
Dear friends, 

     Why spend all that money?  Why travel so far?  Why give 

up all that time?  Why should a church in Huron, South Dako-

ta, worry about what happens in Washington DC? 

     The answer to all of these questions is:  We do this to 

change lives.  The cross of Christ changed the world forever. 

Because he rose again we have life changing hope.  We hope 

to bless the lives of moms who have children and moms who 

are expecting children.  We hope to save the lives of unborn 

children at risk of being aborted.  We hope to change the 

lives of our law makers so that they have compassion enough 

to stop the tragic waste of human life.  We hope to change 

the hearts and minds of our fellow citizens who believe that 

conception yields only a clump of cells rather than a unique 

human being designed by a loving creator according to his 

almighty plan. 

     Most importantly, we go and join our voices with thou-

sands of other Christians in order to give God glory as we 

publicly trust him for guidance in our work and witness.  As 

we do all of this, we are changed. 

     Over the last eight years, I have seen this experience 

change participants both young and old.  Every trip ended 

with multiple members of our group telling me, “Thank you 

for making this happen - we have to do this again!  We have 

to be there!” 

     People have said that because they felt uplifted upon see-

ing so many other people actively caring about the issue that 

breaks all our hearts.  First-time travelers to the March for 

Life often comment on how surprising it is to see the mass of 

people gathered to lift their voices against the pro-choice 

movement and then shout an “Amen!” upon hearing the name 

of Jesus.  They also find it inspiring to see how such a large 

group of people (estimated at over 50,000 this year), can be-

come so quiet when invited to pray, or to listen when a speak-

er shares his or her story of life.  

     Not only does the Christian atmosphere impact those who 

attend, but the geography itself creates a life-changing experi-

ence.  I have repeatedly heard my fellow Marchers comment on 

the historic setting saying, “I have always wanted to see the 

White House,” or “The Changing of the Guard at the Tomb of 

the Unknown Soldier moved me to tears.”  Everything in that 

historic place bears forth stories of old battles for freedom, 

battles over right and wrong, battles for the sake of truth.  The 

setting reminds us that our struggle is epic.  It’s our turn on the 

stage of this theater of battle to wage war not merely against 

something, but ever more for something.  Because the enemy 

seeks to kill and destroy, we fight for Life.  

     The March reminds us that the fight is truly an active battle.  

It’s easy to comfortably sit in church and quietly sing, “Fight the 

Good Fight,” it is another experience altogether to find your 

way to the front lines of such an issue as this.  

     In fact, we often don’t realize just how complacent we are in 

our faith until someone or something bids us “Move!”  Dan 

Florey, one of our members, and now an elder at Mt Calvary, 

made that comment to me this year. “When it comes to the 

March, a lot of people are complacent on the entire issue. I 
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suggest that, at least once, everyone experience the March for 

themselves. It is an amazing opportunity to see the volume of 

God’s people working for his Glory in a single place for a sin-

gle purpose.” 

     Such a sight has an added benefit.  It creates contrast.  

Seeing our movement for life shows just how dark the dark-

ness is in abortion’s culture of death.  He was struck at how 

“lost people are on the other side to buy into such a selfish 

culture.  The March shows you that, and is an overwhelming 

source of hope in a world of madness”  

     Going to the March creates a sense of urgency for God’s 

mission in many ways.  Dan adds, “The trip to DC is another 

animal altogether.  It’s crazy, and almost heartbreaking, to see 

the homelessness and poverty out there.  It teaches us to be 

humble for God’s blessings he gives us.  DC is an amazing 

place to learn about not only our country’s history and roots, 

but also about our culture’s diversity.  Just the conversations I 

had with people out there teach me a lot about how big the 

world really is and what God’s true intent is for his people.  

We are all different, but beautiful, and wonderfully made.”  

     Dan has attended the March once in the past, but again, this 

year, he was changed.  His family was blessed. “The trip to DC 

was a wonderful experience for me and my family.  It helped 

me get back to a proper perspective and felt like being pulled 

back from a deep dark hole I was falling into.  I think it was 

God’s way of saying, ‘Hold on! I’ve got you in this moment.’  

He truly works miracles.  He is literally moving mountains in 

front of me, you, and our family.” 

     If you are able, please pray about going next year.  Let’s 

make the witness bigger every year.  Not everyone is physically 

able to make it to the March, but we can all do something.  

Dan’s words show that we must.  If you can’t go, you can pray.  

If you can’t go, you can support someone who can.  Mt. Calva-

ry, you helped to make this happen.  Thank you! 

