
Dear friends in Christ, 

     It has been quite a journey from Advent through Easter.  

Most of our pre-covid activities ran according to our normal 

routine.  This means that our member volunteers came back 

and gave of their time, talents, and treasures to bless our fel-

lowship and learning and worship.  To all of you, Thank you! 

     This has happened every year from the very first event 

ever held at Mt. Calvary, but having to restart, especially un-

der the stressful circumstances, is a unique challenge.  I be-

lieve that it all went well, but I can tell it was more difficult 

than years past.  Under the strain, endurance was tested and, 

at times, tempers wore thin.  Kids for Christ has come to a 

close.  Lenten and Advent meals are in the rearview mirror, 

and I think the last of the Easter Lilies has been claimed.  Be-

fore we throw ourselves into VBS and the final efforts of 

NYG team building and fundraising, or head out on summer 

camping trips, I feel it would be helpful to remember the way 

God leads us to heal any wounds that might remain from such 

a lot of work. 

     His guidance is found in the same passage where the Lord 

says, "Wherever two or three are gathered in my name, there I 

am among them."  I have printed Jesus' words below so that 

we would be led by them to reconnect with one another 

where any distance has grown, and heal where any hurt may 

be found.  If the gap seems to big for you to close, consider 

the words of him who closed the gap between us and our 

creator on Good Friday and healed us Easter morning.  
 

15 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his 

fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, 

you have gained your brother. 16 But if he does not  

listen, take one or two others along with you, that every 

charge may be established by the evidence of two or 

three witnesses. 17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it 

to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the 

church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax  

collector. 18 Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on 

earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose 

on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 19 Again I say to you, 

if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it 

will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20 For 

where two or three are gathered in my name, there am 

I among them.”  Matthew 18 
 

In Christ, Pastor Chris 

 

For where two or three are gathered in my name . . . 
By Rev. Chris Navurskis, Senior Pastor 
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Dear members and friends of Mt. Calvary, 

     Greetings in the name of our risen Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ!  I pray that you are all well, still rejoicing during this 

Easter season.  There is so much to rejoice about, that one 

day hardly does the Lord’s work justice.  And so, we carry the 

knowledge, the certainty of, and the confidence in what Jesus 

has done along with us in our daily lives, all year round.  Con-

fidence is something that is sometimes foreign to us.   

     We learn, through our life’s experiences and the experi-

ences of others, that a lot of what we think and what we say 

and what we do are actually on shakier ground than we think.  

Have you ever had an experience that absolutely rocked your 

world?  When everything you thought was right was wrong, 

what you thought was wrong was right, and your whole world 

is turned upside down?  Many people have and it has a pro-

found effect on them.  Peter, as he stood around the fire to 

warm himself, had one of those experiences.  Based on what 

we know of Peter, we picture him to be a big, bold guy who is 

liable to spout off at anyone, telling them exactly what he 

thinks.  Yet, because of fear, he is rendered silent, put on the 

defensive, and says things that he never thought he would say.  

     Shortly before, he had said that even if he had to die with 

Jesus, he would never deny Him.  As soon as the words of 

denial come out of his mouth, we have to imagine that he is a 

complete wreck.  He doesn’t want to be seen by anybody, to 

talk to anybody, or to receive any comfort from his brethren.  

As Jesus inevitably heads toward the fulfillment of His purpose 

on Good Friday, there seems to be no hope.  There is nothing 

to do but dress in black, grieve, and mourn.   

     Yet, Peter would get a chance to be restored to his Lord.  

Though he had wronged Him, he would get the chance to 

proclaim his love and devotion once again.  On the shore, 

Jesus mends what had been torn apart by asking him three 

times “do you love me?” Even though it was definitely painful 

and heart-wrenching, he helps Peter to regain his signature 

characteristics so that they can be used for kingdom work. 

     When I heard that reading recently, I was reminded of one 

of my favorite hymns.  It’s called “There Is a Balm in Gilead.”  

I remember singing it when I was younger, but I don’t know if 

it is very familiar to the members of Mt. Calvary.  It is no 

doubt hard to play and hard to sing, but I really value the 

words.   
 

The refrain is as follows:   

 There is a balm in Gilead  

  to make the wounded whole.   

