
Dear members and friends of Mt. Calvary, 

     Greetings in the name of Jesus!  When you read this arti-

cle, we will be more than a month into the new year.  It’s 

remarkable to think that 2024 is over eight percent done 

already, but as we know from experience, time keeps march-

ing on.  And as we may also know from experience, time 

keeps marching on, even if we are not on board and even if 

we fall behind on what we would like to be doing.  

     It can seem like time is a runaway train sometimes.  At 

first, we may feel as though we have a good hold on the reins 

or that we are in the driver’s seat, but before long, we lose 

our grip and get thrown from our perch.  When that hap-

pens, it can be really hard to get back on and get control  

of the situation.  Before long, that runaway train is far in the 

distance and we are left to regroup.  

     It’s kind of appropriate that the month of February starts 

with the letter “F,” because, for 

many, February could also be 

known as the month of failure.  

At the start of the year, people 

had big dreams and by now, 

many of those dreams have 

been dashed.  Even if you had 

been so good for the first 

month of the year, the days can 

start adding up like a weight 

upon your back.  If you’re on a 

diet, those indulgent cookies 

come calling.  If you’re trying to 

quit smoking, it’s all you can do 

to not go out and buy a pack.  

And if you had intended to start 

doing nightly devotions, the ri-

gors of a long day at work and unruly children may ruin those 

plans.  

     Ash Wednesday and the season of Lent serve as a second 

chance for many people to get back on the wagon.  Some 

people try giving up things for Lent, only to fail again.  The 

second time may be even worse, because the way that failure 

often works is that it compounds upon itself.  In our minds, 

once we slip up, it is all that much easier to do it again.  

Something in our mind says “well, as long as I’m here, I might 

as well.”  

     From then on, it is the snowball effect.  Like a clod of 

snow rolling down a hill, it picks up mass and size until it is 

much larger than we would like for it to be.  By the very act of 

justifying our actions to ourselves, we may find ourselves in an 

even worse position than we started in.  

     When we consider failure in the context of the Scriptures, 

one of the first people that we think of is the apostle Peter.  

The first time that we see Peter, he is failing.  We are intro-

duced to Peter as a fisherman and along with his brother  

Andrew, Peter was casting his net into the sea of Galilee.  As 

Jesus comes along, they had been toiling and struggling all night, 

but had caught nothing.  

     Pretty embarrassing for a fisherman to not be able to do his 

job.  Peter is understandably very discouraged.  Peter was even 

ready to give up on the day, until Jesus directs them to cast the 

net again.  This time, they haul in a miraculous catch of fish.  

     As Peter follows Jesus, he has many successes, including his 

bold confession of Jesus as the Christ, but we also remember a 

number of other failures.  When 

Jesus announces that it is God’s 

will for the Christ to suffer many 

things and be killed and on the 

third day rise again, Peter pulls 

Jesus aside and begins to rebuke 

Him.  Peter says “far be it from 

you, Lord!  This shall never hap-

pen to you!”  And Jesus, in one of 

His strongest statements to a dis-

ciple, tells Peter “get behind me 

Satan, you are a hindrance to me!”  

     As strong of a statement as 

that was, we remember another 

failure even better.  Peter once 

made a bold pledge to follow Jesus 

to prison and death, rather than 

fall away from Him.  Most are familiar with Jesus’ response:  

“before the rooster crows, you will deny three times that you know 

me.”  Although these are well-known words, most are less fa-

miliar with what Jesus said before Peter’s pledge of faithfulness.  

     Jesus says “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, 

that he might sift you like wheat, but I have prayed for you that your 

faith may not fail. And when you have turned again, strengthen your 

brothers.”  Jesus’ words express His pity for Peter, because He 

knows what is about to happen.  To put it mildly, it will not be 

easy.  Although he may be confident and resolute right now, 

Peter is about to be devastated and brought to his knees by the 

realization of his failure.  

(continued on page 2) 
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     In the Garden of Gethsemane, as Jesus is being arrested, 

Peter pulls out his sword and inadvisably slices off Malchus’ 

ear.  Nevertheless, the greatest failure comes to a head when 

Peter fulfills Jesus’ words, shamefully denying that he knew the 

man from Nazareth three consecutive times.  

     In all of this, we remember what Jesus said to Peter.  To 

paraphrase:  Satan wanted to have you, but I wouldn’t let him.  

