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New Year’s Eve – Modified Evening Prayer with Communion 
 
December 31, 2023 – 7:00 p.m. 

 
P The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. 
C The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. 
  
P On those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. 
C We have seen His glory, the glory of the one and only Son who came from 

the Father. 
  
P For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 
C In Him was life, and that life was the light of men. 
 
 

Phos Hilaron (sung) LSB 244 
P Joyous light of glory: 
C of the immortal Father; 

heavenly, holy, blessed Jesus Christ. 
We have come to the setting of the sun, 
and we look to the evening light. 
We sing to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: 
You are worthy of being praised 
with pure voices forever. 
O Son of God, O Giver of life: 
the universe proclaims Your glory. 
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Thanksgiving for Light 

P We praise and thank You, O God, for You are without beginning and without end. 
Through Christ You are the creator and preserver of the whole world; but above all, 
You are His God and Father, the giver of the Spirit, and the ruler of all that is, seen 
and unseen. You made the day for the works of light and the night for the 
refreshment of our weakness. O loving Lord and source of all that is good, 
mercifully accept our evening sacrifice of praise. As You have conducted us 
through the day and brought us to night’s beginning, keep us now in Christ; grant 
us a peaceful evening and a night free from sin; and at the end bring us to 
everlasting life through Christ, our Lord; through Him be glory, honor, and power to 
You in the Holy Spirit now and always and forever and ever. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Psalmody 
 

Psalm 141  245 
C Let my prayer rise before You as incense, 

the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
P O Lord, I call to You; come to me quickly; 

hear my voice when I cry to You. 
C Let my prayer rise before You as incense, 

the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
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P Set a watch before my mouth, O Lord, 
and guard the door of my lips. 

C Let not my heart incline to any evil thing; 
let me not be occupied in wickedness with evildoers. 

P But my eyes are turned to You, O God; 
in You I take refuge. 
Strip me not of my life. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Let my prayer rise before You as incense, 
the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 

 
P Let us pray. 

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your 
loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises 
with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever. 

C Amen. 
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Psalm 90:1–12 
P Lord, you have been our dwelling place 

 in all generations. 
C Before the mountains were brought forth, 

 or ever you had formed the earth and the world, 
 from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 

P You return man to dust 
 and say, “Return, O children of man!” 

C For a thousand years in your sight 
 are but as yesterday when it is past, 
 or as a watch in the night. 

P You sweep them away as with a flood; 
 they are like a dream, 
 like grass that is renewed in the morning: 

C in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; 
 in the evening it fades and withers. 

P For we are brought to an end by your anger; 
 by your wrath we are dismayed. 

C You have set our iniquities before you, 
 our secret sins in the light of your presence. 

P For all our days pass away under your wrath; 
 we bring our years to an end like a sigh. 

C The years of our life are seventy, 
 or even by reason of strength eighty; 
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P yet their span is but toil and trouble; 
 they are soon gone, and we fly away. 

C Who considers the power of your anger, 
 and your wrath according to the fear of you? 

P So teach us to number our days 
 that we may get a heart of wisdom. 

 
 

719 I Leave All Things to God’s Direction 
1 I leave all things to God’s direction; 

    He loves me both in joy and woe. 
His will is good, sure His affection; 
    His tender love is true, I know. 
My fortress and my rock is He: 
What pleases God, that pleases me. 

 
2 God knows what must be done to save me; 

    His love for me will never cease. 
Upon His hands He did engrave me 
    With purest gold of loving grace. 
His will supreme must ever be: 
What pleases God, that pleases me. 
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3 My God desires the soul’s salvation; 
    My soul He, too, desires to save. 
Therefore with Christian resignation 
    All earthly troubles I will brave. 
His will be done eternally: 
What pleases God, that pleases me. 

 
4 My God has all things in His keeping; 

    He is the ever faithful friend. 
He gives me laughter after weeping, 
    And all His ways in blessings end. 
His love endures eternally: 
What pleases God, that pleases me. 

Text: Salomo Franck, 1659–1725; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
 

Readings 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 30:15–17 
15For thus said the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel, 
“In returning and rest you shall be saved; 
 in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.” 
But you were unwilling, 16and you said, 
“No! We will flee upon horses”; 
 therefore you shall flee away; 
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and, “We will ride upon swift steeds”; 
 therefore your pursuers shall be swift. 
17A thousand shall flee at the threat of one; 
 at the threat of five you shall flee, 
till you are left 
 like a flagstaff on the top of a mountain, 
 like a signal on a hill. 

