
 Sometimes you run across an 

article that speaks to the day and its 

need. The following is one of them: It 

was published on the web site crea-

t i o n  s c i e n c e  4  k i d s : 

http://creationscience4kids.com/
is-jesus-really -the -truth/  This site 

is loaded with information helpful in 

instructing your children in creation 

and connecting creational topics with 

the gospel.  

 The most important question 
in the world today is Who is Jesus? 

and the second question,  Is He who 

and what He claims to be? The 

Truth!  

 The article begins here: Jesus 

said unto him, I am the way, the 
truth, and the life: no man comes to 

the Father, but by me. John 14:6   

 There never was a more 

beautiful, but disliked, verse than this 

one. People donõt like the reality that 

you canõt get to heaven without Je-

sus, no matter how nice and well 
meaning you are (it is heartbreaking to 

know how many wonõt make it). Many 

more are sure they are quite alive on 

their own, thank you very much, and 

donõt recognize how òdead in sinsó 

(Ephesians 2:1) we all are without 

Him. 

 Then, even those of us who 

have  received Jesus as our Savior  

and are right about these things also 

have trouble believing the bible is 

completely accurate.  
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Is Jesus Really THE TRUTH? 
 Rev. Daniel M. Domke ñSenior Pastor  

Why all the singing and praying? Can't we just have the Lord's Supper?!?  

By Pastor Kelly D. Smith ñAssociate Pastor  

 
Alright, so we sang and chanted our way all 

the way up to the Sermon and now, we have 

to sing and chant our way up to the Lord's 

Supper; why are we doing this again?? Didn't 

we already greet each other with the Word 

of God, didn't we already read responsively 

and didn't we already sing a bunch of hymns? 

We did all that, but we did it all for a good 

reason, just like we are going to again. 

 

You will notice that in the church service 

there are three different parts that happen 

on a communion Sunday. The first is Con-

fession and Absolution which starts with a 

hymn and then has readings and responses, 

the second is the Service of the Word, and 

the one we are going to talk about is the 

Service of the Sacrament. 

 

Now why do we attach so much stuff to it? 

Why all the singing? Why all the chanting? 

(Continued on page 11) 
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 And [the serpent] said to the woman, In-

deed, has God said, Genesis 3:1 

 It is a sad fact that millions of people who have 

enough faith to trust Jesus when He says Heõs the 

Savior of the world donõt believe when He says Heõs 

the Creator of the world. Or, rather, they believe He 

created, but not the way He described. They believe 

the popular science of our day has òprovedó evolu-

tion and/or millions of years are real, so God must 

have used them. 

 The problem is, Jesus was clear about what 

HE believed about creation. 

òBut from the beginning of the creation 

God made them male and female.ó Mark 

10:6 

 òThat the blood of all the prophets, which was 

shed from the foundation of the world, may be re-

quired of this generation; from the blood of Abeléó 

Luke 11:50-51a 

 òFor had you believed Moses [who recorded 

Genesis], you would have believed me: for he wrote 

of me. But if you believe not his writings, how shall 

you believe my words?ó John 5:46-47   

 So, how do people 

who want to have Jesus be 

right about sin, but wrong 

about creation keep from 

exploding? They explain Je-

susõ words away and mini-

mize them.  

 Some will tell you Je-

sus was òjust going alongó 

with the popular ideas of His 

day. The people wanted to 

believe God created not too long ago, and in six days, 

so He gave it to them.  Does this sound like the Jesus 

we know? 

 Matthew 5:21, 27, 33, 38, 43 òYou have heard 

that it was said by them of old time, é. But I say to 

you,é.ó And dozens of other times He got people 

mad enough to kill Him for rejecting their beliefs.  

 Jesus knew what the people wanted to hear, 

but thatõs not what He gave them.  Others go even 

further. They tell us, without blinking, that Jesus had 

shrunk so small to become a human being, He really 

believed what He said. But He was wrong. God had 

hidden from the human Jesus the truth of evolution 

and/or millions of years, so Jesus wouldnõt shock His 

listeners. They even take what Jesus said in John 

5:46-47 about Moses being trustworthy as mistaken.  

