
Dear friends in Christ, 

     Isn’t it interesting to consider the way a person’s identity 

is formed?  A baby knows very little when it is born.  It must 

constantly learn.  From the time you are born, your identity 

and self-image is shaped by the words and actions of others.  

The presence or absence of mom and dad begin the journey.  

Siblings and their words build emotional bridges or fences 

that often last a lifetime.  Extended family like grandmas and 

grandpas speak words that are different from others, because 

they bear the perspective of years beyond parents and sib-

lings.  Later there are teachers and employers, teammates and 

coaches, talk show hosts and public figures, and strangers 

who seek your attention through technology or television (if 

we even call it “television” anymore). 

     Consider the voices you have heard over a lifetime.  Com-

pare them to voices that have spoken to people you know.  It 

is little wonder that such diversity exists in our world.  I am 

not talking about the diversity God has built into the genetics 

of the human race (yes, singular – one race, not many).  I am 

speaking of the diversity that exists first in our words, then 

shapes our values, and ultimately prompts our behaviors. 

     The values and behaviors people exhibit result from the 

words spoken to them and the deeds done to them.  The 

foundation God has ordained to build identity is that of family 

rooted in the way a man and woman come 

together in marriage.  They become a sec-

ondary cause of his creative activity in the 

one flesh union he designed and called good 

from the beginning.  In that context, the 

words spoken communicate belonging.  Par-

ents, adoptive and biological, get to tell their 

children, “You belong to us.”  Parents tell us 

where we come from, what kind of name 

we bear as a family and as individuals, and 

how life goes from day to day.  They com-

municate the goal and meaning of our tradi-

tions and daily work.  Their care and com-

passion give meaning to our suffering, and inspire us to push 

through the hardships of life on planet earth.  

     Oh, if only we all had unity in that nurturing progression 

of family.  Instead we have disunity in common.  We all have 

had imperfect parents.  Every family system is broken.  Every 

community, large and small, has conflict and discord.  Observ-

ing this fact, many people conclude that there is no one way 

to have a family.  These voices do not speak the truth.  Satan 

attacked man and woman in the garden, and he did not stop 

when they were forced to leave.  Satan still tempts and twists 

us with the words, “Did God really say?” 

     Therefore, we live in a world that confuses sex and gender.  

It takes great joy in disordering the two by mocking the first 

and isolating the second.  One's gender is no longer shaped by 

one's sex.  Male and female are degraded, mother and father 

are deconstructed, and the myriad voices of culture insist that 

they have better ideas than the One who originally said, “Let 

there be…” 

     Yet the whisper of that one Voice is stronger than all others 

combined.  That voice reveals the truth that there is a perfect 

family in Christ.  Our creator has spoken to us through Jesus, 

whose name is on us in baptism.  Jesus has invited us to use his 

own word and call God our Father.  He is the one from whom 

all true fatherhood is derived.  He has made for himself his own 

household by the work of his true son Jesus.  He has clearly 

spoken to us that we are by nature lost and condemned unless 

rescued by his work alone.  He proclaims that in the cross and 

empty tomb, this work is complete.  His word tells us that the 

point of our existence is to be his own people, speaking to oth-

ers what he first spoke to us. 

     Household by household at Mt. Calvary, this is the task be-

fore us.  We are to speak what he has spoken, starting in the 

home and moving into the world.  I am very confident in mak-

ing the pastoral assertion that the role of fa-

ther and the way men fulfill that role in the 

congregation is the singular most important 

predictor of congregational health.  Through-

out the scriptures you will see this empha-

sized.  Read and listen to the words God 

speaks to men through the Apostle Paul, in 

Ephesians, who tells husbands to “love their 

wives as Christ loved the church and laid his 

life down for her.”  He also says, “Fathers, do 

not exasperate your children; instead, bring 

them up in the training and instruction of the 

Lord.”  Listen to the way Jesus tells men to be 

faithful, saying that they ought not to even look at another 

woman with lust.  Read the Old Testament and watch the Lord 

discipline David through Nathan, wrestle with Jacob, and teach 

Abraham by sparing Isaac.  Listen to what Joshua says as Israel 

is established in the Promised Land:  “And if it is evil in your 

eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, 

whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the 

River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But 

as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” 

(continued on page 2) 
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     Dads, grandpas, husbands, fathers at Mt Calvary, Pastor 

Kevin and I get to proclaim the Lord’s word to the whole 

family of faith here at the weekly worship services, but you 

have the privilege and calling to preach that word at home 

daily.  We are partners in this ministry, but you are stewards 

of God’s mission in your household.  You are powerful role 

models of the life of faith in Christ and love for our neighbor.  

