
Dear friends in Christ, 

     Try as one might, it seems impossible to ignore news of 

the conflict in Ukraine.  The war has gathered the attention 

and concern of the world media and media-consuming public.  

Knowing that they have our attention, each public figure or 

commentator has his or her own angle that gets presented as 

truth.  As you watch, I wonder, and want to know, what is 

your perspective?  Do you know?  Have you examined your 

own perspective? 

     From the perspective of a Ukrainian citizen, the threat is 

not necessarily an immediate end to normalcy, but the pro-

gression of human tendencies already in motion.  One such 

citizen interviewed by World News group indicated very little 

surprise over the invasion.  When 

asked why he showed little surprise, 

he said that one learns to expect 

anything when one's "neighbor is a 

psycho."  One televangelist has insist-

ed, from his perspective, that Vladi-

mir Putin is being led by God like a 

beast of burden or slave to wage this 

war.  He sees it as the beginning of a 

bigger movement that will end up in a 

war on Israel to end all wars and 

bring the end upon us. 

     Some folks might assume that 

people who live in North America 

feel less threatened than people who 

live closer to the front lines in the 

Baltic region.  Then again, as nuclear 

weapons are referenced, that per-

spective changes rather quickly.  

Modern supersonic missiles can find 

targets around the world in short 

order.  It's a small world for good or 

for ill. 

     Over the last couple weeks I have 

heard folks express their perspectives both at church and in 

our community.  Some folks are processing from a political 

perspective, some from a religious perspective, and others 

from an economic or even military perspective.  I have heard 

folks analyze this war from a historical perspective.  I have 

heard people talk about these events from global, local, and 

regional perspectives.  People have talked from a solution 

centered point of view and others from a perspective of root 

causes.  Which is the proper perspective? 

     I have tried to watch or listen to the bare minimum of news 

reports.  I am more interested in people close to you and me 

so that we can do our work.  I would say, as a pastor, that the 

proper perspective is one that is first, Biblical, and second, vo-

cational.  The proper perspective depends on who you are and 

where God has placed you. 

     In Matthew 24, Jesus said that in the last times, the times in 

which we live, there will be wars and rumors of wars.  No one 

knows the day or the hour when the Lord will come again in 

glory - no one - not even televangelists!  Such wars are signs of 

the pandemic called sin and the curse God placed on the world.  

There is enmity between Satan and the woman's offspring.  Eve-

ry day here is war.  The battle is some-

times the worst where it is most hid-

den, rather than where guns are fired 

and bombs are dropped.  The silent 

war within the human heart is lost be-

fore ever a trigger is pulled or a punch 

is thrown. 

     Therefore, be not distracted by the 

din of battle wherever it sounds off the 

loudest.  Listen for the report of deadli-

er shots closer by.  Stay informed, for 

sure, and be on guard in prayer for 

those suffering in every place, but guard 

your own post vigorously.  

     If you are a soldier, and called for 

duty, serve as commanded insofar as 

those orders do not transgress the 

Lord's own word of command.  Find 

yourself always under his order to 

make disciples of all nations as you go.  

If you are a teacher, or healthcare 

worker, farmer or mechanic, banker, 

custodian, office worker, truck driver, 

or builder - whoever God has made 

you to be - stand fast and guard your post.  Do your duty there 

with that mission to make disciples in mind, and the promise 

that he will be with you always even to the very end of the age.  

Live that promise with the goal to share the promise. 

     I was called to ponder this issue of perspective as I have 

been watching my children process this world's warfare.  I was 

Mark's age when Desert Storm began.  I remember watching 

the opening maneuvers on the TV late at night while I worked 
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my part-time job at Wal-Mart.  I felt threatened, depressed, 

and angry.  I remember some measure of hopelessness, like 

my future was compromised.  As I watched with my classmate 

Nathan, we both agreed to sign up for the Army or Marines, 

or anyone who would take us, so we could go and join the 

battle.  We did talk to the recruiter, but he was fairly amused 

and told us both to stay in school and graduate first.  