  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Epistle Reading Romans 8:31b–39 
 If God is for us, who can be against us? 32He who did not spare his own Son but 
gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 
33Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to 
condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who 
is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 
 we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 
38For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present 
nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Gospel Reading Luke 12:35–40 
P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the twelfth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 35[Jesus said:] “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, 36and be like 
men who are waiting for their master to come home from the wedding feast, so that 
they may open the door to him at once when he comes and knocks. 37Blessed are 
those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he 
will dress himself for service and have them recline at table, and he will come and 
serve them. 38If he comes in the second watch, or in the third, and finds them awake, 
blessed are those servants! 39But know this, that if the master of the house had 
known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have left his house to be 
broken into. 40You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you 
do not expect.” 
  
P In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 
 
 

Children’s Sermon 
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771 Be Still, My Soul, before the Lord 

1 Be still, my soul, before the Lord, 
    For God is always near. 
Before your mind is moved to pray, 
    God listens and will hear. 

 
2 You need not multiply your words 

    Nor pray with practiced art. 
Beyond all speech, God understands 
    The hunger of your heart. 

 
3 Wait, then, in quiet confidence, 

    Your anxious thoughts at rest. 
God knows your needs before you ask 
    And works for what is best. 

 
4 Be still, my soul, before the Lord; 

    On God in patience wait. 
God’s love, unseen, surrounds your life; 
    God’s help will not be late. 

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923–2007 
Text: © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004860 
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Sermon 
 
 

Canticle 
 

933 My Soul Rejoices 
1 My soul rejoices, 

    My spirit voices— 
Sing the greatness of the Lord! 
    For God my Savior 
    Has shown me favor— 
Sing the greatness of the Lord! 
    With praise and blessing, 
    Join in confessing 
    God, who is solely 
    Mighty and holy— 
O sing the greatness of God the Lord! 
    His mercy surely 
    Shall rest securely 
    On all who fear Him, 
    Love and revere Him— 
O sing the greatness of God the Lord! 
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2 His arm now baring, 
    His strength declaring— 
Sing the greatness of the Lord! 
    The proud He scatters, 
    Their rule He shatters— 
Sing the greatness of the Lord! 
    Oppression halted; 
    The meek exalted. 
    Full are the hungry; 
    Empty, the wealthy— 
O sing the greatness of God the Lord! 
    Here is the token 
    All that was spoken 
    To Abr’ham’s offspring 
    God is fulfilling— 
O sing the greatness of God the Lord! 

Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Text: © 1991 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004860 

 
 

Offering and Sharing of Peace 
 
 

Prayer 
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Litany (sung) LSB 249 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray 

to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For our synod and district presidents, for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the 

Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For our president, for all public servants, for the government and those who protect 

us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to 
the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every 

place, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those 

who toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord 
great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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P For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful 
times, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the 

Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
  
The prayers then continue (spoken): 
  
P For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to 

the Lord: 
C Alleluia. 
  
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
  
Silence for individual prayer may follow. 
  
P Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, one another, 

and our whole life to Christ, our Lord: 
C To You, O Lord. 
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Preface 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
 

Proper Preface 
P It is not only our duty but our delight to give You thanks and praise, holy Father, 

almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose incarnation 
delivered to us Your Son to be our Savior and Redeemer, that we may live in Him 
and under Him, in His kingdom, now and forever. Grant us grace that we may sing 
Your praise with the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host, evermore 
praising Your holy name and singing: 

 
 

Sanctus LSB 208 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 

Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 251 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
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In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 
C 1  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

    You take the sin of the world away; 
    O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
  
2  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    You take the sin of the world away; 
    Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 
    And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 
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743 Jesus, Priceless Treasure 
1 Jesus, priceless treasure, 

Fount of purest pleasure, 
    Truest friend to me, 
Ah, how long in anguish 
Shall my spirit languish, 
    Yearning, Lord, for Thee? 
        Thou art mine, 
        O Lamb divine! 
I will suffer naught to hide Thee; 
Naught I ask beside Thee. 

