
     Thank you, Pastor Kevin, and thanks be  

to God. 

     Three years ago, shortly after sending a 

group of youth and adults to the National 

Youth Gathering in Minneapolis, Mt. Calvary 

received and installed Pastor Kevin as Associ-

ate Pastor.  There is no way we could have 

known then what would face us over the next 

three years.  As we headed into the regular 

challenges of ministry and our first Lent to-

gether, a pandemic was brewing.  

     I remember feeling good about the start 

we had coming into that Lenten season.  

Based on our work together during Advent and Christmas, I 

had high hopes for a smooth journey.  I hoped that journey 

would build into an Easter celebration marked by spiritual 

growth in our congregation.  I was optimistic that we would 

also grow numerically as we had between 2018 and 2019.  

We produced new Confirmation class material for the season 

and had a pattern of sermons set.  Then, even with that mo-

mentum pushing us forward, worship was cancelled.  It was 

similar to the feeling right after you have a car accident.  You 

know there is damage, and you know there are injuries, but 

you are not sure how bad it is and if the vehicle you are in 

will ever drive again.  It would have been easy to just sit on 

the curb, stare at the wreckage, and weep. 

     Instead, we came up with a plan to get through the first 

Wednesday service with online accessibility.  Then we came 

up with a plan for the first Sunday livestream.  Then we tag-

teamed cards and calls to members, GoToMeeting meetings, 

managed COVID exposures, and learned how to do outdoor 

services (Thank you Roger and Julie!). 

     I remember the conversations going between our three 

offices, up and down the little hallway at church that first 

Wednesday.  As we strove to get something – anything – on 

the website to stay connected with you, Mt. Calvary, two 

thoughts came to mind.  First, poor Pastor Kevin!  He was 

not even a year out of seminary when we got smacked by a 

pandemic.  He hardly had a chance to settle in and adjust to 

his new home.  Second, thank God for Pastor Kevin!  Lorna 

and I could have easily been burned out facing the “unprec-

edented” strain and stresses without his help.  

     You need to know, and I am sure you have seen, that one 

of the gifts God has given Pastor Kevin is the gift of a peaceful 

countenance.  Pastor Kevin can accept whatever present real-

ity comes his way without an overly intense immediate reac-

tion.  He takes his time to absorb the impact of extremes in life 

and ministry, and processes at length what he feels deeply.  He 

can be a private man.  God’s wisdom is great and wonderful, 

and he has his own divine sense of humor, because on every 

personality inventory I’ve ever taken I am, well, the opposite.  

Maybe it’s the Lithuanian influence in my genetic makeup, but 

my leadership analytics always come back with descriptors like 

“bulldozer,” “externalizer,” and “catalyst.”  

     Indeed, we needed both personalities to make it as far as we 

have through the COVID pandemic.  I also believe we need 

both personalities to make it through a different kind of pan-

demic we are facing.  The church has been under intense attack 

ever since the garden, but examine recent violence and politics 

and you will see that we are on a new front in the battle against 

sin.  Surely Satan’s strategy is the same and his tempting ques-

tion remains, “Did God really say?,” but it has a new flare as 

applied to God’s creation of man and woman, and children in 

the womb.  

     These are foundational realities that make up the essential 

components of every community and congregation.  Our broth-

ers and sisters in more liberal states are facing intense battles 

for the wellbeing of their members in these areas of life, while 

fighting to maintain their freedom to speak God’s word in the 

public square.  As I mentioned at our voters meeting, even now 

the battle is intensifying in our own city.  Our task is to speak 

the truth in love according to Ephesians, but Paul also says to 

Timothy that we should preach in season and out of season.  

Silence is not an option as we fight the good fight, so we can 

expect to see an increased need for soul care and teaching 

within our congregation for saints of all ages.  We can expect 

to spend quite a bit of effort confronting and processing the 

messages of the culture by means of God’s word as we main-

tain our focus on the truth.  
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     Can we face these challenges?  As Pastor Kevin often 

says, “Absolutely!”  As Jesus sent his disciples to baptize in 

God’s name and teach everything he commanded, he also 

promised to be with them always.  That promise is ours in 

Christ.  Thank you, Pastor Kevin, for your faithfulness in 

preaching Christ to us, that we might be equipped for every 

good work prepared in advance for Mt. Calvary to do! 

 

Peace, Pastor Chris 

 

Dear members and friends of Mt. Calvary, 

     Greetings in the name of our all-knowing, all-loving, ever-

present Lord!  August is the time when the wheels start turn-

ing and we start to gearing up for all of things that we will 

soon have to do.  Of course, we might still sneak in a few 

trips to the Lake, a few more bike rides, and a few more nice 

evenings in the backyard, but if we don’t start planning for a 

lot of things now, we won’t make it very easy on ourselves 

when the time comes.  

