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Cain and Abel Genesis 4  

• Genesis 4: 1  

• Adam lay with his wife Eve, and she 

became pregnant and gave birth to Cain.  
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Cain and Abel Genesis 4  

• Genesis 4: 1  

• She said, “With the help of the LORD I 

have brought forth a man.”  

 

ֶלד ֶאת־ַקִין   41  ְוָהָאָדם ָיַדע ֶאת־ַחָוה ִאְשּתֹו ַוַּתַהר ַוּתֵּ

ֹּאֶמר ָקִניִתי ִאיש ֶאת־ְיהָוה ׃ַוּת  
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Genesis 4:1 

• “I have gotten (קניתי) a man with Jehovah;” 
wherefore the child received the name Cain (ַקיִן 
from ָקנָה = קּון, κτα̂σθαι). So far as the grammar 
is concerned, the expression ֶאת־יְהֹוָה might be 
rendered, as in apposition to ִאיׁש, “a man, the 
Lord” (Luther) 
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Genesis 4:1 

• And Eve said: I have gotten the man 
of the Lord. 

 
• From this statement another reason may 

be gathered why Eve did not call Cain a 
son, namely, that because of her 
excessive joy and reverence she was 
unwilling to call him son but had 
something  greater in mind about him, as 
though Cain would be the man who 
would crush the head of the serpent. 
(Luther) 
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Genesis 4:1 

• And Eve said: I have gotten the man of the 
Lord. 

 

• For this reason she does not simply call him 
a man, but “the man of the Lord,” of whom 
the Lord God had promised (Gen. 3:15): 
“Your Seed will crush the head of the 
serpent.” (Luther) 
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Genesis 4:1 

• Although this was a false hope, it 
nevertheless is clear that Eve 
was a saintly woman and that 
she believed the promise 
concerning the future salvation 
through the blessed Seed. (Luther) 
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Cain and Abel Genesis 4  

• Genesis 4: 1  

– Eve thought she had given birth to the Lord.  

– The Promise Fulfilled?  
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Genesis 4:2 

• 2 Later she gave birth to 

his brother Abel. Now 

Abel kept flocks, and 

Cain worked the soil.  
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Genesis 4:3 

• 3 In the course of 
time Cain brought 
some of the fruits 
of the soil as an 
offering to the 
LORD. [1] 

Is the key to 

understanding 

this passage. 



13 

Genesis 4:4 

• 4 But Abel brought fat portions from some 
of the firstborn of his flock. The LORD 
looked with favor on Abel and his offering, 
[1] 

•  
 

The word, 

‘First’ is the 

Key to 

understanding 

this passage.   
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Genesis 4:7 

• 4 But Abel brought fat portions from some 

of the firstborn of his flock. The LORD 

looked with favor on Abel and his offering,  

First Born 

Is the 

Principle of 

the First Fruit 
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Spring Board to 
Stewardship 

•The Principle of First 

Fruit Giving 
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First-Fruit Giving - Let’s 
examine what the Word 

says about firstfruits. 

Exodus 23:14-19 

  

The children of Israel 

are called upon by the 

Lord to celebrate three 

festivals on an annual 

basis:   
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First-Fruit Giving - Let’s 
examine what the Word 

says about firstfruits. 
 

1. Feast of 

Unleavened Bread 

(for seven days in 

mid-March to mid-

April at the 

beginning of the 

barley harvest) to 

commemorate the 

exodus;   
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First-Fruit Giving - Let’s 
examine what the Word 

says about firstfruits. 
 2. Harvest (also called 

the Feast of Weeks, 

held seven weeks after 

the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread 

during wheat harvest.  

Called Pentecost in the 

New Testament) to 

commemorate the 

giving of the law at Mt. 

Sinai;  
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F i r s t   Fruit Giving - Let’s 
examine what the Word 

says about firstfruits. 