You’re about to be put through a time of testing that sepa-

rates the men from the boys when it comes to faith.  But I 

prayed for you, that your faith may not fail.  You’re going to 

get through this, I promise.  And when you come out the 

other side, you’re going to be the one who helps the others.  

     Just think about what it means that Jesus was praying for 

Peter.  What power, what authority, what worthiness is in 

Him.  We have no better advocate before the Father than 

Jesus Himself.  At the present time and for all future times, 

Jesus goes to the Father on our behalf and pleads our case.  

He is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.  

If there’s anyone Who can help us not to fail, it is Jesus.  And 

if there is anyone Who can pick us up when we do inevitably 

(Continued from page 1) fail, it is also Him.  

     We know that although Peter faltered and his faith was 

weak in his lowest moments, it did not fail completely.  After 

Jesus had risen and appeared to many, He ate breakfast with 

His disciples on the shore.  It is there that Jesus asks Peter 

“do you love me?” three times.  Peter denied Jesus three 

times in three colossal failures.  Yet, Jesus still brings about 

reconciliation, forgiveness, and the elimination of guilt by giv-

ing Peter the chance to overwrite His previous words.  

     In the middle of failure, the other word that starts with an 

“F” shines brighter:  faith.  Peter loved his Lord.  And we also 

love our Lord.  We trust in Him to rescue us from the pit of 

destruction, out of the miry bog, and set our feet upon a 

rock.  And so, Christ took all of our failures with Him to the 

cross.  Our failures died on Good Friday.  Although death 

seemed to be yet another failure, Christ succeeded in what 

He set out to do.  When He said “it is finished,” it is some-

times translated “it is accomplished.”  The forgiveness of sins 

is won.  Everlasting life will soon follow.  Jesus did not fail.  He 

did it.  He did it for you.                       

In Christ, Pastor Kevin  

The Lay Leadership Institute  
By Roger Kropuenske 

     For those who may not be aware of the Lay Leadership Institute of the South 

Dakota District LCMS, here is a brief summary. 

     The LLI program of South Dakota is a Christian leadership program to equip the 

people with the tools they need to effectively spread the Gospel in their communi-

ties.  It has three levels.  Level one is for any and all who want to learn more about 

the Christian faith.  Level two requires a little more involvement with lessons to 

complete.  Level three has you working closely with your local pastor and requires 

all assignments be completed.  I completed level three having been very fortunate to 

work with Pastor Chris and Pastor Kevin here at Mt. Calvary in Huron.  Each class 

runs about 4 months and level three took about 4 to 6 hours a week with the hard-

er classes taking 10 to 12 hours a week. (Ok, I am not a quick learner!) 

     A quick Summary of the courses and instructors is as follows.  (All instructors 

are or were Pastors of the South Dakota District, with the exception of Joshua 

Schmitt who taught the Education Class and is (very appropriately) a DCE. 

      

   1 Doctrine by Rev. Micah Bauer     

   2 Interpreting the Bible by Rev. Tim Koch 

   3 Teaching the Christian Faith by Joshua Schmitt DCE. 

   4 Church History –Part One by Rev. David Otten 

   5 Church History –Part Two by Rev. David Otten   

   6 Fundamentals of Pastoral Care: Rev. Christopher Navurskis, Rev. Kevin Koester 

   7 Basic Preaching by Rev. Brak Urbach 

   8 Gospel Outreach in Context by Rev. Christopher Navurskis  

   9 Old Testament by Rev. Timothy Rynearson 

 10 New Testament by Rev. Timothy Rynearson 

 11 Proclaiming the Gospel in Worship by Rev. Dr. Brian Mosemann.  

 

This is truly a great program of the South Dakota District and I feel extremely  

fortunate and blessed by it.  May it in turn be a blessing to all those it touches! 

A Note of Thanks 

     Having recently completed the eleven 

Lay Leadership Classes, I would like to 

express my thanks to the congregation 

and everyone else who helped made this 

possible.  

     I would like to thank the Congregation 

for its financial aid, Clint Bartel for taking 

all the classes with me, The District staff-

Julie Pike, Rev. Darren Olsen, Rev. Paul 

Winkler, Rev. Scott Sailer, and of course 

all the Pastors and instructors who taught 

the classes.  

     It has been a wonderful blessing to me 

and I hope what I have been gifted will be 

a blessing to Mt. Calvary and the Church 

beyond. 