     In that same vein, Pastor Chris and I have been pondering 

opportunities for youth ministry that we might consider in the 

Fall.  Confirmation has been molded and reshaped to fit each 

student and family individually, so that the importance of al-

ways being in God’s Word really hits home.  Pastor Chris has 

been doing great work 

with a larger group of 

students and their fami-

lies, while I have offered 

the opportunity for one-

on-one interaction by 

appointment.  From the 

sounds of it, there have 

been great family dynam-

ics that have started to 

develop as a result of the 

work in Pastor Chris’ 

class:  older brother or 

sister helps their younger sibling, younger sibling pushes their 

older sibling to be more dedicated, and mom and dad reflect-

ing upon God’s Word or the Catechism in a way they had not 

for a long time or perhaps never had.  

     These are just some of the positive things I have heard, but 

from my own personal experience, I can tell you that the one-

on-one interactions have been extremely beneficial.  Anybody 

in education or anyone who looks for the best education for 

their child will probably mention student to teacher ratios.  

The fewer students per teacher, the more attention, encour-

agement, and instruction that student tends to receive.  A 

classroom environment works great for some, because they 

are able to pay attention and absorb the expected amounts of 

information, but many students are able to blend into the 

background and get lost in a classroom.  And if they don’t 

blend into the background, they may also show their displeas-

ure or frustration by acting out.  In a lot of cases, the fact 

that they are not learning could easily be swept under the rug 

and they could be crammed through along with all of the 

rest.  

     On the other hand, there are so many benefits to this 

different setting that I have been able to enjoy.  First, it is 

much more relaxed than it would be otherwise.  Although 

many students may not 

admit it, they always feel 

pressure to be like their 

peers.  If they see them 

doing something, they 

must do it faster or at 

the very least, keep pace.  

In our meetings, although 

there is still some residu-

al pressure initially, I try 

to let them know that 

everybody there with 

them wants them to do 

well and to succeed.  Since there are no other kids that we 

need to keep track of, we can cater to their individual learn-

ing style and linger in the places where learning is coming 

slowly.  It also allows us the opportunity to prompt teaching 

at home, tweaking it until it works.  

     Another benefit I have seen is to truly get to know the 

kids and what is going on in their lives.  And not only to 

know, but also to have the opportunity to offer pastoral care  
(continued on page 3) 

One on one   
By Rev. Kevin Koester, Associate Pastor 

 

Thank you to all who supported Pastor Chris and  

his ride in the Bike for the Alpha on Saturday, July 16th.    

 

The Bike for the Alpha generated more than $3,000 in  

contributions to support the ultrasound outreach and  

equipment maintenance at the Alpha Center in Sioux Falls. 
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and help them work through some of those less than positive 

things.  

     Especially with our youth, deep conversations are a rarity, 

but we would love to see more of this in our whole congrega-

tion.  As I have gotten to know the members of Mt. Calvary 

over these three years, I have to say that you are some of the 

nicest people that I have ever met.  When I see you in the 

receiving line after services, I am often greeted with smiles, 

hearty handshakes, and cheerful voices.  And there are many 

of you who serve with joy in all kinds of different ways in our 

congregation.  Many of you work tirelessly behind the scenes, 

making sure that everything that needs to be done gets done.  

Others of you have extensive prayer lists and serve your 

neighbor by bringing their names before the Lord.  Seeing peo-

ple coming out of church week after week can give a person a 

certain perspective.  If we see people dressed up in nice 

clothes, with their hair brushed or combed, acting calm and 

collected in the pew, we tend to believe that this is how they 

always are.  But that impression might not necessarily be the 

correct one.  

     I know that there is not one of you who is always happy 

(though some people might come close).  I know that there 

are days when we do not feel at our best.  And there are 

many of you that struggle silently.  It is invaluable to know who 

our students would like to pray for at the end of our meetings.  

It is absolute gold to hear the way they process what is hap-

pening around them in the world, in a place where they feel 

comfortable talking about it.  Not only will it help so many to 

have an opportunity to talk and process the many issues of  

life, but it is also valuable to have an opening for mentorship.   

2 Timothy 2:2 says, “what you have heard from me in the 

presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men, who will 

be able to teach others also.”  

     It was that personal connection that started me down the 

path to ministry.  My fourth grade teacher at King of Grace 

Lutheran School was perhaps my favorite out of all my teach-

ers.  That year, I learned a lot about responsibility and I 

learned a lot about God’s Word.  At the end of the year, he 

wrote about my heart and the strides I had made in knowing 

the Scriptures, asking me to consider pastoral ministry.  Alt-

hough it was on the back burner for a while after that, I even-

tually did take his words to heart.  Connections like that, along 

with the ones that were just made at the National Youth 

Gathering, have encouraged me to continue offering opportu-

nities to experience our Concordia University System.  I am 

making plans to bring students to Concordia St. Paul once 

again this Fall over homecoming weekend starting September 

30th.  It will once again be a mix of fun and an introduction to 

the great things that CSP offers.  I hope we have a good-sized 

group who is eager to explore and to contemplate what God 

has in store for them.  If you have a student in middle school 

or high school, I ask you to strongly consider going.  You just 

never know what kind of impact God can make through just 

one experience. 

