


 by Pastor Dan Domke 

A Pastor’s Class 

Spring Board to Life 



What is Christianity? 

• Christianity is the life and 

salvation God has given 

in and through Jesus 

Christ.[1] 
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What is Christianity? 

•  1. John 14:6 “I am the way and the truth 

and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through Me.” 

  



What is Christianity? 

•   2.  John 17:3  “This is eternal life: that they 
may know You, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom You have sent.” 

•   



What is Christianity? 

•  3.  Acts 4:12 “Salvation is found in no one 

else, for there is no other name under heaven 

given to men by which we must be saved.” 

•   



What is Christianity? 

•  4.  Acts 11:26 “The disciples were 

called Christians first at Antioch.” 



What is Christianity? 

•    5 1 John 5:11–12 “God has 
given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 
He who has the Son has life; he who does not 
have the Son of God does not have life.” 

Note: Christianity was at first called “the 

Way” (Acts 9:2; 24:14, 22).[1] 



Lutheranism is based on Two 

Principles . . 

• The Formal Principle 

Justification 

Scripture 
Alone 

• The Material 
Principle 

 



More on the two principles of the 

Lutheran Church 

1) Formal Principle:  

Sola Scriptura – Scripture 

is the source and norm of 

all Christian Doctrine.  



The Two Principles of the  

 Lutheran Church 

2) Material Principle: Is the doctrine of 

‘Justification’, or by faith alone in what 

Christ has done on the cross, that we are 

saved. Justification is the central teaching 

of the scriptures.  

 



Spring Board to Life is A study about 

 the basic teachings 

      Of the Bible 

  

 

Our study begins with the  

bible, and then we continue 

the study by teaching the first 

ten chapters of Genesis. In 

both sections of the study we 

will discover whom the God of 

Creation and Redemption is 

and that He really exists. 



Spring Board to Life  

• Is a discovery that 

God is real. That 

what the bible says 

is absolutely true. 

That God created 

everything. That 

Man sinned and 

broke the world.  

• That God acted in 

promising a Savior 

from eternal death. 

• And finally at the 

right time God sent 

His Son, Jesus 

Christ to die on the 

cross and rise 

again.  



 

The reality, power, and joy 

in this discovery will,  it is 

prayed,  achieve the goal of 

being led to understand that 

in Christ through ‘grace by 

faith’ our sin is forgiven and 

we are saved.  

The Joy of 

Discovery 



 

 

Introduction – To the Bible 

I.  The Uniqueness of the Bible 

A.  Written over a 1600 year span. 

 B.  Written over 60 generations 

 C.  Written by 40 plus authors: Kings, 

peasants, philosophers, fishermen, poets, 

statesmen, scholars, farmers, and 

herdsmen. 



 

 

Introduction – The Bible 

D.  Some of the author’s  

Moses - a political leader, trained at 

the University of Egypt.  

Peter - a Fisherman, Home Town 

Capernaum.  

Amos - a herdsman.  

Joshua - a military General.  



 

 

D. Some of the Authors 

Nehemiah - a cupbearer. 

Daniel - a prime minister.  

Luke - a doctor.  

Solomon - a king.  

Matthew - a tax collector. 

Authors Back Ground 



E.  The bible was written in different places. 

  
Moses wrote in the wilderness.  

Jeremiah wrote in a dungeon. 

Daniel on a hillside and in a palace. 

  Paul in a prison. 

Luke while doing research in 

Israel. 

John on the Island of Patmos.  

Joshua while on campaigns. 

Places of Writing 



F. Written on three different continents.   

1.  Asia   

2.  Africa  

3. Europe  

G. The bible was written in three languages. 

1. The Old Testament in Hebrew.  

2. The common language of all the Old 

Testament times.  2 Kings 18:26-28 

Continents 



2 Kings 18:26-28 

 

• 26 Then Eliakim son of Hilkiah, and Shebna and Joah said 

to the field commander, “Please speak to your servants in 

Aramaic, since we understand it. Don’t speak to us in 

Hebrew in the hearing of the people on the wall.”  

• 27 But the commander replied, “Was it only to your master 

and you that my master sent me to say these things, and 

not to the men sitting on the… 

• 28 Then the commander stood and called out in Hebrew: 

“Hear the word of the great king, the king of Assyria! [1] 
•  

 



Where the Bible was written? Lands where the Bible was written. 

Roman Empire at the time of 

Jesus birth.  



Three languages: 

Hebrew 

Aramaic 

Greek (Koine) 



ם   11   ַמיִׁ ים ֵאת ַהשָּ א ֱאֹלהִׁ רָּ ית בָּ ֵראשִׁ בְּ
ֶרץ׃ אָּ ֵאת הָּ  וְּ

ֵני   2 ֹחֶשְך ַעל־פְּ ֹבהּו וְּ ה ֹתהּו וָּ תָּ יְּ ֶרץ הָּ אָּ הָּ וְּ
ם יִׁ ֵני ַהמָּ ַרֶחֶפת ַעל־פְּ ים מְּ רּוַח ֱאֹלהִׁ הֹום וְּ תְּ
 ׃

 Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia: with Westminster Hebrew 

Morphology. (1995). (Ge 1:12). Stuttgart: German Bible Society. 

 

Genesis 1:1-2 looks like this:  

Hebrew 

Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia, (Deutsche 

Bibelgesellschaft Stuttgart) 1990. 

 



2. The Old Testament and the New 

Testament have Aramaic. For example, 

Daniel 9:27 looks like this: 

Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia, (Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft Stuttgart) 1990. 

2

ד   7 בּוַע ֶאחָּ ים שָּ ַרבִׁ ית לָּ רִׁ יר בְּ בִׁ גְּ הִׁ וְּ
ַעל   ה וְּ חָּ נְּ ית ֶזַבח ּומִׁ בִׁ בּוַע ַישְּ י ַהשָּ ַוֲחצִׁ
ה   לָּ ַעד־כָּ ֹשֵמם וְּ ים מְּ ּקּוצִׁ ַנף שִׁ כְּ
ַתְך ַעל־ֹשֵמם ה תִׁ צָּ ֶנֱחרָּ וְּ
׃  

 Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia: with Westminster Hebrew Morphology. 

