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Fourth Sunday after Epiphany – Life Sunday 
  
January 28, 2024 – Divine Service Setting Four 
 
851 Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us 

1 Lord of glory, You have bought us 
    With Your lifeblood as the price, 
Never grudging for the lost ones 
    That tremendous sacrifice; 
And with that have freely given 
    Blessings countless as the sand 
To the_unthankful and the evil 
    With Your own unsparing hand. 

 
2 Grant us hearts, dear Lord, to give You 

    Gladly, freely of Your own. 
With the sunshine of Your goodness 
    Melt our thankless hearts of stone 
Till our cold and selfish natures, 
    Warmed by You, at length believe 
That more happy and more blessèd 
    ’Tis to give than to receive. 
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3 Wondrous honor You have given 
    To our humblest charity 
In Your own mysterious sentence, 
    “You have done it all to Me.” 
Can it be, O gracious Master, 
    That You deign for alms to sue, 
Saying by Your poor and needy, 
    “Give as I have giv’n to you”? 

 
4 Lord of glory, You have bought us 

    With Your lifeblood as the price, 
Never grudging for the lost ones 
    That tremendous sacrifice. 
Give us faith to trust You boldly, 
    Hope, to stay our souls on You; 
But, oh, best of all Your graces, 
    With Your love our love renew. 

Text: Eliza S. Alderson, 1818–89, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 
P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
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P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
  
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  
P Since we are gathered to hear God's Word and call upon Him in prayer and praise, 

let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that 
we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves 
from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite 
mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and 
saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 
 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Service of the Word 
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Introit Psalm 8:1–9 
P O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
C You have set your glory above the heavens.  
P Out of the mouth of babies and infants, you have established strength because of 

your foes,  
C to still the enemy and the avenger. 
P When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,  
C the moon and the stars, which you have set in place,  
P what is man that you are mindful of him, 
C and the son of man that you care for him? 
P Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings  
C and crowned him with glory and honor. 
P You have given him dominion over the works of your hands;  
C you have put all things under his feet, 
P all sheep and oxen, 
C and also the beasts of the field, 
P the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea,  
C whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P O LORD, our Lord, 
C how majestic is your name in all the earth!  
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Kyrie LSB 204 
C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

C 1 To God on high be glory 
    And peace to all the earth; 
    Goodwill from God in heaven 
    Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 
    We praise and bless You, Father; 
    Your holy name, we sing— 
    Our thanks for Your great glory, 
    Lord God, our heav’nly King. 
  
2 To You, O sole-begotten, 
    The Father’s Son, we pray; 
    O Lamb of God, our Savior, 
    You take our sins away. 
    Have mercy on us, Jesus; 
    Receive our heartfelt cry, 
    Where You in pow’r are seated 
    At God’s right hand on high— 
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3 For You alone are holy; 
    You only are the Lord. 
    Forever and forever, 
    Be worshiped and adored; 
    You with the Holy Spirit 
    Alone are Lord Most High, 
    In God the Father’s glory. 
    “Amen!” our glad reply. 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in our frailty 
we cannot stand upright. Grant strength and protection to support us in all dangers 
and carry us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading Genesis 9:1–15 
 1And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and 
fill the earth. 2The fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the 
earth and upon every bird of the heavens, upon everything that creeps on the ground 
and all the fish of the sea. Into your hand they are delivered. 3Every moving thing that 
lives shall be food for you. And as I gave you the green plants, I give you everything. 
4But you shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood. 5And for your lifeblood I will 
require a reckoning: from every beast I will require it and from man. From his fellow 
man I will require a reckoning for the life of man. 

6“Whoever sheds the blood of man, 
 by man shall his blood be shed, 
for God made man in his own image. 

7And you, be fruitful and multiply, teem on the earth and multiply in it.” 
 8Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“Behold, I establish my covenant 
with you and your offspring after you, 10and with every living creature that is with you, 
the birds, the livestock, and every beast of the earth with you, as many as came out 
of the ark; it is for every beast of the earth. 11I establish my covenant with you, that 
never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood, and never again shall 
there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12And God said, “This is the sign of the 
covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, 
for all future generations: 13I have set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the 
covenant between me and the earth. 14When I bring clouds over the earth and the 
bow is seen in the clouds, 15I will remember my covenant that is between me and you 
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and every living creature of all flesh. And the waters shall never again become a flood 
to destroy all flesh. 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Gradual Psalm 117:1–2a; 96:8 
Praise the LORD, all nations! 
 Extol him, all peoples! 
For great is his steadfast love toward us, 
 and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. 
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 
 bring an offering, and come into his courts! 
 
 

Epistle Ephesians 2:1–10 
 1And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2in which you once walked, following 
the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is 
now at work in the sons of disobedience— 3among whom we all once lived in the 
passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by 
nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4But God, being rich in mercy, 
because of the great love with which he loved us, 5even when we were dead in our 
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 
6and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus, 7so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his 
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grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you have been saved 
through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9not a result of 
works, so that no one may boast. 10For we are his workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
 
C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
C These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 

Son of God. 
 
C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 

Holy Gospel John 14:12–20 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 12“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; 
and greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father. 
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13Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the 
Son. 14If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it. 
 15“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will ask the Father, and 
he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17even the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You 
know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. 
 18“I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19Yet a little while and the world 
will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20In that 
day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
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     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life  everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

Children’s Sermon 
 
 

850 God of Grace and God of Glory 
1 God of grace and God of glory, 

    On Your people pour Your pow’r; 
Crown Your ancient Church’s story; 
    Bring its bud to glorious flow’r. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 
    For the facing of this hour, 
    For the facing of this hour. 
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2 Lo, the hosts of evil round us 

    Scorn the Christ, assail His ways! 
From the fears that long have bound us 
    Free our hearts to faith and praise. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 
    For the living of these days, 
    For the living of these days. 

 
3 Cure Your children’s warring madness; 

    Bend our pride to Your control; 
Shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 
    Rich in things and poor in soul. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 
    Lest we miss Your kingdom’s goal, 
    Lest we miss Your kingdom’s goal. 

 
4 Save us from weak resignation 

    To the evils we deplore; 
Let the gift of Your salvation 
    Be our glory evermore. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
    Serving You whom we adore, 
    Serving You whom we adore. 

Text: Harry Emerson Fosdick, 1878–1969 
Text: Public domain 
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Sermon 
 
 

Exchange of Peace and the Offering 
 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
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Benedicamus LSB 212 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
 

852 O God of Mercy, God of Might 
1 O God of mercy, God of might, 

In love and pity infinite, 
Teach us, as ever in Thy sight, 
    To live our lives in Thee. 

 
2 And Thou, who cam’st on earth to die 

That our lost world might live thereby, 
O hear us; for to Thee we cry, 
    In hope, O Lord, to Thee. 
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3 Teach us the lesson Thou hast taught: 
To feel for those Thy blood hath bought, 
That ev’ry word and deed and thought 
    May work a work for Thee. 

 
4 All are redeemed, both far and wide, 

Since Thou, O Lord, for all hast died. 
Grant us the will and grace provide 
    To love them all in Thee! 

 
5 In sickness, sorrow, want, or care, 

May we each other’s burdens share; 
May we, where help is needed, there 
    Give help as unto Thee! 

 
6 And may Thy Holy Spirit move 

All those who live to live in love 
Till Thou shalt greet in heav’n above 
    All those who live in Thee. 

Text: Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903, alt. 
Text: Public domain 
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