 Because, of course, modern scientists are 

way smarter than the people 2,000 years ago were 

(including Jesus).  

 It is possible, even likely, many of the teach-

ers telling us these things will make it to heaven. 

You donõt have to get every idea right to belong to 

Christ, just trust that He has rescued you from your 

sins by His death. 

 But can you imagine standing before Jesus 

and telling Him this to His face? And, what about 

the people they witness to? Why should they be-

lieve one area of the Bible so strongly they are will-

ing to turn their lives over to their Savior if other 

areas are clearly òprovenó wrong? 

 But I fear, lest by any means, as the ser-

pent deceived Eve through his false wisdom, so 

your minds should be corrupted from the sim-

plicity that is in Christ. II Corinthians 11:3 

 We arenõt surprised when people (and the 

spiritual powers behind them) try to knock down 

the authority of God and His Word. Itõs been hap-

pening since the beginning. 

 òFinally, my brethren, be strong in the 

Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the 

whole armor of God, that you may be able to 

stand against the tricks of the devil. Ephesians 

6:10-11 
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LWML 2015 CONVENTION June 25 -28, Des Moines, IA  

What You Might Not Know About Pastor Saeed 

Abedeni  

Pack your walking shoes so you can 

join us on the LWML Mission Pledge 

Walk ð Mission in Motion. Stroll 

along the Principal River Walk Path 

before celebrating with your sisters 

at the Bountiful Bash Block Party on 

Friday evening. Involve your friends 
who canõt attend the LWML Con-

vention by asking them to support 

mites with a pledge. Go to 

www.lwml.org/events/conventions/2

015-des-moines and download a 

pledge sheet today.  
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charged with òthreatening Iranõs national security.ó  

 In government-speak, that means they considered his Christian faith dangerous. His captors have told him, 

òYouõve corrupted a whole generation of young people and no matter what we do, they wonõt turn back to Islam.ó 

He has remained jailed ever since. 

 But even as his wife and family work tirelessly for Saeedõs release, Godõs truth continues to shine brightly 

through the darkness and suffering Saeed has endured. Itõs like watching the biblical stories weõre all so familiar with 

come to life. 

 Like the Apostle Paul, Saeed has led others to Christ inside the very prison where he has been detained. In 

fact, officials were so concerned about his influence on the other prisoners, they exiled him to one of the nationõs 

most notoriously brutal prisons. Here, they believed, if Saeedõs fellow inmates discovered he had converted from 

Islam, he would be killed. Under no scenario would he feel free to speak the name of Jesus in that ward. 

 But after his arrival, some of the most violent prisoners there began having dreams about Jesus. They came 

to Saeed and asked him, òCan you tell us about Jesus?ó Not only did the men accept Christ, they became Saeedõs 

guards and protectors. 

(Continued on page 4) 

If youõve been keeping an eye on the news, youõve probably heard about Saeed 

Abedeni. Heõs an Iranian-American pastor, a former Muslim who converted to 

Christianity.  

 In 2012, Saeed went to Iran, a trip heõd made nearly a dozen times before. 

He was there to visit family and work on a government-approved orphanage for 

Muslim children. Instead, he was arrested by the Iranian Revolutionary Guard and 



Adult Bible Study at VBS  

 

 The power of God unfolding 

around Saeed shouldnõt surprise us, but 

it does. How easily we forget who God 

is and His ability to transform a human 

heart. We hear of unspeakable atrocities 

committed by groups like ISIS, and we 

slip into doubt. Surely they are beyond 

the reach of Godõs grace. 

But as I hear Saeedõs story, I am hum-

bled and brought to my knees all over 

again. Godõs power is still as awesome 

and limitless today as it was before the 

world was even created. Nobody is be-

yond the reach of God.  