3. Ingathering (also called Feast of Tabernacles 

or Booths celebrated for seven days in mid-

September to mid-October) to commemorate 

the years of wilderness wanderings.  And in 

conjunction with those feasts the Lord 

instructed the people to bring firstfruit offerings - 

bring the best to the Lord. 
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F i r s t   F r u I t 

Exodus 34:22-26 

  

The Lord gives the people 

further instructions on the 

Feast of Weeks and the 

Feast of Ingathering.  Two 

times the Lord calls for the 

people to bring forward 

offerings: firstfruit offering of 

the wheat Harvest and the 

soil. 
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F i r s t   F r u I t 

Leviticus 2:11-16 

  

Instructions are given to the people 

in chapter 2 concerning bringing to 

the Lord a Grain offering. Twice 

(Leviticus 2:12, 14) it is mentioned 

that this offering may be a firstfruit 

offering - bringing the first and the 

best to the Lord. 
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F i r s t   F r u I t 

Leviticus 23:9-21 

  

Chapter 23 explains several feasts 

of the Lord to be practiced by the 

people.  One is called Firstfruits 

(verses 9-14) - bringing to the 

Lord through the priest a sheaf of 

the first grain from the harvest.  

Concerning the Feasts of Weeks 

(verses 15-22) that too includes a 

firstfruit offering to the Lord. 
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F i r s t   F r u I t 

Numbers 15:17-21 

  

Instructions from the Lord 

to the people as to their 

offering response when 

they enter the promised 

land - give the first to the 

Lord. 
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F i r s t   F r u I t 

Numbers 18:8-13 

  

Here the Lord describes to Aaron 

how the priests and Levites will be 

cared for by the people. Since they 

did not receive a part of the land 

(verse 20!) the Lord spells out how 

they will be supported: the firstfruits 

given to the Lord by the people go to 

the priests and Levites.  Again - 

bring offerings which are your first 

and best. 
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F i r s t   F r u I t 

  

II Chronicles 31:2-8 

  

Hezekiah was a good king who ruled 

over the Southern Kingdom (Judah) 

for 29 years.  He initiated significant 

spiritual reforms among the people.  

One such reform was to re-establish 

the system of provision for the 

material needs of the Levites.  This 

passage speaks of their duties and 

how they will be cared for - bring 

your firstfruits and tithes.  And the 

people did! 
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F i r s t   F r u I t 

  

Nehemiah 12:40-44 

  

A description of what 

happened on the day 

when the people 

dedicated the rebuilt wall 

of Jerusalem - 

thanksgiving, joy, bringing 

of firstfruit offerings and 

tithes.  
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Tithes and Offerings 

Malachi 3:8 

8 “Will a man rob God? Yet 

you rob me.  

“But you ask, ‘How do we rob 

you?’  

“In tithes and offerings.  9 You 

are under a curse—the whole 

nation of you—because you 

are robbing me.  10 Bring the 

whole tithe into the 

storehouse, that there may be 

food in my house.[1] (NIV) 
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Tithes and Offerings 

We often refer 

to our Offerings 

to the Lord, with 

out the word 

tithe but … 
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Tithes and Offerings 

This phrase is 

used only in 

Malachi. However 

it teaches that 

Tithes come first 

then our Offerings.  

Tithes are those things (Money, Time, 

and Talents) we have freely chosen to 

commit to give to the Lord, and 

offerings are those things we give to 

the Lord out of love above and beyond 

the Tithe. Many Christians do not think 

this way, but it would be a healthy 

change and it is biblical.  
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Is Only a portion of our income  
sacred?  

• First-fruits giving by God’s people, no matter 
what the gift, is intended to recognize that God, 
the Giver, has first claim on us and all that we 
have.   

• Moreover, it is a pledge that the remainder of 
the harvest is consecrated to God, too. As St. 
Paul reminds the Romans (11:16), “If the part of 
the dough offered as first-fruits is holy, then the 
whole batch is holy; if the root is holy, so are 
the branches.”  The Lord is the source of all we 
have, it is part of God’s creation.  

•   
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Regular Giving  

• I  Corinthians 16: 2 …On the first day of 

every week, each one of you should set 

aside a sum of money in keeping with his 

income, saving it up, [1] (NIV) 

Should plan to 

give regularly, 

setting aside 

your tithe for 

each Lord’s 

Day. (Sunday)  

First Fruits are to 

be brought on 

the First Day of 

the Week.  

Bringing 

your tithe is 

to be part of 

your 

worship of 

the Lord. 



