
Dear friends in Christ, 

     I am thinking of you on this Memorial Day weekend.  It is 

a weighty and ponderous weekend even in the midst of family 

cookouts and time off – if one allows “Memorial” to be part 

of the day.  We have what we have as Americans because of 

fellow Americans who gave their life and freedom for us.  If 

you did not do so this weekend, take a few moments or 

more to consider the paths many traveled at a young age.  

They left school and home to enlist or be drafted, to go 

through basic training, to receive their assignments to some 

battlefront on land or at sea, and to do their duty.  Consider 

the dreams they clung to or abandoned as they saw the 

shocking reality of what war is, and the impossible nature of 

nations in conflict.  Consider the determination that it takes 

to man your post as part of an Army upon whom your family, 

nation, and allies depend.  At some point, they each faced the 

fact that a stubborn opponent can only be met by a relentless 

advance grounded in the conviction that your purpose is true 

and right. 

     At the same time these thoughts worked on me, I consid-

ered the fourth anniversary of our arrival in Huron to serve 

Mt. Calvary.  Every day I pass by the pictures of the pastors 

who have served at Mt. Calvary.  I often wonder about the 

way each manned their post in service to the Lord and his 

church and this congregation.  I often wish I could have coffee 

with the first pastor whose picture is closest to my door.  My 

instinct brings me to assume that his were simpler times.  He 

didn’t have waves of tech blasting his attempts to preach and 

teach.  His USA did not have a soaring divorce rate or ad-

vancing transgender movements.  Roe v. Wade was not a 

thing for him.  Communities saw church as the hub of the 

wheel in daily culture and a primary way people connected – 

common ground rather than one more thing to fit into an 

already cramped schedule. 

     Then days like Memorial Day happen.  Every generation 

has its battlefronts.  Every generation has its pandemics and 

fads and movements of culture.  Pastor and people are always 

sinners standing together at the foot of the cross.  Left to our 

humble efforts, the war would be lost.  Only Christ can win 

the war at home and abroad.  Only Christ sees the ongoing 

struggle for what it is.  He holds the field forever, as Luther’s 

hymn proclaims.  Who are you?  Who am I?  Who are those 

who have come before us, but servants or soldiers of the 

cross?  

     Nevertheless, we are in a struggle not of flesh and blood 

(Ephesians 6:12).  Our struggle is a spiritual struggle.  Our ad-

vance and our defense are both in the sword of the spirit we 

carry – the word of truth.  Each of us is called to the front lines 

with that word in hand.  How well can you wield that Word?  

Our weekend worship is a blessing, but Satan works weekdays 

too.  It is our duty to fight daily.  Don’t put down your sword.  

Keep it in hand and on your heart.  Consider the weekday Bible 

studies we offer.  Come to the VBS activities in June.  We just 

refreshed the pastors’ blogs and plan to add more to encourage 

your devotional practices.  All this is aimed at helping you know 

Christ and him crucified, for that is our victory.  That is the 

victory you are called to give to the next generation.  How will 

the next generation remember us? 

Peace, Pastor Chris 
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By Rev. Chris Navurskis, Senior Pastor 
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For we do not wrestle 

against flesh and blood, 

but against the rulers, 

against the authorities, 

against the cosmic powers 

over this present darkness, 

against the spiritual  

forces of evil in the  

heavenly places.  
Ephesians 6:12 
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Dear members and friends of Mt. Calvary, 

     Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus, the Great Physi-

cian:  the healer of our bodies, our minds, and our souls!  As 

you can probably tell from my greeting, something that has 

been on my mind a lot lately is the process of healing.  There 

are a few things that brought this to mind for me.  First, it’s 

hard to miss the number of names that we have in the prayer 

list on a weekly basis.  The list has grown over time, as we get 

a real, genuine picture of who needs our prayers on a weekly 

basis.  Each situation is unique in the things being prayed 

about and for how long they desire our prayers, but each time 

a new name is put on the list, they are acknowledging that 

their help and healing comes from the Lord, the maker of 

heaven and earth. 

     The second thing that made me 

think about healing is that a few of my 

close family members have recently 

been dealing with illness and injury.  

One has a small fracture in her foot 

and the other recently tested positive 

for COVID.  Although neither of these 

situations are ideal, I thank the Lord 

that these situations are not worse and 

that there is steady improvement in 

both cases.  The small fracture did not 

require any kind of surgery, just a boot 

and a walker to assist with mobility.  

The COVID positive diagnosis has not 

yet resulted in any severe symptoms, just the feeling of a head 

cold, a cough, and a mild sore throat.  Each time I get an up-

date, it sounds as though each malady is improving and I know 

it is the Lord who is responsible for that healing. 

