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Second Sunday of Easter  -  April 7, 2024  -  8:00 AM worship service 
 
Divine Service Setting One with Communion 

 
480 He’s Risen, He’s Risen 

1 He’s risen, He’s risen, Christ Jesus, the Lord; 
He opened death’s prison, the_incarnate, true Word. 
Break forth, hosts of heaven, in jubilant song 
And earth, sea, and mountain their praises prolong. 

 
2 The foe was triumphant when on Calvary 

The Lord of creation was nailed to the tree. 
In Satan’s domain did the hosts shout and jeer, 
For Jesus was slain, whom the evil ones fear. 

 
3 But short was their triumph; the Savior arose, 

And death, hell, and Satan He vanquished, His foes. 
The conquering Lord lifts His banner on high; 
He lives, yes, He lives, and will nevermore die. 

 
4 O, where is your sting, death? We fear you no more; 

Christ rose, and now open is fair Eden’s door. 
For all our transgressions His blood does atone; 
Redeemed and forgiven, we now are His own. 
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(stand) 
 5 Then sing your hosannas and raise your glad voice; 

Proclaim the blest tidings that all may rejoice. 
Laud, honor, and praise to the Lamb that was slain: 
With Father and Spirit He ever shall reign. 

Text: C. F. W. Walther, 1811–87, abr.; tr. Anna M. Meyer, 1867–1941, alt. 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004860 

 
 

8:00 am Service - Reception of Members by Profession of Faith 
 
P Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to His apostles: “Whoever 

confesses Me before men, I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. 
But whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny before My Father who is in 
heaven.” Lift up your hearts, therefore, to the God of all grace and joyfully give 
answer to what I now ask you in the name of the Lord. 

  
P Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge the 

gifts that God gave you in your Baptism? 
R Yes, I do. 
  

P Do you renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways? 
R Yes, I renounce them. 
  
P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, in Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord, 

and in the Holy Spirit? 
R Yes, I believe in God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
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P Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the inspired Word of 

God and the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, drawn from them and 
confessed in the Small Catechism, to be faithful and true? 

R I do. 
  
P Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s Supper faithfully? 
R I do, by the grace of God. 
  
P Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, and deed to 

remain true to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death? 
R I do, by the grace of God. 
  
P Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church and to suffer all, 

even death, rather than fall away from it? 
R I do, by the grace of God. 
  
P Do you desire to become a member of this congregation? 
R I do. 
  
P Will you support the work our gracious Lord has given this congregation with your 

prayers and the gifts God has given you? 
R I will, with the help of God. 
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P Upon this your confession of faith, I acknowledge publicly that you are members of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church and of this congregation. Receive the Lord’s 
Supper and participate with us in all the blessings of salvation that our Lord has 
given to His Church, in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 
P Let us pray. 

Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your great goodness in 
bringing these Your sons and daughters to the knowledge of Your Son, our Savior, 
Jesus Christ, and enabling them both with the heart to believe and with the mouth 
to confess His saving name. Grant that by Your Word and Spirit they may continue 
steadfast in the one true faith in the fellowship of this congregation as together we 
await the day when all who have fought the good fight of faith shall receive the 
crown of righteousness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

The pastor may extend the right hand of fellowship, greeting each by name. The rite 
concludes with the following blessing: 

 
P The grace of our  Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
C Amen. 
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The new members return to their places. 
 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 
P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 
in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
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P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Service of the Word 
 
 

Introit Psalm 105:1–5, 8; antiphon: 1 Peter 2:2–3 
Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to 
salvation— 
 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name; 
 make known his deeds among the peoples! 
Sing to him, sing praises to him; 
 tell of all his wondrous works! 
Glory in his holy name; 
 let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice! 
Seek the LORD and his strength; 
 seek his presence continually! 
Remember the wondrous works that he has done, 
 his miracles, and the judgments he uttered. 
He remembers his covenant forever, 
 the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations. 
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to 
salvation— 
 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
 
 

Kyrie LSB 152 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to 

the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
 



8 

This Is the Feast LSB 155 
C This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be 
people of God. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
  
For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. 
  
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection may by 
Your grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; 
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 
 
 

First Reading Acts 4:32–35 
 32The full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said 
that any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in 
common. 33And with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34There was not a 
needy person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses sold 
them and brought the proceeds of what was sold 35and laid it at the apostles’ feet, 
and it was distributed to each as any had need. 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual adapt. from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6 
Christ has risen from the dead. 
 [God the Father] has crowned him with glory and honor. 
He has given him dominion over the works of his hands; 
 he has put all things under his feet. 
 
