
Dear friends in Christ, 

     I remember how a heavy feeling fell over our house in 

2020.  “Its not fair,” I remember hearing my son say out loud, 

and, “Why does this have to happen now?”  There was some 

additional commentary on the desire for increased freedom, 

but before you get the wrong idea, I am not talking about 

COVID confinement or stay-at-home orders. 

     In 2020 our oldest turned 16 and had his license in hand.  

In March of 2020 the State of South Dakota passed Senate Bill 

113 which 1) changed the require length of time to hold a car 

or motorcycle instruction permit from 180 days to 275 days; 

2) added a new requirement for 50 hours of parent/guardian 

supervised driving (including 10 hours of which must be dur-

ing inclement weather and another 10 hours at night); and 3) 

extended the period of time a minor who has passed a driv-

er’s ed course must drive on an instruction permit from 90 

days to 180 days.  That meant that our middle son was going 

to have more work than his older brother in order to get 

behind the wheel independently.  

     As I read the law and listened to the 

legal testimony that occurred in our state 

legislature, I understood the rationale 

behind the change and quickly supported 

the new plan.  The change came about 

because folks in our state law enforce-

ment, medical care, and auto insurance 

professions saw the negative consequenc-

es we all suffer when drivers have limited 

experience.  Testimony declared that 

automobile accidents were the leading 

cause of teen deaths in South Dakota.  

Experts from AAA argued that age-based 

requirements of the past were shown to 

be inadequate in light of studies examining motor develop-

ment and muscle memory in adolescence.   Every witness 

highlighted the benefit of extended supervised learning to 

ensure the safety and success of young drivers.   Many plead-

ed, “Our young people simply need more time to be ready 

for the risks you face behind the wheel.” 

     When our middle son began to complain, I explained to 

him the reasons behind the change in the law and let him 

know that he would be better off because of it.  There was a 

moment when I thought, “Oh, wait, that means I have more 

to do as well.”  As it turns out, Nate and I have enjoyed the 

extra time on the road and decided to turn the time into ad-

ventures.  Nate drove for 4 hours of the trip we took to hike 

in the hills.  He drove on a recent journey to go mountain bik-

ing.  He drove us to Mitchell this week when we got supplies 

for his Jeep project.  He even drove on the way back from the 

orthodontist.  

     As we drive, we listen to books on Audible, talk about life, 

argue about miscellaneous differing opinions we hold, and plan 

for trips to come.  Sometimes I actively teach and offer instruc-

tion.  Sometimes he asks for advice.  Sometimes it seems like 

he is ready to be on his own.  Then, there is the unexpected.   

We have had to travel through construction zones, go around 

road graders, dodge large, scattered pieces of roadkill or tire 

caps, and, of course, battle the SD wind machine.  The legisla-

ture probably could not have written it into the law, but I be-

lieve other parents are experiencing the same benefits I am – 

the gift of time with my kid.  

     That is my hope for our parents and their children at Mt. 

Calvary.  This month, Pastor Kevin and I (in partnership with 

our elders), will be introducing our new plan for family ministry.  

In the past, we have used the word 

“Confirmation,” to refer to the process 

leading up to the Rite of Confirmation.  I 

believe it is unfortunate because that word 

is not in the Biblical narrative the way we 

use it.  Biblical words that might fit better 

include, “discipleship,” “ministry,” or 

“catechesis” (from a Greek word that 

means “to teach systematically”).  We 

chose “family ministry” because of the way 

God has a special office carved out for the 

head of each household in our congrega-

tion.  As Luther teaches, the catechism has 

its foundation in learning in the home be-

tween parents and children.  Over time, in 

our Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, Confirmation came to 

mean, mostly, the class at which parents drop off students once 

a week during 7th and 8th grades (except for summer months).  

     The new plan at Mt. Calvary intends to restore parents to 

their proper and honored place as primary instructors, with 

pastoral partnership the whole way.  Moreover, it will provide 

for increased support between families to strengthen our con-

gregation and service opportunities to strengthen our commu-

nity.  We plan to increase our time and engagement with our 

children (especially in worship), so that we do not let them go 

at 8th grade, but partner with them in finding more permanent 

roles of service to Christ as they grow.  I must speak in a way 

(continued on page 2) 
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parallel to our friends in the legislature:  our young people 

simply need more supervised learning before they face the 

worldly risks to their faith.   