     Although neither of these situations will end up leaving a 

physical mark, I would venture that almost all of you can point 

to something that did.  When I was in kindergarten and again 

in third grade, I had surgeries to correct some of the effects 

of my Charcot-Marie-Tooth (CMT) disorder.  On my lower 

legs and on each of my feet are two long scars.  Surgeries can 

be pretty traumatic.  Your body feels as though it is being 

invaded, it does not know that the surgeons are trying to 

help.  You can be out of it for a while afterward and when you 

are back with it, there is pain.  Through the pain and healing, a 

lot of patience is required and at points, it might seem that 

you will never get better.  But, deep down, we know that this 

probably isn’t true.  Afterward, the scars we have serve as a 

reminder that the Lord healed you before and He can do it 

again. 

     Even though many of us has experienced the process of 

healing multiple times, we know that, ultimately, each of us 

only has so much time in this world.  The Lord has numbered 

our days, though we don’t know how many he has given us in 

His divine wisdom.  It could be that we are still alive when 

Christ returns, but if not, we will all come to rest in the grave.  

By the time we are laid to rest, our bodies will be broken in 

any number of ways.  No heartbeat, no air in our lungs, no 

life in us.  Yet, even as we sit here today, we know that we 

have been healed and will have been healed in another way.  

1 Timothy 1:15 says, “Christ Jesus came into the world to save 

sinners, of whom I am the worst.”  Before Christ came, the 

hearts and souls of all people were not just sick, but spiritual-

ly dead.  In His saving work, Christ revives us.  By the cross, 

we receive His life-saving blood.  As He rose from the grave, 

so shall we.  At the end of time, He has promised that we will 

receive a new glorious body to be reunited with our soul. 

     In the meantime, there is still much spiritual healing  

that needs to go on in our world.  There are many people 

that are sick with sin and sick with grief.  Healing was part of 

my reflection upon Memorial Day.  I thought about all of the 

friends, spouses, children, and parents of service members 

who have lost someone in the line of duty throughout our 

country’s history.  They have gone 

through something that I can scarcely 

imagine:  having someone they deeply 

care about ripped from them in a 

flash.  The process of healing is often a 

very slow one in these cases.  With 

any loss of a loved one, there are tre-

mendously difficult “firsts,” but when 

someone is lost so young, you have 

even more times when you expect 

their presence and feel their absence 

when it hits you.  Although the linger-

ing grief that happens in these cases 

makes it seem like there is no healing 

going on, God is proficient in healing 

the deep aches within us.  What no one else can drill down 

to see, He sees, and He speaks words of eternal life to us. 

     I also reflected, as I am sure many of you have, on the 

mass-murder in Uvalde, Texas.  After hearing about such an 

act of pure evil, I came away wondering how the parents,  

the teachers, the law enforcement officials, and especially the 

children who survived will ever be able to heal or live a nor-

mal life again.  In a certain sense, I don’t think that they will 

while they’re here in this world.  Sin leaves a mark.  It is de-

structive and damaging.  It leaves scars, no matter how much 

we try to minimize it.  Yet, the sting of these marks on our 

soul, which sin has inflicted, will eventually dissolve.  In heav-

en, there is no pain.  In heaven, there are no tears:  they have 

all been wiped away.  As far as I can bear it, I have paid atten-

tion to the coverage.  From that, I know there are many be-

lievers among the victims.  I know there are many believers 

among their families.  Someday soon, they will be reunited.  

From afar, I take much comfort recalling that the Scriptures 

talk frequently of children being raised to life:  from Jairus’ 

daughter to the widows’ sons.  Each of them responded to 

the Lord’s call:  Rise!  No matter how bruised, wounded, and 

broken our bodies may be by the Last Day, we will respond 

to Christ’s call.  Rise!  Get up!  I have arrived to take you 

home.                                                

 In Christ, Pastor Kevin 

Great Physician  
By Rev. Kevin Koester, Associate Pastor 
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Thank you to those from  

Mt. Calvary who helped  

deliver meals May 9-13   

 

Delivering meals for the Senior Center is a meaningful 

volunteer opportunity for community outreach.   

It takes approximately one hour each day.   

 

If you are interested in helping other weeks,  

contact Dan Henson. 

 

 

Church Office  

will be closed  

for Independence Day 

on Monday, July 4  

 

 

Please note the new "On Call"  

cell phone number  

for pastoral emergencies.   

 

Diaper Derby 
 

LWML is sponsoring the annual Diaper Derby which  

runs from Mother’s Day until Father’s Day.   

We are collecting diapers of all sizes.   

 

Anyone may donate 

packaged diapers.   

Please leave them in 

the Fellowship Hall 

or the basket in the 

hallway by the  

Activity Center.  