32 

Motive for Giving – II Cor. 8:9 

• 9 For you know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet 
for your sakes he became poor, so that 
you through his poverty might become 
rich. [1] (NIV) 
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2 Corinthians 8:5 

• “…they gave themselves first to 

the Lord and then us in keeping 

with God’s will.”  
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Percentage or Proportional  Giving  

• I Corinthians 16:2 

• “On the first day of every week, each of you 
is to put something aside and store it up, as 
he may prosper, …” 

• “Something aside” – “as he may prosper”, 
is proportional language, hence percentage 
giving.  
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Joyful giving and personal 

decision.  

• 2 Cor. 9:6-7  

• The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will 

also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 

bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7Each 

one must give as he has made up his mind, 

not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 

loves a cheerful giver.  
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Stewardship - Wealth 

• What is Wealth?  

Every thing that comes 

from our Creator to 

sustain Life and Soul.  
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Stewardship - Wealth 

• What is Wealth?  

Deut 8: 17 You may say to yourself, “My 

power and the strength of my hands have 

produced this wealth for me.”  18 But 

remember the LORD your God, for it is he 

who gives you the ability to produce 

wealth,[1] [NIV] 
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Wealth  

• “wealth comes from more than 

creativity and hard work” 

• “wealth comes more from the  

creativity of individuals”1 David Noebel 
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Wealth  

• Creativity is one of those qualities 
that reflect the image of God. 

• So the image of God issue takes 
us right back to the topic of 
creation.  

• However, let me remind you that 
everything is the Lord’s and exists 
because it was designed and 
created by God.  
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Wealth is more than 
mammon.  

• Mammon translates a Aramaic word into Greek. 

{μαμωνᾶς }[1] 

• of Aramaic origin which means confidence in 

wealth, [2] 

• Jesus uses it in a negative way. Matt 6:24 
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Wealth is having the Kingdom 

• Matt 6: 33 But seek first his kingdom and 
his righteousness, and all these things will 
be given to you as well.[1] 

•  
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Wealth is salvation  

• Psalm 13:5 But I trust in your 

unfailing love;  

• my heart rejoices in your 

salvation. [1] 
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Wealth is having Life  

• John 10:10  

• I came that they may have life 

and have it abundantly.  
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Wealth is being Rich toward God 

• Luke 12: 21 “This is how it will 
be with anyone who stores up 
things for himself but is not 
rich toward God.” [1] 

•  
 



45 

Wealth is having family on God’s 
terms 
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Wealth is having Christian Friends 

• 2 Cor. 7:15  

• And his affection for you is even greater, 

as he remembers the obedience of you all  
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Friends in the New Testament are 
more than acquaintances 

• {ἀγαπητῶν } 

• 1) beloved, esteemed, 

dear, favourite, worthy of 

love[1] 
•  
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Proverbs 3: 

• 9 Honor the LORD with 

your wealth,  

• with the firstfruits of all 

your crops;  

Wealth 
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Stewardship - Wealth 

The Promise -  
• 10 then your barns will be filled to 

overflowing,  

• and your vats will brim over with new 

wine.  [1] 
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Stewardship - Wealth 

Where does wealth come from?  

God! 

Man works to produce 

the wealth God gives.  

1. Mining 

2. Manufacturing 

3. Invention and Development 

4. Experimental Development of Products 

5. Farming 

6. Building 

7. Work 

8. Teaching – Education as an investment for 

future production of wealth. 
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Stewardship - Wealth 

Is God 

concerned 

about 

economics? 
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Wealth - Economy 

• The Word economic comes from the Gk 

word, oikonomikós which means relating 

to household management, equiv. to 

oikonóm(os) steward  

• (oîko(s) house + nómos manager) + -ikos 

-ic  

As a child of God, called by 

the Gospel, you are by 

your very nature a steward 

of all that you are and have 

and will earn.  

http://dictionary.reference.com/search?q=-ic&db=luna
http://dictionary.reference.com/search?q=-ic&db=luna
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The Deception of having 
Money! 

• “…the dangers of having a lot of 
money is that you may be quit 
satisfied with the kinds of 
happiness money can give and so 
fail to realize your need to God. If 
everything seems to come simply 
by signing checks, you may forget 
that you are at every moment 
totally dependant on God.” C.S. 
Lewis 

 The temptation is to think we have 

created wealth and it is ours to spend 

or use as we choose.    

