
     Good news makes me glad.  A smile on the face of my 

wife brings me joy.  The sound of my children getting along 

and laughing when we are all together makes me thankful to 

God for his act of creating.  I am uplifted by a friendly note or 

email or when my neighbor waves and yells a greeting from 

his yard.  Kindness is a lift - I assume that is a universal reality 

for people all over the world. 

     If so, then why does Jesus say, “Blessed are you when others 

revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 

falsely on my account? (Matthew 5:11)”  Insults hurt.  Rumors 

wreck lives.  Name calling happens to people of every genera-

tion and it is just as painful at 50 as it is at 15.  Why would we 

ever rejoice in being attacked in any way?  Only when it 

means we are included in the life and victory of Christ. 

     In Matthew 5:12 Jesus says, “Rejoice and be glad, for your 

reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the proph-

ets who were before you.”  The prophets pointed to Christ in 

word and deed.  The Apostles did the same and they were 

persecuted.  We follow in their footsteps pointing to Christ 

and so we will face rejection and persecution. 

     Persecution hurts, but so does a good workout when I go 

for a hundred miles on my bike.  If your favorite sports team 

beats their opposing team on that team’s home field, the vic-

tors will be booed and may fear their safety as they leave that 

town.  Even a parent who disciplines her children will face 

fierce pushback, occasionally.  When we publicly profess our 

faith, it is an exercise of our whole person proclaiming the 

victory of Jesus’ death and resurrection to people who op-

pose even the idea of God, not to mention the eternal Christ 

who works in time and space, and the scriptures. 

     We plan to face that battle again on January 20, 2023, in 

Washington, D.C., for the annual national March for Life.  If 

ever we thought that an overturn of Roe v. Wade would  

resolve the arguments over abortion, we have discovered a 

different reality now.  The overturn of Roe v. Wade has only 

made the pro-abortion movement more vicious and destruc-

tive.  In printed and online ads, pro-abortion advocates have 

called for violence against pro-life advocates and crisis pregnan-

cy centers.  Name calling is mild in light of the riots many abor-

tion advocates support. 

     Because of these threats, some folks have expressed con-

cern over their own safety at an event like the National March 

for Life.  Sure, since Roe v. Wade has been overturned, the 2023 

March for Life could be an amazing victory celebration full of 

thanksgiving.  On the other hand, it could be the place where 

protestors choose to wage war against the pro-life movement 

and its people.  I have no idea what to expect and I have yet to 

see anyone confident in making a prediction.  You need to 

make the decision about going for yourself as you seek God’s 

will for your witness and well-being.  We live under the Gospel 

Christ has given us.  Nevertheless, please consider the national 

March as an opportunity to walk with your fellow Christians, 

and the apostles, and the prophets before you. 

     As you consider the possibility of joining the March, consid-

er Paul’s words in Philippians 4, “Rejoice in the Lord always; 

again I will say, rejoice. 5 Let your reasonableness be known to 

everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6 do not be anxious about any-

thing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanks-

giving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the 

peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 

  

Your friend and fellow worker, 

Pastor Christ 

Give Thanks!  
By Rev. Chris Navurskis, Senior Pastor 
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Best Construction   
By Rev. Kevin Koester, Associate Pastor 

Dear members and friends of Mt. Calvary, 

     Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!  

I pray that God fills your hearts with thankfulness and warmth 

this month, as you gather with family and friends.  Warmth is 

something that we will be needing in the months to come.  

Very abruptly, in the last few weeks, we received our first 

freeze.  Upon the first freeze, there are usually a few things 

that we can count on hearing.  Usually, someone will make 

mention of the white stuff and how it’s not too far around the 

corner.  In response, someone may hush them, wishing to 

hold off a bit longer.  One of the more entertaining parts is 

that people will often have a folksy way of saying things like 

this.  With so many Falls, Winters, Springs, and Summers un-

der their belt, people have a lot of sayings.  

