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Second Sunday of Advent 

 
December 10, 2023 – Order of Matins  

 
Advent Versicles (sung) LSB 219 

P O Lord, open my lips, 
C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
P Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 
C make haste to help me, O Lord. 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us. 

 
 

Psalmody 

 
 

Antiphon (Advent) 
P Behold, the Lord comes to save us. 
C O come, let us worship Him. 
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Venite (sung) LSB 220 
C O come, let us sing to the Lord, 

let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. 
Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving, 
let us make a joyful noise to Him with songs of praise. 
  
For the Lord is a great God 
and a great king above all gods. 
The deep places of the earth are in His hand; 
the strength of the hills is His also. 
  
The sea is His, for He made it, 
and His hand formed the dry land. 
O come, let us worship and bow down, 
let us kneel before the Lord, our maker. 
  
For He is our God, 
and we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand. 
  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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Antiphon (Advent) (sung) 
P Behold, the Lord comes to save us. 
C O come, let us worship Him. 
 
 

Introit 
P Restore us, O God; 
C let Your face shine, that we may be saved! 
  
P Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, You who lead Joseph like a flock! 
C You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth. 
  
P You brought a vine out of Egypt; 
C it took deep root and filled the land. 
  
P Restore us, O God of hosts; 
C let You face shine, that we may be saved! 

 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

  
P Restore us, O God; 
C let Your face shine, that we may be saved! 
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343 Prepare the Royal Highway 
1 Prepare the royal highway; 

    The King of kings is near! 
Let ev’ry hill and valley 
    A level road appear! 
Then greet the King of Glory 
Foretold in sacred story: Refrain 

 
ref Hosanna to the Lord, 

For He fulfills God’s Word! 
 
2 God’s people, see Him coming: 

    Your own eternal king! 
Palm branches strew before Him! 
    Spread garments! Shout and sing! 
God’s promise will not fail you! 
No more shall doubt assail you! Refrain 

 
3 Then fling the gates wide open 

    To greet your promised king! 
Your king, yet ev’ry nation 
    Its tribute too should bring. 
All lands, bow down before Him! 
All nations, now adore Him! Refrain 
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4 His is no earthly kingdom; 
    It comes from heav’n above. 
His rule is peace and freedom 
    And justice, truth, and love. 
So let your praise be sounding 
For kindness so abounding: Refrain 

Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772–1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004860 

 
 

Readings 

 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 40:1–11 
L A reading from Isaiah, chapter 40. 
  

1Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 
2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
 and cry to her 
that her warfare is ended, 
 that her iniquity is pardoned, 
that she has received from the LORD’s hand 
 double for all her sins. 
3A voice cries: 
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; 
 make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
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4Every valley shall be lifted up, 
 and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 
 and the rough places a plain. 
5And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 
 and all flesh shall see it together, 
 for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
6A voice says, “Cry!” 
 And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
All flesh is grass, 
 and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. 
7The grass withers, the flower fades 
 when the breath of the LORD blows on it; 
 surely the people are grass. 
8The grass withers, the flower fades, 
 but the word of our God will stand forever. 
9Get you up to a high mountain, 
 O Zion, herald of good news; 
lift up your voice with strength, 
 O Jerusalem, herald of good news; 
 lift it up, fear not; 
say to the cities of Judah, 
 “Behold your God!” 
10Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, 
 and his arm rules for him; 
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behold, his reward is with him, 
 and his recompense before him. 
11He will tend his flock like a shepherd; 
 he will gather the lambs in his arms; 
he will carry them in his bosom, 
 and gently lead those that are with young. 

  
L O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Epistle Reading 2 Peter 3:8–14 
L A reading from 2 Peter, chapter 3. 
  
 8But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9The Lord is not slow to fulfill his 
promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any 
should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 10But the day of the Lord will 
come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly 
bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on 
it will be exposed. 
 11Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be 
in lives of holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of 
God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the 
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heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! 13But according to his promise we are waiting 
for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 
 14Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him 
without spot or blemish, and at peace. 
  
L O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Gospel Reading Mark 1:1–8 
P A reading from Mark, chapter 1. 
  
 1The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
 2As it is written in Isaiah the prophet, 

“Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 
 who will prepare your way, 
3the voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
 make his paths straight,’” 

4John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins. 5And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going 
out to him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and 
ate locusts and wild honey. 7And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is 
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mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8I 
have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 

Responsory (sung) LSB 221 
P Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory 

dwells. 
P Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory 

dwells. 
P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory 

dwells. 
 