 There is a balm in Gilead  

  to heal the sin-sick soul.  
 

There are three verses, which say:  

 Sometimes I feel discouraged,  

  and think my work's in vain,  

 but then the Holy Spirit  

  revives my soul again.  

 

 Don't ever feel discouraged,  

  for Jesus is your friend,  

 who, if you ask for knowledge,  

  will never fail to lend.  
 

 If you cannot preach like Peter,  

  if you cannot pray like Paul,  

 you can tell the love of Jesus,  

  who died to save us all. 
 

Although the words of this hymn are somewhat simplistic, 

they speak of the remarkable turnaround that was set into 

motion by Jesus.  

     We see this turnaround in the stark contrast and the 

transition we made between Good Friday and Easter Sunday.  

On Good Friday, the sanctuary is black with mourning, but by 

the time the sun rises on the first day of the week, the sanc-

tuary is full of Easter Lilies, pleasant to behold.  White adorns 

the pulpit and the lectern, signaling to our eyes that some-

thing has changed.  And what a momentous change it is.  

Christ, who once was truly dead and sealed in the tomb, 

could not be held by the grave. 

     We see the turnaround in the witnesses of Easter as well. 

Early in the morning, Mary comes and sees the clues that are 

presented.  Despite seeing the tomb empty, it still takes a 

while for Mary to realize what is happening and even longer 

for the apostles to do the same.  Mary presumes that some-

thing awful has happened and so, she weeps deeply near the 

tomb.  Even when angels speak to her, she does not realize.  

But then, Jesus presents Himself to Mary, joy and wonder-

ment fill her and she clings to her Savior for dear life. 

     One last example of the turnaround is Thomas.  While 

the disciples were locked in a room together, for fear of 

what the people would do to them, Jesus appears to His sul-

len friends.  Before now, they had not seen the risen Jesus, 

only heard about Him.  Now, their Lord was standing before 

almost all of them, except Thomas.  Since Thomas was ab-

sent, he will not take the others’ word for it.  He will not 

believe unless he sees for himself. 

     Although many other witnesses of the resurrection had a 

tough time believing at first, Thomas has an especially bad 

reputation.  He is known as “doubting Thomas” and is seen 

as obstinate, stubborn, and weak in faith.  We wonder, how 

could someone who walked with Jesus not know or refuse to 

believe?  

     Faith comes through hearing, but our Lord also had 

Thomas touch the marks of the nails in His hands and the 

wound in His side.  By looking at the risen Jesus in the flesh, 

Thomas recalled what he had heard and knew that all Christ 

had done was for him.  He relieves him of his brokenness, so 

that he can make this confident confession:  “My Lord and my 

God!” May your faith be strengthened as you consider the 

wondrous appearance of the living Christ! 
 

God’s Peace, Pastor Kevin 

He makes the wounded whole    
By Rev. Kevin Koester, Associate Pastor 
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Tiffany Gascoigne 

931 1890 Dr 

Abilene  KS  67410 

 

Lorenda Grace 

43461 208th St 

De Smet  SD  57231 

 

Amy and Eric Hall 

2230 N Main Ave #4 

Tea  SD  57064 

 

Lonabelle Hein 

1251 Arizona Ave SW, Apt. 104 

The Wellshire Assisted Living 

Huron  SD  57350 

 

Brad and Gina Henson 

512 W 1st Ave 

Miller  SD  57362 

 

Tara Houck 

PO Box 4992 

Englewood  C0  80155  

 

Mt. Calvary is  

scheduled to deliver 

meals May 9-13   
 

Delivering meals for the Senior Center is a  

meaningful volunteer opportunity for community outreach.   

It takes approximately one hour each day.   

 

If you have questions, contact Dan Henson 

Dear friends,  
 

Thank you for your ongoing investment in the physical plant here at Mt. Calvary.  

We have a beautiful place to worship because of your generosity!   
 

At present, we are in need of financial support to fund the renovation of the  

working sacristy (north side of the chancel area where communion is prepared).  

The project cost will be between six and ten thousand dollars.   
 

Please consider making a special donation to help fund this  

project.   
 

