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First Sunday of Advent 

 
December 3, 2023 – Divine Service Three with Communion  

 
 

347 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People 
1 “Comfort, comfort ye My people, 

    Speak ye peace,” thus saith our God; 
“Comfort those who sit in darkness, 
    Mourning ’neath their sorrows’ load. 
Speak ye to Jerusalem 
Of the peace that waits for them; 
    Tell her that her sins I cover 
    And her warfare now is over.” 

 
2 Yea, her sins our God will pardon, 

    Blotting out each dark misdeed; 
All that well deserved His anger 
    He no more will see or heed. 
She hath suffered many_a day, 
Now her griefs have passed away; 
    God will change her pining sadness 
    Into ever-springing gladness. 
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3 Hark, the herald’s voice is crying 
    In the desert far and near, 
Calling sinners to repentance, 
    Since the Kingdom now is here. 
O that warning cry obey! 
Now prepare for God a way; 
    Let the valleys rise to meet Him 
    And the hills bow down to greet Him. 

 
4 Make ye straight what long was crooked; 

    Make the rougher places plain. 
Let your hearts be true and humble, 
    As befits His holy reign. 
For the glory of the Lord 
Now o’er earth is shed abroad, 
    And all flesh shall see the token 
    That His Word is never broken. 

Text: Johann Olearius, 1611–84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
 

Confession and Absolution 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
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Exhortation LSB 184 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 

God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 
 

Confession of Sins LSB 184 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 
eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 
them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to 
be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
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Absolution LSB 185 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead 
and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Service of the Word 

 
 

Introit Psalm 25:1–3; antiphon: Zechariah 9:9b, alt. 

Behold, your king is coming to you; 
 righteous and having salvation. 
To you, O LORD, 
 I lift up my soul. 
O my God, in you I trust; let me not be put to shame; 
 let not my enemies exult over me. 
Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame; 
 they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 
 

Gloria Patri LSB 186 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen. 
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Kyrie LSB 186 
C Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
 

The Advent Canticle  
357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel sts. 1, ref 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. Refrain 

 

ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
 

The “O” Antiphon 
P O Emmanuel, our king and our Lord, the anointed for the nations and their Savior: 
C Come and save us, O Lord our God. 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be rescued 
from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; for 
You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 
 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 64:1–9 
1Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, 
 that the mountains might quake at your presence— 
2 as when fire kindles brushwood 
 and the fire causes water to boil— 
to make your name known to your adversaries, 
 and that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
3When you did awesome things that we did not look for, 
 you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
4From of old no one has heard 
 or perceived by the ear, 
no eye has seen a God besides you, 
 who acts for those who wait for him. 
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5You meet him who joyfully works righteousness, 
 those who remember you in your ways. 
Behold, you were angry, and we sinned; 
 in our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be saved? 
6We have all become like one who is unclean, 
 and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. 
We all fade like a leaf, 
 and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
7There is no one who calls upon your name, 
 who rouses himself to take hold of you; 
for you have hidden your face from us, 
 and have made us melt in the hand of our iniquities. 
8But now, O LORD, you are our Father; 
 we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
 we are all the work of your hand. 
9Be not so terribly angry, O LORD, 
 and remember not iniquity forever. 
 Behold, please look, we are all your people. 

  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt. 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. 
 Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem. 
Behold, your king is coming to you; 
 righteous and having salvation. 
Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 From the house of the Lord we bless you. 

 
 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:3–9 
 3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given 
you in Christ Jesus, 5that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all 
knowledge—6even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you—7so that 
you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 8who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
9God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Alleluia LSB 190 
C Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
 

Holy Gospel Mark 13:24–37 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the thirteenth chapter. 
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  
 24[Jesus said:] “In those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the 
moon will not give its light, 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers 
in the heavens will be shaken. 26And then they will see the Son of Man coming in 
clouds with great power and glory. 27And then he will send out the angels and gather 
his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
 28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts 
out its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things 
taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly, I say to you, this 
generation will not pass away until all these things take place. 31Heaven and earth will 
pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
 32“But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not 
know when the time will come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves 
home and puts his servants in charge, each with his work, and commands the 
doorkeeper to stay awake. 35Therefore stay awake—for you do not know when the 
master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or when the cock crows, 
or in the morning— 36lest he come suddenly and find you asleep. 37And what I say to 
you I say to all: Stay awake.” 
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P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
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     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 

Children’s Sermon 
 
 

355 O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide sts. 1–2, 4, 6–7 
1 O Savior, rend the heavens wide; 

Come down, come down with mighty stride; 
Unlock the gates, the doors break down; 
Unbar the way to heaven’s crown. 
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2 O Father, light from heaven send; 
As morning dew, O Son, descend. 
Drop down, you clouds, the life of spring: 
To Jacob’s line rain down the King. 