But as we marvel at what God is doing, 

we canõt lose sight of what Pastor Saeed 

is enduring. 

 His captors have tried to force 

him to deny Christ. He has suffered re-

peated beatings and torture that have 

left him with internal bleeding and 

(Continued from page 3) 

David Niederbaumer of Huron, South Da-

kota will be recognized by Thrivent Financial 

on May 17, 2015 in Boston, Massachusetts 

for his 33 years of sales and service.  At this 

time he will be recognized as a Legend in the 

Thrivent Financial Hall of Fame.  In order to 

be considered a Legend in the Thrivent Fi-

nancial Hall of Fame a person must have 30 

years of sales & service and have achieved 

certain sales levels.  Only 1 % of the sales 

force at Thrivent Financial have achieved 

Hall of Fame-Legend status. He was original-

ly inducted into the Thrivent Financial 

Hall of Fame in 2004.  

David and his wife Kerry of 42 years 

have three children: Kristi, Jesse and 

Matt and five grandchildren. David cur-

rently serves our local area along with 

his son, Matt Niederbaumer and Arnie 

Claeys as part of the James River Group 

ð Thrivent Financial. 

After supper Pastor Domke will be 

teaching each evening an adult ver-

sion of VBS.  Monday Topicñ1 Sam-

uel 17:1-51[God Makes David Bold];  

Tuesday Topic-- Judges 4:1-16, 

[Deborah Judges With Godõs Wis-

dom] Wednesday Topic ñ Daniel 3, 
[God saves Shadrack, Meshach & 

Abednego] Thursday TopicñMark 

10:46-52; [ Jesus Gives Bartimaeus 

Sight] Friday Topic ñActs 9:1-19 

[God sends Ananias to Saul] ñthe 

study will take place in the fellowship 

hall right after supper; we will study 

for one hour.  
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fighting for his life. Accord-

ing to family, he is covered 

with lice and is gravely ill. 

He needs our prayers. 

 Saeed Abedeniõs 

incarceration has garnered 

worldwide attention. But it 

may have gone unnoticed 

had it not been for his wife, 

Naghmeh. She has worked 

tirelessly to draw attention 

to her husbandõs plight, 

bending the ear of every 

major news outlet, the 

United States Congress, 

the United Nations, and 

President Obama. 

 

     

 

 

David Niederbaumer Honored ñby Thrivent  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our 2015 Vacation Bible School at Mt. Calvary is quickly approaching!  Can you help us?  First 

of all -- We are still in need of teachers and helpers .  This year the Board of Education decided to have 

VBS in the evening so that more of our working parents would have the opportunity to help with VBS.  We 

will be serving supper to all VBS children and their families from 5:30 to 6:00, so you donõt have to worry 

about feeding your families before coming.  Parents are encouraged to come with their children and then 

those who are not VBS helpers can also stay while the children attend their activities and participate in a 

study of the Bible lesson with Pastor Domke.   

 

Secondly -- Since we are hoping to serve 250 people supper, we will be asking for some food donations,  

such as buns, chips, cookies, from you to help with expenses.  Please watch the church bulletin for more 

information about what is needed and sign up on the sheets in the fellowship hall.  We will also accept do-

nations of money to help purchase supplies. 

 

Thirdly ð Since we will have a camping theme this year, we are in need of tents and/or canopies  to use 

in our storytelling areas.  If you have a tent or canopy that we could borrow, please contact Kerry Nie-

derbaumer or Becky Dragt.  Thank you! 

 

Fourthly ð Donõt forget to register your children, grandchildren, or neighbors for Camp Dis-

covery our 2015 Vacation Bible School being held on June 1 through June 5 from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.  Regis-

tration forms can be found in the April Journal and weekly church bulletins.  There is a box for registration 

forms on the table in the fellowship hall.  All children three years old through those who have completed 

fifth grade are welcome to attend.  Older children may register as helpers or attend Pastor Domkeõs Bible 

study.  We strongly encourage early registration so that enough materials can be ordered and prepared for 

your child. 