(1995). (Da 9:27). Stuttgart: German Bible Society. 



Aramaic 

3. Aramaic was a common language of the 

people during the 6th b.c. century and 

during Jesus day. 

 



 4.  The New Testament was written in Koine 

Greek. For example  

     John 1:1-2 looks like this:  

1 Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν ὁ λόγος, καὶ ὁ λόγος ἦν πρὸς τὸν θεόν, καὶ θεὸς ἦν ὁ λόγος. 

2οὗτος ἦν ἐν ἀρχῇ πρὸς τὸν θεόν. 

 Black, M., Martini, C. M., Metzger, B. M., & Wikgren, A. (1997). The Greek 

New Testament (Jn 1). Federal Republic of Germany: United Bible 

Societies. 

 



New Testament Greek was the 

international language of Jesus 

day. This language helped to 

spread the Gospel throughout the 

world. 

Pastoral Training in the LCMS – The 

Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

includes extensive teaching and training 

in the original languages for all pastors. 



II.  How the bible was prepared. 

 A.  Writing materials:   

1.  Papyrus - The English Word is Paper. It  grew   in    

shallow lakes in Egypt and Syria.   



2.  Papyrus – Was cut into thin pieces and laid side 

by side, vertically and then horizontally.   



II.  How the bible was prepared. 

 A.  Writing materials:   

3.  Parchment is a thin skin of sheep, goats, etc.  

Parchment  comes from the ancient city by the name 

of  Pergamum, in Asia Minor.  

Parchment is a thin material made from calfskin, 

sheepskin or goatskin. It’s most common use is as 

the pages of a book, codex or manuscript. It is 

distinct from leather in that parchment is not 

tanned, but stretched, scraped, and dried under 

tension, creating a stiff white, yellowish or 

translucent animal skin. The finer qualities of 

parchment are called vellum. It is very reactive 

with changes in relative humidity and is not 

waterproof. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calfskin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sheepskin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goatskin_(material)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Codex
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manuscript
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leather
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vellum
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Relative_humidity


II.  How the bible was prepared. 

 A.  Writing materials:   

4.  Vellum is calfskin, dyed purple, writing  was 

in either gold or silver. Oldest leather  Scrolls 

date 1500 B.C. 

Murex Brandans 

Source of Royal Purple 





5.  Other materials.  

a) Ostraca - unglazed pottery - potsherd. 

b) Stones  

c) Clay tablets - stylus used to write on  them,    

   They were then baked. Clay tablets would  last   

    the longest.    

d) Wax tablets - flat wood covered with  wax, a    

     metal stylus  Was used to write with. 

  



III. Forms of Ancient Books  

1)    Rolls or Scrolls - 144 long - most 20' to 35' long. 

2)    Codex or book form -  Christianity was main 

       reason for creation of Codex. 

3)     Division into chapters and verses. 

           When the bible was first written, there were  

            no separations between words, sentences, or  

            paragraphs. There were no chapters, or titles 

          over chapters.  

 



 

4. Look at your bibles, table of 

content, O.T. / N.T.  

 
The first divisions of the bible were in the 

Pentateuch, which are the first five books of 

the Bible, and which means five books. 

 a)  (Books) occurred in 586 B.C. 

 b)    250 AD - The Greek as divided into 

verses and Chapters. 

  c) 350 AD - Codex Vaticanus - chapter and 

verses. 



The different names of the Bible 
 

A. The word bible means "book". It is God's Word.  

B. There are a number of names given to the bible. 

    1) Book of Books 

    2) Holy Scriptures 

    3) The Scriptures 

    4) Holy writ 

    5) The Word of God 

    6) The sword of the Spirit. See Eph.. 6:17 

             II Thess.2:8, Hebrew 4:12D.  



The Nature and make up of the  

Bible. 

 

A. The Bible is God's revelation to 

man. 

    1) God tells us His will,  

see II Timothy 3:16 

    2) God tells us of Himself, what 

He is like, His nature.    

 

“All Scripture is breathed out 

by God and profitable for 

teaching, for reproof, for 

correction, and for training in 

righteousness,”  



The Nature and make up of 

the  Bible. 

B. The Bible has two parts. 

 1) Old – Testament and the New  

 - Testament 

2) B.C.   and   A.D. –  

3) B.C. means "Before Christ“.   

4) A.D. is (Anno Domini) which means 

"in the year of our Lord". 



The Nature and make up of the  

 

Bible. 

 C. The books of the Bible. 

 O.T.                                N.T. 

    5 Law                                   4 Gospels 

   12 History                       1 History 

    5 Poetry                       13 Pauline Epistles 

    5 Major Prophets            8 Gen. Epistles 

    12 Minor Prophets            1 Book of Prophecy 

      Total  39                             Total      27 

Jesus Christ is the link that joins the Old and New Testaments. 

And Jesus is the fulfillment of the Old and He begins the New. 

 

 



The Nature and make up of the  

Bible. 

 
D.  66 books in the Bible 

E.  How was the Bible written? 

      1. Holy Men wrote the bible –  

II Peter 1:21 

      2. The Bible is inspired II Timothy 

3:16   

  



Why do we call the Bible 

the  “Holy Scripture”? 

 
 

 

• The Bible is the “Holy Scripture” 
because God the Holy Spirit gave to 
His chosen writers the thoughts that 
they expressed and the words that 
they wrote (verbal inspiration).  

• Therefore, the Bible is God’s own 
Word and truth, without error 
(inerrancy).[1] 

(verbal inspiration) 

(inerrancy) 



 

1. God the Holy Spirit placed  

 the very thoughts and   

 words in their minds. 

2. Not given in a trance, -   

 (mechanical inspiration) 

 

Verbal Inspiration 



 The original Hebrew alphabet 
consisted only of consonants 
vowel signs and pronunciation 
currently accepted for biblical 
Hebrew were created by scholars 
known as Massoretes.  