 

Your friend and fellow worker,  Pastor Chris 

Dear members and friends of Mt. Calvary, 

     Greetings in the name of our faithful 

and unchanging God!  I pray that God 

would bless you in all of your ways, wher-

ever you go and whatever you do.  Each 

month brings unique challenges and joys 

and I think February is a very interesting 

month indeed.  If you feel like it goes by fast, I wouldn’t blame 

you, with only 28 days.  Even though it is the shortest month, 

February is jam-packed with interesting days that our culture 

observes.  Everyone is familiar with Valentine’s Day and Presi-

dent’s Day, but with February comes another interesting oc-

casion called Groundhog Day.  As a kid, I can remember see-

ing Groundhog Day on the calendar and being disappointed 

that we didn’t receive a day off of school.  And then, as I 

found out what Groundhog Day was really all about, I found it 

pretty strange.  

     Every year on February 2nd, people come from all over to 

Gobbler’s Knob in Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania, to watch for a 

little groundhog.  If the groundhog, Punxsutawney Phil, sees 

his shadow, everybody is supposedly in for six more weeks of 

winter, but if it is cloudy and overcast and he cannot see his 

shadow, we are supposed to have an earlier spring and warm-

er temperatures.  Even though we as a culture claim to root 

ourselves in science and empirical evidence, this little holiday 

based in superstition still survives.  And somehow, this holiday 

has managed to not only continue in the town of 

Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania, but has spread to the whole 

United States and Canada as well.  

     The other thing that has come to be associated with 

Groundhog Day is the 1993 movie, starring Bill Murray.  In 

the movie, Bill Murray plays a weatherman reporting on the 

Groundhog Day festivities, but soon finds himself trapped in a 

time loop.  He experiences the same day again and again, 

with no way of getting out of it.  After the initial confusion 

and panic, he decides to take advantage of the opportunity 

and engages in all kinds of hijinks.  Soon, though, he finds his 

new existence shallow and empty.  Finally, once he has 

learned his lesson, he escapes the time loop and is able to 

move on to the next day.  Since the movie was released, peo-

ple have started to use “groundhog day” as an expression, 

meaning a situation in which events that have happened be-

fore happen again, in what seems to be exactly the same way.  

     Does it ever feel like you are doing the same things over 

and over?  Do you feel a sneaking suspicion that you have 

been in this situation before?  Our lives are full of routines 

and things that we repeat over and over, on a yearly basis, on 

a monthly basis, on a daily basis, or even every hour or every 

minute.  Sometimes, our routines provide comfort and stabil-

ity.  Our good habits are healthy, allowing us to make pro-

gress or to maintain the desired status quo.  But many times, 

the opposite happens.  Instead of helping us, our habits cause 

us to really get stuck in a rut.  As we try to get out, we spin 

our wheels.  As we try to climb up the edge, we just slide 

back down.  In certain ways, every day does feel like a ver-

sion of Groundhog Day.  
(continued on page 3) 

Groundhog Day    
By Rev. Kevin Koester, Associate Pastor 
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Vylene Beckmann 

1345 Michigan Ave SW 

Avantara Healthcare Center 

Huron  SD  57350 
 

LeRoy Deneke 

4700 E Main St #1403 

Mesa  AZ  85205 
 

Jerrica Donovan 

335 3rd St SE 

Huron  SD  57350 
 

Angela Lyon 

241 Lincoln Ave NW #22 

Huron  SD  57350 
 

Dave and Barb Moser 

1785 Riverview Dr 

Huron  SD  57350 

 

The hotline is free,  

confidential and  

available 24/7   

We appreciate the volunteers from Mt. Calvary who  

delivered meals January 10-11.   

 

Delivering meals for the Senior Center is a meaningful volunteer oppor-

tunity for community outreach.  It takes approximately one hour each day.   

 

Lots of room for volunteers at any time, not just when it is  

Mt. Calvary’s turn to deliver meals! 

 

If you have questions, call Dan Henson at 461-0058.  

     As Christians, we know that these situations happen be-

cause we live in a sinful world and we are ourselves sinners.  In 

Romans 7, Paul describes what this is like: “For I do not under-

stand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very 

thing I hate…For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in 

my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability 

to carry it out. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not 

want is what I keep on doing.”  Even a man like Paul, whom God 

worked through to bring the Gospel to the nations, was still 

plagued by the sins that he continued to go back to.  Though 

he tried his very hardest, he still stumbled and ended up back 

in the same place.  