God’s blessings to our graduates! 
Congratulations to our students and families celebrating graduations!  As we celebrate 

the hard work you have put forth, and the growth that has taken place in your life, we 

also praise God for all he will accomplish in your life ahead.  He who began a good work 

in you will be faithful to complete it in the day of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 

(Philippians 1:6) 

High School Graduates: 

Dilyn Brooks - Woonsocket 

Emily Dale - Huron 

Brandon Decker - Huron 

Isaiah Decker - Huron 

Kierra Dragt - Wolsey-Wessington 

Haleigh Ferguson - Huron  

Kameryn Haeder - Huron  

Brylee Hamilton - Huron  

Kaitlynn Harms - Huron 

Mark Navurskis - Homeschool 

McKenzie Paulson - Huron 

Gianna Proia - Great Plains Lutheran-Watertown 

Isabella Shreeve - Huron 

 

College and Vo-Tech Graduates: 

Allison Bich - South Dakota State University  

Jacob Bich - South Dakota State University  

Alaina Dale - Lake Area Technical College  

The 2022 Baby Bottle Fundraiser is set to run 

through June 19, 2022.  The bottles are available in 

the Fellowship Hall to take, and to fill with loose 

change.  On Sunday June 19, please bring the 

filled bottles back to the church.   

 

Plus One Guidance Center is a Christ Centered  

pregnancy help center serving Huron and the  

surrounding communities.  The Center’s ultimate  

goal is to impact generations of families forever.  

They do this by assisting women of all ages and  

couples facing unplanned pregnancies in making the 

healthiest choices possible for themselves and their 

unborn children.  In assisting their clients , they work to meet  

immediate needs for  

guidance as well as their 

ultimate need for  

connection to our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ. 
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Orphan Grain Train  

donations are being collected 

at Mt. Calvary  
 

Feel free to bring clothing for men, women, and children, 

accessories, shoes, and linens.  All items should be used 

and in good condition.  If you have new items please take 

the tags off and wash them so they do not appear new.  

Items are to be deposited in the OGT baskets in the  

Fellowship Hall or the east hallway by the preschool 

room.  Sheets are needed for quilt backs.   
 

Orphan Grain Train disaster relief is in need of items for 

hygiene kits.  Congregation members could donate dark 

colored bath towels and wash cloths, new or in new con-

dition, bath size bars of soap, plastic soap box holders, 

toothbrushes, sturdy combs, 1/2-3/4 inch band-aids, small 

packages of facial tissues, and nail clippers.  Money could 

also  be donated for items to be purchased in bulk. 

 

LWML Guest Night will be  

Thursday, June 9 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Gayle Stahl director of Hope House at 7th and Kansas, 

our church neighbor, will speak to us.  Hope House, a 

faith based approach, provides the tools of recovery in  

a safe supportive home to sustain sobriety so that  

individuals can live a life of true freedom.   

 

All are welcome to attend this event.   

There will not be a business meeting.   

SD District LWML  

2022 Convention 

June 3-4, 2022.  

St. John Lutheran Church in Yankton 
 

The theme of the convention is Walk in Love based on Ephesians 

4:32–5:2, be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, 

as God in Christ forgave you. Therefore, be imitators of God, as beloved 

children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, 

a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 
 

Former LWML President, Jan Wendorf, will give the keynote  

address and Marie Chow, LWML Vice President of Organizational 

Resources, will bring greetings from LWML and have a breakout 

session.  Both ladies are looking forward to meeting and spending 

special time with the Young Woman Representatives and Heart 2 

Heart Sisters. 
 

On Friday morning we will have fun during the servant events.   

We will have a Bible study by Reverend Andrew Utecht, interest 

sessions, and comic interruption by Katy Gifford, former LWML 

Nebraska South District President. 
 

The Mite Walk will be along the Missouri River and end at a birth-

day party in the park where we will celebrate the 50th year of the 

Puppet Place and the 80th year of LWML.  Pastor Andrew Utecht 

will do some magic and a puppet show. Our servant events, mak-

ing a cross in the pocket and finger puppets, will support the Pup-

pet Place at the SD State Fair. 
 

Mission grant reports will be given by Tina Lenz from the Sioux 

Falls Lutheran School, Reverend Don McKillop from the Commu-

nity Outreach Mission at Trinity Lutheran in Belle Fourche, and 

Reverend Peter Utecht from the Early Learning Ministry to  

Children at Bethesda Lutheran in Hot Springs. 
 

Other activities include the opening communion service, Bible 

study, a sending service, breakout sessions, ingathering, convention 

choir, banner parade, YWR activities, and voting on the mission 

grants for the 2022-2024 biennium.  
 

If you know a lady who wants to know more about the mission  

of LWML, this is great way to introduce her to it.  We joyfully 

proclaim Christ, support missions, and equip women to honor 

God by serving others.  Please join us in praying for a blessed time 

together as we Walk in Love. 