 However,  if wealth is seen as a gift 

from God, it will then be used for family and 

to aid in the mission of God’s Church. Aiding 

in passing on the Christian faith to the next 

generation should be part of our lives.  
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Priorities in the use of 
wealth.  

The Tithe comes first. 

 

Malachi 3:8  

Let God have back  

the tip of the ice - burg! 

 

10 % or your  

choosing 
 

You keep 90% 

Taxes – Here’s  

your share Uncle! 

 

Matt 22:17-21  
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Priorities in the use of 
wealth.  

The Tithe comes first. 

 

Malachi 3:8  

Let God have back  

the tip of the ice - burg! 

 

10 % or your  

choosing 
 

You keep 90% 

Romans 13: 1-6 
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Can the Government Steal?  

• If you want to know the answer to this 

question sign up for one of the – Truth 

Project Groups being formed for this fall.  
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1 Timothy 5:8  

 

Supporting Family  

The proper use of wealth - 

Family Needs 
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Proper use of Wealth - Debt 

• Psalm 37:21 The wicked 

borrows but does not pay back, 

• but the righteous is generous 

and gives;  
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Proper use of Wealth - 
Surplus 

• Ahhh – The Fun Part!  

Giving it away!  Eph. 4:28 He who has been stealing must 

steal no longer, but must work, doing 

something useful with his own hands, that he 

may have something to share with those in 

need. [1] 



60 

The deception of not having 
money! 

 For the wealthy there maybe 
the temptation to trust in the 
wealth  and not God.  
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The deception of not having 
money! 

 The poor face the 
temptation to trust in 
wealth others have 
rather than in God.  
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 No matter how you measure it both the 
wealthy and the poor can miss use wealth 
or miss use the hope of it in a very 
materialistic and sinful way.    

  

 Greed focused on getting, envy and such is 
sin and it is breaking the 1st Commandment. 
When you do not trust the Lord, it is always 
a form of idolatry.   

 

 



63 

• I Timothy 6:17, “Command those who are 

rich in this present world not to be arrogant 

nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so 

uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who 

richly provides us with everything for our 

enjoyment.  18 Command them to do 

good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be 

generous and willing to share.” [1] 
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A Biblical Work Ethic 

• 1 Thess. 4:11-12  

• “and to aspire to live quietly, and to mind 

your own affairs, and to work with your 

hands, as we instructed you, 12 so that you 

may live properly before outsiders and be 

dependent on no one.”  

live properly before outsiders –  

This is your life witness, this the 

exhortation to pay attention in 

the way people see you live. We 

live for Christ!  

•“…be dependent on no one.”   -  

•While there are times that people 

need help and may be dependant 

with reason or cause, it is outside of 

God’s will that we are dependant on 

others if you can work, this includes 

government.   
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So, when does a Christian help? 

 

• The Welfare System.  
• “Christians understand that each man has a 

duty to work and is rewarded with (wealth) 
property”.  

• “It is compassionate to encourage men who 
are capable of work to work, rather than 
offering handouts.” 

• “The Bible makes it clear that the only way 
to truly escape poverty is through hard 
labor.” 1 
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So, when does a Christian help? 

• “There are certain times when the poor 
require help in the form of cash and 
noncash benefits in the present, in the short 
run. But a system of “aid” that encourages 
people to become dependent on the dole, 
that robs the poor of any incentive to seek 
ways of helping themselves, that leads the 
poor into a poverty trap, and is hardly a 
model of genuine compassion or of wise 
public policy.”1 
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How Does this affect the Church? 

• People sometimes come and demand the 

church to give them what they want, because 

they have come to believe it is owed them, or 

it is what the Church does.  



68 

Wealth  

• If wealth is not earned but comes through 
redistribution of wealth, then you have a form 
of socialism. It is a immoral system that takes 
away from those who have wealth, having  
worked hard for it and then give it to those 
who have learned to be dependent on others.  
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The sin of redistribution – it is a 
form of theft .  