     In the movie Groundhog Day, Bill Murray’s character quickly 

realized that there were no consequences to his actions.  Each 

day, his slate was wiped clean and he could start over, no mat-

ter what trouble he had gotten into the day before.  But for 

us, we know that our sin is not without consequence, because 

we know that the wages of sin is death.  Even though Paul’s 

topic in Romans 7 seems quite grim, the very end of the chap-

ter provides some profound Gospel.  Paul asks “Wretched man 

that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? Thanks be 

to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!”  

     Just like Paul, we have a Savior who went to the cross for 

us, cleansing us of all of our sin.  That means our original sin, 

which was passed down to us from Adam and Eve.  That 

means our actual sin, the ways in which we have broken God’s 

Law in thought, word, and deed.  And Jesus also covers all of 

the sins that we will ever commit, even if they are repeated 

countless times.  We can be assured of this:  If we confess 

our sins, God is faithful and just.  He will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

     How wonderful it is that our God does not put a limit on 

His forgiveness.  I am reminded that, during His ministry, 

Jesus told His disciples to forgive others not seven times, but 

seventy times seven.  However, His meaning was not that 

they must forgive only 490 times.  The numbers 7 and 10 are 

both symbolic of completeness, so He was giving them the 

equation 7(10) x 7.  Using only one of these two numbers 

would be enough to convey completeness, but with the addi-

tional two numbers, we now have a triple emphasis.  Just as 

Christ told His disciples to forgive completely, without lim-

its, in the presence of repentance, this is what He does for 

us.  Scripture tells us that He has removed our sins from us 

as far as the east is from the west and His mercy is from 

everlasting to everlasting.  The weight of our sin does not 

outweigh God’s grace.  As you find yourselves in the same 

familiar situations that you do not want to be in, remember 

that Christ died for you and freely offers His forgiveness.  

Because He now lives and reigns, we look forward to the 

Last Day, when we will be raised up and glorified, so that we 

may spend endless days in the presence of God.  

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Kevin 
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Dear friends,  
 

Thank you for your ongoing investment in 

the physical plant here at Mt. Calvary.  We 

have a beautiful place to worship because of 

your generosity!   
 

At present, we are in need of financial  

support to complete the renovation of the 

working sacristy (north side of the chancel 

area where communion is prepared).   

The project will cost between six and ten 

thousand dollars.   
 

Please consider making a special donation so 

we can take this next step together.   
 

                      Mt. Calvary Church Council 

Reminder -  

Direct Your Thrivent Choice 

Dollars® by March 31 
 

If you have a s a qualified connection to a 

Thrivent Financial insurance or annuity prod-

uct you may have Thrivent Choice Dollars® 

to direct to our church or preschool each 

year.  Thrivent Choice Dollars® can make a 

profound impact.  Directing Choice Dollars® 

costs Thrivent members nothing, but is a gift 

by Thrivent, to support recipients.   

 

Directing dollars is as simple as calling the 

Thrivent office in Huron at 605-412-7999 to 

let them know your choice.   

 

Or you may contact the Thrivent organiza-

tion at 1-800-847-4836 and ask for Thrivent 

Choice options. 

The Board of Stewardship would like to make the 

congregation aware that they can give their offer-

ings electronically if they so choose.  First of all 

we should look at what scripture says.  "Everyone 

should give what they have decided to give in 

their heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 

for God loves a cheerful giver" 2 Corinthians 9:7.  We give offerings out of 

joyful thanksgiving for the gifts that God has given to us.  As new tools be-

come available, it is okay if we wish to use them as long as we are careful to 

remember the reason we are giving.  What we have found is, the simplest 

way for you to give electronically, should you choose to, is through the bill 

pay services offered by your bank.  We realize this is not a fit for everyone, 

and are not suggesting that people need to adopt this method of giving.  We 

are just letting people know it is a tool available which may be helpful to 

them.  It also could be used to send your offering to church on a week when 

you are not able to be there.  However, we would caution against thinking 

that the church just wants your money.  The Lord looks for hearts set apart 

for Him alone.                

—Your Fellow Servants in Christ, the Board of Stewardship 

Here are some guide-lines:  

1. Set the church up as biller in your bill pay account.  

2. Put your offering envelope number as the account number.  

3. You can designate the fund where you want the money to go  

    (general, missions, building, preschool) in the memo line.  

4. Schedule either a one time or recurring transfer.  

5. Verify that the payment cleared your account.  

If you haven’t already picked them up, 2022 Offering  

Envelopes are now available in your church mailbox.   
 