You are placed in your house to serve your families as Christ 

loved the church.  Your first job in life is to devour the word 

of God every day so that you can speak it faithfully.  Your 

words build up and tear down.  Your words establish and up-

root.  Your words plant and harvest.  Your words welcome 

and send.  By your bold and open worship of Christ, as the 

head of your house, you renounce Satan and all his works and 

all his ways, establishing the identity of your family for genera-

tions to come.  That identity will remain when all others pass 

away. 

Your friend and fellow worker, 

Pastor Chris 

Dear friends in Christ, 

     As I was thinking about what I wanted to write about this 

month, I was reminded that sometimes the timing of certain 

things isn’t perfect.  We sometimes wish that you could put 

something in someone’s hands or let them hear something at 

the exact right moment.  But, you may 

not run across them at the right time 

or have everything line up perfectly.  If I 

could, I would have had this article land 

in your mailboxes on the Monday or 

Tuesday after Easter.  That way, you 

would have been primed and especially 

prepared, having attended worship on 

Easter morning just a day or two be-

fore.  That way, everything I would be 

writing to you would serve as rein-

forcement and fortification of the won-

drous Gospel message that is heard on 

Resurrection Day:  Christ has been 

raised from the dead.  He lives! He 

lives! 

     As it is, we are and still will be in the 

season of Lent for a week or more af-

ter this newsletter is delivered, but as 

Christians, we are Easter people.  In the 

middle of summer, when we are in 

common time, we still hear about the 

stone which was rolled away.  In the 

snowy, cold weather of December, as 

we anticipate the Word made flesh, we know that the same 

body which was wrapped in swaddling clothes will be raised 

from the dead.  Even in the middle of Lent, when we are pre-

paring and purifying ourselves for Holy Week, we still look 

ahead to when our Lenten journey is ended and Christ pre-

sents Himself alive to us.  Though the time and the place may 

differ, the crucified and risen Christ is the object of our faith.  

     As Christians, we know that we live by faith.  Even though 

something may not be seen, faith clings to the message of sal-

vation.  And there are many times where, from our stand-

point, having faith is the only thing that we can do.  God 

chooses to reveal certain things and not others.  We are not 

to try guessing at the reasons He has in His divine wisdom or 

to give explanations for God’s actions.  Simply because God 

has said that it is true, we believe it.  

     However, there are times when 

God supplements and strengthens our 

belief by providing something more.  

Knowing that we as human beings 

crave something that can be touched, 

something that can be seen, and that 

we crave evidence, God sometimes 

obliges.  And when it comes to the 

resurrection, there are pieces both 

inside of Scripture and outside of it 

that support what we already know to 

be true.    

     One of the biggest ways that we 

know something happened at any time 

in history is because the people who 

were there tell us about it.  Although 

we may not always believe it if only 

one person says something happened, 

if there are dozens or hundreds who 

say the same thing, it is much harder to 

dismiss.  1 Corinthians 15 tells us that 

after many witnesses saw Jesus cruci-

fied, Jesus “appeared to Cephas, then 

to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred 

brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though 

some have fallen asleep.”  It would have been impossible for a 

large group of five hundred people to have all had the same 

hallucination at the same time.  They all saw the same thing 

and it led them to confess Jesus.   

     Because of their confession, each Christian faced harsh 

persecution and even death at the hands of those who denied 

Jesus.  Those closest to Jesus were the biggest targets.  And 

It’s true: Christ has been raised from the Dead    
By Rev. Kevin Koester, Associate Pastor 
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yet, you can read in Christian tradition the horrific ways that 

they chose to die rather than deny Christ.  Why would they 

die for something that they knew was a lie?  Why not recant 

and live a little longer if they saw an opening?  The apostle 

Paul, who had breathed murderous threats against the Church, 

was, according to tradition, beheaded in Rome as a believer in 

Jesus.  Even Jesus’ brother James, who grew up with Him and 

knew Him deeply from the time they were children, was 

stoned to death in Jerusalem and did not take his confession 

back.  

     And then, of course, there is the empty tomb itself and the 

testimony of the women who came there that morning.  In 

those times, women were not considered reliable witnesses, 

and if the story was being fabricated in order to be believable, 

they would have used men as the first witnesses returning 

from the tomb.  But since the account of that joyous morning 

has not been contrived or invented, we are just hearing about 

the works of God as they happened.  