     My perspective as a pastor and father leads me to take you 

back to Jesus' words in Matthew 24.  I am moved to say to 

you what I said to my son:  God holds your future in Christ 

your savior and no assault of man or The Beast can take that 

away.  God has promised to be with us always as we fight sin, 

death, and the devil at home and abroad and has proclaimed 

our victory in advance by the cross and empty tomb.  He has 

shown you, though heaven and earth pass away, his word will 

never pass away.  And he has put that word in you! 

Your friend and fellow worker, 

Pastor Chris 

Dear members and friends of Mt. Calvary, 

     Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus!  We worship a 

loving and caring God who desires to hear from us.  One of 

the best things that Jesus ever taught us is how to pray.  Late-

ly, I have been thinking a lot about prayer.  I have been think-

ing about what prayer is, how we should pray, and how pray-

er is answered.  There’s a couple things that especially 

brought this to the forefront for me.  The first thing is with-

out question everything that is going in Ukraine.  Whenever 

there is senseless violence and aggression like this, as Chris-

tians, we are taken aback and drop to 

our knees in prayer.  It has been har-

rowing to see all the videos of hus-

bands, fathers, sons, uncles, and even 

grandfathers saying goodbye to their 

wives, children, and grandchildren at 

the Ukrainian border.  I have even seen 

a video of a Lutheran pastor who had 

to say those same goodbyes, knowing 

that he needed to stay with God’s peo-

ple during this crisis. 

     While I was looking at and digesting 

all of these things, I came across a spe-

cial service that I wasn’t all that familiar 

with:  service of prayer in time of war.  

This service is something that I imagine 

has been very common at many times 

in our history.  Perhaps during the Civil 

War, World War I, or World War II, 

when people felt engulfed by the con-

flict from all sides.  During those times, 

it really helps just to gather and to be 

together as Christians.  Even though some of them are far 

away, I am still able to what some of my brother pastors are 

doing in this situation.  Some of them are opting to invite peo-

ple into the sanctuary for a service similar to this.  As they 

gather together, they light candles and hold vigil for those 

who are suffering far away.  Light is wrought with symbolism 

in the Church.  Where there is light, the darkness must flee.  

Light is associated with God and His goodness, even in the 

middle of this broken world. 

     It is at moments like this where almost everybody feels 

the need to say something.  It seems that each individual can-

not let the moment pass without offering some kind of com-

mentary.  Many times, the commentary is about whose fault 

this is or trying to make sense of it all.  As Christians, we are 

called to pray.  As I was feeling led to say something, I did 

something that I do every once in a while.  In moments of 

tragedy, strife, or collective shock, I will 

post a prayer to the Mt. Calvary Face-

book pages.  I know that people are 

thinking about the same things that I am 

thinking about and since it may be a 

little while before we meet again in 

person, I reach out in a different way 

than usual.  The prayer sometimes is 

one that I have written and sometimes 

it is a re-post of a prayer that I have 

admired.  On my daily postings of Bible 

verses, I can usually count on a fair 

amount of interaction (shares, likes, 

etc.), but there is nothing quite like a 

prayer to galvanize the members of Mt. 

Calvary or the Christian Church as a 

whole.  I would be curious to know just 

how far in our world the words of that 

prayer reach.  I suspect that it crosses 

state lines and who knows, perhaps it 

even goes beyond that. 

     The conclusion that I have come to 

is that people, especially Christians, love prayer.  As they 

follow along, listen to, or repeat the words, they know that it 

is powerful and effective.  However, there aren’t many who 

are comfortable praying out loud, on the spot, or in front of a 

group.  Prayer can be very intimidating, for a number of rea-

sons.  No one wants to sound foolish in front of others.  No 

Powerful and Effective    
By Rev. Kevin Koester, Associate Pastor 
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one wants to get something wrong.  And even if you are com-

fortable with speaking and know your Bible, it can be tough to 

know what to say and how to organize your thoughts into 

something that makes sense together.  Sometimes it helps to 

have the words already in hand.  But either way, God is able to 

make sense of our words and our ramblings.  