 

And finally and very importantly -- Pray for Camp Discovery, our 2015 Vacation Bible School.  Ask God 

to bring children to our program so they can know and grow in Jesus, our Savior! Ask God to provide lead-

ers and helpers for this important mission at Mt. Calvary, where we will hear the Good News that Jesus, 
our Savior, gives us courage, gives us His wisdom, saves us, gives us faith, and gives us His love to share 

through His work in us. 
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12 Things My Kids Need to 

Hear From Me ñBy JT Waresak  

 There is something amazingly special and powerful when it comes to the words that are spoken between a father and 

his children.  The same holds true for moms. Our children crave and need affirmation from both their parents.  If not received 

and known, our sons will often withdraw within themselves, while our daughters will seek a man's affection and approval else-

where. 

 In Deuteronomy 6, we are told as parents to pour God's love and truth into the hearts of our kids.  When spoken in 

love, these words not only affirm our children's identify in Christ and our love for them, they spur them on to become men and 

women of God.  My goal as a parent is not to build up only their self-esteem, but to encourage their God-esteem, i.e. to see 

themselves as God sees them, while giving Him the glory and understanding that God created them for a greater purpose be-

yond themselves.    

 I break these "words" into three areas of communication: 1 - Words of Love, 2- Words of Affirmation and 3- Words 

of Encouragement (which includes both "training and discipline").  I guess you could make the argument that they are all "words 

of love." Regardless, my children need to hear from me in each of these areas, while doing my best to saturate my communica-

tions with God's Word.  I know that ultimately it is a combination of God's truth and grace they need most in their lives. 

Here are 12 things my kids need to hear from me on a regular basis: 

1. òI love you." 2. òI believe in you.ó 3. òYou can do this because of who you are in Christ.ó (we often say in our 

household when tackling a difficult task to, "Philippians 4:13 it."  4. òIõm here for you - always.ó 5. òNo, and this 

is why...or Yes, and this is why...ó (pull in relevant Scripture...there is typically a verse that hits the topic) 

6. òYou are one of my greatest joys in life.ó 7. òI trust you.ó (while emphasizing why I trust them - see number 

8) 8. òKeep trusting in God and He will make your path straight.ó 9. òFollow me as I follow Christ.  Together, 

we'll keep our eyes on Jesus,ó 10. òItõs okay to make mistakes.  We all do.   Itõs how you respond to them that 

matters most.ó 11. òPlease forgive me.ó 12. òAlways remember the two most important things in life:  Love 

God and love others.ó 
 

My five children run the gamut of ages, ranging from as young as 5 to a 23-year-old.  Yet, regardless of their ages, Iõve seen first-

hand how my words can build them up or tear them down.  This is not to say we should shower our kids with mere flattery.   

They need to know my love for them is unconditional and real.  This includes those times when words of exhortation or disci-

pline are necessary.   

Yet, if my words are not supported by my life actions, they will likely never be received. Iõve witnessed my children are quick to 

discern whether or not Iõm òwalking the talk.ó  My words of affirmation and counsel mean very little if there is not action to 

back them up.  Kids are quick to see hypocrisy.  I must be resolved to live what I preach.  

While all my children need to hear truth and encouragement from me, my sons especially need to hear words that affirm their 

developing manhood and my daughters need encouraging words that speak into their hearts as young ladies.  What son or 

daughter doesn't crave to hear affirming words from their father or mother that speak to their developing manhood or woman-

hood?   

The culture today is attacking God's definition of what it means to be made male and female in His image.  The enemyõs lies are 

like constant darts aimed at the hearts, souls and minds of our children.  During their younger years, we must live on this bat-

tlefront with them and constantly be speaking Godõs truth into their lives in order to combat the lies. When they are older, 

they will not only be grounded in truth but will know how to battle the lies with God's truth. 