 
Hebrew Old Testament 

The Massoretic Text 



The writing of vowels , separation of 
words, and paragraphs, done by 
numerous Hebrew scholars known as 
the Masoretes, is variously believed to 
have begun sometime between the 
2nd century BC and the 8th century 
AD, and to have been completed about 
1425 AD.  

The annotations consist chiefly in 
adding vowels to the text.  

ית  ֵראשִׁ בְּ  

Vowels 



There are fewer Old Testament 

manuscripts than new testament! 

 

This raises a question that must be 
answered. Why are there fewer O.T. 
Manuscripts than N.T.? The answer is 
quiet simple.  

 



First, the masorites, (scribes) held the 
bible in very high regard. 

By command of God they dared not 
add or take away from the text. No 
mistakes were allowed.  



When they copied a page of the bible 
they had to know how many letters 
were up one side and across the top of 
each page.  

In fact they knew how many letters 
were on each page.  

If they made any mistake the page 
was destroyed and they started over 
until it was absolutely perfect.  



Once an entire book was 
complete the old one was 
destroyed to prevent others 
who were not so concerned 
about accurate transmittal 
of God’s Word from copying 
and allowing errors into the 
text. 



Catechetical Witness 

 John 10:35 The 

Scripture cannot be broken. 

 12 Mark 8:38 If 

anyone is ashamed of Me and 

of My words in this adulterous 

and sinful generation, the Son 

of Man will be ashamed of him 

when He comes in His Father’s 

glory with the holy angels. 



Catechetical Witness 

•  13 John 14:26 The Counselor, the 
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in 
My name, will teach you all things and will 
remind you of everything I have said to 
you. 

•  14 Acts 24:14 I admit that I worship 
the God of our fathers as a follower of the 
Way, which they call a sect. I believe 
everything that agrees with the Law and 
that is written in the Prophets. 

 



Catechetical Witness 

• 2 Tim. 3:16–17 All Scripture is God-breathed 
and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting 
and training in righteousness, so that the man of 
God may be thoroughly equipped for every good 
work. 

•  16 2 Peter 1:21 Prophecy never had its 
origin in the will of man, but men spoke from 
God as they were carried along by the Holy 
Spirit. 

• Note: God gave the Old Testament in Hebrew 
and Aramaic and the New Testament in Greek. 
Errors in copying or translations are not part of 
the God-breathed (inspired) Scripture.[1] 



Archeological Evidences 

• Nelson Glueck, a scholar who 
specialized in ancient 
documents such as the Bible, 
remarked, “it can be stated 
categorically that no 
archaeological discovery has 
ever controverted a Biblical 
reference.”3 



Archeological Evidences 

• In other words, in every instance 
where the Bible could be checked-out 
historically against extra-biblical 
sources, the Bible has always been 
found accurate in what it reports. 
 

Now some Archeology 



View from Cypros  

The "City of Palms" 

spreads out on the 

west side of the 

Jordan River at 

825 feet below sea 

level.   The Old 

Testament site of 

Tell es-Sultan is in 

the distance and is 

the city Joshua 

destroyed. 

  In Jesus' day a new center had been constructed on the 

wadi banks in the foreground by the Hasmonean rulers 

and Herod the Great.  

 



    

Neolithic Tower  

Discovered and excavated by 

Kathleen Kenyon in her 

Trench I, the Neolithic tower 

was built and destroyed in 

Pre-Pottery Neolithic A, which 

Kenyon dated to 8000-7000 

B.C.  The 8m diameter tower 

stands 8m tall and was 

connected on the inside of a 

4m thick wall.   

On the basis of this discovery, archaeologists have claimed 

that Jericho is the "oldest city in the world."  Clearly such 

monumental construction reflects social organization and 

central authority. 



Sycamore Tree  

"Jesus entered 

Jericho and was 

passing through it. 

Now a man named 

Zacchaeus was 

there; he was a chief 

tax collector and was 

rich. He was trying to 

get a look at Jesus, 

but being a short 

man he could not 

see over the crowd.  So he ran on ahead and climbed up 

into a sycamore tree to see him, 

because Jesus was going to pass 

that way" (Luke 19:1-4, NET Bible).  

 

http://www.bible.org/


The mound, or ‘tell’ of Jericho 

was surrounded by a great 

earthen rampart, or 

embankment, with a stone 

retaining wall at its base.  

The retaining wall was some 

four to five meters (12–15 feet) 

high. On top of that was a mud 

brick wall two meters (six feet) 

thick and about six to eight 

meters (20–26 feet) high.4 

At the crest of the embankment 

was a similar mud brick wall 

whose base was roughly 14 

meters (46 feet) above the 

ground level outside the 

retaining wall (see diagram).  

http://www.answersingenesis.org/creation/v21/i2/jericho.asp


Archeological Evidences 

This is a canal in 

the Faiyyum called 

Bar Yusuf, 

meaning 

“Joseph’s Canal”. 

It was dug in the 

12th dynasty and 

may have been 

dug at Joseph’s 

orders.  



Archeological Evidences 

"Image courtesy of the Image 

Analysis Laboratory, NASA 

Johnson Space Center."  

Egypt: Faiyyum 

depression west of 

the Nile River near 

Cairo.  



 

 

  

 

 

The Pharaoh of Joseph’s day was probably 

Apepi, or Apopis, the last of the Hyksos 

kings. When the Egyptians over threw the 

Hykos, all signs and reference to Joseph 

was destroyed because the Egyptians 

hatred of the Hykos.  

Why is there little evidence 

 for Joseph in Archeology? 



A Pharaoh that did not know 

Joseph 

After the Israelites left Egypt the 

Egyptians rebelled and took back their 

country from the Hykos. 



Archeological Evidences 

In the Faiyyum 

the bricks used 

to build the 12th 

Dynasty 

pyramids  were 

made of mud 

bricks mixed 

with straw.  