• “a system in which some people have their 
possessions taken away and some have 
possessions given to them, the law clearly 
favors the latter group over the former.” 1  This 
is not helping the poor, but making them more 
dependent and ultimately having less.  
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Socialism 

• “The younger generation probably doesn't 
realize that the word Socialism means and 
connotes a system that is profoundly un-
American. Socialism has virtually 
disappeared from our national lexicon since 
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
(USSR) collapsed because of Ronald 
Reagan's policies, and the National 
Socialist (Nazi) Party was destroyed by the 
U.S. in World War II.” 
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Socialism 

• “The American Heritage Dictionary defines 
Socialism as a system of social 
organizations in which the means of 
producing and distributing goods are owned 
by a centralized government that plans and 
controls the economy. Both Webster and 
Random House identify Socialism as a 
"Marxist theory."  

http://capwiz.com/eagleforum/utr/1/NTUKKPUZZL/KKQYKPVAAU/3447890046
http://capwiz.com/eagleforum/utr/1/NTUKKPUZZL/BFGIKPVAAV/3447890046
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Socialism 

• “Socialism requires a totalitarian 
system; that gives the ruling gang 
the power to distribute the fruits of 
other people's labor to its political 
pals. That is what is happening to 
the United States..” 
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Socialism 

• "The problem with socialism 

is that eventually you run out  

of other people's money."  

• —Margaret Thatcher  
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Is a discussion of Socialism 
politics? 

• NO! 

• It is a discussion of a World View.  
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What is a World View?  

• See – World View presentation, by Pastor 

Dan Domke 
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Stewardship - Wealth 

• Socialism what is it?  

 

• Go to Video, Understanding the 

Times, Marxism - Lennism 
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Stewardship - Wealth 

 

• Socialism is no friend of Christianity nor of 

the church.  

• Charitable Giving Deduction Raised – if 

this happens it will limit funding of the 

Church. A goal of the liberal left.  
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Stewardship - Wealth 

• It will replace funding that was brought 
forward by the church with Federal 
dollars not with strings attached, but 
with ropes.  

• The church will be marginalized and 
weakened through these kind of 
economics. (This is the goal of left wing 
liberal liberalism).   
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Stewardship - Wealth 

The Promise -  

• Socialism:  

– an economic system in which the 
ownership and operation of the means of 
production and distribution (land, 
business, factories, railroads, etc) are 
controlled by the government. According 
to Marxism, socialism (i.e. abolition of 
private property) is the transitional phase 
between capitalism and communism.  

• Source: Summit Ministries – World 
View Dictionary 

 



80 

Stewardship - Wealth 

The Promise -  

• Universal Enlightened 
Production:  
–the belief that positive thought 

creates wealth.  

–[See Universal Enlightened 
Production in the Worldview 
Chart under Cosmic Humanism.]  

• Summit Ministries – World View Dictionary.  

http://www.summit.org/resources/worldview_chart/
http://www.summit.org/resources/worldview_chart/
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Genesis 4:5 

• 5 but on Cain and his offering 

he did not look with favor. So 

Cain was very angry, and his 

face was downcast. [1] 
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Genesis 4:6 

6 Then the LORD 

said to Cain, “Why 

are you angry? 

Why is your face 

downcast? [1] 
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Genesis 4: 7  

• If you do well, will you 
not be accepted? And if 
you do not do well, sin is 
crouching at the door. Its 
desire is for you, but you 
must rule over it."  
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Genesis 4: 7  

Sin always seeks to 

enslave a person. It 

crouches at our door seek 

whom it may devour.  

We as believers then are 

faced with a decision like 

that of Adam and Eve.  
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Genesis 4: 8 

8 Now Cain said to his 

brother Abel, “Let’s go 

out to the field.” And 

while they were in the 

field, Cain attacked his 

brother Abel and killed 

him. [1] 
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Genesis 4: 9 

9 Then the LORD 

said to Cain, “Where 

is your brother Abel?”  

“I don’t know,” he 

replied. “Am I my 

brother’s keeper?” [1] 
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Stewardship - Time 

• Time: 

– Time was created – Genesis  1:14 

– Time is a measurement 

– Time is a gift just as life is a gift 

– All people have the same  

amount of time.  
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Stewardship of Time 

• Time is a trust God gives to us 

• Time is not created by man, but is 

entrusted to us to use it wisely.  