 
4 O Fount of hope, how long, how long? 

When will You come with comfort strong? 
O come, O come, Your throne forego; 
Console us in our vale of woe. 

 
6 Sin’s dreadful doom upon us lies; 

Grim death looms fierce before our eyes. 
O come, lead us with mighty hand 
From exile to our promised land. 

 
7 There shall we all our praises bring 

And sing to You, our Savior King; 
There shall we laud You and adore 
Forever and forevermore. 

Text: Friedrich von Spee, 1591–1635; tr. Martin L. Seltz, 1909–67, alt. 
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004860 

 
 

Sermon 
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Votum 
P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in 

Christ Jesus. 
C Amen. 
 
 

Offertory LSB 192 
C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. 
Amen. 

 
 

Offering and Sharing of Peace 
 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 
 

Service of the Sacrament 

 
 

Preface LSB 194 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
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P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
C It is meet and right so to do. 
 
 

Proper Preface (Full) 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised 
Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling 
sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when 
He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 
You and saying: 

 
 

Sanctus LSB 195 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the 
Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
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Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
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In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, 
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
 

Pax Domini LSB 197 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 
C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have 

mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have 
mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us 
Thy peace. Amen. 

 
 

Distribution 
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333 Once He Came in Blessing 
1 Once He came in blessing, 

All our sins redressing; 
    Came in likeness lowly, 
    Son of God most holy; 
Bore the cross to save us; 
Hope and freedom gave us. 

 
2 Now He gently leads us; 

With Himself He feeds us 
    Precious food from heaven, 
    Pledge of peace here given, 
Manna that will nourish 
Souls that they may flourish. 

 
3 Soon will come that hour 

When with mighty power 
    Christ will come in splendor 
    And will judgment render, 
With the faithful sharing 
Joy beyond comparing. 
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4 Come, then, O Lord Jesus, 
From our sins release us. 
    Keep our hearts believing, 
    That we, grace receiving, 
Ever may confess You 
Till in heav’n we bless You. 

Text: Johann Horn, c. 1490–1547; (sts. 1, 4): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; (sts. 2–3): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006 
Text (sts. 1, 4): Public domain 
Text (sts. 2–3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004860 

 
 

621 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 
1 Let all mortal flesh keep silence 

    And with fear and trembling stand; 
Ponder nothing earthly-minded, 
    For with blessing in His hand 
Christ our God to earth descending 
    Comes our homage to demand. 

 
2 King of kings yet born of Mary, 

    As of old on earth He stood, 
Lord of lords in human vesture, 
    In the body and the blood, 
He will give to all the faithful 
    His own self for heav’nly food. 
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3 Rank on rank the host of heaven 
    Spreads its vanguard on the way 
As the Light of Light, descending 
    From the realms of endless day, 
Comes the pow’rs of hell to vanquish 
    As the darkness clears away. 

 
4 At His feet the six-winged seraph, 

    Cherubim with sleepless eye, 
Veil their faces to the presence 
    As with ceaseless voice they cry: 
“Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia, Lord Most High!” 

Text: Liturgy of St. James, 5th cent.; tr. Gerard Moultrie, 1829–85, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
 

The Dismissal LSB 199 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body 

and soul to life everlasting. Depart  in peace. 
C Amen. 
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Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 
C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the 
face of all people, 
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen. 

 
 

Thanksgiving 200 
P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C and His mercy endureth forever. 
 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
P Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness 
sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You 
have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake 
Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we 
may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Salutation LSB 201 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 
 

Benedicamus 202 
P Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Benediction LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and  give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 
 
 

351 Creator of the Stars of Night 
1 Creator of the stars of night, 

Thy people’s everlasting Light: 
O Christ, Redeemer, save us all 
And hear Thy servants when they call. 
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2 Thou, grieving that the ancient curse 
Should doom to death a universe, 
Hast found the healing, full of grace, 
To cure and save our ruined race. 

 
3 Thou cam’st the Bridegroom of the bride, 

As drew the world to eventide, 
The spotless Victim all divine 
Proceeding from a virgin shrine. 

 
(stand) 6 To God the Father and the Son 

And Holy Spirit, Three in One, 
Praise, honor, might, and glory be 
From age to age eternally. Amen. 

Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Text: Public domain 
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