I can never be too intentional with my life when it comes to my walk with God, my wife and my children.  Most certainly, this is 

an area of fatherhood I need to put into practice on a daily basis.  I once heard of a man that carried some pebbles in his pock-

et, one for each of his family members, to remind him each day to speak words of affirmation and truth into the hearts of his 

family.  Whatever it takes, I want to be that kind of man for my family. Source: http://www.drjamesdobson.org/blogs/the-

fatherhood-challenge/the-fatherhood-challenge/2015/03/03/12-things-my-kids-need-to-hear-from-

me?sc=FEM&mc=FEM0315WT&utm_source=SilverpopMailing&utm_campaign=20150331%20Whats%20Trending%20%28FEM03

15WT%29%20%284%29&spMailingID=11022937&spUserID=MTEwNzgzOTE4MDc1S0&spJobID=502222408&spReportId=NTA

yMjIyNDA4S0   Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the 

need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those who hear.    Ephesians 4:29 

  

Page 6 Mt Calvary Journal 



The South Dakota District Convention Report 

April 13-15, 2015 

 

 The Sixtieth Convention of The South Dakota District of The Lutheran ChurchðMissouri Synod 

opened in Sioux Falls, SD on Monday, April 13, 2015 under the theme, ñCalled Into PartnershipðFor Mer-

cy (Diakonia).ò  Prior to the convention, delegates joined together for worship at Risen Savior Lutheran 

Church, Tea, SD.     

 Representing The Lutheran ChurchðMissouri Synod and serving as the convention essayist was the 

Reverend Dr. Matthew C. Harrison, President of The Lutheran ChurchðMissouri Synod.  In his essay, Pres-

ident Harrison began by walking the convention attendees through the Bible to show them how Jesus had 

mercy on people in various kinds of need.  In the second part of his essay, President Harrison highlighted 2 

Corinthians 8-9 as a model of how Christians, motivated by the mercy that Jesus has shown them, carry out 

acts of mercy to help their neighbors who are in need.   

 Rev. Dr. Dale L. Sattgast, President of The South Dakota District detailed the state of the District in 

his report.  He highlighted the many missions and ministries in the District.  He reported that, while baptized 

membership, communicant membership, and average worship attendance have been declining in the District, 

district congregations were actually contributing more financially to support the work of the District and 

Synod.  He also encouraged district congregations to plant and support new congregations within the Dis-

trict. 

This was President Sattgastôs final convention as The South Dakota District President.  Prior to the conven-

tion he had announced his plans to retire from the district presidency.  Elected on the first ballot as the new 

President of The South Dakota District was the Rev. Scott C. Sailer.  He had currently been serving as the 

Senior Pastor of Faith Lutheran Church, Sioux Falls, SD since 1999 and as the Districtôs First Vice-President 

since 2013.   He will be installed as the new District President on June 14, 2015 in Sioux Falls, SD.  The 

Rev. Gene Bauman was elected as the Districtôs First Vice-President and the Rev. L. Scott Spiehs was elect-

ed as the Districtôs Second Vice-President.  Also elected to serve on the District Board of Directors were: 

Rev. Samuel Bobby as District Secretary, Mr. Jeff Siekmann as District Treasurer, and Mr. Guy Baumann 

and Mr. Robert Herz as lay members. 

 In keeping with the convention theme, convention delegates passed Resolution 2-01 that encouraged 

district congregations to perform works of mercy in their communities.  The convention ratified Resolution 1

-04 which amended the districtôs articles of incorporation.  The convention also passed two resolutions 

aimed at correcting and improving the process of expelling a member of the Synod.  Resolution 1-12 asked 

the Synod to create a committee that would revise the Synodôs bylaws to allow the accuser in matters of po-

tential expulsion of members of the Synod to appeal decisions of district presidents or Referral Panels.  