In Christ, Pastor Kevin  

Jack and Bernice Corey 

111 W. 17th Street, #318 

Sioux Falls  SD  57104 
 

Gary Doering 

420 21st St SW, No. 36 

StoneyBrook Suites 

Huron  SD  57350 
 

Dan Kohlmeyer 

1024 Minnesota Ave SW 

Huron  SD  57350 
 

Dallas and Liz McLeod 

2386 Pleasant View Road 

Pleasant View  TN  37146 
 

Katharina Peter 

3600 South Norton Ave 

Avantara Norton  

Sioux Falls  SD  57105 
 

Tyler Schinderling 

923 2nd St. 

Brookings  SD  57006 

Mt. Calvary  

is scheduled  

to deliver  

August 22-26 
 

Delivering meals for the 

Senior Center is a meaning-

ful volunteer opportunity 

for community outreach. 

It takes approximately one 

hour each day.   

 

Lots of room  

for volunteers! 

 

There is a sign-up sheet in 

the Fellowship Hall.   

 

If you have questions,  

contact Dan Henson. 

Mt. Calvary participated in the National Night Out event at 

Campbell Park on Tuesday, August 2,  This is an annual com-

munity-building campaign that promotes police-community 

partnerships and neighborhood camaraderie to make our 

neighborhoods safer, more caring places to live.  There was 

food, games, and other fun activities for families.  The Board 

of Evangelism worked hard to get everything ready for our 

booth, because this is a great opportunity to share the love 

of Jesus with all kinds of people.  
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“Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God.” Mark 10:14  

WE COULD STILL USE YOUR HELP!  Summer Sunday school classes continue until Rally Day  

for the children at Mt. Calvary.  The school-year teachers are taking a well-deserved break.  Therefore, 

we are in need of volunteers who would be willing to teach one or two Sundays (or more).   Teaching 

materials are provided for you.  We just need some of your time, talent, and your love of the Lord Jesus.  

A sign-up sheet is on the counter in the Fellowship Hall.  Please consider helping with this very im-

portant ministry at Mt. Calvary.  Thank you!! 

 

Daycare Updates 
 
We have secured a Director for the Daycare and Preschool.  

Jamie Lysne, currently a member of Zion Lutheran Church  

in Mitchell, has accepted the position.  Jamie worked in the 

daycare at Trinity Lutheran Church in Hartford and recently 

was the Lead Preschool Teacher for Kingdom Kids.  We are 

excited to have her on board and she has jumped right into 

her role.  She has been working with Sarah Sailer to com-

plete the remaining items for the licensing process.  

 

Our board is working to complete the 501(c)(3) nonprofit 

organization paperwork required to separate the Early 

Learning Center from the Church.  Both the preschool and 

daycare will operate under this entity.  We have also started 

getting bids for the state required work needed to open.  

 

We have started the “need assessment” process to deter-

mine the childcare ages we most in need.  The assessment 

forms are by the box near the preschool door.  This will 

help us in the hiring process.  Please complete a form if  

you are a family looking for daycare or know of a family  

interested in daycare and drop it in the box.   

 

At the July 26th Voters’ Assembly discussion was held on 

the daycare and the start-up costs.  The School Board  

presented a 6 month expense estimate for start-up.  The 

Voters’ Assembly approved authorizing the School Board, 

acting as a separate entity from the Church, to pursue  

information on securing a loan from Lutheran Church  

Extension Fund (LCEF) for start-up costs.  

 

Please continue to pray for our board and our learning  

center as we navigate through the final steps.  There is  

still so much to do before our state required inspections. 

 

Thank you all for your continued support of our school  

and daycare, this mission would not be possible without  

the support of our Mt. Calvary Lutheran members. 

 

If you have questions, please feel free to contact Dawn,  

Debbie or any school board member.  You can also email  

us at daycare.mclc@midconetwork.com.   

Preschool News 
 

A well attended Open House was held Thursday, July 28th 

from 5:30-6:30 p.m. 

 

Registrations are still being accepted for the 2022-2023 

school year. 

 

First day of preschool will be Monday, August 29th. 

 

Melissa will return as our Preschool Teacher and BeBe will 

return as our para.   

 

 

Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he 

is old he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6 (ESV) 
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Thank you Mt. Calvary for supporting  

the youth that attended the  

LCMS Youth Gathering  

July 9-13, 2022 in Houston, Texas. 

Clockwise from top left:  the group 

upon arrival in Houston; jumbotron 

display listing the number of service 

projects completed during the youth 

gathering; Ryker and Torria helping 

assemble one of the 150 bed frames 

made during the gathering for the 

Sleep in Heavenly Peace organization; 

our group unloading completed bed 

frames for delivery to kids in need; 

the Mt. Calvary group waiting for the 

shuttle to go the event center. 
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Return Service Requested 

 

Dear Mt. Calvary youth and families, 

 

We had so much fun last year that I am planning another 

retreat to Concordia University in St. Paul, Minnesota for  

September 30th-October 2nd!  Although we are still  

in the early planning stages, I am letting you know now  

so that you can put this on your calendars.  If you have  

a middle school or high school student, we highly  

encourage them to attend.   

 

We would also be in need of a number of adult  

chaperones, so please let me know if you can  

serve in that way. 

 
God’s Blessings! 

Pastor Kevin 