 

Epistle 1 John 1:1—2:2 
 1That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with 
our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the 
word of life— 2the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and 
proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to 
us— 3that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too 
may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his 
Son Jesus Christ. 4And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 
 5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, 
and in him is no darkness at all. 6If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk 
in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7But if we walk in the light, as he is in 
the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son 
cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say we have not sinned, we make 
him a liar, and his word is not in us. 
 1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if 
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 
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2He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the 
whole world. 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 
C Alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 20:19–31 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 19On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where 
the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said 
to them, “Peace be with you.” 20When he had said this, he showed them his hands 
and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to 
them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending 
you.” 22And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive 
the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold 
forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.” 
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 24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus 
came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 
them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the 
mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 
 26Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my 
hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 
28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you 
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have believed.” 
 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not 
written in this book; 31but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 

Children’s Sermon 
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472 These Things Did Thomas Count as Real 
1 These things did Thomas count as real: 

The warmth of blood, the chill of steel, 
The grain of wood, the heft of stone, 
The last frail twitch of flesh and bone. 

 
2 The vision of his skeptic mind 

Was keen enough to make him blind 
To any unexpected act 
Too large for his small world of fact. 

 
3 His reasoned certainties denied 

That one could live when one had died, 
Until his fingers read like braille 
The markings of the spear and nail. 

 
4 May we, O God, by grace believe 

And thus the risen Christ receive, 
Whose raw imprinted palms reached out 
And beckoned Thomas from his doubt. 

Text: Thomas H. Troeger, 1945 
Text: © 1984 Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004860 

 
 

Sermon 
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Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 
 

Exchange of Peace and Offering 
 
 

Offertory LSB 159 
C What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? 

I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord. 
I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord. 
I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, 
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 

 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
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Preface LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially 
are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins 
of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has 
restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, 
and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with 
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus LSB 161 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those 

whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin 
and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us 
by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to 
eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive 
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, 
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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Pax Domini LSB 163 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 
C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 
 

Distribution 
 
Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death 
for your sins. 
Amen. 
  
Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the 
forgiveness of your sins. 
Amen. 
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470 O Sons and Daughters of the King 
1 O sons and daughters of the King, 

Whom heav’nly hosts in glory sing, 
Today the grave has lost its sting! 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
2 That Easter morn, at break of day, 

The faithful women went their way 
To seek the tomb where Jesus lay. 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
3 An angel clad in white they see, 

Who sits and speaks unto the three, 
“Your Lord will go to Galilee.” 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
4 That night the_apostles met in fear; 

Among them came their master dear 
And said, “My peace be with you here.” 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
5 When Thomas first the tidings heard 

That they had seen the risen Lord, 
He doubted the disciples’ word. 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
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6 “My piercèd side, O Thomas, see, 
And look upon My hands, My feet; 
Not faithless but believing be.” 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
7 No longer Thomas then denied; 

He saw the feet, the hands, the side; 
“You are my Lord and God!” he cried. 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
8 How blest are they who have not seen 

And yet whose faith has constant been, 
For they eternal life shall win. 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
9 On this most holy day of days 

Be laud and jubilee and praise: 
To God your hearts and voices raise. 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Text: attr. Jean Tisserand, d. 1494; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Text: Public domain 
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632 O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee 
1 O Jesus, blessèd Lord, to Thee 

My heartfelt thanks forever be, 
Who hast so lovingly bestowed 
On me Thy body and Thy blood. 

 
2 Break forth, my soul, for joy and say: 

What wealth is come to me this day! 
My Savior dwells within my heart: 
How blessed am I! How good Thou art! 

Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634–1703; tr. Arthur J. Mason, 1851–1928 
Text: Public domain 

 
 

Dismissal 
 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body 

and soul to life everlasting. Depart  in peace. 
C Amen. 
 
 

Thank the Lord LSB 164 
C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy 
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 
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Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to 
come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true 
faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, 
together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 
kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Benediction LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
 

459 Christ Is Arisen 
1 Christ is arisen 

From the grave’s dark prison. 
    So let our joy rise full and free; 
    Christ our comfort true will be. Alleluia! 
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2 Were Christ not arisen, 
Then death were still our prison. 
    Now, with Him to life restored, 
    We praise the Father of our Lord. Alleluia! 

 
3 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

    Now let our joy rise full and free; 
    Christ our comfort true will be. Alleluia! 

Text: German, 12th–15th cent.; tr. Martin L. Seltz, 1909–67, alt. 
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004860 
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