Archeological Evidences 

On this stela 

Pharoah Merneptah 

tells how he drove 

the Libyans out of 

Egypt. As a 

footnote he says: 

“Israel is desolate, 

her seed is no 

more.”  



Archeological Evidences 

This is the only 

place in 

ancient Egypt 

where the 

name “Israel” 

has been 

found.  



Archeological Evidences - 

Hittites 

• Rameses’ son 
was Sethi 1 
fought against 
the Hittites. 



Archeological Evidences 

Trust Worthiness of the Bible 

Hittites - In 1906 the royal archives of the 

Hittites themselves were discovered in 

excavations at Boðazkale.  

Liberal scholars denied the existence 

prior to 1906.  
"Hittites," Microsoft® Encarta® Encyclopedia 2000. © 1993-1999 Microsoft 

Corporation. All rights reserved. 

 



Archeological Evidences- Hittites 

Their empire extended from the  

Black Sea in the north 

 

Black Sea 

 

to Damascus in the south.  

Damascus 



Archeological Evidences 
Hittite 

Chariot 

They had 

many light 

iron chariots 

that they 

could drive 

skillfully. 



Archeological Evidences 

And women 

enjoyed 

considerable 

equality. 



Archeological Evidences 

• Yet this great 
nation not only 
disappeared 
from history, it 
was lost and 
forgotten so 
completely that 
historians 
denied it ever 
existed. 



Archeological Evidences 

• Under these circumstances, the evidence 

in the bible text was ignored, even 

suspect, because it was the bible. 

There is great 

prejudice against  

the Bible 



Archeological Evidences 

• However the 
word 
“Hittite” 
appears  
46 times in 
the King 
James 
Version  
of the Bible. 



Archeological Evidences 

• Abraham 
bought a tomb 
from the sons 
of Heth 
(Hittites) to 
bury his wife 
Sarah. 
Genesis 
23:3,4  



Archeological Evidences 

• When Israel 
were about to 
occupy the 
promised land 
Moses told 
them to 
destroy 6 
nations the 
first of whom 
were the 
Hittites 
(Deuteronomy 
20:17) 



Archeological Evidences 

• Ebla -  ancient city of northern Syria, 

discovered in 1968 by the Italian 

archaeologist Paolo Matthiae at Tell Mardîkh. 

Found references to Abram as a trading 

partner!  

 

References on clay tablets – were receipts. 

3rd millennium BC  the time of Abraham. 

 Syria in the 2nd 

Millennium 



Archeological Evidences 

 Ruins at Ebla  



In 1964 Paulo 

Mathiae, a 23 year 

old archaeologist 

from Rome 

University, started 

excavating at a 

place called Tell 

Mardikh.  

Archeological Evidences 



Archeological Evidences 

After four 

years of 

digging, a 

sensational 

discovery. 

These steps 

led down  to 

a small 

room.  



Archeological Evidences 

• It had been a store 

room with shelves 

where these lines are. 

On these shelves had 

been thousands of 

clay tablets that had 

collapsed onto the 

floor when the city 

was burned. 



Archeological Evidences 

Some of 

the tablets 

were small.  



Archeological Evidences 

Some were 

large, but what 

caused the 

sensation was 

that several 

mentioned 

Ebla, proving 

that Tell 

Mardikh was 

indeed ancient 

Ebla. 



Archeological Evidences 

Also 

sensational 

was one tablet 

that said that 

Sargon of 

Akkad had 

paid tribute to 

Ebla, showing 

that Ebla was 

even stronger 

than Akkad.  



Archeological Evidences 

• Some tablets 

mentioned 

names like 

Abram.  



Archeological Evidences 

 

Tablet from Ebla. 

Stele from Ebla 



• The discovery of the Ebla 
archive in northern Syria in the 
1970s has shown the Biblical 
writings concerning the 
Patriarchs to be viable.  

• Documents written on clay 
tablets from around 2300 B.C. 
demonstrate that personal and 
place names in the Patriarchal 
accounts are genuine. 



• The name "Canaan" was in use in 

Ebla, a name critics once said 

was not used at that time and 

was used incorrectly in the early 

chapters of the Bible. The word 

"tehom" ("the deep") in Genesis 

1:2 was said to be a late word 

demonstrating the late writing of 

the creation story.  

 

"Tehom" was part of the 

vocabulary at Ebla, in use some 

800 years before Moses. Ancient 

customs reflected in the stories of 

the Patriarchs have also been 

found in clay tablets from Nuzi 

and Mari. 

 

 

http://christiananswers.net/bible/gen1.html
http://christiananswers.net/bible/gen1.html
http://christiananswers.net/dictionary/patriarch.html
http://christiananswers.net/dictionary/clay.html


Archeological Evidences 

Assyrian 

Emperor 

of 

Ninevah 



Archeological Evidences 

Assyrian Cruelty - Impailing 



Archeological Evidences 

Enemies 

were 

beheaded 

and piled 

up in 

heaps. 



Archeological Evidences 

• The lower 
panel here 
shows Jehu 
king of Israel 
kneeling before 
Shalmaneser. 

•  The historical 
account story 
of Jehu is told 
in 2 Kings 9-
10.  



Archeological Evidences 

• His son was  
Shamsi-Adad 5th 
824 BC. In his 
son’s day the 
prophet Jonah 
came to Nineveh 
saying, “40 days 
and Nineveh will 
be overthrown.” 
Jonah 3:4.  



Archeological Evidences 

• Is the bible accurate history? The 

interesting thing is that all the people in the 

bible are real people, living in real time and 

space. Even those we do not know, have 

been discovered, or remain to be 

discovered. 



Archeological Evidences 

• Other evidences that  

Shamsi-Adad 5th 824 BC. 

And the connection 

between Jonah and his 

prophecy against Nineveh 

Jonah 3:4.  



Archeological Evidences 

The Bible records 

that the Assyrian 

king Sennacherib 

heard that Pharaoh 

Tirhakah would 

make war with him 

(2 Kings 19:9)  



Archeological Evidences 

• Pharaoh Hophra of 

26 the dynasty made 

this stela in Memphis.  