• Ps. 90:12 

Psalm 90:12 

12 Teach us to number 

our days aright, that we 

may gain a heart of 

wisdom.   
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Stewardship of Time 

• Time is different than money, you can not 

save it.  You can not lay it away. Once it is 

passed time, it can not be repeated.  
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Stewardship of Time 

• Once we use time, it is gone.  

• So, the question is are we going to use it 

for the glory of God, or our selves. 

• Is use of time for self necessarily wrong?  
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Stewardship of Time 

• Time wasted is a irretrievable loss.  

• Time is therefore sacred. 

• Time becomes precious as time goes by… 
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Stewardship of Time 

• Time to read the Bible daily. 

• Time for a prayer or prayer ministry 

• Time for the family Altar 

• Time for public worship each Lord’s Day 

• Time to give witness to others 

• Time to be a good and faithful steward.  
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Making Good use of the  Time God 
gives us.  

• Ephesians 5:16 

• 1 making the most of every 
opportunity, because the days 
are evil. [1] 

•  
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Making Good use of the  Time God 
gives us.  

• John 9:4 

• 4 As long as it is day, we must do the work 

of him who sent me. Night is coming, when 

no one can work.  
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Making Good use of the  Time God 
gives us.  

• 2 Corinthians 5:11 

• 11 Since, then, we know what it is to fear 
the Lord, we try to persuade men. What we 
are is plain to God, and I hope it is also plain 
to your conscience. [1] 

•  
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Time well used  

• Take some time and consider the 

difference between the new 

world that is eternity with God 

and an the lake of fire (hell) and 

an eternity without the Lord.  
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Stewardship – Talents or Gifts 

• The Gifts of the Holy Spirit.  

 

• A study by Rev. Dan Domke 
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The Gifts of the Holy Spirit 

The up building of the 
Body of Christ for the 

common good and the 
unity of the faith.  

I Cor 12: 7 
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The Gift of the Holy Spirit 

• Acts 2:38 Peter replied, 
“Repent and be baptized, 
every one of you, in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins.  

 

• 39 The promise is for you 
and your children and for all 
who are far off—for all whom 
the Lord our God will call.” 

•And you will receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. 
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Prologomena 

• CONSTITUTION 

• OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

• MISSOURI SYNOD, page 11, 2004 
version. 

Preamble - Reason for the 

 Forming of a Synodical Union 

1. The example of the apostolic church. Acts 15:1–

31. 

2. Our Lord’s will that the diversities of gifts 

should be for the common profit. 1 Cor. 12:4–31. 
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I Cor 12-14 

Romans 12: 4-8 

I Peter 4:10-11 

Ephesians 4:8-13 



102 

Romans 12: 4-8 

 Prophesying 

 Teaching 

 Encouraging 

 Contributing to the needs of others 

 Leadership 

 Mercy 

 Serving 
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 Wisdom  Knowledge 

 Faith  Healing 

Miracles Prophecy 

 Discernment 

I Corinthians 12:7-11 

Tongues 

Interpretation 

of tongues 
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Ephesians 4: 11 

Apostle Prophet Evangelist 

Pastor-Teacher 

I Peter 4:10 

Serving Others  Administering 

God’s Grace 

Speaking Serving 
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One of the problems in Corinth 

was they focused on spiritual 

gifts, and their relationship to 

spirituality rather than on Christ 

and His Cross. Today similar 

questions surface, and similar 

confusion exists.  
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• T or F? The more 

important the spiritual gift, 

the more mature and 

spiritual the person. 

• T or F? The major 

evidence of the Holy Spirit 

in a person’s life is his or 

her ability to speak in 

tongues. 

• T or F? We must ask 

God for the spiritual gift we 

want. 
•  
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T or F? A person “under the 

influence” of the Spirit can’t 

help shouting out. 

• T or F? Some 

Christians have little to 

contribute to others. 

• T or F? In church 

meetings, only the pastor 

should teach, because he’s 

usually the only one with 

seminary training. 

•  
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T or F? There is no real test 

for “spirituality”, except 

whether or not you speak in 

tongues.  

• T or F? Some people 

are more important than 

others in the church as in 

every other situation. 