Along similar lines, Resolution 1-13 asked Synod to create a committee that would study procedures in the 

Synod Constitution and Bylaws concerning ecclesiastical supervision in matters concerning the potential ex-

pulsion of members of the Synod.  Both resolutions asked that the committees would present any proposed 

amendments or revisions to the 2019 Synod convention.  For nearly twenty years South Dakota District con-

gregations had financially supported Amy Kashenov and her mission work in Kazakhstan.  Health concerns 

led Amy to retire from the mission field in 2012.  The convention passed Resolution 3-10 thanking God for 

the mission work of Amy Kashenov in the nation of Kazakhstan and the partnership she had with The South 

Dakota District.  In that spirit of partnering together to support missions, District congregations adopted Res-

olution 3-06 to provide financial assistance to Rev. Alan Ludwig for his work of training pastors at the Lu-

theran seminary in Novosibirsk, Russia   

 South Dakota District congregations come together for convention every three years.  The next Dis-

trict Convention will convene April 19-21, 2018. 
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Special Service of Thanks for Reverend Dr. Dale L. Sattgast 

  

After 35 years in the Office of Holy Ministry, 32 of those years in The South Dakota Dis-

trict, our District President, Reverend Dr. Dale Sattgast, is retiring.  We are planning several 

things to honor and thank President and Debbie Sattgast for their many years of faithful 

and devoted service to the South Dakota District.  Everyone is cordially invited to attend: 
  

What : Worship Service of Thanksgiving, meal and program 

For : Reverend Dr. Dale L. Sattgast 

When : Sunday, May 31, 2015, at 5:00 p.m. 

Where :  Mount Calvary Lutheran Church, Huron, SD 688 Dakota Ave S 

  

All who plan to attend the meal and the program are requested to RSVP by May 15, 2015, 

to Julie Pike at The South Dakota District Office by calling (605) 361-1514 or e-mailing: 

jpike@midco.net.  A free-will offering will be collected for the meal.  Also, anyone wishing 

to share a brief reflection of President Sattgast and his family during the program on May 

31, 2015, is encouraged to contact Reverend Scott Sailer by calling (605)332-3401 or e-

mailing: scottsailer@aol.com. 
  

The District Board of Directors, on behalf of the District, is planning to give President and 

Debbie Sattgast a trip to Germany to visit sites connected with Martin Luther and the Lu-

theran Reformation.  To help make this trip possible, the Board is collecting a special offer-

ing of thanksgiving.  In addition, the District Board is collecting cards and letters of thanks 

and congratulations to be shared with the Sattgast family. Anyone wishing to send a card, 

letter or contribute a special offering of thanksgiving to make the trip to Germany possible 

may send those to: 

South Dakota District LCMS  

ATTN: Julie Pike  

PO Box 89110  

Sioux Falls, SD 57109-9110 

  

The South Dakota District Board of Directors thanks you, in advance, for your participa-

tion in these events.  We ask you to join with us in thanking God for President Sattgastõs 

many years of faithful and dedicated service to our beloved South Dakota District. 

 



WELCOME NEW MEMBERS  

Address Changes                

Good Bye and God Bless  

Louise Hasche 

1601 Ohio SW #111 

Huron SD 57350 

 

Kyle Gerber 

333 Humbert St 

Cavour SD 57324 

 

Laurel Scheel 

1504 Ohio SW 

Huron SD 57350 

 

Brenda Adams 

1346 McDonald Drive 

Huron SD 57350 

 

Janell Beckman 

401 4th St SE 

Lake Preston SD 57249 

 

Holly Smidt 

1116 Illinois SW 

Huron SD 57350 

 

Lorna McMillan 

1536 4th St Sw 

Huron SD 57350 

 

Heather Ruden 

656 5th St SW 

Huron SD 57350 

 

Hope Geigle 

19615 Geigle Rd 

Creighton SD 57790 

 

Rebecca Oster 

967 Colorado SW 

Huron SD 57350 

 

 

 

 

Nicole Gietzen 

2311 59th Ave S 

Fargo ND 58104 

 

Brian Maas 

15454 Seward St 

Omaha NE 68154 
 

 

Brian Kuehl 

20697 418th Ave 

Iroquois SD 57353 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sunday School children and their parents are invited to 
celebrate Family Fun Day on May 17 in the Christian Activi-
ty Center during the Sunday School hour.  Activities, 
games and snacks will be used to promote Camp Discov-
ery VBS.  Early VBS registrations by May 17 will be award-
ed with an incentive prize, and Sunday school teacher 
recognition will be given. 

