choose Me, but I chose you” (Jn 15:15). 



The Bible says: 

Believer: Unbeliever: 

1. Chooses God 1. Chooses Hell 

2. Chosen by God 2. Chosen by God 

for hell 

“Whoever rejects the Son will not see life, 

for God’s wrath remains on him” (Jn 3:36). 



Whenever we hear the Gospel and trust in Christ alone for 

the forgiveness of sins, we can be sure we are one of the 

elect. 