     I find that a good step, when composing a prayer, is to 

acknowledge Who you are talking to when you pray.  Just 

simply remembering all of the things that God has done and 

identifying who He is known to be can be of great comfort, 

even before you get to the rest of your prayer.  Since God has 

done so many wonderful things and has been addressed in so 

many different ways, you can mold your prayer to whatever 

fits the situation best.  For instance, in times like we are expe-

riencing right now, it might call to mind for you that the LORD 

is a mighty warrior.  No enemy that we face can compare to 

the might of the LORD and the legions of angels at His com-

mand.  In 2 Kings 6, when the Syrians surround God’s people, 

Elisha tells his servant “Do not be afraid, for those who are with 

us are more than those who are with them.”  As Elisha prayed, 

the servant’s eyes were opened and he saw God’s forces all 

around him.  

     We might also choose to remember how God is our 

helper and comforter, knowing the innermost parts of our 

heart.  Matthew 6:6 says “when you pray, go into your room 

and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And 

your Father who sees in secret will reward you.”  Even in the 

quietest moments, in the things that we keep only to our-

selves, God knows what we need most. 

     After acknowledging Him for who He is, we look inward-

ly at ourselves.  As we look, we see many faults, which ought 

to disqualify us from speaking directly to God.  And yet, we 

can approach the throne of grace with confidence, because 

of what Jesus has done.  While we were still sinners, Christ 

died for us.  In glory He rose, so that we might rise also.  

With that in mind, we can let our requests be made known 

to God with thanksgiving.  Our prayers are heard and they 

are answered in the way God knows is best.  So pray with-

out ceasing, for our world, for our country, for your family, 

and for all people that they would come to saving faith in 

Christ, the only true solace for us.  

In Christ, Pastor Kevin 

Dear friends in Christ, beginning February 26th and 27th, the weekend of Transfiguration Sunday, we began a one 

year journey through the Bible.  Each weekend, between Lent this year and Easter next, Pastor Kevin or I will focus 

on a different book of the Bible.  Large Print pew Bibles to be kept in the sanctuary for use on this journey and for 

many years to come have been purchased.   

 

Thank you again, Mt. Calvary, for your generosity in getting the first stage of our pew Bible 

project in motion!  Please keep in mind our goal of spreading the word.  If you know some-

one who needs a Bible, or if you are a guest in our congregation and would like one, please 

talk to one of the pastors.   

 

Please also note the printed labels on the inside back cover of each Bible.  On those labels 

are prayer prompts reminding us to take a moment to pray for our brothers and sisters 

around the world who long to have the freedom to worship as we do.  Each label is unique 

in the area of the world it mentions, and more labels will be added over the year. 

 

In addition to the pew Bibles, the Board of Evangelism has purchased children's Bibles 

for use during services and perhaps a few additional children's Bibles to distribute to 

young families.  We have two children's Bibles, one geared toward older children and 

one for younger children.   

 

Update:  Donations to cover the cost of 100 pew Bibles and 50 children's  

Bibles have been received.  If you would still like to donate, we would also 

like to have a number of regular and children's Bibles on hand, in order to 

replace the Bibles that are given away.  Thank you for your great generosity! 
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Reminder - Direct Your  

Thrivent Choice Dollars® by March 31 
 

If you have a qualified connection to a Thrivent Financial  

insurance or annuity product you may have Thrivent Choice 

Dollars® to direct to our church or preschool each year.  

Thrivent Choice Dollars® can make a profound impact.   

Directing Choice Dollars® costs Thrivent members nothing,  

but is a gift by Thrivent, to support recipients.   
 

Directing dollars is as simple as calling the Thrivent office in  

Huron at 605-412-7999 to let them know your choice.   
 

Or you may contact the Thrivent organization at 1-800-847-

4836 and ask for Thrivent Choice options. 

April 29-May 1st, 2022 
Lutheran Island Camp, Henning, MN 
 

Join us for a relaxing weekend on the island, full of fellow-

ship and God’s Word!   

 

We are so excited to introduce Michele Dierks, author of 

Promised Rest: Finding  Peace in God’s Presence, as our main 

speaker!  islandcamp.org 

 

The cost is $140 per person which covers the cost of the 

speaker, room and all meals. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Vickie Hampton 

or Barb Schley. 

