
1 

First Sunday in Lent  -  February 18, 2024 
 
Divine Service Setting Four with Communion 
 
657 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God sts. 1–4 

1 A mighty fortress is our God, 
    A sword and shield victorious; 
He breaks the cruel oppressor’s rod 
    And wins salvation glorious. 
The old satanic foe 
Has sworn to work us woe. 
    With craft and dreadful might 
    He arms himself to fight. 
On earth he has no equal. 

 
2 No strength of ours can match his might. 

    We would be lost, rejected. 
But now a champion comes to fight, 
    Whom God Himself elected. 
You ask who this may be? 
The Lord of hosts is He, 
    Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, 
    God’s only Son, adored. 
He holds the field victorious. 
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3 Though hordes of devils fill the land 
    All threat’ning to devour us, 
We tremble not, unmoved we stand; 
    They cannot overpow’r us. 
Let this world’s tyrant rage; 
In battle we’ll engage. 
    His might is doomed to fail; 
    God’s judgment must prevail! 
One little word subdues him. 

 
4 God’s Word forever shall abide, 

    No thanks to foes, who fear it; 
For God Himself fights by our side 
    With weapons of the Spirit. 
Were they to take our house, 
Goods, honor, child, or spouse, 
    Though life be wrenched away, 
    They cannot win the day. 
The Kingdom’s ours forever! 

Text: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978; Martin Luther, 1483–1546 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004860 

 
 

Confession and Absolution 
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P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
  
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, 

and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this 
altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free 
ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the 
infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 
 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Service of the Word 

 
Introit Psalm 91:9–13; antiphon: vv. 15–16 

When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; 
 I will rescue him and honor him. 
With long life I will satisfy him 
 and show him my salvation. 
Because you have made the LORD your dwelling place— 
 the Most High, who is my refuge— 
no evil shall be allowed to befall you, 
 no plague come near your tent. 
For he will command his angels concerning you 
 to guard you in all your ways. 
On their hands they will bear you up, 
 lest you strike your foot against a stone. 
You will tread on the lion and the adder; 
 the young lion and the serpent you will trample underfoot. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; 
 I will rescue him and honor him. 
With long life I will satisfy him 
 and show him my salvation. 
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Kyrie LSB 204 
C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
 

942 Kyrie! God, Father 
1 Kyrie! God, Father in heav’n above, 

You abound in gracious love, 
    Of all things the maker and preserver. 
        Eleison! Eleison! 
Kyrie! O Christ, our king, 
Salvation for all You came to bring. 
    O Lord Jesus, God’s own Son, 
    Our mediator at the heav’nly throne: 
Hear our cry and grant our supplication. 
        Eleison! Eleison! 
Kyrie! O God the Holy Ghost, 
Guard our faith, the gift we need the most, 
    And bless our life’s last hour, 
That we leave this sinful world with gladness. 
        Eleison! Eleison! 

Text: German version, Ordenung der ceremonien, 1537/38, Naumburg; tr. W. Gustave Polack, 1890–1950, alt.; Latin, 9th cent. 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004860 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and brought them 
to the promised land. Guide the people of Your Church that following our Savior we 
may walk through the wilderness of this world toward the glory of the world to 
come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 
 
 

Old Testament Reading Genesis 22:1–18 
 1After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, 
“Here am I.” 2He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to 
the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of 
which I shall tell you.” 3So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, 
and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for 
the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4On the 
third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5Then Abraham 
said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there 
and worship and come again to you.” 6And Abraham took the wood of the burnt 
offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife.  
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So they went both of them together. 7And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My 
father!” And he said, “Here am I, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but 
where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8Abraham said, “God will provide for himself 
the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together. 
 9When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar 
there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on 
top of the wood. 10Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to 
slaughter his son. 11But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, 
“Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” 12He said, “Do not lay your hand on 
the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not 
withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13And Abraham lifted up his eyes and 
looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And 
Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his 
son. 14So Abraham called the name of that place, “The LORD will provide”; as it is said 
to this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided.” 
 15And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven 16and 
said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and 
have not withheld your son, your only son, 17I will surely bless you, and I will surely 
multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. 
And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 18and in your offspring shall 
all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual Hebrews 12:2 
[O come, let us fix our eyes on] Jesus, 
 the founder and perfecter of our faith, 
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, 
 and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 
 
 

Epistle James 1:12–18 
 12Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the 
test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him. 
13Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot 
be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 14But each person is tempted 
when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 15Then desire when it has conceived 
gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death. 
 16Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17Every good gift and every perfect gift 
is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation 
or shadow due to change. 18Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, 
that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 



9 

Holy Gospel Matthew 4:1–11 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 1Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 
2And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3And the tempter came 
and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves 
of bread.” 4But he answered, “It is written, 

“‘Man shall not live by bread alone, 
 but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 

5Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple 
6and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, 

“‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ 
and 

“‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
 lest you strike your foot against a stone.’” 

7Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the 
test.’” 8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9And he said to him, “All these I will give you, if 
you will fall down and worship me.” 10Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it 
is written, 

“‘You shall worship the Lord your God 
 and him only shall you serve.’” 

11Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 

Children’s Sermon 
 
 

418 O Lord, throughout These Forty Days 
1 O Lord, throughout these forty days 

    You prayed and kept the fast; 
Inspire repentance for our sin, 
    And free us from our past. 