 God Bless, Roger Kropuenske 
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Kent and Vickie Hampton  

39580 US Highway 14 

Huron  SD  57350 

have transferred to  

St. John’s Lutheran Church,  

Wolsey, South Dakota   

 

Bryan and Angella Van Scharrel 

and family 

555 Maple St. 

Hitchcock  SD  57348 

have transferred to  

St. John’s Lutheran Church,  

Wolsey, South Dakota   

Timothy Johnson 

18859 Pioneer St 

Bloomington  IL  61705 
 

Cody Mead 

855 County Road 360 

Gatesville  TX  76528 
 

Jon Meyer 

167 Bass St 

Gettysburg  SD  57442 
 

Erika Wentz 

44054 Raspberry Ln 

Yankton SD  57078 

2024 Congregational Officers  

PRESIDENT:  Kerwin Haeder.   
VICE PRESIDENT:  Roger Kropuenske. 
SECRETARY:  Heidi DeJong.   
TREASURER:  Kristen Bich. 
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY:  Bonnie Rieck.  
HEAD USHER:  Scott Adams.  
ELDER:  Joe Airheart, Robert Blaseg, Ralph Borkowski, Matt Busch,  
             Dan Florey, Chad Hanson, Wayne Jungemann, Ryan Vanden Berge. 
TRUSTEE, CHAIRMAN:  Glenn Overbay.  
TRUSTEE, MEMBERS:  Stuart Adermann, Trevor Gerrits, Rod Olerud.  
STEWARDSHIP/WELFARE, CHAIRMAN:  Bill Eining.   
FINANCE SECRETARY:  Julie Kropuenske.   
FINANCE BOARD MEMBERS:  Jan Gerrits, Rosalie Pownell, Sandy Stolt.   
PARISH EDUCATION, CHAIR:  Susan Fuerst.  
YOUTH, CHAIR:  Natasha Airheart. 
EVANGELISM, CHAIRMAN:  Dan Henson. 

 

2024 Offering Envelopes have been placed in the  

mailboxes in the Fellowship Hall.  Please note that  

mailboxes have been rearranged slightly but are in  

alphabetical order by last name.  If you are unable to 

locate yours please let us know.   

 

If you would like your 

offering envelopes 

mailed please contact 

the church office.  

(605)352-7121   

 

If anyone did not receive a 

box, but would like one 

please contact the church 

office.  

 

 

2023 
 

 

2023 Offering  

Statements are in the 

mailboxes in the  

Fellowship Hall.   

 

If you would like yours 

mailed to your home  

please contact the 

church office.   

 

(605)352-7121 

Thank you  

to all who  

delivered 

meals  

Jan. 29-Feb. 2 
 

 

Delivering meals for the Senior Center is a 

meaningful volunteer opportunity for  

community outreach.   

 

It takes approximately one hour each day.   

 

If you have questions contact Dan Henson.  

 

The Mt. Calvary Monthly  

Newsletter you are receiving by 

U.S. Mail has a single self-addressed 

stamped envelope included with it.  

We appreciate the offerings sent 

using these envelopes.   
 

If you would like additional 

stamped envelopes, please contact 

the church office at (605)352-7121.   

If you are not using the stamped 

envelopes, please bring them  

back to Mt. Calvary for reuse.  

 

                   Mt. Calvary Council 

Snowflakes & Sweets  

presents Jason Gray 
 

February 10, 2024—7:00 p.m. 
 

Tickets $30—email info@plusonehuron.org 

JVCS Auditorium—1550 Dakota Ave N 
 

All proceeds go to  

Plus One Pregnancy Center. 
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LENTEN SERIES  
Beginning on Ash Wednesday, February 14th, and for the following five Wednesdays, our Midweek Lenten Services will be us-

ing a theme of the seven words of Jesus on the cross.  After our Wednesday Lenten services have concluded, we will focus on 

the seventh word for Good Friday.  

  

Using the seven words of Christ from the cross is a Lenten practice that has been done at many times and in many different 

places throughout Christendom.  However, we might be puzzled as to why they are called “the seven words.”  Sometimes, in 

the Bible, when it says “word,” it doesn’t mean one singular word, but rather a statement.  For example, the Ten Command-

ments are sometimes known as the Ten Words.  In the same way, Jesus makes seven statements from the cross.  