Orphan Grain Train items are  

being collected at Mt. Calvary  
Feel free to bring clothing for men, women, and children,  

accessories, shoes, and linens.  All items should be used and in 

good condition. If you have new items please take the tags off 

and wash them so they do not appear new.  Items are to be 

deposited in the OGT baskets in the Fellowship Hall or the east 

hallway by the preschool room.  Sheets are needed for quilt 

backs.  

LWML SD DISTRICT MISSION TRIP   

MISSION SERVICE OPPORTUNITY! 
The LWML South Dakota District is sponsoring a one-day mis-

sion trip to the Orphan Grain Train facility in Milbank, SD. 

 When:  April 2, 2022 

 Time:  9:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m. 

 Where:  Orphan Grain Train Facility in Milbank  

We will prepare Mercy Meals and help sort clothes.  “ 

We will be applying for Thrivent Action Teams to help pay the 

cost of Mercy Meals and lunch.  
 

Registration deadline is March 15th.  Anyone interested 

in attending this mission opportunity should contact 

Susan Kinsley or Paula Van Scharrel.    

Easter Lily Donations   

 

During Lent no flowers are placed on the altar.   

On Easter, lily plants will decorate the altar.   

If you would like to donate to the purchase of lilies for  

the altar you may put your donation in an envelope 

marked “Easter Lilies” and place it in the offering plate, 

give to Kristi Glanzer, or mail to the church.  If the  

donation is given in memory of loved ones,  

please write the name(s) on the envelope.   

Checks may be made payable to LWML.   

 

Palm Sunday, April 10 is the deadline.  Thank you.  
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     We are ending February with a flurry of snow, but it has seemed to calm down 

again.  I hope that March brings us some more of the sunny days we have been 

enjoying so much.   

     First order of business in this month's newsletter, we are having our spring 

Open House on March 10th.  Please pray that it is a success and that lots of fami-

lies stop by and register for next year!  This coming fall will be my 7th year working 

at Mt. Calvary, and each year brings something new and exciting. 

     This month we ended our five senses unit and onto the Dentist.  The children 

had fun with our taste test as usual, and I had fun documenting their response to 

trying the lemon!  February is Children's Dental Hygiene month, and in years be-

fore COVID we would always take a field trip to Dakota Family Dentistry.  I really 

hope we can resume that again, maybe next year!  We still had fun learning about our teeth and how to keep them healthy!  

We played sorting game with foods that were good for our teeth, and foods that were not good for our teeth.  We played a 

counting/sequencing game with the steps it takes to brush our teeth properly.  Most importantly we learned the dentist is our 

friend, and nothing to be scared of.  

     One of our Bible Stories we focused on this month was Jesus feeding the 5,000 people.  This story has several great 

themes to bring out for the children.  Sometimes it has been reduced to a story about sharing, but the biblical writer really 

wants us to see that Jesus can provide.  It’s about the power of Jesus.  There is also the theme of compassion in this text.  

When Mark tells this story he points out that the miracle was motivated by Jesus’ compassion for the crowd and a concern 

that they might faint without food returning home.  There is certainly a lesson here about caring for the hungry.  

     That wraps up my newsletter for this month, please continue to pray for all the children that attend our preschool.  

                                                                  — Miss Melissa 
 

Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6 (ESV) 

“Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God.” Mark 10:14  

Mark Your Calendars! 

Mt. Calvary Preschool Spring Luncheon and Silent Auction 

Thursday, April 28, 2022 - 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
 

Everyone Welcome!  Our Mt. Calvary Preschool Spring Luncheon and 

Silent Auction is right around the corner.  This year we will be offering the 

meal as a To-Go option, or you can join us in person.   
 

The To-Go meals will be served out the back door of the south kitchen 

and our in-person meals will be served in the activity center.  The Spring 

Luncheon To-Go menu will consist of a ham sandwich, potato salad, chips, 

and a cookie.  Cost will be $8.00 per meal.  
 

The in-person meal will consist of ham sandwich, choice of salad, a cookie 

and coffee.  Cost will be $8.00 per meal.   
 

There are salad sign-up sheets in the Fellowship Hall for those who would 

like to donate salads for the luncheon.  
 

Our Spring Auction will be a silent auction. 