If you would like them delivered to your home, or  

absolutely don’t use them and have a different avenue  

for tithing, please let Bill Eining know.   
 

The Mt. Calvary Monthly Newsletter you are receiving 

by U.S. Mail has a single self-addressed stamped envelope 

included with it.  If you need additional stamped enve-

lopes, please contact the church office at (605)352-7121.  If you are not using 

the stamped envelopes, please bring them back to Mt. Calvary for reuse.     
 

                                                           Mt. Calvary Church Council 

2021 Offering Statements are in the  

mailboxes in the Fellowship Hall.   

If you would like yours mailed to your home  

please contact the church office.  (605)352-7121 
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Photos from the March for Life in Washington DC on January 21, 2022  

Clockwise from top left: 

Pastor Chris at rally prior to March 

Looking at the March come down the street 

Florey family at Lincoln Memorial 

Haeders at Lincoln Memorial 

Nate and Claire at the rally prior to March 
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     This January we have been learning about our feelings and how identify them.  

Emotions are an abstract concept.  A preschooler can feel them, but it is challeng-

ing to express those feelings into words.  We had several activities in which we 

sorted different emotions, and acted them out as a class.  The kids had fun doing 

this and there was lots of laughter as they each took turns making different faces 

to display the feeling they chose.  

     One of our Bible stories this month was the woman at the well.  Jesus used 

water as an example to the Samaritan woman to show her how important it was 

to have Jesus in her life.  He is the living water that makes our souls well and 

strong, just like physical water makes our bodies, and pets, and plants well and 

strong.  The woman was shocked that Jesus spoke to her since their people were 

enemies, but Jesus loves everyone regardless of where they come from or what 

they have done.  What did the Samaritan woman do when Jesus told her the Good News?  She ran and told everyone she 

knew.  If we know Jesus, we should be excited to tell others.                                                                     — Miss Melissa 
 

Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6 (ESV) 

“Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God.” Mark 10:14  

Mt. Calvary Preschool is in need of substitute teachers.   

Please prayerfully consider becoming a substitute teacher  

or share this with someone you feel might be interested.   

 

For more information  

please contact  

Dawn Eining  

 

News from the  

Board of Education 
 

The Board of Education could use more members.  

The ones we have are very dedicated and I appre-

ciate all of their help, and planning throughout the 

year.   

 

We also have an opportunity for a dedicated  

Sunday School superintendent as I am currently 

teaching 7-8 grade on most Sundays.   

 

I also thank all of the other members of the  

congregation that have been willing to help when 

needs arose.  

 

Bryan Van Scharrel, Chairman 

Dear friends, 

     Several young families in our 

congregation are in need of 

childcare.  We are still in the 

beginning stages of our daycare 

development at Mt. Calvary.   

Do you know of any immediate 

options for those who need 

childcare?  Please talk to one of 

the pastors if you do. 
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Children-Youth Ministry at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church  

“Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 19:14 

Mt. Calvary LYF Super Bowl Sub Fundraiser 
 

Orders:  Sub Sandwich orders will be taken by LYF Members until 

Sunday, February 6, 2022.  Please return forms to the church 

office or place in the box located in the back of the church.  

Payment upon order is preferred. 

 

Pickup:  Sandwiches will be prepared the morning of Saturday,  

February 12, 2022 and may be picked up at the church from  

11:00 a.m.-12 noon.  If this pickup time does not work for you, 

please let us know and we can arrange for you to pick them up after weekend services. 

 

Cost: $6.00 per 6” sub  
 

SUB:  Please mark all boxes below of items you want on each sub. 

 

____Turkey  ____ Ham _____Roast Beef  

  

____ Cheese ____ Lettuce _____Pickle  

 

*** Each sub comes with a bag of chips and condiments 

 

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Phone #:______________________________________ 

  

Thank You for your support of the LYF!! 

News from the Board of  Youth  
 

The Youth Group is preparing for the National Youth 

Gathering in July.   
 

We had 16 participants between youth and adults preparing and serving 55lbs of baked potatoes for  

supper Wednesday, December 15, 2021 complete with chili, cheese, broccoli, and ham for toppings.  

And Super Bowl subs are for sale!  Order forms are at the top of this page, in the bulletins, and at the 

back of the sanctuary.  Help support our youth with your purchase of a sub!  We will also be hosting a 

free will donation bake sale!  
 

We will be planning more family nights in the future.  
 

And an Easter breakfast is in the works.  
 

Natasha Airheart, Chair  
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