 
Richards, Lawrence O., The 

TeacherÆs Commentary, (Wheaton, 

IL: Victor Books) 1987. 
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Romans 12:1-2 

• Living Sacrifices – I once heard that in 

response to God’s mercy, we willingly 

place our selves into the offering plate of 

God’s care.  
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Romans 12:1 

 Why do we do  

what we do as Christians? 

“…to offer your bodies 

 as living sacrifices…” 
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Romans 12:1  

• in view of God’s mercy, 

 

This is the motive for 

personal self sacrifice to 

Christ. The motive 

begins in Christ.  
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Romans 12:1  

Mercy 

received-Sin 

forgiven. 
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Romans 12:1 • This is your 

spiritual act of 

worship. 

Worship is a way of life, 

not just an hour once a 

week. Every moment of 

our we are in worship. 

Worship means to give 

worth to…by our 

Christian daily living 

giving glory to 

God…normal Christ life.  
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Romans 12:2 

What is the normal 

Christian life in light of 

Christ’s mercy? 

 Do not conform 

any longer to the 

pattern of this 

world. 
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What is the pattern of this world? 

lit., “Do not be conformed”; this Gr. 

word occurs elsewhere in the NT 

only in 1 Peter 1:14) any longer to 
the pattern of this world (aioµni, 
“Age”). Living according to the 

lifestyle of “the present evil Age” 

(Gal. 1:4; cf. Eph. 1:21) must now be 

put aside.  
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The present evil age is 

characterized by  
• Wickedness 

• Ephesians 2:2 – 2 Timothy 1:13 

– Satan is real 
• Job 1:6 

• Ezekiel 28:15 

• Isaiah 14:12-15 
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Transformed Matthew 17:2 

II Cor. 3:18 

I Peter 2:5 

{μετεμορφώθη } 
 

μεταμορφόομαι 
“to take on form” (especially in the womb).  

The only NT instance is in,  

where the growth of Christ in believers 

 is compared to development in the womb.  

This growth is an ongoing process,  

both open and secret, and both a gift and  

a task,  with maturity as the goal. 

Gal. 4:19 
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metamorpho [to transform] 

 
Kittel, Gerhard, and Friedrich, Gerhard, Editors, The Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, 

Abridged in One Volume, (Grand Rapids, Michigan: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company) 1985. 

 

• See Romans 12:2 

 
• 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 

the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern 

what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and 

perfect.  
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Prophecy - To interpret 

Scripture correctly and 

apply its message of 

Law and                          

Gospel to the needs of 

man in a public 

situation. (Forth telling 

rather than fore-

telling") 
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Pastoring   

 

- To shepherd, counsel, 

and encourage believers 

in their Christian  walk 

and give them food from 

God's Word and through 

the Sacraments. 
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Teaching - To explain 

God's Word in such a 

way that it brings 

understanding, 

knowledge, faith and 

application. 
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.Word of Wisdom - To have 

insight and understanding 

about life situations which 

practical perception does not 

see or                                     

comprehend. This gift also 

gives the person the ability 

to apply or use Godly 

knowledge. (applying  God's 

will from Scripture - not by 

human effort or reason or 

subjectivism) 
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Exhortation - To 

encourage, comfort, 

and admonish others to 

pursue a certain course 

of action,  always with a 

perspective to the 

future, always with an 

eye to what the bible 

teaches. 
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Discernment - To know the 

scriptures well enough with 

assurance to know whether 

certain behavior purported to 

be from God is in reality 

divine or from some demonic 

source. 
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Giving - To 

contribute one's 

material resources 

to the Lord's work 

with liberality and 

cheerfulness. 
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Helps - To invest one's 

talents and gifts in such a 

way as to free others 

from time consuming 

tasks that keep them 

from using effectively 

their Spiritual gift. 
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Missionary  - To 

minister the Gospel 

in a different culture. 