     In Minnesota, I grew up using many sayings.  Most of them 

are funny observations about the world around us, like how 

large and numerous mosquitoes are in Minnesota.  Some of 

them are clichés that cause people to roll their eyes.  Recent-

ly, there was one that came to mind as I was driving to Sioux 

Falls.  A Minnesotan will often say that there are only two 

seasons where they live:  winter and road construction.  The 

reason I thought of it is because, for the umpteenth time, I 

saw that my path was littered with orange traffic cones, speed 

limit signs, and electronic arrows gently steering me to stay in 

the correct lane.  In the years that I have been in South Dako-

ta, this has been the standard over the summer months and 

even into the fall, for as long as there are high enough temper-

atures for work.  

 

 

     Over time, I have found that the saying about two seasons 

was not nearly as unique to Minnesota as I once thought it 

was.  When I lived in Wisconsin, it was part of the vernacu-

lar.  In Missouri I heard it once or twice.  And then, in South 

Dakota, I have found the same thing.  In all of those places, 

every summer, we would hear the big trucks, watch the or-

ange-clad workers, and smell the new road being laid.  But by 

the time December or January came around, the freezing 

temperatures would cause other roads to contract, crack, 

and crumble.  Some of the potholes got so big, you felt like 

you could go for a swim in them.  And then, the process 

would start all over again. 

     Most of us are not involved in the process of making new 

roads, fixing bridges, or constructing things out of iron, steel, 

or asphalt.  But no matter who we are, we are going to be 

doing some constructing.  You may not be operating a jack-

hammer, but you will be building relationships.  You may not 

be driving truck or laboring in the hot sun, but you will be 

listening to people and putting together what you hear.  This 

is a crucial part of our life together as believers.  

     As members of the body of Christ, we know that some of 

us are more loquacious than others.  We know that some of 

us are much more reserved and quiet.  Sometimes, there are 

people of the same personality or opposite personalities who 

lock horns.  Other times, there is quiet, unspoken tension 

that underlies a relationship.  Yet, that does not mean that 

these people cannot get along.   We are tethered together by 

(continued on page 3) 

 

Several of our members have been taking Lay Leadership Institute (LLI) classes, which are designed to help them be of even 

greater service to their pastors and congregations.  They have been studying doctrine, church history, and more.  One of our 

members, Clint Bartel, would like to share a tidbit that he found in the course of his studies: 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 

At the end of October, we talk about the Reformation, the selling of indulgences, and more. In my reading the other 

day, I came across something about the man who was Pope while Luther fought the battle for God’s Word.  I want to 

share this with you, because I don’t remember ever being told about this in my lifetime. This comes from The Story of 

Luther by W.G. Polack, pages 36-37: 
 

“At this time, Leo X was Pope. He had been made a priest at the age of seven years, a cardinal 

at the age of thirteen, and Pope at age thirty-eight. “Let us enjoy the Papacy,” he said, 'since 

God has given it to us.' What he believed may be seen from his own words. On one occasion, he 

exclaimed:  ‘What an immense sum have we made out of this fable about Christ!”…It could 

hardly be expected that such a Pope would be much concerned about the welfare of the Church 

and its members. He spent money like water to enjoy himself…And to raise such money he sold 

church offices. So we need not be at all surprised to find him proclaiming an indulgence. He was 

building a new St. Peter’s Church in Rome and needed money badly; besides, it was a good  

excuse to get funds for his pleasure also.” 
 

In Christ, Clint Bartel 

 

What a great reminder that God is in control and protects His Church from evil! 
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(continued from page 2) 

our common faith in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior.  We 

do not have a separate building or separate services for those 

who fall into either camp, because neither one is greater than 

the other.  We all stand as equals before the foot of the cross.  

And we are called to work together.  

     Throughout Paul’s letters, you can 

find many references to the divisions 

that existed in the early Church.  Some-

times, they were over crucial issues of 

doctrine and practice.  Sometimes, 

there were personal disagreements.  

Sometimes, it was something small that 

exploded to something which threat-

ened to destroy congregations.  One of 

the best ways that things like this can be 

overcome is by practicing “best con-

struction.”  

