




◦ There are multiple 
kinds of instruments 
including: 
 Strings 
 Woodwind 
 Brass 
 Percussion 
 Keyboard 

◦ Each family and each 
individual instrument 
makes a different 
sound 

◦ The sound also 
depends on the 
player’s skills and what 
they are trying to do 



◦ As Christians, we are 
God’s instruments, 
because when we share 
His Word, He is 
speaking through us 

◦ In the Old Testament, 
God especially used 
prophets as His 
mouthpieces, giving 
His Word directly to the 
people through them 

◦ What messages do you 
think God might have 
shared through the 
prophets? 

 

 



◦ God shares two types of 
messages: 
 Law: The people were not 

doing the right things, so 
they need to stop, admit 
that they were wrong, and 
ask for forgiveness 

 Gospel: Even though the 
people sinned, they could 
have hope and salvation in 
the promised Messiah who 
would come 

◦ Even during the divided 
kingdom, captivity, and 
exile, God still used the 
prophets to bring His 
people comfort 

◦ Flip to the index page of 
your Bible 
 

 



 The prophets section 
starts with Isaiah and ends 
with Malachi (17 books) 
and makes up 20% of the 
entire Bible 

 The prophets are divided 
into two groups: 

 Major prophets: Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Lamentations, 
Ezekiel, and Daniel 

 Minor prophets: Hosea, 
Joel, Amos, Obadiah, 
Jonah, Micah, Nahum, 
Habakkuk, Zephaniah, 
Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi 



 During the divided 
kingdom, there were 
prophets in the North and 
the South 

 In your books, the ones 
above the red dotted line 
were in the North and the 
rest were in the South 

 The time of the prophets 
was roughly 875-430 BC 

 Let’s start with the 
prophets of the Northern 
Kingdom: 

 Read Jonah 1:1-3. Why do 
you think Jonah didn’t 
want to do what God said? 

 



 It was probably a 
combination of things: 

 He was probably afraid, 
since the Assyrians were 
brutal, vicious people 

 He might have thought that 
they deserved judgment, so 
he didn’t want to tell them 
about God’s forgiveness 

 Because he disobeyed God, 
a storm came near Jonah’s 
ship, he was thrown 
overboard, and swallowed 
by a great fish for 3 days 

 Read Jonah 3:1-10. What 
eventually happened? 



 After Jonah prays, he is 
released from the belly 
of the great fish and is 
sent to Nineveh again 

 The people of Nineveh 
listened to Jonah’s 
warning and repented, 
so God did not judge 
the city 

 Read Hosea 6:1-3. 
What do you think 
“sure as dawn” means? 



 Dawn is when the sun 
rises and the sun has 
risen every day in 
history, so it’s something 
we can be sure of 

 To say God is sure as the 
dawn is to say that we 
can always rely on Him, 
no matter what 

 Hosea says that God’s 
people can turn back to 
him at any time and God 
will be there 

 Read Amos 9:13-15. 
What does it mean to 
restore something? 



 To restore means to 
make something like new 
after it is broken or does 
not look very nice 

 Amos basically says even 
though God’s people are 
broken, God is not going 
to throw them in the 
garbage 

 God’s plan is to restore 
them and to restore us 
through Jesus 

 Read Ezekiel 18:21-24, 
32. What do these verses 
show us how God feels 
about sinners? 



 God takes no pleasure in 
judging sinners, because 
He created them and He 
loves them 

 He wants to give them 
every chance to be 
forgiven 

 God feels the same way 
today, which is why we 
share the Good News of 
Jesus 

 Read Daniel 7:13-14. 
Why do you think God is 
called “Ancient of Days”? 



 Ancient means something 
really old and when you add 
“of days,” it means God 
existed before days existed 
and will live forever 

 Since God is so powerful, 
He rules over every earthly 
kingdom, so we don’t need 
to worry about everything 
getting out of control 

 Now let’s look at the 
Southern kingdom: 

 Read Micah 7:18-20. What 
is a shepherd’s job? How is 
God like that?  