     Like our state saw South Dakota youth at risk and re-

sponded, our synod has long noted the risk facing our 

churches when it comes to losing our youth.  We must re-

spond.  Overall retention of LC-MS youth after confirmation 

Tough times?  Hold fast.  
By Rev. Kevin Koester, Associate Pastor 

is at an all-time low – around 25 percent.  It does not have to 

be this way.  We have more than a choice – we have a prom-

ise. Jesus himself has commissioned us to teach our kids to 

observe everything He has commanded us, and He promised to 

be with us even to the end of the age! 

Your friend and fellow worker, 

Pastor Chris 

Dear members and friends of Mt. Calvary, 

     Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!  

May the Lord grant you safety and an abundance of blessings 

as you serve Him this month.  This has been our prayer in 

services for many months now.  Each weekend, we have 

asked the Lord to send rain and seasonable weather, especial-

ly during the dry conditions that we have endured.  And now, 

we pray for safety and abundance, as we are seeing the result 

of the Lord’s provision with farmers harvesting everywhere 

you look.  Traditionally, these next weeks and months are 

when we celebrate and give thanks for that which comes out 

of the fields.  We say thank you to the Lord for a fruitful year 

and for sustaining us yet again by providing us with our daily 

bread.  But as I talked about in my last article, there is always 

something to give thanks to the Lord for.  We need no special 

occasion.  We ought to need no specific prompting.  

     We know well what we should do during 

times of plenty, but what about times of want?  

Times of want may be what is coming up.  And 

indeed, a time of want has already been here for 

many.  While I have heard that crops will be okay, 

whispers of other problems have been getting 

louder.  Have you heard them?  “The economy’s 

not looking so good.”  “Gas prices are stubbornly 

high.”  “I never thought I’d pay this much for beef.”  

“Interest rates are going up.”  “The stock market just 

keeps going down. Where’s the floor?”  “I’m going to 

need to draw on my retirement savings soon and I’m 

hemorrhaging money.”  “We’re in for a crash.”  

“We’re in for a recession.”   

     Perhaps the whispers are not quite so quiet 

and perhaps, they have not just started.  There 

has been a dull uproar for quite a while now.  

And although you have probably made up your 

mind on how to act as a citizen of this worldly 

kingdom, I wonder if you have considered how to 

act as a Christian.  What is a person to do about 

all of this?  Is there a prescription for all of these 

headaches, all of these sleepless nights, or all of 

these worrisome moments?  As a pastor, I am no 

trained financial advisor or accountant or money 

manager, so I will not be giving you any advice on 

handling our present circumstances from that 

point of view.  However, there are ways that we 

as Christians should handle tough times, whether they be a 

time of economic hardship, wartime, social unrest, or any-

thing else that comes around to mess everything up.   

     Recently, I was thinking about my grandparents.  Over the 

years, I have thought many times about how great an influ-

ence my grandparents had on my parents.  Even though I 

grew up in the 90’s and early 00’s, there were many times 

where I saw preserved habits from much tougher times, like 

the Great Depression.  For example, I learned that you do 

not waste anything.  If you had leftover food, you saved it for 

another day.  If you only a had little bit of laundry soap left, 

you would water it down to make use of the rest, rather 

than throwing it away.  And you would re-use things too.  I 

can’t tell you how many containers were on their second or 

third purpose, only to be washed out and used again.  

     Although I have heard many stories and have 

seen these mindsets carry on in my parents, I 

really only got to know one of my grandparents.  

The grandparent that I knew the best was Alfred 

Erhard “Tooter” Koester, my dad’s father.  If 

you’re wondering where he got that nickname, it 

happened when he was just a little boy.  Appar-

ently, since he had a toy train, he always made the 

noise that accompanies it and it just stuck.  

Growing up, I didn’t think much of how my 

grandpa must have been as a young child or the 

circumstances that he grew up in.  However, as I 

became older and more aware, I learned that he 

was born on August 25th, 1929.  

     Just a week or two after he was born, the 

Great Depression started brewing, culminating in 

Black Tuesday and the Stock Market crash on 

October 29th.  After the crash, he grew up in the 

dirty 30’s, isolated in the small town of Swanville, 

Minnesota.  When he was only 21 years old, he 

would marry Rosella.  They would have 11 chil-

dren together, before her untimely death at the 

age of 48.  He never remarried, raising his chil-

dren with the help of older siblings and other 

family members.  In order to provide for them, 

he briefly worked at Larson boat works, in addi-

tion to his responsibilities on the farm.  And then, 

just  when  you  thought  he  had  received  his  share 
(continued on page 3) 
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Offices to be filled for the 2023-2024 term  
 

Please pray for the Lord’s guidance as to whether He might desire your service in one of the offices listed 

below for the 2023-2024 term.  Please contact a member of the Nominating Committee if you are interested. 
 