     In Martin Luther’s explanation to the 

8th Commandment, you shall not give 

false testimony about your neighbor, he 

says “We should fear and love God so 

that we do not tell lies about our neigh-

bor, betray him, slander him, or hurt his 

reputation, but defend him, speak well 

of him, and explain everything in the 

kindest way.”  In other translations, the 

translation for the last bit is “put the 

best construction on everything.”  

     Contrary to popular practice, when 

you are listening to someone, you are 

not listening necessarily to respond.  As you listen, you are 

grabbing pieces of information to try and build the most com-

plete picture of their speech that you can.  In order to see if 

you are on the right track, you may often reflect back to them 

what you are hearing.  If the statement does not match up, we 

try to incorporate the new pieces that we receive.  In the pro-

cess of correction, we sometimes find that we may have 

assumed the worst in someone else’s words.  For example, 

if somebody has a knife in their hand, worst construction 

would say that they want to attack us.  Best construction 

might say that they just got done 

chopping vegetables for supper.  

     Many times, people do let their 

emotions rule them, but more often 

than not, we really can control the 

way that we react to things.  We can 

do this with people at work, people 

at the store, people who cut us off in 

traffic, but most especially, we can do 

this with our fellow brothers and 

sisters in Christ.  Out of all people, 

do we really think they are likely to 

be the ones desiring to attack us?  

Certainly, we are all sinners.  But 

God had His reasons for putting us 

together.  Those reasons are for 

fellowship, for loving support, for 

sharing in common belief, for prayer, 

for receiving the sacraments, and for 

worship.  As St. Paul says in 1 Corin-

thians 13:4-7, “Love is patient and kind; 

love does not envy or boast; it is not 

arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its 

own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it 

does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but re-

joices with the truth. Love bears all 

things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.”  

That may seem like a tall order, but as we walk with Christ, 

we are led to do this more and more.  If Christ has seen 

the worst in us and still loved us enough to go to the cross 

for our sins, then we also ought to love one another.  

In Christ, Pastor Kevin  

Thanksgiving Eve 

Worship Service 
 

Wednesday, November 23 
 

7:00 p.m. 
 

Kids4Christ and Family Ministry  

will not be meeting on November 23rd 
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Gladys Boomsma 

1251 Arizona Ave SW, Apt. 102 

The Wellshire 

Huron, SD 57350 

 

Gary Doering  

Prairie View Healthcare Center 

401 S 1st Ave 

Woonsocket  SD  57385  

 

Larry and Jan Williams 

772 Dakota Ave S 

Huron, SD 57350 

Advent by Candlelight 

  Sunday, November 27 
 

Our annual Advent by Candlelight event for women of the congregation  

and their guests, “Prepare My Heart, Lord Jesus”, will be held on  

Sunday, November 27, at 6:00 p.m. in the Christian Activity Center.   

The Advent season is a time for remembering the first time Jesus came  

to earth and a time of preparing, asking our Lord Jesus to prepare our 

hearts to welcome His coming.  

 

This will be a wonderful evening of Word, music, fellowship, and  

yummy desserts.  We are looking for women who would be  

willing to host a table.  Please contact Nancy Ziegeldorf or Kerry  

Niederbaumer and be sure to mark your calendars to attend this  

special event and sign up on the sheet in the Fellowship Hall to register. 

NOVEMBER SCHEDULE  
 

Sunday, November 20 starts at 4:00 p.m. 

—Preschool Fall Harvest Festival (see page 6) 
 

Wednesday, November 23 at 7:00 p.m. 

—Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service  
 

Thursday-Friday, November 24-25 

—Church Office Closed 
 

Sunday, November 27 at 6:00 p.m. 

—Advent by Candlelight (see below) 

 

Please check weekly bulletins for more details 

 

A sincere and heartfelt thank you for all prayers and help during my recent health issues and 

the loss of Darrel this summer.  Grief is a deep and profound place but I find great comfort 

in God’s promises and those of you who have surrounded me with love and support in any 

way.  Thank you again to each one of you who help ease the burden—it is so greatly  

appreciated!  

                               Sheila Hampton 
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At the Quarterly Voters’ Assembly  

on October 18th these officers were  

elected for the 2023-2024 term  
 

 

PRESIDENT:  Kerwin Haeder.   
 

