




◦ It’s very common for 
people to get homesick, 
even if they are only gone 
a short time:

◦ While they are gone, they 
miss:
 Family members

 Friends

 Pets

 Normal routine

 Comforts of home (like 
sleeping in your own bed, 
having your own room, etc.)

◦ However, this usually 
isn’t so bad, because they 
know they will eventually 
go back home



◦ When God’s people were 
taken captive by Babylon 
and Assyria, they were 
probably very homesick

◦ But it was worse because 
they knew they couldn’t 
go home

◦ To make it worse:
 They were separated from 

family/friends
 They had to live in a new 

land with a new name
 They had to serve this new 

country and worship their 
false gods

◦ What questions do you 
think the people had for 
God?



◦ Questions might 
include:
 Where are you, God?
 Don’t you care?
 Why are you doing this?
 What did I do to deserve 

this?
 How long until You save 

us?
◦ Even faithful people 

had these questions, 
but they also trusted in 
God through it all

◦ Read Jeremiah 29:1, 4-
14. What did God want 
the people in exile to 
do?



 Through Jeremiah, God says 
the people should:

◦ Get married, have kids

◦ Build houses, grow food

◦ Be good citizens, pray

◦ Beware of false prophets

 Basically, stay calm and stay 
busy, trusting in God’s 
promises, because God’s plan 
is to bring His people back

 After His people returned to 
Judea, Jesus the Messiah could 
be born

 Read Daniel 1:1-7. Even during 
such a bad time, how did God 
protect these young men?



 God protected these 4 
young men by giving them 
many talents and abilities, 
so that the Babylonian 
king thought he could use 
them in his kingdom

 As long as they did well in 
their studies and remained 
useful, they would not be 
hurt, unlike the rest of 
God’s people

 Even though this was a 
pretty good life, what 
pressure was on these 
young men?



 They were under pressure 
to become more and more 
like the Babylonians

 They learned their 
language, they ate like 
them, and they were 
pressured to worship their 
gods rather than the true 
God

 If any of them didn’t do 
this, they would be 
punished or worse

 Read Daniel 2:27-30, 46-
49. What amazing ability 
did God give Daniel?



 God gave Daniel the 
ability to interpret 
dreams, when none of 
the king’s magicians 
could

 Just like with Joseph, this 
ability amazed the king 
and allowed Daniel to be 
promoted, along with his 
friends

 Read Daniel 3:1-12. Why 
did Daniel’s friends get 
into trouble?



 Even though everybody 
else bowed down, 
Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego refused 
to worship a 90-foot 
tall golden idol

 Not worshipping the 
idol meant 
disrespecting the king

 Read Daniel 3:16-30. 
In your own words, 
how did the young 
men respond to the 
king’s order?



 The young men say 
God has power to save, 
but even if He doesn’t 
save us, we won’t bow

 After that, the king ties 
them up and throws 
them into a fiery 
furnace

 Because God was with 
them, they were not 
burned and the king 
praised the true God

 Why was the king’s 
response surprising?



 You would think that the 
king would be angry, since 
his punishment didn’t work
and it made him look 
foolish

 Instead, he recognizes that 
this is the work of the 
young men’s God and 
admires their courage 

 This shows that even 
though there’s many false 
gods, the true God is still 
recognizable

 Read Daniel 6:26-27. How 
does God use Daniel’s 
difficult situation?



 God also used Daniel’s 
situation to show how He 
has the power to save

 Even though the Persian 
king was tricked and Daniel 
was thrown into the lion’s 
den, he was not harmed

 What normally was a death 
sentence, God used to show 
how He rescues people, 
especially those who believe 
in Him

 When bad things happen to 
us, how can we still show 
others how great God is?



 When bad things happen 
to us, we can be sad or 
angry, but with God, we 
are not hopeless

 No matter what, God still 
loves us and we are still 
His children

 When they see our hope 
in bad times, an 
unbeliever may wonder 
where that hope comes 
from and we can tell 
them

 Read Daniel 7:13-14. 
What do you think 
Daniel’s vision is about?



 Daniel’s vision is 
about Jesus

 Jesus calls Himself 
the Son of Man, 
because He came in 
the flesh to save the 
whole world

 But He also will 
return in glory to 
bring us to heaven, 
just like this vision

 Read Ezekiel 36:24-
28. Can you find 
promises in this 
vision that God kept?



 Even though it isn’t 
super clear, God keeps 
His promises by giving 
us His Holy Spirit 

 He also washes us 
clean and forgives our 
sins in baptism

 We also look forward 
to a new land, heaven, 
because of what Jesus 
has done

 Read Romans 8:38-39. 
So, where is God in our 
suffering?



 God is with you 
always, never 
leaving you

 God is at work, 
carrying out His 
plan and protecting 
us

 So, don’t be
discouraged, but
tell others about 
God’s love



 If not done already, 
go through and 
complete all of 
lesson 18 and write 
in your answers 
when asked for

 Quiz next week on 
lessons 16-18, 
review PowerPoints