PRESIDENT  (Currently serving:  Kerwin Haeder.  Eligible for reelection.) 
 

SECRETARY  (Currently serving:  Melanie Hinders.  Ineligible for reelection.) 
 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY  (Currently serving:  Marilyn McHenry.  Ineligible for reelection.) 
 

HEAD USHER  (Currently serving:  Tony Halbur.  Ineligible for reelection.) 
 

ELDER - Four to be elected.  (Currently serving and eligible for reelection:  Joe Airheart, Andrew Van Scharrel.  Currently 

serving and ineligible for reelection:  Stuart Adermann, Matt Busch.) 
 

TRUSTEE, CHAIRMAN  (Currently serving: Dave Hinders.  Ineligible for reelection.) 
 

TRUSTEE, MEMBER - Two to be elected.  (Currently serving: Eugene Dennis, Brett Boetel.  Ineligible for reelection.) 
 

STEWARDSHIP/WELFARE, CHAIRMAN  (Currently serving:  Bill Eining.  Eligible for reelection.) 
 

FINANCE SECRETARY  (Currently serving:  Julie Kropuenske.  Eligible for reelection.) 
 

FINANCE BOARD MEMBER  (Currently serving: Jan Gerrits.  Eligible for reelection.) 
 

PARISH EDUCATION, CHAIRMAN  (Currently vacant.) 

 

Daryl Haeder, Denny Mead, Dave Moser, David Niederbaumer, Judy Tschetter, Nancy Ziegeldorf, and  

Pastor Kevin are serving on the Nominating Committee.   

of pain and hardship, he endured the loss of his daughter 

Doreen to a car crash, when she was only 19  years old, and 

he lost a grandson, Joshua, to sudden infant death syndrome 

(SIDS).  

     Of course, as a kid, all I was thinking about was visiting the 

farm.  I was thinking about all the happy gatherings in his 

home, with all my aunts, uncles, cousins, and relatives.  I had 

no idea how much he had overcome and how he must feel as 

a result.  Although I’m sure he had times of deep despair and 

grief, he never lost his faith.  As our family’s patriarch, we still 

think of him often.  I am comforted by the fact that he knew I 

was going to Seminary and intended to serve the Church, even 

if I would have liked for him to hold on a bit longer.  With the 

memorial money after his funeral, they restored the chimes of 

his home congregation, St. Peter’s Lutheran Church.  I think of 

how the music of those times has changed so little over the 

years.  In good times and in bad, they still ring.  

     In tough times, the best thing to do is to trust in the Lord, 

who we know does not change.  In times of discouragement, 

grief, fear, weariness, and uncertainty, the Lord has promised 

to be there.  And He will not stand idly by.  He offers His hand 

in good times, as well as tough times.  There are so many vers-

es that a person could draw upon for hope and encourage-

ment.  I am drawn especially to Hebrews 10:23, which says, 

“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for 

he who promised is faithful.”  Although it may be a rocky road 

ahead, that is no reason to give up.  God has promised to give 

us all that we need and to deliver His people.  And He has 

done so, through His only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   

In Christ, Pastor Kevin    

 

Quarterly Voters’ Assembly  

is Tuesday, October 18  

at 7:00 p.m.  

 

Important to Attend! 

 

Election of officers for 2023-2024 

and approval of 2023 budget 
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The Mt. Calvary Monthly Newsletter 

you are receiving by U.S. Mail has a  

single self-addressed stamped envelope 

included with it.   

 

We appreciate the offerings sent  

using these envelopes.  If you would  

like additional stamped envelopes, 

please contact the church office  

at 605-352-7121.   

 

If you are not using the stamped  

envelopes, please bring them back  

to Mt. Calvary for reuse.    

 

Thank you, 

Mt. Calvary Council 

Thank you for Orphan Grain Train donations!  
 