 A shepherd’s job is to 
watch over all their 
sheep, to make sure they 
don’t get into trouble 

 When a sheep gets away, 
they go after them and 
bring them back to the 
flock 

 God does this when we 
sin and follow false 
teachings, because even 
though He watches so 
many others, He wants to 
make sure we are okay 

 Read Joel 2:1-2, 12-13. 
What can happen as a 
result of sin? 
 



 Unrepentant sin can 
lead to judgment, 
which comes in many 
forms 

 For God’s people, it 
came in the form of 
invaders from other 
countries 

 For people today, it 
can affect where they 
spend eternity 

 Read Isaiah 52:13-
53:12. What was Jesus 
willing to do, so that 
we can be safe?  

 



 Jesus was willing to 
suffer and die, so 
that we could live 

 Sometimes, 
shepherds would 
fight wolves, bears, 
and lions to protect 
their sheep, but Jesus 
takes on sin, death, 
and the Devil for us 

 Read Nahum 1:7-8, 
15. What is a 
stronghold? 



 A stronghold is like a 
fortress, a place we 
can go where no one 
can get in and hurt 
us 

 In God, we have a 
stronghold against 
all of our enemies 

 Therefore, we don’t 
need to be afraid 

 Read Habakkuk 2:2-
4. What should we do 
if bad things still 
happen? 



 When bad things happen, 
we need to be patient, 
have faith, and trust in 
God 

 Even if a situation seems 
so bad that it can’t be 
changed or good in any 
way, we need to 
remember that God has a 
plan and nothing is too 
hard for Him to do 

 Read Zephaniah 3:17-18. 
What does it mean that 
God is mighty? 



 If someone is mighty, 
that means they are 
strong and intimidating, 
somebody that people 
don’t want to mess with 

 Even though other 
people might seem 
mighty, God is always 
mightier than they are 

 Since we believe in Him, 
we take part in His 
victory 

 Read Jeremiah 31:31-34. 
What is a promise? 



 Promises are things we say 
we will do or keep in some 
way, no matter what 

 Often, promises are broken 
and it hurts even more, 
knowing that they were 
promised to us 

 But God always keeps His 
promises; He has never 
missed one 

 God promises that through 
Jesus, our sins are forgiven 
and He means it 

 Read Lamentations 3:21-
24. What is hope? 



 Hope is something inside 
of us that we hold onto, 
until we are rescued 

 Those without hope 
simply give up and do 
not care what happens 

 As Christians, we are 
different, because we 
always have hope in 
Jesus, even when we are 
hurting 

 Read Obadiah 1:15, 21. 
How do we respond 
when someone hurts us? 



 When someone hurts us, we 
shouldn’t try to get revenge 
on them or hurt them back 

 God says that He will take 
care of everything and 
those who don’t repent will 
get what they deserve 

 Even though we also 
deserve punishment, God 
has shown mercy to us 
through Jesus 

 Read Haggai 2:7-9. How 
does money become a big 
temptation? 



 Once we get money, we 
are tempted to get more 
and more, until our 
whole life revolves 
around it 

 Whether we have a lot of 
money or only a little, 
having God as the center 
of our world is the most 
important thing 

 By rebuilding the temple, 
God was getting them to 
refocus on Him 

 Read Zechariah 9:9. What 
does it mean to be 
humble? 



 Humility means that 
we do not get too full 
of ourselves or seek 
attention 

 God works through 
humble people many 
times in the Bible 

 Even though Jesus 
came humbly, He 
came to save the 
whole world 

 Read Malachi 3:1-3. 
What does it mean to 
refine or be refined? 



 To refine means to 
focus on making 
something better, 
so that you are 
better prepared 

 As Christians, we 
are waiting for 
Jesus to come 
again, and focusing 
on strengthening 
our faith as we wait 



 If not done already, 
go through and 
complete all of 
lesson 17 and write 
in your answers 
when asked for 


