




◦ Examples of places we 
wait most often are: 
 At the stop light 
 At the doctor’s office 
 At the airport 
 In line at checkout 

◦ Reasons waiting is 
hard: 
 We are bored and want 

something exciting 
 We are really looking 

forward to something 
positive 

 We want something bad 
to be done 

 We are frustrated when 
things don’t turn out like 
we expect 
 



◦ While they were in 
exile, God told His 
people to keep living 
their lives as best they 
could 

◦ But eventually, He said 
they would come home 

◦ 70 years later, Judah 
finally returned from 
exile 

◦ Read Ezra 1:1-5. How 
did God start to bring 
His people home? 



◦ God used Cyrus, a 
powerful Persian king 
who had conquered 
Babylon, to bring them 
home 

◦ After God put the idea in 
his heart, Cyrus told 
some of God’s people to 
return to Judah and 
rebuild the Temple there 

◦ He also provided the 
resources that they would 
need to rebuild it 

◦ Read Ezra 3:10-14. Why 
do you think the people 
reacted this way? 



◦ The people reacted this 
way, because they had 
mixed feelings 

◦ On the one hand, they 
were so grateful that God 
had allowed them to 
return, so they shouted 
for joy, sang, and played 
instruments 

◦ On the other hand, they 
wept because of what had 
happened to them and 
because they had been 
away so long 

◦ Take a look at the picture 
of Zerubabbel’s Temple 
in your book and 
compare to pg. 59. What 
differences do you see? 



 The Second Temple was just 
not the same as the first, when 
David and Solomon ruled 

 Even though the basic 
structure and layout was the 
same, the second temple was 
smaller and much less lavish 
than the first 

 Those who saw the first temple 
wept when they saw the 
second, because they 
remembered how it used to be 
in the old days 

 Read Nehemiah 4:10-23. Who 
opposed God’s people 
returning and what 
encouragement is given? 

 



 The neighboring people did 
not like that God’s people 
were returning, because 
they were yet another threat 
to them 

 As they schemed to stop 
the building project, 
Nehemiah tells them not to 
be afraid 

 While they worked, they 
kept their weapons close to 
their side and knew that 
God would fight for them 

 Read Ephesians 6:10-18. 
How are we, as Christians, 
always “prepared for 
battle”? 



 As Christians, we are 
constantly threatened by 
Satan, the world, and our 
own sinfulness 

 To defend ourselves, we 
wear armor made out of 
truth, righteousness, peace, 
faith, salvation, and God’s 
Word 

 Though it may be a tough 
battle, we are confident that 
we will win, because God 
helps us 

 Split up and read Nehemiah 
9:2-38. Which parts of 
Nehemiah’s prayer remind 
you of Units 2, 3, and 4? 



 Verses 6-8 are most of 
Unit 2: Creation and 
Abraham 

 Verses 9-25 are Unit 3: 
Exodus, Wandering in the 
Wilderness, Promised Land 

 Verses 26-38 are Unit 4: 
Prophets, Captivity, and 
Return 

 Why do you think 
Nehemiah prayed like this? 
What point is he making? 



 Nehemiah prayed this way 
because he wanted 
everybody to remember 
what had already 
happened 

 He wanted them to 
remember how they had 
disobeyed God, but God 
brought them back 

 He wanted them to 
remember how God had 
been good to them and to 
ask God to continue to be 
with them 

 Read Esther 3:2-6. What 
evil plan did Haman have? 



 Haman, one of the 
Persian king’s advisors, 
wanted to kill all of the 
Jews in the kingdom 

 He felt disrespected, 
because a Jew named 
Mordecai would not 
bow to him 

 Read Esther 7:1-6. 
How did God save His 
people? 



 God made Esther, a 
Jewish woman, the 
queen of the Persians 

 Because she had 
great courage and 
influence with the 
king, she was able to 
reveal Haman’s plot 
and save her people 

 Read Malachi 4:2-6. 
Why do you think the 
Old Testament ends 
like this? 



 It ends this way, because 
it is pointing ahead to 
Jesus’ ministry 

 John the Baptist is the 
prophet like Elijah and 
the day of the Lord is the 
Last Day 

 Jesus offers forgiveness 
of sins, so we don’t need 
to fear the day of the 
Lord 

 After this, there is a 430 
year gap, what do you 
think happened between 
the Old and New 
Testaments (538 BC-63 
BC)? 



 During this time, 
there were power 
struggles about who 
would rule the world 

 First, the Persians 
ruled from 538 BC-
333 BC 

 Next, Alexander the 
Great conquered a 
huge empire and 
ruled from 332-323 

 After Alexander died, 
different Greek rulers 
fought from 323-167 



 Then, God’s people 
gained 
independence from 
167-63 BC 

 Lastly, the Romans 
conquered Judea in 
63 BC and were still 
ruling when Jesus 
was born  

 What do you think it 
would be like to be a 
Jew during these 
different times? 



 They might have had a bit 
of whiplash, getting 
conquered by so many 
different empires 

 If this happened to you, 
you’d probably be tired of it 
and want to be top dog for 
once 

 Even though it might’ve not 
seemed like it, everything 
was still going like God 
planned 

 From the very beginning, 
through the Fall, through 
slavery in Egypt, through 
exile in Babylon or Assyria, 
God planned to send Jesus 
to save His people from 
their sins 



 If not done already, 
go through and 
complete all of 
lesson 17 and write 
in your answers 
when asked for 