This is part of a thank you received from Orphan Grain Train on  

September 8, 2022:   

 

To all the wonderful people involved in sharing their belongings, sorting, and 

packing so much for so many.  I still tear up when the semi comes with the 

purple cross on each side.  God is good and he is in charge.  You all are wel-

come to come visit our Milbank  

collection facility for a coffee break or to help pack mercy meals or clothing.  

Again sincere thanks.  God bless all of you. 

Linnea Schwandt, coordinator 

 

Feel free to bring clothing for men, women, and children, accessories, 

shoes, and linens.  All items should be used and in good condition.  If you 

have new items please take the tags off and wash them so they do not  

appear new.  Items may be left in the OGT baskets in the Fellowship Hall 

or the east hallway by the preschool room.  Sheets are needed for quilt 

backs.   

 

Orphan Grain Train disaster relief is in need of items for hygiene kits.  

Congregation members could donate dark colored bath towels and wash 

cloths, new or in new condition, bath size bars of soap, plastic soap box 

holders, toothbrushes, sturdy combs, 1/2-3/4 inch band-aids, small packages 

of facial tissues, and nail clippers.  Money could also  be donated for items 

to be purchased in bulk. 

 

LWML gives thanks  

for 80 years  

of God's Grace  

1942-2022   

 

We are planning to bless others by collecting 

80 plus pairs of socks that we can donate to 

those in need.  We are requesting the  

congregation's help by bringing socks  

by October 9th.  Thanks for helping us  

celebrate 80 years of service.  

 

LWML will have  

a salad supper  

on Thursday, October 6  

at 6:00 p.m.  
 

 

Kerwin Haeder will share about 

his recent trip to the Holy Land.   

 

All are welcome to attend!  
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The family of Dick Stamp would like to grate-

fully acknowledge the outpouring of support 

and memorials they received.  Dick was a 

faithful Main Street Living viewer and his fam-

ily has chosen to gift those memorials to the 

ongoing ministry of Main Street Living. 

Vylene Beckman 

205 Fjerestad Avenue E 

Estelline Nursing Home 

Estelline  SD  57324  

 

 

Gloria Bertsch 

1019 E Cole Rd  

Fremont  OH  43420 

 

 

Todd and Stacy Boonstra 

171 Dutch Lake Trail 

Howard Lake  MN  55439 

 

 

Max Fowler 

2016 Palisades Ln 

Watertown  SD  57201 

 

 

Allison Joel 

PO Box 1335 

Prestonsburg  KY  41653 

 

 

Brian and Tammy Payton 

3379 W 1000 N 

Tremonton  UT 84337 

Jeffery Bartel, son of Clint and Cheryl Bartel, has recently written a book called “The Lost Soul of Scho-

lastic Study.”  He will be joining us to talk about his book and to sign copies on Sunday,  

October 16, at 12:30 pm.  If you would like to know more about Jeffery’s book, here is a preview: 

 

"Do you remember attending that boring class about a miserable subject and asking, "Why does this matter?" Do 

you remember memorizing "useless" dates, formulas, and complex words for some classes only to forget them after 

taking the test? Have you ever asked, "What is the point of studying this subject in school?" Do you feel like you are 

currently wasting and have wasted time studying subjects and theoretical concepts that you will never use again?  

 

Wouldn't it be great to understand the practical aspects of every subject so that you could become the best version 

of yourself? This book was written just for you and provides a brief overview of every school subject, from philoso-

phy to politics and anything in between. Chapters cover practical aspects students can learn, practice, and incorpo-

rate into their lives. In addition, each chapter comes equipped with one or more critical questions you can use to 

accelerate your life. 

 

It is time to learn the things that matter. Now is the time for you to recover the lost soul of scholastic study.” 

 

 

To go along with Jeffery’s talk, we will be having a 

good old-fashioned church potluck on October 16th 

following the 10:30 service, so please be on the look-

out for a sign-up sheet to bring food items.  Main 

courses of fried chicken and ham will be provided, 

but we will still be in need of side dishes, salads,  

desserts, and drinks.  Thank you and God's Blessings! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mitchell Circuit celebrates its  

Reformation Festival on October 30  

at Immanuel Lutheran Church  

of rural Dimock.   
 

Dr. Wallace Schulz will be  

our speaker and preacher.   

 

There will be a presentation at 3:00 p.m.,  

worship at 4:00 p.m., and a meal afterward.   

 

Join us as we celebrate the Gospel of our  

Lord Jesus Christ and our Lutheran heritage. 
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“Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God.” Mark 10:14  

 

Kids for Christ meets from 5:15-6:15 p.m. on Wednesdays  

for Kindergarten through fifth grade students.   