  

Each of these statements of Jesus is rich with meaning and can easily be expounded upon in a sermon.  Sometimes, churches 

will go through all seven words in a special hours-long service called “Tre Ore” on Good Friday.  From noon to 3 o’clock, they 

will invite all the local pastors to each take a word and preach a sermon at one central congregation.  I got to participate in one 

of these when I was a vicar in Wisconsin, since there were twenty LCMS churches in Sheboygan, a city of 50,000.  

  

Here in South Dakota, since things are further apart, we are going to do things a bit differently, but we hope that reflecting on 

these precious words from Christ’s lips help you to see what He has done for you and for all of us.  God’s Blessings! 

"The Seven Words" 
 

Wednesday, Feb. 14 - Ash Wednesday 

     6:45 p.m. Imposition of Ashes 

     7:00 p.m. Midweek Worship Service— "Father, Forgive Them"  

 

Wednesday, Feb. 21  

     6:00 p.m. Supper 

     6:45 p.m. Hymn Sing 

     7:00 p.m. Midweek Worship Service— "With Me....In Paradise"  

 

Wednesday, Feb. 28  

     6:00 p.m. Supper 

     6:45 p.m. Hymn Sing 

     7:00 p.m. Midweek Worship Service— "Here is Your Son...Here is Your Mother" 

 

Wednesday, Mar. 6 

     6:00 p.m. Supper 

     6:45 p.m. Hymn Sing 

     7:00 p.m. Midweek Worship Service— "Why Have You Forsaken Me?"  

 

Wednesday, Mar. 13 

     6:00 p.m. Supper 

     6:45 p.m. Hymn Sing 

     7:00 p.m. Midweek Worship Service— "I Am Thirsty"  

 

Wednesday, Mar. 20 

     6:00 p.m. Supper 

     6:45 p.m. Hymn Sing 

     7:00 p.m. Midweek Worship Service— "It Is Finished"  

 

Friday, Mar. 29 - Good Friday  

   12:10 p.m. Good Friday Worship Service— "Father, Into Thy Hand I Commit My Spirit"  

     7:00 p.m. Good Friday Worship Service— "Father, Into Thy Hand I Commit My Spirit"  



Page 5 JOURNAL 

Children — Youth — Family Ministry at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church 

 

Wednesdays — Kids for Christ meets from 5:15-6:15 p.m.  

As of January 17th the Kindergarten - third grade students meet on Wednesdays.   

4th and 5th grade students have transitioned to Family Ministry as of January 17th. 

 

Kids for Christ will not meet on Ash Wednesday, February 14 

Dear Family Ministry students and parents, 

     The 8th grade and above class resumed meeting on January 10th.  

The group will meet one last time for a review session on January 

31st.  Following that review session, they will have the opportunity 

to take the test the next week or by appointment when they feel 

they are adequately prepared.  Upon passing the test, they will com-

plete their faith statement and schedule a time for an interview. 

     The 6th and 7th grade class met with Roger Kropuenske on January 10th, but this was their last formal class until after 

Easter.  In the meantime, the 6th and 7th graders will be working on memory work.  They received a list of 24 Bible passages 

that every Christian should know.  Of those 24, they are to pick 12 verses to recite perfectly to Pastor Kevin.  They are to 

complete all their memory work before classes resume on April 3rd.  To keep pace,  reciting 2 verses per week is recom-

mended.  They may recite these verses on Wednesday evenings at 6:15, Sunday mornings after each service, or by appoint-

ment during the week.  During the regular class time on Wednesday evenings, there will be a Memory Work Study Hall in  

the Boardroom.  You may choose to use that time to work on flashcards with other students, siblings, parents, or other adults 

before reciting to Pastor Kevin in his office starting at 6:15.  You may also choose to study at home if you prefer.  

                                            In Christ,  Pastor Kevin 

     Thank you to all who contributed in any 

way to the Operation Christmas Child shoe-

box gifts prepared last November.  You will 

have the opportunity to contribute items for 

this year's shoeboxes or donations for items 

to be purchased or for sponsoring online 

shoeboxes for hard-to-reach areas.   

     We will be collecting one category of items per month 

throughout the year for boys and girls in age groups of 2-4 years, 

5-9 years, and 10-14 years.  Please remember that these items are 

going into someone's Christmas gift (possibly the first gift they 

have ever received).  Please donate quality items that are new or in 

new condition.  If you are crafty and love to sew or work with 

wood, talk to Susan Fuerst or Jan Williams for ideas on hand-made 

items that can be included in the shoeboxes.  Please do not include 

items that could be perceived as scary, violent, or war-related.  