Children-Youth Ministry at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church  

Page 6 JOURNAL 

“Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God.” Mark 10:14  

We need some arts and crafts 

supplies for VBS.  If you can 

donate any of the listed items 

leave them on the counter in 

the Fellowship Hall kitchen 

with Vickie Hampton’s name 

on them.  Thank you! 

• flat or semi-flat rocks (any  

color) – no larger than an 

adult hand and no smaller than 

an adult palm 

• CDs-can be old used ones but 

no labels that are un-Christian 

Immanuel Lutheran Church, rural Dimock, will host a Mitchell 

Circuit Youth Picnic on Sunday, June 12, at 3:00 p.m.   

We will begin with a short opening devotion, and there will be 

lawn games and softball and other good summer recreation  

activities.  We will play games inside in case of rain.  The meal  

will be at about 5:00 p.m.  The event will be sponsored by the  

Immanuel youth group.  Please RSVP by June 5 to Pastor Loeslie.  

Youth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National Youth Gathering in Houston, Texas 

July 9–13, 2022 
 

Held every three years since 1980, the LCMS Youth Gathering provides thousands of youth and adults the opportunity to 

come together as a community of God’s people to learn more about Jesus Christ, the Christian faith and their Lutheran  

identity.  During the five days of the Gathering, youth spend time together in God’s word, worship, service and fellowship 

with others from across Synod.  Mt. Calvary youth continues fundraising efforts for the NYG trip in July. 

Camp Minneboji 

June 19-25, 2022 
 

2022's camp theme is "Masterpiece"  

from Ephesians 2:10, 
 

Camp Minneboji is for students, primarily from 

Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod congregations  

in South Dakota and southwestern Minnesota,  

who have completed grades 4 through 9.   

 

For more information or to register go to 

www.angelfire.com/my/bojiblabber/ 

WE NEED YOUR HELP!  Summer Sunday school classes will begin on June 12 for the children at  

Mt. Calvary.  The school year teachers are taking a well-deserved break.  Therefore, we are in need of  

volunteers who would be willing to teach one or two Sundays (or more) through the summer months.   

Teaching materials are provided for you.  We just need a little of your time, talent, and your love of the 

Lord Jesus.  A sign-up sheet is on the counter in the fellowship hall.  Please consider helping with this very 

important ministry at Mt. Calvary.  Thank you!! 
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Children-Youth Ministry at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church  

“Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 19:14 

G’DAY MATES! 
 

Grab your sunnies (that’s your sunglasses) and get ready for a bonzer (great) time  

as we zoom off to the Land Down Under!  Boomerangs, kangaroos, koalas, emus – 

what’s not to love about Oz (Australia)?  At VBS, we’ll fill your breadbasket (tummy) 

with yummy lollies (sweets) and find out how you were created amazingly in the 

image of God!  Vacation Bible School at Zoomerang will be a fair dinkum adventure 

filled with excitement, so get a wriggle on (hurry up) and contact us today!  Family 

members and friends are encouraged to join in daily for this special time. 
 

Mt. Calvary Vacation Bible School will be held Sunday, June 12th through Thursday, June 16th.   

We will zoom into action Sunday evening!  Supper will begin each evening at 5:15 p.m. and VBS lessons and activities will begin at 

6:00 p.m. and conclude at 8:00 p.m.  On Thursday evening, we will have a short concluding program at 8:00 p.m.    
 

Registration is now open for children age three through those who have just completed 5th grade.  Registration forms can be 

found below, in the weekly church bulletins, and also on the counter in the Fellowship Hall.  We ask that you put your forms into 

the VBS box on the counter there.  Please register early so that enough materials can be ordered and prepared for all the  

children attending.  Come along with us as we sing fun songs, do crafts, eat yummy food, play awesome games, and more.  
 

Helpers are needed for VBS!  Please prayerfully consider what you can do to help full or part time.  We have many ways  

to be involved during VBS or prior to its start as we make our preparations.  Contact Becky Dragt with any questions you may 

have and your willingness to help share Zoomerang’s message with the children.  There are sign-up sheets in the Fellowship Hall 

for many of the ways to help out!  

 

We appreciate your prayers  

for Zoomerang.  Ask God to bring 

children to our program so they can 

know and grow in Jesus, our Savior!  

Ask God to provide leaders and 

helpers for this important mission 

 at Mt. Calvary.   
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Vacation Bible School will be held  

Sunday, June 12th through Thursday, June 16th  

 

We will zoom into action each evening!   
 

5:15 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.—Supper Served 

 Sunday-pizza 

 Monday-hamburgers 

 Tuesday-hot dogs 

 Wednesday-boneless chicken wings 

 Thursday-French toast 
 

6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.—Lessons and Activities for kids and Bible Study for adults. 
 

At 8:00 p.m. Thursday, June 16 we will have a short concluding program 