SECRETARY:  Heidi DeJong.   
 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY:  Bonnie Rieck.  
 

HEAD USHER:  Scott Adams.  
 

ELDER - Four elected:  Joe Airheart, Robert Blaseg, Ralph Borkowski, Wayne Jungemann. 
 

TRUSTEE, CHAIRMAN:  Glenn Overbay.  
 

TRUSTEE, MEMBER - Two elected:  Stuart Adermann, Trevor Gerrits.  
 

STEWARDSHIP/WELFARE, CHAIRMAN:  Bill Eining.   
 

FINANCE SECRETARY:  Julie Kropuenske.   
 

FINANCE BOARD MEMBER:  Jan Gerrits.   
 

PARISH EDUCATION, CHAIRMAN:  Susan Fuerst.  
 

Thank you to new officers, continuing officers, and outgoing officers for serving the Lord in this way. 

 
 

The Mt. Calvary Monthly Newsletter  

you are receiving by U.S. Mail has a  

single self-addressed stamped envelope 

included with it.   

 

We appreciate the offerings sent  

using these envelopes.  If you would  

like additional stamped envelopes,  

please contact the church office  

at 605-352-7121.   

 

If you are not using the stamped  

envelopes, please bring them back  

to Mt. Calvary for reuse.    

 

Thank you, 

Mt. Calvary Council 

 

Dear friends, Blaine Liebnow has been taking college classes through Concordia University in TX.   

He lives at the Center for Independence and takes the classes online.  His grades are outstanding.   

He plans to work for the Lord by helping churches and Christians communicate the gospel in a variety  

of ways using new and old methods.  He needs help with tuition for the Spring.  Would you consider  

helping with a donation through the ministry of our church?  If so, please talk with Pastor Chris.  

Tuition  

Support  

Needed 

 

We are in need of financial support to purchase a new flower 

cooler.  Our present cooler has been repaired numerous 

times but needs to be replaced.  The cost will be about 

$8,000.  Please consider making a special contribution or  

memorial donation toward this purchase.  

 Mt. Calvary Lutheran Council 

The Board of Stewardship would like to make 
you aware of the financial shortfall Mt. Calvary 
is facing as we enter the final quarter of 2022.  
Our General Fund is currently $56,000 short of 
where we were the same time last year.  While 
its understood that we are all feeling the finan-
cial strain brought on by the rising costs of  
everyday living, we would ask that you prayer-
fully re-examine your stewardship plan.  Please 
continue to pray for Mt. Calvary as we work 
through these challenges.   

God’s Blessings on you and your families. 
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“Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God.” Mark 10:14  

Preschool News 
 

This month has been so much fun and the weather so mild for October, we hate to see it 

end.  We got lots of extra time at the park enjoying the weather while we can!  For our 

units during circle time this month we had one about the dentist and how to keep our teeth 

healthy and one about the fall season.  We discussed what happens in the fall and how the 

leaves change.  For fire safety month, we had a field trip to the fire station here in town.   

We got to meet a firefighter and see all the neat trucks and things they have to help us.   
 

For our Bible stories we had Ruth, Hannah and Samuel, and David and Goliath.  In the story of Ruth we learned how God 

looks out for us and takes care of us.  In the story of Hannah we learned that God listens to our prayers.  In the story of David 

and Goliath we learned that God will help us fight our battles.   
 

We have lots of things to look forward to in November!  On November 15th we are having a fundraiser through Godfather's.  

All day a portion of the money they make with goes to our preschool.  Our Fall Harvest Festival and Auction will be held on  

November 20th starting at 4:00 pm.  There will be a performance by the children to kick things off, followed by a taco bar  

dinner for $8.00 and an auction.  Thank you for being so faithful in your support of our preschool.  We hope to see you there!  
 

  Thank you again for all of your support. — Miss Melissa 

 

Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6 (ESV) 

Children-Youth Ministry at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church  

 

Mt. Calvary Preschool Fall Harvest Festival & Auction 
 

Sunday, November 20, 2022 starting at 4:00 p.m. 
  