Auction items, along with bidding sheets, will be on display in the Fellow-

ship Hall until the day of Luncheon.  Bidding will close at 1:00 p.m. the day 

of the auction.  
 

If you would like to donate an item or have any questions about the lunch-

eon, please feel free to contact Dawn Eining, Debbie Busch, or any board 

member.   
 

Mt. Calvary Preschool Board, teachers and students thank you and deeply 

appreciate your continued support of our preschool program.  We look 

forward to serving you at our Spring Luncheon.  

Mt. Calvary School and Daycare is  

excited to announce that we have  

employed the expert help of Sarah  

Sailer, to be our daycare Consultant  
 

Sarah and her husband have served our SD  

District LC-MS for many years in education and 

ministry.  Sarah's husband, Rev. Scott Sailer, is  

our current SD District President.  Sarah has  

experience in assisting schools and congregations 

in acquiring state of South Dakota daycare  

licensure.   
 

Sarah will serve our congregational leadership as 

they comply with state requirements and partner 

with our SD District.  She will be an asset as we 

shape the resources of our physical plant to meet 

the needs of our new ministry and she will help us 

to identify helpful resources in our community  

and synod.   
 

We also look forward to Sarah's consultation in 

developing our daycare team, especially as our 

search for a full-time director moves forward.  

We expect to have Sarah on board until May.  

Please pray for our path forward that this new 

partnership will be a blessing in sharing the new 

life we have in Christ with many young families  

in our community.  
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“Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 19:14 

From the Board of  Youth  
 

Thank you for supporting our youth bake sale and Super Bowl Sub sale!  It was a wonderful success in the way it helped us 

raise funds for the National Youth Gathering and even more in the way that it uplifted our youth and their families.  (photo 

above was taken the day of the sub sandwich assembly)  You are a total blessing!  The Youth Group is fundraising in prepara-

tion for the National Youth Gathering in July.  Sixteen youth are so excited to attend National Youth Gathering this July at 

Houston, TX.  Way to go LYF!!  
 

We will be planning more family nights in the future.  
 

And an Easter breakfast is in the works.  

 

Trivia Night and Chili Cookoff! 
Everyone Welcome! 

Gather your friends and/or family for a night of  

friendly competition and awesome chili!   

 

Friday, March 25, the youth attending the National Youth Gathering in July  

will be hosting a Trivia Night and Chili Cookoff at church.   
 

Doors open at 5:30 p.m. for the chili cookoff, Trivia starts at 7:00 p.m.  People of all ages are welcome to participate and bring 

friends.  Bring a crockpot of chili to be judged and/or form a trivia team.  Teams consist of 3-6 people, bring your own already 

organized or show up and see who else is in need of a team.  Attendees will vote for their favorite chili by donation, and entry 

into Trivia is $20/team.  Prizes will be awarded for the winning chili as well as the top three trivia winners.   

Concessions will also be available.  Proceeds support youth going National Youth Gathering in July at Houston.   

Email kelly.hennrich@K12.sd.us if you want to bring chili.  Please put the date on your calendar! 
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Return Service Requested 

Lent Midweek Schedule — Please check weekly bulletins for details  
 

Wednesday, March 9 

          6:00 p.m. Supper—youth will be serving spaghetti 

          6:45 p.m. Hymn Sing 

          7:00 p.m. Midweek Worship Service 
 

     Wednesday, March 16 

          6:00 p.m. Supper—LWML will serve scalloped potatoes and ham 

          6:45 p.m. Hymn Sing 

          7:00 p.m. Midweek Worship Service 
 

     Wednesday, March 23 

          6:00 p.m. Supper—youth will serve BBQ pork, coleslaw, beans 

          6:45 p.m. Hymn Sing 

          7:00 p.m. Midweek Worship Service 
 

     Wednesday, March 30 

          6:00 p.m. Supper—Would your group or board host this meal? 

          6:45 p.m. Hymn Sing 

          7:00 p.m. Midweek Worship Service 
 

     Wednesday, April 6 

          6:00 p.m. Supper—Would your group or board host this meal? 

          6:45 p.m. Hymn Sing 

          7:00 p.m. Midweek Worship Service 