We will gather in the basement at 5:15 p.m. 

 

Fair City Cash Register receipts will be collected from Sept. 1, 2022 through March 31, 

2023.  Please deposit them in the collection box at Fair City Foods or the collection boxes at 

church beginning Sept. 1.  A special thank you to Fair City Foods for participating in the Apples for 

the Students program.  Your cash register receipts help our Preschool earn items for our school.  

 

 

Coborn's Cash Register receipts are collected all year.  Please place them in the collection box 

near the Preschool or in the Fellowship Hall.  We are currently collecting for the months of August, 

September and October 2022.  Any register receipts prior to these months are no longer eligible.  

These receipts earn cash for our Preschool. 

 
 

Thank you to all that help support our Mt. Calvary Preschool  

through your gifts and prayers.   

Preschool News 
Hello from Mt. Calvary Preschool!  

     Is that a chill I feel in the air?  Indeed October is on it's way and we are looking forward to 

cooler days ahead!  These first few weeks we have been getting to know each other, it's been 

fun learning about each child's likes and dislikes.  We have played with a variety of things in the 

sensory bin - beans, kinetic sand, water beads, and fluffy foam.  

     This month we have been learning about Community Helpers.  So far we have talked about 

Neighborhood Helpers (mail carrier, garbage collector, reporter), Builders and Fixers (painter, 

mechanic, builder, carpenter, plumber), Food Helpers (gardener, chef, farmer, baker, grocer), School Helpers (teacher,  

librarian, coach, janitor) and Safety Helpers (lifeguard, military, firefighter, police).  This week we played a game sorting items 

between Firefighter and Police Officer!  

     For our Bible story we are learning about Moses.  We learned how God watches over us and protects us, just like He 

watched over and protected Moses.  Not only was Moses kept safe, he was also fed and taken care of by his own mother!  

Remember that God is with you even when you feel all alone.  The following week we learned about how when Moses grew 

up, he led his people out of Egypt and parted the Red Sea.  In this story we learned that God will make a way when things  

seem impossible!  

     Please continue to pray for preschool and the families we serve.  Now that flu season is near, please pray for the health of 

our teachers and students! - Miss Melissa 

 

Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6 (ESV) 

Children-Youth Ministry at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church  

Thank you to those that have  

stepped forward to teach Sunday school!   
We are still in need of substitutes if you are interested in that.   

Please prayerfully consider this opportunity, and if you could help,  

please contact a Board of Education member:  Kerry Niederbaumer,  

Samantha Kruse, Shelley Dale, or Susan Kinsley.   
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Children-Youth Ministry at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church  

The October/November edition of Happy Times is available on the counter  

in the Fellowship Hall.  Please pick up a copy for your preschool and  

elementary school children.   

 

The September-November edition of My Devotions is available on the counter  

in the Fellowship Hall.  Please pick up a copy for your middle school children.   

 

Copies of Happy Times and My Devotions will no longer be mailed to homes  

unless requested by contacting the church office 605-352-7121. 

“Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 19:14 

 

Vacation Bible School  

offerings were sent to the 

Children’s Hunger Fund. 
 

This certificate of appreciation  

acknowledging the donation was sent 

back to Mt. Calvary noting that their 

offerings will provide 1,300 meals for 

children and families in need. 
 

Thank you for helping deliver hope to 

suffering children across the US and 

around the world. 

 

Sunday, October 30 

5:30-7:00pm 

 
at Mt Calvary! 

 

Look in the bulletin for a sheet with options of how you can participate.   

We are excited to do this together and reach out to our community!  
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Note from Pastor Chris . . .  
 

This month, Pastor Kevin and I (in partnership with our  

elders), will be introducing our new plan for family ministry.  

In the past, we have used the word “Confirmation,” to refer 

to the process leading up to the Rite of Confirmation.   

I believe it is unfortunate because that word is not in the  

Biblical narrative the way we use it.  Biblical words that might 

fit better include, “discipleship,” “ministry,” or “catechesis” 

(from a Greek word that means “to teach systematically”).  
We chose “family ministry” because of the way God has a 

special office carved out for the head of each household in 

our congregation.  As Luther teaches, the catechism has its 

foundation in learning in the home between parents and  

children.   

(See pages 1-2 for full article.) 