     We shouldn’t be surprised then, that the testimonies of 

non-Christians of the time fit with the same things.  Josephus, 

a historian, acknowledged Jesus to be a wise man, a teacher, 

and a doer of wonderful works.  Tacitus, a Roman senator, 

says that Jesus suffered the extreme penalty at the hands of 

Pontius Pilate.  And according to contemporary Jewish 

sources like Justin Martyr’s “Dialogue with Trypho” and the 

“Toledot Yeshu,” the Jews of the time did not deny that Je-

sus’ tomb was empty.  If they could find His corpse, then 

they could disprove the whole thing, but no one could find 

it.  And why would the Romans steal the body and stir up 

more trouble for Pilate?  Again, why would the disciples steal 

the body and proceed to die for a lie?    

     It’s because the account and the testimony given to us 

from Scripture is true.  We may not have every piece of 

physical evidence that we desire or all of the testimonies 

that we wish we had, but pieces like these help us to realize 

that the resurrection is true history.  It involved and still 

involves real people, real places, and real events.  Just as real 

is what the resurrection means for you.  Because Jesus died 

upon the cross and rose again, appearing in the presence of 

many witnesses, you are headed for eternal glory in heaven.  

It’s true and it is for you. 

In Christ, Pastor Kevin  

 

 

 

Easter Lily Fund  

Donations   

 

 

 

 

During Lent no flowers are placed on the altar.   

On Easter, lily plants will decorate the altar.   

If you would like to donate to the fund to purchase lilies for the altar you may put 

your donation in an envelope marked “Easter Lilies” and place it in the offering plate, 

give to Kristi Glanzer, or mail to the church.   

If the donation is given in memory of loved ones,  

please write the name(s) on the envelope.   

Checks may be made payable to LWML.   
 

Palm Sunday,  April 10 is the deadline.  Thank you.  

Palm Cross Assembly  
 

Please join us on Saturday 

morning, April 9, at 9:00 a.m.  

in the Fellowship Hall  

to help assemble crosses  

for Palm Sunday.   
 

Don't know how?   

We'll be happy to teach you.   

Your help is appreciated.  

 

Church Office Closed on Friday,  April 15 and Monday,  April 18. 

 

No Preschool on Monday, April 18 
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Gladys Dick 

Avantara Healthcare Center 

1345 Michigan Ave SW 

Huron  SD  57530 

 

Larry Walz 

Prairie View Healthcare Center 

401 S 1st Ave 

Woonsocket  SD  57385  

 

Larry Zavesky 

Avantara Healthcare Center 

1345 Michigan Ave SW 

Huron  SD  57530 

Dear friends,  
 

Thank you for your ongoing investment in the physical plant here at Mt. Calvary.  

We have a beautiful place to worship because of your generosity!   
 

At present, we are in need of financial 

support to complete the renovation of 

the working sacristy (north side of the 

chancel area where communion is  

prepared).  The project will cost  

between six and ten thousand dollars.   
 

Please consider making a special donation 

so we can take this next step together.   
 

                  Mt. Calvary Church Council 

 

April 29 - May 1st 
 

Lutheran Island Camp 

Henning, MN 
 

Join us for a relaxing weekend on the island, full of fellowship and God’s 

Word!   
 

We are so excited to introduce Michele Dierks, author of Promised Rest: 

Finding  Peace in God’s Presence, as our main speaker!  islandcamp.org 

 

The cost is $140 per person which covers the cost of the speaker, room 

and all meals. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Vickie Hampton or Barb Schley. 

Orphan Grain Train donations are being collected at Mt. Calvary  
Feel free to bring clothing for men, women, and children, accessories, shoes, and linens.  All items should be used and in good 

condition.  If you have new items please take the tags off and wash them so they do not appear new.  Items are to be deposit-

ed in the OGT baskets in the Fellowship Hall or the east hallway by the preschool room.  Sheets are needed for quilt backs.   

 

Orphan Grain Train disaster relief is in need of items for hygiene kits.  Congregation members could donate dark colored bath 

towels and wash cloths, new or in new condition, bath size bars of soap, plastic soap box holders, toothbrushes, sturdy combs, 

1/2-3/4 inch band-aids, small packages of facial tissues, and nail clippers.  Money could also  be donated for items to be pur-

chased in bulk. 

Quarterly Voters’ 

Assembly is  

Tuesday,  April 19  

at 7:00 p.m.  
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Children-Youth Ministry at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church  
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Now that Spring is here we at the preschool 

are learning about plants.  So far we have dis-

cussed the parts of the plant, the life cycle of a 

plant, and our journey will culminate by sprout-

ing our very own beans and going on a nature 

walk!  The children have really enjoyed this unit 

so far.  