Archeological Evidences 

The Bible 

predicted that 

he would be 

delivered to 

his enemies. 

Jeremiah 

44:30 

 
He was captured 

by the Egyptians 

and strangled to 

death.  



Archeological Evidences 

• The Bible predicted that Egypt would 

soon come to an end. Ezekiel 29:13. 

Nactenebo I was one of the last kings 

of Egypt. 



Historical Context 

• These historical references, places, 

names, and dates, all say the bible was 

written in a historical, real, context.  



Archeological Evidences 

• In 332 BC 
Alexander the 
Great invaded 
Egypt and, as the 
Bible predicted, 
there has been no 
Pharaoh since 
then.  
Ezekiel 30:13  



Prophetic Probabilities 



Over 300 (333) prophecies concerning 

Messiah all have come true in the person 

of Jesus Christ. 

29 prophecies came true in one 24 hour 

period concerning his suffering and death. 

If just eight came true for one person, the 

probability of it coming true is 1 in 10(17th). 

That is one with 17 0’s behind it.  

1 in 

10(17th).  

 See note below.  

Biblical Trustworthiness 

Prophecies concerning the Messiah 

demonstrate a divine origin. 



To understand the number, if you 

take one silver dollar to 1017  you 

cover the state of Texas in two feet 

of silver dollars.  



Archeological Evidences 
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John the Baptist - - 



Archeological Evidences 

 

John the Baptist - - 

The cave 

contained carvings 

said to depict John 

the Baptist 
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John the Baptist - - Cave 
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John the Baptist - - 



Archeological Evidences 

 

John the Baptist - - 

Worshippers are 

believed to have 

had their feet 

anointed here 



Archeological Evidences 

 

John the Baptist - - Cave 



Archeological Evidences 

Capernaum (Capharnaum, Kfar Nahum)  

Nahum's town  
• In the winter of 1986, a 

drought brought the Sea 
of Galilee to its lowest 
level in memory.  

Late in January 1986, 

between the ancient 

harbors of Gennesar 

and Magdala, local 

residents made the 

chance discovery of a 

boat's oval outline in 

the muddy lake bed.  

http://www.christiananswers.net/dictionary/nahum.html
http://christiananswers.net/dictionary/magdala.html


Archeological 

Evidences 

 

Capernaum Boat 

Archaeologists, called 

to examine the still 

unexcavated vessel, 

announced it was the 

first ancient ship ever 

found in the Sea of 

Galilee.  



Archeological Evidences 

 

Capernaum Boat 
They suggested that it was built and used 

between 100 B.C. and 100 A.D. - the time of 
Jesus. But did Jesus actually sleep here (Mark 
4:37)? The boat is 26 1/2 feet long, 7 1/2 feet 
wide and 4 1/2 feet high. It was probably of the 
Sea of Galilee's largest class of ships. Fore and 
aft sections were most likely decked and it 
probably had a mast, meaning it could be both 
sailed and rowed.  

 

http://christiananswers.net/bible/mark4.html
http://christiananswers.net/bible/mark4.html
http://christiananswers.net/bible/mark4.html
http://christiananswers.net/bible/mark4.html




 



 



 



       In 1947 Jum’a, a shepherd of 

             the Ta’amireh tribe of the 
nomadic Bedouins, discovered ancient 
scrolls rolled up in leather and cloth in a 
cave to the northwest of the Dead Sea 
in the Qumrân Valley.   

 

The Dead Sea Scrolls 





Qumran. The entrance to the cave 

in the marl steps near the north-

western shore of the Dead Sea 

where, in 1947, a Bedouin boy 

found scrolls in a clay jar, 

apparently hidden during the Great 

Revolt against Rome. Preserved by 

the dryness of the desert, the Dead 

Sea Scrolls provide a rich, 

fascinating source for the 

understanding of the streams in 

Jewish sacred literature and the 

Messianic thought at the beginning 

of Christianity. 

Isachar, Hanan, Images of the Holy Land, 

(Herzlia, Israel: Apogee Press) 1997. 

 



A remarkable archaeological find, the 
scrolls formed the first part of a 
collection of Hebrew and Aramaic 
manuscripts that were discovered in 
quick succession after Jum’a’s original 
find.  

These ancient texts, which include the 
Book of Isaiah in its entirety and 
fragments from all other books of the 
Old Testament except for the Book of 
Esther, turned out to be more than 
1000 years older than any other 
known Hebrew texts.  

Douglas Burrows/Liaison Agency[1] 

 

 





The oldest Hebrew text we had 
was from about 1100 AD.  

The leather, metal and papyrus 
scrolls, which survive in varying 
states of preservation, came to 
light in a series of 
archaeological finds that began 
in 1947.  

Dead Sea Scrolls 



Paleographic evidence 
indicates that most of the 
documents were written at 
various dates between about 
200BC and AD68 (see 
Paleography).  

Archaeological evidence 
further supports the latter 
date, since excavations at 
the site establish that it was 
sacked in AD68. 





One example that will serve to make the 
point of reliability is that of the Isaiah 
scroll. Isaiah Scroll was written on animal-skin 

panels sewn together with linen thread (seams 

are visible on the left side of the unrolled portion). 

The Biblical World in Pictures Sample. 2004; 

2004. Biblical Archaeology Society, little 

change took place in the text over a 
thousand years, except for a few letters in 
one word. The word was ‘light’ in Isaiah 
53:11. This brings to mind what Jesus 
said, that not one jot or tittle shall of my 
word be lost or changed. 

  



The smallest letter  “Not one jot 

or tittle”:  The jot is the smallest 

letter of the Hebrew Alpha bet.  

Not even the jot will be lost in 

terms of how God preserves 

His Word.    