 
2 In Thine arms I rest me; 

Foes who would molest me 
    Cannot reach me here. 
Though the earth be shaking, 
Ev’ry heart be quaking, 
    Jesus calms my fear. 
        Lightnings flash 
        And thunders crash; 
Yet, though sin and hell assail me, 
Jesus will not fail me. 
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3 Satan, I defy thee; 
Death, I now decry thee; 
    Fear, I bid thee cease. 
World, thou shalt not harm me 
Nor thy threats alarm me 
    While I sing of peace. 
        God’s great pow’r 
        Guards ev’ry hour; 
Earth and all its depths adore Him, 
Silent bow before Him. 

 
4 Hence, all earthly treasure! 

Jesus is my pleasure, 
    Jesus is my choice. 
Hence, all empty glory! 
Naught to me thy story 
    Told with tempting voice. 
        Pain or loss, 
        Or shame or cross, 
Shall not from my Savior move me 
Since He deigns to love me. 
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5 Evil world, I leave thee; 
Thou canst not deceive me, 
    Thine appeal is vain. 
Sin that once did blind me, 
Get thee far behind me, 
    Come not forth again. 
        Past thy hour, 
        O pride and pow’r; 
Sinful life, thy bonds I sever, 
Leave thee now forever. 

 
6 Hence, all fear and sadness! 

For the Lord of gladness, 
    Jesus, enters in. 
Those who love the Father, 
Though the storms may gather, 
    Still have peace within. 
        Yea, whate’er 
        I here must bear, 
Thou art still my purest pleasure, 
Jesus, priceless treasure! 

Text: Johann Franck, 1618–77; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text: Public domain 
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732 All Depends on Our Possessing 
1 All depends on our possessing 

God’s abundant grace and blessing, 
    Though all earthly wealth depart. 
They who trust with faith unshaken 
By their God are not forsaken 
    And will keep a dauntless heart. 

 
2 He who to this day has fed me 

And to many joys has led me 
    Is and ever shall be mine. 
He who ever gently schools me, 
He who daily guides and rules me 
    Will remain my help divine. 

 
3 Many spend their lives in fretting 

Over trifles and in getting 
    Things that have no solid ground. 
I shall strive to win a treasure 
That will bring me lasting pleasure 
    And that now is seldom found. 
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4 When with sorrow I am stricken, 
Hope anew my heart will quicken; 
    All my longing shall be stilled. 
To His loving-kindness tender 
Soul and body I surrender, 
    For on God alone I build. 

 
5 Well He knows what best to grant me; 

All the longing hopes that haunt me, 
    Joy and sorrow, have their day. 
I shall doubt His wisdom never; 
As God wills, so be it ever; 
    I commit to Him my way. 

 
6 If my days on earth He lengthen, 

God my weary soul will strengthen; 
    All my trust in Him I place. 
Earthly wealth is not abiding, 
Like a stream away is gliding; 
    Safe I anchor in His grace. 

Text: Andächtige Haus-Kirche, 1676, Nürnberg; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text: Public domain 
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The Dismissal 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body 

and soul to life everlasting. Depart  in peace. 
C Amen. 
 
 

Collect for Peace 
P Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings with Your most gracious favor, and further us 

with Your continual help that in all our works begun, continued, and ended in You 
we may glorify Your holy name and finally by Your mercy obtain eternal salvation; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Benedicamus LSB 252 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Benediction LSB 252 
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the X Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless 

and preserve you. 
C Amen. 
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878 Abide with Me 
1 Abide with me, fast falls the eventide. 

The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide. 
When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 
Help of the helpless, O abide with me. 

 
2 I need Thy presence ev’ry passing hour; 

What but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s pow’r? 
Who like Thyself my guide and stay can be? 
Through cloud and sunshine, O abide with me. 

 
3 Come not in terrors, as the King of kings, 

But kind and good, with healing in Thy wings; 
Tears for all woes, a heart for ev’ry plea. 
Come, Friend of sinners, thus abide with me. 

 
4 Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day; 

Earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away; 
Change and decay in all around I see; 
O Thou who changest not, abide with me. 

 
5 I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless; 

Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness. 
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory? 
I triumph still if Thou abide with me! 
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6 Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies. 
Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 

Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793–1847, alt. 
Text: Public domain 
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