                  Mt. Calvary Church Council 

 

Church Office Closed  

on Monday, May 30 

 

 

Please note there is a new "On Call"  

cell phone number for pastoral emergencies.   

Diaper Derby 
 

LWML is sponsoring the annual Diaper Derby which  

runs from Mother’s Day until Father’s Day.   

We are collecting diapers of all sizes.   

 

Anyone may donate 

packaged diapers.   

Please leave them in 

the Fellowship Hall 

or the basket in the 

hallway by the  

Activity Center.  

 

Parents of Graduates   
 

Is your child graduating from High School, College, or Vo-Tech?   

We would like to recognize God’s blessings of your graduate’s 

accomplishment by listing the names in the church bulletin.   

Please call the church office (605)352-7121  

with your graduate’s name(s)  

or email their name(s) to office.mclc@midconetwork.com  

and please include the school they are graduating from as well.  

LWML Guest Night will be Thursday, June 9 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Gayle Stahl director of Hope House at 7th and 

Kansas, our church neighbor, will speak to us.  

Hope House, a faith based approach,  

provides the tools of recovery in a safe  

supportive home to sustain sobriety so that 

individuals can live a life of true freedom.   

 

All are welcome to attend this event.  There will not be a business meeting.   
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The LWML South Dakota District sponsored a mission day at Orphan Grain Train’s South Dakota Collection Center in  

Milbank April 2, 2022.  About 80 volunteers had a very fun day as they worked together to pack 21,600 Mercy Meals!  
 

Other projects included making diapers out of t-shirts, making mission bracelets, cutting plastic bags to make into mats, sorting 

clothes, cutting and tying fleece blankets, and sewing buttons onto shirts.  Mt. Calvary volunteers are in the photo below.  

Orphan Grain Train’s Ukrainian Relief Efforts 
 

The ND branch heard the urgent plea 

from OGT’s headquarters for hygiene 

supplies/kits and diapers for a shipment 

to aid Ukrainian people in Poland.  

Thanks to generous donors, various 

items were collected and sent to OGT 

in Norfolk, NE.  OGT’s Norfolk NE 

warehouse sent the air-cargo  

shipment mid-March.  At this time  

another shipment is not scheduled but 

monetary donations to OGT can be 

designated to assist the  

Ukrainian Relief Efforts. 

 

Orphan Grain Train donations are being collected at Mt. Calvary  
 

Feel free to bring clothing for men, women, and children, accessories, shoes, and linens.  All items should be used and in good 

condition.  If you have new items please take the tags off and wash them so they do not appear new.  Items are to be deposit-

ed in the OGT baskets in the Fellowship Hall or the east hallway by the preschool room.  Sheets are needed for quilt backs.   
 

Orphan Grain Train disaster relief is in need of items for hygiene kits.  Congregation members could donate dark colored bath 

towels and wash cloths, new or in new condition, bath size bars of soap, plastic soap box holders, toothbrushes, sturdy combs, 

1/2-3/4 inch band-aids, small packages of facial tissues, and nail clippers.  Money could also be donated for items to be pur-

chased in bulk. 
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As I type up this newsletter article, there are only sixteen days left of school.  The year has 

again flown by and I find myself gearing up to graduate another preschool class!  The children 

are buzzing with even more energy these days, with the sun shining and their eagerness for 

summer.  I too am excited for the summer break but also have that tinge of sadness, knowing 

that some of these kiddos I have come to enjoy so much I will no longer get to see each week.  
 

This month we have been learning about the ocean.  We talked about the kinds of animals  

that live in the ocean, how the ocean is so important because it provides us with food and  

even impacts the weather patterns.  We played games with a nautical theme and crafts of  

our ocean friends.  A fun thing we did this month was make our own pizza for snack!  Each child got their own piece of dough 

to top with sauce, cheese, and pepperoni.  It was really cool to eat something they made themselves!  One of the kids was so 

pleased she gave me a big hug at the end of the day and thanked me, which of course made me feel good.  
 

For our Bible time, we have been learning about the Holy Spirit and how it came to the disciples after Jesus went to Heaven. 

We read a few verses to learn about what the Holy Spirit does.  

• Every day the Holy Spirit will help you obey Him (Philippians 2:13). 