Here is a comparison of the first 

letter of the Hebrew alpha Bet and 

the jot. It is the  Ah-leph and the    

Yohd: א and  י this is the Word of 

God preserved by God 

Himself.  Matthew 5:18 

 

18 I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the 

smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means 

disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. [1] 
 

[1]The New International Version, (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House) 1984. 



THE ISAIAH SCROLL  

"So he came to Nazareth . . . and went to synagogue on the 

Sabbath day as he regularly did. He stood up to read the 

lesson and was handed the scroll of the prophet Isaiah. He 

opened the scroll and found the passage which says: The 

spirit of the Lord is upon me . . ." (Luke 4:16-18)  



The best-preserved scroll from Cave 1 is the 

complete scroll of the Book of Isaiah, all 66 

chapters of it. This is also the longest document 

(23.5 feet) from any of the caves The Biblical World 

in Pictures Sample. 2004; 2004. Biblical 

Archaeology Society 

One of the remarkable 

characteristics of this scroll 

was that, although it was 

written as early as 125 to 

100 B.C.E., the text differs 

very little from the 

Masoretic Hebrew text (the 

textus receptus in Jewish 

tradition) as it was 

previously known from 

manuscripts written 1,000 

years later. The Biblical 

World in Pictures Sample. 

2004; 2004. Biblical 

Archaeology Society 



The Isaiah Scroll (Manuscript 

A) was one of the first group of 

seven scrolls found in Cave I at 

Qumran, and it is the only one, 

out of the approximately 200 

biblical scrolls discovered, to be 

found in its entirety.  



Isaiah, who lived in the 

eighth century BC, was one 

of the greatest classical 

prophets of the First Temple 

period and a popular, 

venerated figure in Second 

Temple times.  

 



Solomon’s Temple – The First 

Temple 



Herod’s Temple – The 

Second Temple:During 

the time of Jesus.  



Isaiah, also held a central place in 

the life of the Dead Sea sect, 

because of his prophecies 

concerning redemption and the 

End of Days. In addition, the book 

of Isaiah plays a key role in the 

New Testament, particularly in the 

Gospels, since  many of his 

prophecies are proof of Jesus' 

identity as the messiah. 

 



Why were the dead sea 

 scrolls hidden in caves? 

• The Qumran sect, was threatened by General 
Titus as much as was Jerusalem in 70 A.D. 

 

• See Matthew 24:1-2; Especially, Luke 19:41-44 



The Scriptorium - On the basis of inkwells and "writing 

benches" found in this room, archaeologists have 

suggested that the second story room of this building 

was the place where scrolls were copied. 



The Scriptorium 

 

• No scrolls were found in this 
room or in the ruins of the site 
itself.  But the same type of 
unique pottery was found both 
on site and in the caves with 
the scrolls, helping to connect 
the two places. 

 





The Dining Room 

• This long room was used for 
communal meals.  Three rows of 
tables were apparently in place 
where the Qumranites ate in 
silence.    

 

• In the next room over, more than 
1000 complete vessels were 
found including 708 cups, 210 
plates and 108 salad bowls.  All 
of these were serving vessels as 
they were never fired. 



Jesus said, the Temple would be 

destroyed with Jerusalem 

• Titus, Flavius Vespasianus Roman Emperor 
(79-81 CE), son of Vespasianus, who 
accompanied his father in his operations in 
Galilee, captured Josephus, in 70 CE as the head 
of the Roman army conquered Jerusalem and 
destroyed the Second Temple. Titus allegedly had 
decided to preserve the Temple, but after a 
soldier threw a burning torch into the court, failed 
to make his army exringuish the fire.  

• Source: Bible Places.com 

http://mosaic.lk.net/glossary.html
http://mosaic.lk.net/glossary.html
http://mosaic.lk.net/glossary.html


Jesus said, the Temple would 

 be destroyed with Jerusalem 

• Vespasian, Titus Flavius  

• (c. 9-79 CE) - Roman general appointed as a 
commander of the army with the duty of 
crushing the Jewish Revolt. Suppressed the 
resistance in Galilee, then proclaimed the 
Roman Emperor in 69 CE and appointed his 
son Titus as a commander.  
 

http://mosaic.lk.net/glossary.html


THE BURIAL CAVE OF CAIAPHAS   

The New Testament refers to the High 

Priest Caiaphas. Records of the Temple of 

Jerusalem where destroyed and history has 

not been able to verify that Caiaphas, like 

Christ, ever existed. If assume you can’t 

trust the bible. However….. 

1,950 years after the crucifixion of Jesus, a 

public works project in Jerusalem building 

a water park in November 1990 

accidentally uncovered an ancient burial 

cave.  



The inscription in the burial chamber 

was that of the Caiaphas family. The 

Caiaphas name had only been 

mentioned in the New Testament and by 

Flavius Josephus, no Jewish records 

have been found with Caiaphas' name 

linked to being the high priest.  

 



Christ Before 

Caiaphas 

1308-11 

Tempera on wood, 

45,5 x 53,5 cm 

Museo dell'Opera 

del Duomo, Siena 

 

Ossuary of Joseph Caiaphas 

The remains of a 60-year-old man were found in the 

burial cave that are the High Priest Caiaphas. The 

inscription on his craved ossuary was the name Yehosef 

bar Qafa (Joseph, son of Caiaphas). Coins found in the 

cave were bronze minted in 42/43 (C.E.) during the 

reign of Herod Agrippa I.  

 

http://www.kfki.hu/~arthp/art/d/duccio/buoninse/maesta/verso_2/verso10.jpg


Caiaphas was high priest for 

18 years, A.D. 18-36. He most 

likely gained the position by 

marrying the daughter of 

Annas, head of a powerful 

high-priestly clan (John 

18:13). Caiaphas is infamous 

as the leader of the 

conspiracy to crucify Jesus. 

 

http://christiananswers.net/dictionary/caiaphas.html
http://christiananswers.net/dictionary/annas.html
http://christiananswers.net/bible/john18.html
http://christiananswers.net/bible/john18.html
http://christiananswers.net/dictionary/caiaphas.html
http://christiananswers.net/dictionary/jesus.html


The New Testament, on the other 
hand, is the best-attested text that 
survives from the Greco-Roman 
world. Complete and nearly 
complete New Testament 
manuscripts date from the first 
century, and numerous existing 
fragments were probably copied 
within a 25 years of the original 
composition of the text. 