 
2 You strove with Satan, and You won; 

    Your faithfulness endured; 
Lend us Your nerve, Your skill and trust 
    In God’s eternal Word. 
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3 Though parched and hungry, yet You prayed 
    And fixed Your mind above; 
So teach us to deny ourselves, 
    Since we have known God’s love. 

 
4 Be with us through this season, Lord, 

    And all our earthly days, 
That when the final Easter dawns, 
    We join in heaven’s praise. 

Text: based on Claudia F. Hernaman, 1838–98; para. Gilbert E. Doan, 1930 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004860 

 
 

Sermon 
 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 
 

Exchange of Peace 
 
 

Offering 
 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
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Preface LSB 208 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for 
Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus 
Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might 
not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all 
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to 
new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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Sanctus LSB 208 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 

Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on 

us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have eternal life. 
  
At Your command, Abraham prepared to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice on the 
mountain; yet, in mercy You provided a ram as a substitute. We give You thanks 
that on Calvary You spared not Your only Son but sent Him to offer His life as a 
ransom for many. 
  
As we eat and drink His body and blood, grant us, like Abraham our father, to trust 
in Your promise now fulfilled in Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 
the world. 
  
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
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Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, 
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 
C 1  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

    You take the sin of the world away; 
    O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
  
2  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    You take the sin of the world away; 
    Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 
    And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

 
 

Distribution 
The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then 
distribute them to those who come to receive, saying: 

 
Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death 
for your sins. 
Amen. 
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Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the 
forgiveness of your sins. 
Amen. 
 
 

544 O Love, How Deep 
1 O love, how deep, how broad, how high, 

Beyond all thought and fantasy, 
That God, the Son of God, should take 
Our mortal form for mortals’ sake! 

 
2 He sent no angel to our race, 

Of higher or of lower place, 
But wore the robe of human frame, 
And to this world Himself He came. 

 
3 For us baptized, for us He bore 

His holy fast and hungered sore; 
For us temptation sharp He knew; 
For us the tempter overthrew. 

 
4 For us He prayed; for us He taught; 

For us His daily works He wrought, 
By words and signs and actions thus 
Still seeking not Himself but us. 
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5 For us by wickedness betrayed, 

For us, in crown of thorns arrayed, 
He bore the shameful cross and death; 
For us He gave His dying breath. 

 
6 For us He rose from death again; 

For us He went on high to reign; 
For us He sent His Spirit here 
To guide, to strengthen, and to cheer. 

 
(stand) 
 7 All glory to our Lord and God 

For love so deep, so high, so broad; 
The Trinity whom we adore 
Forever and forevermore. 

Text: attr. Thomas à Kempis, 1380–1471; tr. Benjamin Webb, 1819–85, alt. 
Text: Public domain 
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666 O Little Flock, Fear Not the Foe 
1 O little flock, fear not the foe 

Who madly seeks your overthrow; 
    Dread not his rage and pow’r. 
And though your courage sometimes faints, 
His seeming triumph o’er God’s saints 
    Lasts but a little hour. 

 
2 Be of good cheer; your cause belongs 

To Him who can avenge your wrongs; 
    Leave it to Him, our Lord. 
Though hidden yet from mortal eyes, 
His Gideon shall for you arise, 
    Uphold you and His Word. 

 
3 As true as God’s own Word is true, 

Not earth nor hell’s satanic crew 
    Against us shall prevail. 
Their might? A joke, a mere facade! 
God is with us and we with God— 
    Our vict’ry cannot fail. 
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4 Amen, Lord Jesus, grant our prayer; 
Great Captain, now Thine arm make bare, 
    Fight for us once again! 
So shall Thy saints and martyrs raise 
A mighty chorus to Thy praise 
    Forevermore. Amen. 

Text: Jacob Fabricius, 1593–1654; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
 

Dismissal 
 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body 

and soul to life everlasting. Depart  in peace. 
C Amen. 
 
 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 
C 1 O Lord, now let Your servant  

    Depart in heav’nly peace, 
    For I have seen the glory 
    Of Your redeeming grace: 
    A light to lead the Gentiles 
    Unto Your holy hill, 
    The glory of Your people, 
    Your chosen Israel. 
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2 All glory to the Father, 
    All glory to the Son, 
    All glory to the Spirit, 
    Forever Three in One; 
    For as in the beginning, 
    Is now, shall ever be, 
    God’s triune name resounding 
    Through all eternity. 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness 
sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You 
have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake 
Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we 
may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Benedicamus LSB 212 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
 

547 The Lamb 
1 The Lamb, the Lamb, 

O Father, where’s the sacrifice? 
    Faith sees, believes 
God will provide the Lamb of price! Refrain 

 
ref Worthy is the Lamb whose death makes me His own! 

The Lamb is reigning on His throne! 
 
2 The Lamb, the Lamb, 

One perfect final offering. 
    The Lamb, the Lamb, 
Let earth join heav’n His praise to sing. Refrain 

 
3 The Lamb, the Lamb, 

As wayward sheep their shepherd kill 
    So still, His will 
On our behalf the Law to fill. Refrain 
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4 He sighs, He dies, 

He takes my sin and wretchedness. 
    He lives, forgives, 
He gives me His own righteousness. Refrain 

 
5 He rose, He rose, 

My heart with thanks now overflows. 
    His song prolong 
Till ev’ry heart to Him belong. Refrain 

Text: Gerald P. Coleman, 1953 
Text: © 1987 and 1997 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004860 
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