• He will cause you to feel guilty when you sin (John 16:8).  This is called convicting.  The Holy Spirit is convicting you when 

you know you have done something to displease God and should confess your sin to Him.  God’s wonderful promise is 

He will forgive! (1 John 1:9). 

• He will guide you so your life will honor God (Romans 8:14; John 16:13).  

• He changes you to be more like Jesus (Galatians 5:22-23).  
 

Thank you to all who came to our salad luncheon and bid on items at the auction!  Your support to our preschool is very 

appreciated!  Have a great summer!                                                                                                             — Miss Melissa 
 

Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6 (ESV) 

“Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God.” Mark 10:14  

Thank you to everyone that attended and 

supported the Preschool Spring Luncheon 

and Silent Auction on April 28th! 

 
Mt. Calvary Preschool Board, teachers and students 

thank you and deeply appreciate your continued 

support of our preschool program.   

Preschool News   
 

IT'S BACK!  COBORN’S register  

receipts are now being collected.   

 

We are currently collecting receipts 

dated in February, March and April.  

Please put them in the containers in 

the Fellowship Hall or near the  

Preschool room.   

 

Thank you for supporting  

our Preschool. Daycare Update  
 

At the April 19th Quarterly Voters’ Assembly it was approved by the voters to 

start the process of establishing a 501(c)(3) Non-Profit Charitable Entity for  

Mt. Calvary preschool/daycare.    

 

Please continue to pray for our board, Daycare Consultant, and daycare as we  

navigate through the final steps. The outpouring of support and offers to assist  

from our other church boards and congregation has been overwhelming and very 

appreciated. 

 

Thank you all for your continued support of our school and daycare, this mission 

would not be possible without the support of our Mt. Calvary members. 
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Children-Youth Ministry at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church  

“Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 19:14 

G’DAY MATES! 
 

Grab your sunnies (that’s your sunglasses) and get ready for a bonzer (great) time  

as we zoom off to the Land Down Under!  Boomerangs, kangaroos, koalas, emus – 

what’s not to love about Oz (Australia)?  At VBS, we’ll fill your breadbasket (tummy) 

with yummy lollies (sweets) and find out how you were created amazingly in the 

image of God!  Vacation Bible School at Zoomerang will be a fair dinkum adventure 

filled with excitement, so get a wriggle on (hurry up) and contact us today!  Family 

members and friends are encouraged to join in daily for this special time. 
 

Mt. Calvary Vacation Bible School will be held Sunday, June 12th through Thursday, June 16th.   

We will zoom into action Sunday evening!  Supper will begin each evening at 5:15 p.m. and VBS lessons and activities will begin at 

6:00 p.m. and conclude at 8:00 p.m.  On Thursday evening, we will have a short concluding program at 8:00 p.m.    
 

Registration is now open for children age three through those who have just completed 5th grade.  Registration forms can be 

found below, in the weekly church bulletins, and also on the counter in the Fellowship Hall.  We ask that you put your forms into 

the VBS box on the counter there.  Please register early so that enough materials can be ordered and prepared for all the  

children attending.  Come along with us as we sing fun songs, do crafts, eat yummy food, play awesome games, and more.  
 

Helpers are needed for VBS!  Please prayerfully consider what you can do to help full or part time.  We have many ways  

to be involved during VBS or prior to its start as we make our preparations.  Contact Becky Dragt with any questions you may 

have and your willingness to help share Zoomerang’s message with the children.  There are sign-up sheets in the Fellowship Hall 

for many of the ways to help out!  

 

We appreciate your prayers  

for Zoomerang.  Ask God to bring 

children to our program so they can 

know and grow in Jesus, our Savior!  

Ask God to provide leaders and 

helpers for this important mission 

 at Mt. Calvary.   
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Vacation Bible School will be held  

Sunday, June 12th through Thursday, June 16th  

 

We will zoom into action each evening!   
 

5:15 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.—Supper Served 

 Sunday-pizza 

 Monday-hamburgers 

 Tuesday-hot dogs 

 Wednesday-boneless chicken wings 

 Thursday-French toast 
 

6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.—Lessons and Activities for kids and Bible Study for adults. 
 

At 8:00 p.m. Thursday, June 16 we will have a short concluding program 