New Testament Preservation 

 



Evidence of  the truth concerning 
the New Testament 

  

THE HIGH PRIEST AND THE ROMAN 

PROCURATOR  

 

"As soon as morning came, the chief 

priests, having made their plan with the 

elders and lawyers . . . put Jesus in 

chains; then they led him away and 

handed him over to Pilate." (Mark 15:1) 

 



Two of the major 

figures in the story of 

the trial and 

crucifixion of Jesus 

are directly 

represented by these 

two exhibits.  



The first is an ornate ossuary, in 

which were interred the bones of 

Caiaphas the High Priest who, as 

related in the Gospels, was 

involved in the arrest of Jesus and, 

together with the elders and 

scribes, handed him over to the 

Romans.  

 



Ossuary of Caiaphas the High 

Priest  



The name "  Caiaphas on the -" קפא

Ossuary, the Israel Museum, Jerusalem 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israel_Museum


The second exhibit is a stone with a 

dedicatory inscription to the emperor 

Tiberius that mentions Pontius Pilate, 

the Roman procurator of Judea who 

sentenced Jesus to death by 

crucifixion. 





Caesarea, Israel 

New Testament 

Period 

Pontius Pilate, (26-37 

AD) 

Limestone, inscribed 

82.0 cm H, 65.0 cm W 

Building Dedication 

4 Lines of Writing 

(Latin) 

Date of Discovery: 

1961 

Israel Museum 

(Jerusalem) 

AE 1963 no. 104 

 

 



It reads: 

 

 Line 

One:  TIBERIEUM,, Line 

Two:  (PON) TIUS Line 

Three:  (PRAEF) ECTUS 

IUDA (EAE) 

 

 



  CRUCIFIXION AND 

DEATH  

 ". . . there they crucified him, and with him 

two others, one on either side . . ." (John 

19:18) 

Another 

C:/Documents and Settings/Rev. Dan Domke/My Documents/Work I/My Resources/Research Li brary/4B - Theology Four N.T. Studies/Archeology/Heel bone pierced by an iron nail.doc




Based on the evidence see 

what Time Magazine said 

has come true.   

 





The number of 

manuscripts attest to 

the reliability of the 

Bible.  









The Number of Manuscripts 

Seven copies of 

Plato’s Tetralogies 

Plato 



The Number of Manuscripts 

Ten copies of Caesar’s 

Gallic wars 

 

Plato Caesar 



The Number of Manuscripts 

Plato Caesar Homer 

643 copies of 

Homer’s Iliad 



Plato Caesar Homer 

5366 copies of 

New Testament! 

New 

Testament 

The Number of 

Manuscripts 

24,000 if you 

count the non-

greek texts.  



The more manuscripts you 

have the easier it is to 

establish what the original 

said.  

Further, the more the bible is 

compared to other literature, 

the more we are sure the 

bible is reliable.  



The Bible is superior to 

other books of the day 

in terms of the time 

that lapsed between its 

original writing and the 

oldest copy. 



60 BC 

Caesar’s 

Gallic Wars 

A. D.  

Written in  



Caesar’s 

Gallic Wars 

60 BC 

A span of almost a 1000 years 

900 A. D. 

Oldest Copy 



Plato’s 

Tetralogies 

400 B.C. 

Written in 

A. D. 



400 B.C. 900 A. D. 

A span of about 1300 years 

Plato’s  

Tetralogies 

Oldest Copy 



Homer’s 

Iliad 

900 B.C. A. D.  

Written in 



Homer’s  

Iliad 

900 B.C. 400 B.C. 

A span of 500 years 

Oldest Copy 

A.D. 



B.C. 

The New 

Testament 

50-90 A.D.  

Completed 



A span of about 75 to 150 years with some fragments only 

having a 25 year span.  

B. C.  125 A. D. to 200 A.D. 

Oldest 

Copies 

The New  

Testament 



No. of 

AUTHOR When Written Earliest Copy Time Span Copies 

Caesar 100–44 b.c. a.d. 900 1,000 yrs. 10 

Livy 59 b.c.–a.d.17 20 

Plato (Tetralogies) 427–347 b.c. a.d. 900 1,200 yrs. 7 

Tacitus (Annals) a.d.100 a.d. 1100 1,000 yrs. 20(-) 

also minor works a.d. 100 a.d. 1000 900 yrs. 1 

Pliny the Younger (History) a.d. 61–113 a.d. 850 750 yrs. 7 

Thucydides (History) 460–400 b.c. a.d. 900 1,300 yrs. 8 

Suetonius (De Vita Caesarum) a.d. 75–169 a.d. 950 800 yrs. 8 

Herodotus (History) 480–425 b.c. a.d. 900 1,300 yrs. 8 

Horace 900 yrs. 

Sophocles 496–406 b.c. a.d. 1000 1,400 yrs. 193 

Lucretius Died 55 or 53 b.c. 1,100 yrs. 2 

Catullus 54 b.c. a.d. 1550 1,600 yrs. 3 

Euripides 480–406 b.c. a.d. 1100 1,500 yrs. 9 

Demosthenes 383–322 b.c. a.d. 1100 1,300 yrs. 200
*
 

Aristotle 384–322 b.c. a.d. 1100 1,400 yrs. 49
†
 

Aristophanes 450–385 b.c. a.d. 900 1,200 yrs. 10 

From Josh McDowell, Evidence That Demands a Verdict, rev. ed. (San Bernardino, CA: Here’s Life, 1979), 42. 



