




◦ What we’ve learned 
so far: 
 After Solomon died, 

there were 2 candidates 
to be king 

 Jeroboam was God’s 
chosen, but Rehoboam 
was Solomon’s son 

 After Rehoboam said 
the wrong things, the 
kingdom split into two 

 In the Northern 
kingdom, Jeroboam and 
the following kings led 
the people into idolatry 
and away from God 



◦ This situation was 
chaotic because: 
 They didn’t know who 

should be king 

 They didn’t know where 
they should worship 

 Other nations were 
plotting against them 

◦ In our lives, chaos 
results in: 
 Anxiety, fear, 

uncertainty 

 Disagreements, fighting 

 Evil being emboldened, 
while the weak suffer 

 

 

 



◦ Even when it might 
seem like chaos is all 
around us and our 
leaders might lead us 
to disaster, God is 
still in control 

◦ Tonight, we’ll learn 
about how God 
prevented complete 
chaos and held 
things together for 
His people 

 

 



 One of the ways that God 
led His people, even when 
they had evil kings, was 
through faithful prophets 

 During King Hezekiah’s 
reign, there was a prophet 
named Isaiah 

 Isaiah spoke prophecies 
about the future, showing 
that God would bring a 
king out of Judah 

 Read Isaiah 9:2-7. Even 
though many kings would 
be evil, what would this 
promised king be like? 

 



 This king would be 
unlike any other, a light 
in the darkness 

 This king will be God in 
the flesh, bringing peace 
to the whole world 

 We know that this is 
Jesus 

 Read 2 Kings 18:9-12. 
What happens here? Why 
would the Southern 
kingdom be worried 
about this? 



 The Southern kingdom 
could only watch as 
Samaria, the capital city 
of the Northern 
Kingdom, was conquered 
by the Assyrians 

 As they saw this, they 
were probably worried 
that they would be the 
next ones to be 
conquered 

 Read 2 Kings 18:28-39. 
What does the Assyrian 
messenger say to King 
Hezekiah? 
 



 The Assyrian messenger 
said there’s no way that 
you can win, so you 
might as well give up 
now and things will be 
easier for you 

 He also insulted God by 
saying He can’t save you, 
He’s just like all the false 
gods 

 Read 2 Kings 19:6-19. 
What was God’s response 
to the messenger’s 
insults? 



 God told the people not to 
be afraid and planted a 
rumor, causing the 
Assyrians to retreat 

 As the Assyrians continued 
to boast about their power 
and eventually returned, 
faithful King Hezekiah 
prayed that God would 
show the nations that He is 
the only true God 

 Read 2 Kings 19:35-36. 
How did God end up saving 
His people? 



 God defeated Assyria 
without the people having 
to lift a finger 

 Even though Assyria had a 
huge army of 185,000 
soldiers, the angel of the 
LORD struck them all down 

 The King of Assyria then 
had no choice but to retreat 
and go back to Nineveh 

 Read 2 Chronicles 33:1-17. 
What kind of king was 
Hezekiah’s son Manasseh? 



 Manasseh is described as 
the worst, most evil king 
of Judah 

 He worshipped false 
gods, sacrificed his sons, 
and used sorcery 

 God punishment was 
having Assyria capture 
him and lead him away 
to Babylon 

 In captivity, Manasseh 
repented and got to go 
back home, a changed 
man who worshipped the 
true God 

 Read 2 Kings 22:1-13. 
What problems did Josiah 
need to fix?  
 
 



 Josiah needed to repair 
the temple, but he also 
needed to fix the worship 
life of the people 

 Things had gotten so bad 
that they didn’t even 
know what the Bible was 
anymore, until Josiah 
found it in the temple 

 Josiah was the king the 
people needed, so they 
could get back on track 

 Read 2 Kings 22:16-20. 
Even though they 
repented, what were the 
consequences? 



 Because of their sin, 
the consequence 
would be a disaster 
in the land 

 However, because 
Josiah repented, he 
would not have to 
see the events that 
would happen 

 Read 2 Kings 24:18-
25:11. What did the 
disaster end up 
being? How is this 
familiar to us? 



 The disaster was Babylon 
capturing Judah, just like 
Assyria had done in the 
north, 150 years earlier 

 The people were taken 
away from their home 
and made to live in exile 

 Although God preserved 
Judah longer, idolatry 
was still their downfall 

 What do you think it 
would be like to be taken 
away into captivity? 



 If this happened to us, 
we might feel sadness, 
hopelessness, and we 
might even feel angry 
with God 

 We might wonder 
where God was or why 
He let this happen 

 Our problems can be 
traced to sin (either 
ours or somebody 
else’s) 



 Even though we don’t 
know why certain 
things happen, God 
has a plan 

 God never abandons us 
and works through 
terrible things to bring 
good out of them 

 Read Revelation 5:5. 
Who is this talking 
about? 



 The Lion is Jesus 
 Even though the 

Northern tribes 
were lost, God 
preserved Judah, 
because Jesus 
would come from 
that tribe 

 Even though we are 
weak, Jesus is our 
strong champion 
who never fails us 



 If not done already, 
go through and 
complete all of 
lesson 16 and write 
in your answers 
when asked for 