Liquids, foods, and candies are not accepted.  Please don't send 

items that have glass or are breakable.  (For further information 

see the Operation Christmas Child information on 

www.samaritanspurse.org/occ.)   

     There is information about the "item of the month" near the 

Operation Christmas Child display in the Fellowship Hall.  The 

calendar of collection items can also be found on the church web-

site.  Even though there will be an "item of the month" any type is 

welcome at any time.   

     Please also feel free to ask for a shoebox (or use one of your 

own) and pack your own box at home, bringing it to church for 

collection in November.  Thank you in advance for your participa-

tion in this mission to share the love of Jesus with children around 

the world! 

 

February Items of the Month 
 

Hygiene Items 
 

• wash cloths and hand towels 

• bar soap (in original packaging with an expiration 

date of a minimum of 6 months from collection time

--November) 

• nail clippers, nail files, emery boards 

• toothbrushes 

• combs 

• hairbrushes 

• wet wipes or plain alcohol wipes 

• lip balm (non-medicated) 

• solid stick deodorant 

• adhesive bandages (non-medicated) 

• disposable or reusable feminine hygiene products 

 

Do not include the following: 

• Toothpaste 

• medications 

http://www.samaritanspurse.org/occ
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“Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 19:14 

Children — Youth — Family Ministry at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church 

Our Mt. Calvary youth and families had a lot of fun skating at Bergman Arena on Sunday, January 21st!  Experience levels varied 

from seasoned hockey players to kids skating for the first time, but we enjoyed being together as fellow believers in Jesus!  “Go 

home to your friends and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.” Mark 5:19  
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“Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God.” Mark 10:14  

Children — Youth — Family Ministry at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church 

There will be a  

selection of  

Valentine's Day-

themed Bake Sale 

treats available on 

Sunday, February 11th.  

Instead of set prices, 

there will be a  

free will offering at 

each of the tables.  

 

Thank you for your 

support of the LYF!! 

Mt. Calvary LYF Super Bowl Sub Fundraiser 
 

Orders: Sub Sandwich orders will be taken by LYF Members until Sunday,  

February 4, 2024.  Please return forms to the church office or to the box  

located on the  Usher’s counter in the back.  Payment upon order is preferred. 
 

Pickup: Sandwiches will be prepared the morning of Saturday, February 10, 

and may be picked up at the church from 11am-12noon.  If this pickup 

time does not work for you, Please let us know and we can arrange for you to 

pick them up after weekend services.  

 

Cost: $7.00 per 6” sub       

 

SUB:  Please mark all boxes below of items you 

want on each sub. 

. 

____Turkey  ____ Ham _____Roast Beef  

  

____ Cheese ____ Lettuce _____Pickle  

 

*** Each sub comes with a bag of chips and condiments 

 

Name: _______________________________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________________ 

 

 _______________________________________ 

  

Phone #:______________________________________ 

  

Thank You for your support of the LYF!! 

Attention Mt. Calvary  

youth and families!   
You are invited to a  

Sunday Matinee  

on February 18th  

at 1:30 p.m.   
 

Our feature presentation will be a movie called “Overcomer”.   
 

We will have movie theater popcorn for you to 

munch on.  Since we want you to be comfortable, 

we invite you to bring a comfy chair, pillows, sleep-

ing bags, bean bags, air mattresses, or whatever you 

can carry with you.  We will spread out in the  

Activity Center and project the movie onto the wall.  

There will be a short devotion prior to the movie.  

Invite your friends!  Hope to see you there! 
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Return Service Requested 

February Lent Midweek Schedule — Please check weekly bulletins for details  
 

     Wednesday, February 21 

          6:00 p.m. Supper—Would your group or board host this meal? 

          6:45 p.m. Hymn Sing 

          7:00 p.m. Midweek Worship Service 

 

     Wednesday, February 28 

          6:00 p.m. Supper—Would your group or board host this meal? 

          6:45 p.m. Hymn Sing 

          7:00 p.m. Midweek Worship Service 

Ash Wednesday—February 14 
 

6:45 p.m. Imposition of Ashes 
 

7:00 p.m. Worship Service with Communion  