 

Children’s Sermon 
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346 When All the World Was Cursed 
1 When all the world was cursed 

    By Moses’ condemnation, 
Saint John the Baptist came 
    With words of consolation. 
With true forerunner’s zeal 
    The greater One he named, 
And Him, as yet unknown, 
    As Savior he proclaimed. 

 
2 Before he yet was born, 

    He leaped in joyful meeting, 
Confessing Him as Lord 
    Whose mother he was greeting. 
By Jordan’s rolling stream, 
    A new Elijah bold, 
He testified of Him 
    Of whom the prophets told: 
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3 Behold the Lamb of God 
    That bears the world’s transgression, 
Whose sacrifice removes 
    The devil’s dread oppression. 
Behold the Lamb of God, 
    Who takes away our sin, 
Who for our peace and joy 
    Will full atonement win. 

 
4 O grant, dear Lord of love, 

    That we receive, rejoicing, 
The word proclaimed by John, 
    Our true repentance voicing, 
That gladly we may walk 
    Upon our Savior’s way 
Until we live with Him 
    In His eternal day. 

Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635–1711; tr. Paul E. Kretzmann, 1883–1965, alt. 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004860 

 
 

Sermon 
 
 

Canticle 
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Te Deum (sung) LSB 223 

C We praise You, O God; we acknowledge You to be the Lord. 
All the earth now worships You, the Father everlasting. 
To You all angels cry aloud, the heavens and all the pow’rs therein. 
To You cherubim and seraphim continually do cry: 
  
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; 
heaven and earth are full of the majesty of Your glory. 
The glorious company of the apostles praise You. 
The goodly fellowship of the prophets praise You. 
  
The noble army of martyrs praise You. 
The holy Church throughout all the world does acknowledge You: 
The Father of an infinite majesty; Your adorable, true, and only Son; 
also the Holy Ghost, the Comforter. 
  
You are the king of glory, O Christ; 
You are the everlasting Son of the Father. 
  
When You took upon Yourself to deliver man, 
You humbled Yourself to be born of a virgin. 
When You had overcome the sharpness of death, 
You opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 
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You sit at the right hand of God 
in the glory of the Father. 
We believe that You will come 
to be our judge. 
  
We therefore pray You to help Your servants, 
whom You have redeemed with Your precious blood. 
Make them to be numbered with Your saints 
in glory everlasting.  
 
O Lord, save Your people and bless Your heritage.  
Govern them and lift them up forever.  
Day by day we magnify You.  
And we worship Your name forever and ever.  
 
Grant, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin.  
O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us.  
O Lord, let Your mercy be upon us, as our trust is in You.  
O Lord, in You have I trusted; let me never be confounded. 

 
 

Offering and Sharing of Peace 
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Kyrie (sung) LSB 227 
C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
 

357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel sts. ref, 3 
3 O come, O come, Thou Lord of might, 

Who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height 
In ancient times didst give the Law 
In cloud and majesty and awe. Refrain 

 
ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
 

O Adonai 

O Adonai and ruler of the house of Israel, who appeared to Moses in the burning 
bush and gave him the Law on Sinai: 
 Come with an outstretched arm and redeem us. 
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Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

Collects 
 
 

Salutation (sung) LSB 227 
P O Lord, hear my prayer. 
C And let my cry come to You. 
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Collect of the Day 
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by 
His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
 

Additional Collects of Intercession and Thanksgiving 
 
 

Collect for Grace 
P O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely 

brought us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty 
power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of 
danger, but that all our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be 
righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Benedicamus LSB 228 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Benediction LSB 228 
P The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C Amen. 
  
 

344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 
1 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 

Announces that the Lord is nigh; 
Awake and hearken, for he brings 
Glad tidings of the King of kings! 

 
2 Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin; 

Make straight the way for God within, 
And let us all our hearts prepare 
For Christ to come and enter there. 

 
3 We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord, 

Our refuge and our great reward; 
Without Thy grace we waste away 
Like flow’rs that wither and decay. 

 
4 Lay on the sick Thy healing hand 

And make the fallen strong to stand; 
Show us the glory of Thy face 
Till beauty springs in ev’ry place. 
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(stand) 
 5 All praise, eternal Son, to Thee 

Whose advent sets Thy people free, 
Whom with the Father we adore 
And Holy Spirit evermore. 

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676–1749; tr. composite 
Text: Public domain 
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