 

We have been making some beautiful spring art 

to adorn the hallways and our classroom.  We 

have tissue paper flowers, watercolor butter-

flies, and even some cute little frogs to wel-

come the new season.  

 

This year to explain the Easter story, I got a set 

of resurrection eggs.  Resurrection eggs walk 

you and your kids through the story of Jesus’ 

death and resurrection!  I love the open-

endedness of Resurrection Eggs because it al-

lows for conversation, questions, and connec-

tions.   

 

Inside each of 12 eggs is an object that repre-

sents the end of Jesus’ life.  The objects corre-

spond to Bible verses.  If you open the eggs in 

order and read the corresponding Scripture, 

you will read Jesus' story beginning at the Tri-

umphal entry all the way to His resurrection.  

Being able to hold a visual really helps kids to 

remember and understand the story.  

 

                                               — Miss Melissa 

 

Train up a child in the way he should go;  

even when he is old  

he will not depart from it.  
Proverbs 22:6 (ESV) 

“Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God.” Mark 10:14  

Mark Your Calendars! 
 

Preschool Spring Luncheon  

and Silent Auction 
 

Thursday,  April 28, 2022  

11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
 

Everyone Welcome!  Our Mt. Calvary Preschool Spring Luncheon and 

Silent Auction is right around the corner.  This year we will be offering the 

meal as a To-Go option, or you can join us in person.   
 

The To-Go meals will be served out the back door of the south kitchen 

and our in-person meals will be served in the activity center.  The Spring 

Luncheon To-Go menu will consist of a ham sandwich, potato salad, chips, 

and a cookie.  Cost will be $8.00 per meal.  
 

The in-person meal will consist of ham sandwich, choice of salad, a cookie 

and coffee.  Cost will be $8.00 per meal.   
 

There are salad sign-up sheets in the Fellowship Hall for those who would 

like to donate salads for the luncheon.  

 

Our Spring Auction will be a silent auction. 
 

Please bring the items you would like to donate for the auction to the 

church.  These auction items, along with bidding sheets, will be on display 

in the Fellowship Hall until the day of Luncheon.  Bidding will close at  

1:00 p.m. the day of the auction.  

 

If you have any questions about the silent auction or the luncheon, please 

feel free to contact Dawn Eining, Debbie Busch, or any board member.   

 

Mt. Calvary Preschool Board, teachers and students thank you 

and deeply appreciate your continued support of our preschool 

program.  We look forward to serving you at our Spring  

Luncheon.  
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Children-Youth Ministry at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church  

“Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 19:14 

 

Preschool Recognition 
 

Mt. Calvary Preschool has recently been recognized 

with a Distinguished Preschool Level of Excellence 

by the School Administrators of South Dakota.  

This is an evaluation that reviews the preschool 

program in ten areas:  Relationships, Curriculum, 

Teaching, Assessment, Health, Teachers, Families, 

Community Relationships, Physical Environment, 

Leadership & Management.  There are three possi-

ble ratings:  proficient, distinguished, and exemplary.   

 

Currently thirty-seven preschools in South Dakota 

are acknowledged through the Preschool Levels of 

Excellence and Mt. Calvary Preschool is the first in 

Huron to receive this recognition. 

 

Trevor Gerrit (at right) is the MCLC 2022  

chili cookoff champion!!!  
 

Photos at left and below are from the Trivia 

portion of the evening.  The Kruse family  

won the night but the fun was enjoyed by all! 
 

Thanks to all who participated, and helped 

with this fundraiser for the trip to Houston  

in July for the National Youth Gathering. 
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Return Service Requested 

Holy Week Worship Schedule  
 

Sunday, April10—Palm Sunday (usual worship schedule) 

 

Thursday, April 14—Maundy Thursday 

          7:00 p.m. Worship Service with Communion (livestreamed) 

 

Friday, April 15—Good Friday 

        12:10 p.m. Tenebrae Worship Service (livestreamed) 

          7:00 p.m. Tenebrae Worship Service (livestreamed) 

 

Saturday, April 16—Easter Vigil 

          7:00 p.m. Easter Vigil Worship Service (livestreamed) 

 

Sunday, April 17—Easter 

          6:30 a.m. Sunrise Worship Service (livestreamed) 

          7:30 a.m. Easter Breakfast  

          8:30 a.m. Worship Service with Communion (livestreamed) 

        10:30 a.m. Worship Service with Communion (livestreamed) 


