




Quick facts

 Some of the most well-known facts about 
JWs: 

 They go door to door as “publishers,” 
distributing Watchtower publications 

 They do not receive blood transfusions and 
sometimes refuse medical care

 They do not serve in the military and do not 
salute any nation’s flag

 They do not celebrate their birthday or 
most holidays



Quick facts

 There are roughly 8.5 million Jehovah’s 

Witnesses around the world

 They make up less than 1% of the 

population in South Dakota

 The Watchtower headquarters is in 

Brooklyn, New York



Jehovah + Witness

 First, where does the word “Jehovah” 
come from?

 Jehovah is an attempt to pronounce 
God’s name in Hebrew and bring it into 
English

 In Hebrew, we know that God’s proper 
name includes four consonants, YHWH 
(called the Tetragrammaton)

 Any time you see LORD (all capitalized) 
in the Bible, it is God’s proper name



Jehovah + Witness

 In addition to the consonants, we have a pretty 
good idea of the original vowels

 We think God’s proper name was pronounced 
Yahweh

 In Jewish culture, speaking God’s actual 
proper name is forbidden

 So, they took the vowels of another name for 
God (Adonai) and transposed them under 
YHWH to get Yahowah

 When God’s name started to be used in Latin, 
it was changed to Jehovah and that’s how
some still say it today



Jehovah + Witness

 Jehovah’s Witnesses say that the only way 
to talk to God is by addressing Him as 
Jehovah

 In the Jehovah’s Witness translation of the 
Bible, the New World Translation (NWT), 
they make sure to insert Jehovah as much 
as possible

 Read Philippians 2:5-11. What is the
importance of Jesus having the name 
above all names? What does it mean for 
us? What JW errors does it show?



Jehovah + Witness

 They are called “Witnesses” based on Isaiah 
43:10: “You are my witnesses,” declares the 
Lord, “and my servant whom I have chosen, 
that you may know and believe me and 
understand that I am he. Before me no god 
was formed, nor shall there be any after me.”

 This name highlights evangelism and 
associates them with the 144,000 in 
Revelation 7 and 14

 Read Romans 10:9-13. What impression does 
this give you about the number of people who 
will be saved? How does this contradict JW 
teaching?