The Fall Festival is fast approaching, the preschool is  

bursting with song as the kids prepare for the big night!   

 

The singing program begins at 4:00 p.m. with a meal and auction to follow.   

 

The program, meal and auction will be held in the Activity Center again this year. 

   This year our menu will consist of a “Taco Bar”, dessert and a drink.  
 

Please consider donating services or other goods, creating crafts, making treats or baked goods for the auction to support our 

preschool.   
 

Non-food items will be auctioned on-line with Ben Meyer Auction Service and all donated food items will be auctioned live 

following the meal.  Details will follow as we get closer to the date. 
 

If you are considering donating non-food items, we ask that, if possible, you would please bring to the church 

on or before November 7, 2022, so we can take pictures for the on-line auction.  We will also have items displayed 

throughout the church for all to view.        
 

If you are considering donating a baked good or any food item, please bring a few days prior to or on the day of the auction.  
  

If you have questions about the Fall Festival or donating please feel free to contact  

Dawn Eining, Debbie Busch, or any school board member. 
 

The School Board, teachers, and students deeply appreciate everything that our congregation and its members have done and 

continues to do to help make our school successful!!!  Without God’s grace and blessing and your help/donations we would 

not be able to continue our mission work of teaching children of so many families about God. 
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Children-Youth Ministry at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church  

“Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 19:14 

 

On the news in recent weeks, you probably noticed 

the terrible destruction that Hurricane Ian wrought 

upon the state of Florida.  Many have stepped  

forward to help, including the LCMS.  In conjunc-

tion with those efforts, $2700 of Mt. Calvary  

Sunday School offerings have been donated to  

the Florida/Georgia District for LCMS Disaster 

Response.  Thank you to all the kids who gave 

these offerings!  You have made a huge difference! 

 

 

October 25, 2022 

 

Dear Mt. Calvary, 

 

As God’s people, it is appropriate for us to celebrate His unconditional love and blessings as 

He daily provides for all our needs and so much more.  In the midst of the devastation from 

Hurricane Ian, these blessings become even more apparent as we see how many lost so 

much and even struggle to meet their basic needs. 

 

On behalf of the people and ministries of the Florida-Georgia District, please accept my 

heartfelt thanks for your financial support of those in need!  Your gift will make it possible 

for us to assist the workers/staff of our churches and schools who suffered damage.  In 

addition, we will be coming alongside of those congregations that suffered damage to assist 

them financially also.  We rejoice that we are also partnering with LCMS Disaster Response 

in responding both to these financial needs and in setting up Disaster Response Camps in 

SW Florida.  The Body of Christ throughout our District is truly blessed by the support of 

people like you!  

 

Please continue to keep all those who have been impacted in your prayers, and also those 

who are assisting in the recovery.  May God abundantly provide for those in need.  Again,  

I thank you for your gift and partnership! 

 

Sharing God’s Amazing Grace, 

Rev. James H. Rockey, President 

Florida-Georgia District, LC-MS 

Teaching children about the 

Christian faith is perhaps  

the most important thing a 

person can do in his or her 

life.   
 

Those that give of them-

selves to teach the faith are 

treasured beyond measure, 

but they are often left to do 

almost all the work on their 

own.   

Won’t you prayerfully  

consider being the Sunday 

School Superintendent for 

our congregation?   
 

Contact the Pastors or the 

Board of Education if your 

heart has been moved to  

do this great work.    

Huge shout out to everyone that  

brought their cars, dressed up, served food,  

and helped do all the things on  

Sunday, October 30th!  

 

It wouldn’t have been possible  

without your support.  

Tasha Airheart, Youth Board Chair 
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Mt. Calvary Preschool  

Fall Harvest Festival & Auction 

 

Sunday, November 20, 2022  

at 4:00 p.m. 
  

The Fall Festival is fast approaching, the preschool is  

bursting with song as the kids prepare for the big night!   

 

The singing program will begin at 4:00 p.m.; with a meal and auction to follow.   
 

The program, meal and auction will be held in the Activity Center again this year. 

   This year our menu will consist of a “Taco Bar”, dessert and a drink.  
 

See page 6 for more information. 


