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Hymn Sing and Welcome

Opening Hymn # 338 — Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus

1 Come, Thou long-expected Jesus,
Born to set Thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us;
Let us find our rest in Thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation,
Hope of all the earth Thou art,
Dear desire of ev’ry nation,
Joy of ev’ry longing heart.



2 Born Thy people to deliver;
Born a child and yet a king!
Born to reign in us forever,
Now Thy gracious kingdom bring.
By Thine own eternal Spirit
Rule in all our hearts alone;
By Thine all-sufficient merit
Raise us to Thy glorious throne.

Text: Public domain

Invocation and Opening Verses
P: In the name of the Father and of the = Son and of the Holy Spirt.
C: Amen.

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!

: Shout, daughter of Jerusalem!

See, your King comes to you,

Righteous and having salvation.

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
From the house of the Lord we bless you.
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The Advent Canticle # 357 (4) — Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel

O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree,
Free them from Satan’s tyranny
That trust Thy mighty pow’r to save,
And give them vict’ry o’er the grave.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel

Shall come to thee, O Israel!

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, KdIn; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Text: Public domain

The “O” Antiphon

P: O Root of Jesse, standing as an ensign before the peoples, before whom all kings are mute, to
whom the nations will do homage:

C: Come quickly to deliver us. Amen

The Scripture Readings
The Old Testament Prophecy: Isaiah 52:1-10

Awake, awake,
put on your strength, O Zion;
put on your beautiful garments,
O Jerusalem, the holy city . ..



How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of him who brings good news,
who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness,
who publishes salvation,
who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”
The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice;
together they sing for joy;
for eye to eye they see
the return of the LORD to Zion.
Break forth together into singing,
you waste places of Jerusalem,
for the LORD has comforted his people;
he has redeemed Jerusalem.
The LORD has bared his holy arm
before the eyes of all the nations,
and all the ends of the earth shall see
the salvation of our God.

Following the Reading:
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



The Holy Gospel: Luke 1:5-25

Prior to the reading of the Gospel:
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the First Chapter.
C: Gloryto You, O Lord.

In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, of the division of Abijah.
And he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. And they were both
righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments and statutes of the Lord. But
they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were advanced in years.

Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was on duty, according to the
custom of the priesthood, he was chosen by lot to enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense.
And the whole multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour of incense. And there
appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense. And
Zechariah was troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon him. But the angel said to him, “Do
not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a
son, and you shall call his name John. And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at
his birth, for he will be great before the Lord. And he must not drink wine or strong drink, and he
will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb. And he will turn many of the
children of Israel to the Lord their God, and he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah,
to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to
make ready for the Lord a people prepared.”

And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For [ am an old man, and my wife is
advanced in years.” And the angel answered him, “I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of
God, and | was sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. And behold, you will be silent
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and unable to speak until the day that these things take place, because you did not believe my
words, which will be fulfilled in their time.” And the people were waiting for Zechariah, and they
were wondering at his delay in the temple. And when he came out, he was unable to speak to them,
and they realized that he had seen a vision in the temple. And he kept making signs to them and
remained mute. And when his time of service was ended, he went to his home.

After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she kept herself hidden,
saying, “Thus the Lord has done for me in the days when he looked on me, to take away my
reproach among people.”

Following the Reading:
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ,

The Sermon Hymn # 936 — Sing Praise to the God of Israel
(“Zechariah’s Song”)

1 Sing praise to the God of Israel!
Sing praise for His visitation!
Redeeming His people from their sin,
Accomplishing their salvation,
Upraising a mighty horn within
The house of His servant David!



2 God spoke by the prophets long ago,
His promise on oath recalling—
To Abraham made in former years:
Of vanquishing foes appalling,
That those He delivered from their fears
Might gladly and truly serve Him.

3 You, child, will go on before the Lord
As prophet, His way preparing;
To speak on behalf of God Most High,
His counsel of truth declaring:
Rich mercy and grace for all whereby
Iniquity is forgiven.

4 O bright, rising Sun, now shine on us
In need of illumination;
Come scatter the shades of sin and death
And shatter their domination.
Be guiding our footsteps on the path
Of peace, in Your presence dawning!

Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004860

Children’s Sermon




The Sermon “Our Advent Journey, to Jerusalem”

The Exchange of Peace and The Offering

The Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.




The Responsive Verse

Lo, He who is coming has come!

- We welcome Him with thankful hearts.
Lo, He who has come is coming!

We wait for Him with fervent faith.

Lo, He comes!

Even so, come, Lord Jesus!
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The Benediction

P. The Almighty and Merciful Lord, the Father, the * Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and keep us
as we await the coming of our Savior.
C: Amen.

The Closing Hymn # 883 — All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night

1 All praise to Thee, my God, this night
For all the blessings of the light.
Keep me, O keep me, King of kings,
Beneath Thine own almighty wings.



2 Forgive me, Lord, for Thy dear Son,
The ill that | this day have done,
That with the world, myself, and Thee,
, ere | sleep, at peace may be.

3 Teach me to live that | may dread
The grave as little as my bed.
Teach me to die that so | may
Rise glorious at the awe-full day.

4 Oh, may my soul in Thee repose,
And may sweet sleep mine eyelids close,
Sleep that shall me more vig’rous make
To serve my God when | awake!

5 When in the night | sleepless lie,
My soul with heav’nly thoughts supply;
Let no ill dreams disturb my rest,
No pow’rs of darkness me molest.

(stand)

6 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Text: Public domain
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