WORK When 

Written 

Earliest Copy Time Span Copies 

Homer (Iliad) 900 b.c. 400 b.c. 500 yrs. 643 

New 

Testament 
a.d. 40–

100 

a.d. 125 25 yrs. 24,000
†
 

What is significant about all this? Simply this: In the case of the 

New Testament Gospels, unlike other ancient works, whether 

secular or religious, not enough time elapsed between the time 

Jesus spoke and when His words were recorded to allow for 

misrepresentation or the development of legendary material about 

Him.  



Nor has enough time elapsed between the 

autographs and existing translations to 

allow significant transmission errors or 

tampering. We can be certain, therefore, 

that the New Testament Gospels 

accurately record the sayings of Jesus 

and the events in His life.  
 
From Josh McDowell, Ibid., 43.Story, D. 1997. Defending your faith. Originally published: Nashville : 

T. Nelson, c1992. Kregel Publications: Grand Rapids, MI 

 



All this evidence proves that the 

Bible is clearly the most trustworthy 

historical document from antiquity. A 

comparison with other ancient 

manuscripts demonstrate that the 

Bible is far more factual, accurate, 

and truthful than any other ancient 

document. 

 Story, D. 1997. Defending your faith. Originally published: Nashville : T. Nelson, c1992. Kregel Publications: Grand Rapids, MI 



See I Corinthians 2:13, I Peter 

3:15, Romans 16:22 
 

3. Each man who wrote – his personality comes through, 

 his thought processes can  

be recognized, etc. yet still inspired. 

2. Not given in a trance, - mechanical inspiration). 

1. God placed the very thoughts and words in their minds. 

 A last look at  -Verbal Inspiration     

S.C. page 48 question 3.  



Note: Tertius wrote Romans. 

Paul dictated to Tertius who 

was Paul's secretary.   

So in Romans, Tertius's style 

of writing comes out as well as 

St. Paul's style of speech. 

     4. Luke 1:3, Luke did 

research.  



 

II Timothy 3:16  

 The bible is Gods Word: True, 

Clear and perfect. No mistakes, 

inerrant – infallible – inspired 

and revealed. 

 

 



• 1. The Bible is infallible 

• 2.  The Bible, in its entirety, has 

no mistakes. Specifically, in its 

original autographs it is without 

errors. In Psalm 19:7 the Bible 

says of itself, “The law of the 

Lord is perfect.” It is flawless 

because it was authored by 

God—and He is flawless.  



• 3. Therefore, if God wrote 
the Bible, and if He is the 
ultimate authority, and if His 
character is flawless, then 
the Bible is flawless and is 
the ultimate authority.  

• 4. The fact that God is 
perfect demands that the 
original autograph, the 
original giving of the Word of 
God, must also be perfect.  



• 5. So, the Bible is infallible, and 
that’s the first reason to study it; it 
is the only Book that never makes 
a mistake—everything it says is 
the truth. 

• 6. Not only is it infallible, but 
there’s a second word we use in 
describing the Bible, and that 
is:[1] 

•  
[1]MacArthur, Jr., John F., How to 
Study the Bible, (Chicago, IL: 
Moody Press) 1997. 

 

 



• 7. The Bible is inerrant 

• The Bible is not only infallible in total, 
but inerrant in its parts. In Proverbs 
30:5–6 it says, “Every word of God is 
pure.…  Add thou not unto his words, 
lest he reprove thee, and thou be found 
a liar.” So every Word of God is pure 
and true. 

 

• 8. The Bible is not only infallible and 
inerrant, but the bible is complete. [1] 

•  
[1]MacArthur, Jr., John F., How to Study 
the Bible, (Chicago, IL: Moody Press) 
1997. 



II Timothy 3:16 All Scripture is 

God-breathed and is useful for 

teaching, rebuking, correcting and 

training in righteousness,  17 so that 

(purpose clause) the man of God 

may be thoroughly equipped for 

every good work. [1] 

 

[1]The New International Version, (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan 

Publishing House) 1984. 



What constitutes All Scripture? 

The answer lies in both 

testaments. 

Ephesians 2:20 

 

Foundation 

Apostles 

N.T.  

Prophets 

O.T. 

Christ 

Gen. to Rev 

See 

Defense 

Of the 

Bible by Rev.  

Dan Domke 

 



2 Samuel 23:2 “The Spirit of the 

LORD spoke through me; his word 

was on my tongue.  

Old Testament example 

Mark 12: 36 David himself, speaking by 

the Holy Spirit, declared...’  John 17:20  

“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray 

also for those who will believe in me 

through their message,  



Stela 

with  

King  

David’s 

Name  

on 

it  

David  

really  

existed. 

C:/Documents and Settings/Rev. Dan Domke/My Documents/Work I/My Resources/Research Li brary/4A  - Theology Four - O.T.  Studies/Old Testament/Archeology/House of David - on victory stele, Tel Dan, 9th century BCE.bmp




Another view of the Tel Dan Stele 



How do we read the bible? 

 

1.    Remember it is a Divine Book, 

God wrote it. 

2.    As with God in all things, sinful 

man under grace submits his will and 

reason to the Lord, and to that of 

Holy Scripture.  

 



     3. We do not set our reason aside, 

but use it, until reason runs into 

conflict with God’s word. Then and 

only then do we set reason below the 

authority of the bible. 

     4.    Sin affects our reason, thus we 

cannot trust it.  

     5.    That is why we read the bible 

and interpret it on the basis of the 

“Analogy of Faith”.  



We let the clear word 

interpret those passages we 

cannot understand.  

 

“Analogy of 

Faith” 



G. Purpose of the Bible  

 

3.    To Tell us what God did for 

        us. 

2.    To Tell us about ourselves. 
 

1.    To Introduce us to God. 



5.    A sign Post - to point us to the 

      Cross.  

4.   To make us Christians 



6.    The way to God is only through Jesus; 

you'll never get to God or heaven by setting 

on the sign post or never reading it. The bible 

is the only source of information to direct us 

to God. 

7.    The way to heaven in Christ. 

8.     To teach us. II Timothy 3:16   Doctrine 

means, "teaching".  

9.    Christian doctrine is what is taught in the 

Bible and in the Christian Church. 