The Board of Parish Education 
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Pausing on the Way to Salvation  

by Megan Smith 

...for all Moms (& Dads) whose sons and daughters are in heaven...  

a Faithful Mother's Day  

"A great crowd gathered about Jesus. Then came one of the rulers of the synagogue, 
Jairus by name, and seeing Him, he fell at His feet and implored Him earnestly, 
saying, ñMy little daughter is at the point of death. Come and lay your hands on her, 
so that she may be made well and live.ò And He went with him. ...And Jesus, per-
ceiving in Himself that power had gone out from Him, immediately turned about... 
While He was still speaking, there came from the ruler's house some who said, 
ñYour daughter is dead. Why trouble the Teacher any further?ò But overhearing 
what they said, Jesus said to the ruler of the synagogue, ñDo not fear, only believe.ò 
(read Mark 5:21-42 for full text)  

* * * 

 There's another side to the òGrasping at Hemsó story (my article in last month's newsletter), that of a devout 

man named Jairus. Jairus was pulling Jesus through the crowd, trying to get the Lord to his house in time to save his 

daughter's life, and Jesus paused on the way to help the bleeding woman. Can you imagine trying to pull Jesus 

through a crowd of thousands ɧ every single person among them wanting something from Him just as desperately as 

you do ɧ trying to get Him to your house in time to save your dying child? Some of you have done it. Not literally, no, 

but I've known parents who have watched as Jesus pauses to save someone else, and while He's addressing this some-

one else, this woman with no name, like Jairus their little girl dies.  

 It appeared to everyone that Jesus was too late. The only one who wasn't worried, of course, was Him. Jesus 

turns to Jairus and says, "Do not fear, only believe."  When we read on, we see that upon seeing the brokenheart-

ed lament over the little girl's death, Jesus asks her family quite earnestly why they were crying. He knew the little 

girl, though she had stopped breathing, was only sleeping. Jesus' trust was flawless. Our trust, though real, is clouded 

by groanings too deep for words ( Romans 8:26).  

 That little girl died. And God help us, so do ours. And so do we, but Word and Sacrament work together with 

the Holy Spirit so that we needn't fear, only believe. Jesus says to each of us gently at our own childõs funeral, "Why 

are you weeping? Your child is not dead but sleeping.ò He says to each of us on our chronic and terminal sick 

beds, òYour faith has made you well; go in peace and be healed of your disease.ò He speaks the truth. We 

have to wait a while longer than Jairus and the bleeding woman waited to see that beautiful promise completely ful-

filled, but we needn't fear. Only believe.  

 For those of you living with that pain too terrible for the rest of us to imagine, Jesus is just pausing on the 

way to your house. He knows you want Him to hurry, He feels you tugging on His arm, He sees you sobbing, but He 

also knows the proper time better than you do. Satan, sin, and death cannot hold you or your child forever because 

Jesus defeated them all. He will return one day to set all things right, and until then, we have to wait, feeling all the 

anxiety and devastation of Jairus, but also his tearful belief as we look for the Resurrection of the Dead and the Life 

of the World to Come.  + Amen +  

 

Suggested verse to repeat if Mother's Day is a difficult day is  

from Mark 5:36b "Do not fear, only believe."  

* 

If you know someone who's hurting this Mother's Day, 

and many women and men are for lots of different reasons, please tell them you're thinking of them   
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