 
 



129 

Evangelist - To share the 

Gospel with unbelievers 

so that they become 

disciples of Jesus Christ                            

and responsible 

members of His church. 
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Hospitality - To have 

special love for 

strangers and guests 

and to provide an open 

house and a                             

warm welcome for those 

in need of food or 

lodging. 
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Leadership - To give 

direction in worth while 

endeavors in such a way 

that people follow and goals 

are accomplished to God's 

glory. 
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Administration - To 

understand clearly the 

goals and objectives of a 

certain part of Christ's 

Body and to develop and 

execute effective plans 

for accomplishing those 

goals. 
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Craftsmanship - To 

be able to work 

skillfully with one's 

hands to produce 

practical and 

meaningful crafts 

for the building of 

the Body. 
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Healing - To serve as a 

human intermediary through 

whom it please God to 

restore health apart                       

from natural means. 
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Music -To have a 

special ability in 

musical media to 

convey the Gospel 

meaningfully and 

lead others in 

worship. 
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Intercession - To pray for 

extended periods of time 

on a regular basis and see 

frequent and specific 

answers to these prayers - 

more so than the "average 

Christian". 
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Service - To identify 

the unmet needs 

involved in a task 

related to God's work 

and make use of  

available resources to 

meet those needs. 
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Apostle - To exercise 

leadership, as sent 

out by God, over a 

number of churches, 

especially desirous of 

sharing the Gospel 

that they receive. 
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Celibacy - To remain 

single and enjoy it; to 

remain unmarried and 

not suffer undue sexual  

temptation. 
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 Exorcism - To have 

special God-given power 

to serve as His go 

between to cast out 

demons in the name of 

and by the power of 

Jesus Christ. 
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Faith - To demonstrate 

an heroic trust and 

confidence in the 

power of God to reveal 

Himself in 

extraordinary ways that 

seem impossible to 

man. (Never out side 

the means of grace) 
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Martyrdom - To undergo 

suffering for the faith, 

even to the point of 

death while displaying a 

consistently joyous and 

victorious attitude that 

glorifies God. 
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Miracles To serve as a human 

go between (for God) through 

whom it pleases God to 

perform powerful acts that 

alter the ordinary course of 

nature. 
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Preaching - To declare 

the Good News of 

God's Word to 

believer’s in a public 

worship or venue  for 

their admonition and 

growth in faith and life. 
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Tongues - To, 1)  speak 

to God in a language 

never learned, and 2), to 

communicate a  

message from God to 

His people through a 

language never learned. 
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Interpretation of Tongues 

- To make known in a 

language that is 

understood the message 

of one  who speaks in a 

tongues. 
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Voluntary Poverty - 

extreme example of 

"giving" 
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Writing - to 

communicate the 

message of God 

clearly in written form 

for conversion and /or 

spiritual growth in the 

readers. 
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Stewardship – The Environment 

• All thoughtful people want:  

– Clean Air 

– Clean Water 

– Healthy Environment 
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Stewardship – The Environment 

• We are to be care takers of God’s 

creation. Adam was to work the ground in 

the garden of Eden.  
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Stewardship – The 

Environment 

• Global 

Warming 

Reduce to 

Normal Size. 

Then double 

click.  
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Stewardship – The Environment 

• Cap and Tax – Going to cost individuals 

up to $1,300 ea in energy taxes, forcing 

people to stop the use of carbon based 

energies. News Max. Com March 11, 

2009.  
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Cap and Tax based on 
faulty science, bad logic, 

and evolutionary 
assumptions. It assumes 

temperature change caused 
by human activity. 
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Stewardship – The Environment 

Global Warming – Environmental 

Change 

• Carbon Credits – Carbon 

Tax is a Fraud  
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Stewardship – The Environment 

Global Warming – Environmental 

Change 

[skeptic: person 

indisposed to 

accept popularity 

or 

authority as 

proving the truth 

of opinions.] 
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Stewardship – The Environment 

Global Warming – Environmental 

Change 
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Stewardship – The Environment 

Global Warming – Environmental 

Change 

The Bottom Line Is Simple 

Don’t fall for the “complexity” argument or accept vague 

answers. The climate is complex, but the only thing that 

matters here is whether adding more CO2 to the atmosphere 

will make the world much warmer. 

Everything hinges on this one question. If carbon dioxide is 

not emissions trading, and the Kyoto agreement are a waste 

of time and money. All of them divert resources away from 

things that matter—like finding a cure for cancer or feeding 

Somali babies. Having a real debate is the best thing for the 

environment.  


