
Mormonism



Review

 Last week, we looked at the intense system of works that 

accompany being in the Mormon Church and the burden that puts 

on a person

 Every week, Mormons are expected to attend 3-4 hours of meetings,

such as the Relief Society for women, Priesthood meetings for men, 

Sacrament meeting, etc.

 Young men are ordained to various priesthoods at the ages of 12, 

14, 16, and 18, if they are worthy

 In addition to that, they are assigned rather strenuous volunteer 

positions within the church and are pressured to accept them



Review

 Various things like this are taken into consideration when a Mormon 
is or is not given a temple recommend

 A temple recommend allows a Mormon to enter the temple for the 
endowment (instructions for how to be saved to the highest 
heaven)

 In the temple, Mormons are also sealed with their spouse and family,
so that they can maintain that family structure eternally as they
progress to godhood

 Only by being completely obedient to these things can a Mormon 
hope to be exalted, but they never truly know if they have done 
enough

 Today, we will look more at some of the specific works that take 
place in Mormon temples, which factor into the salvation equation 
for them

 Let’s watch Part 5: Temples of the Dead



Baptisms for the dead
 Like many false beliefs, baptism for the dead is based on a 

misinterpretation of scripture

 Joseph Smith got the idea from a confusing passage, 1 Corinthians
15:29: Otherwise, what do people mean by being baptized on 
behalf of the dead? If the dead are not raised at all, why are 
people baptized on their behalf?

 Paul was addressing certain people who did not believe in the
resurrection, believing it to be a non-essential part of Christianity

 However, ironically, these same people still did things that only 
made sense in light of a belief in the resurrection 

 What are some other unclear passages of Scripture you can think 
of?

 What is the danger of basing a church teaching or ceremony on an 
unclear passage of Scripture that could have many different 
interpretations?



Upon the rock
 In a case like Mormon proxy baptisms, it is always best to consider other 

passages that set clear boundaries on how we are to interpret the 
unclear passages. 

 In this case we look to the book of Hebrews. 

 It is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment 
(Hebrews 9:27)

 This passage makes it clear that proxy baptisms are unbiblical. They 
can’t have a saving effect upon the soul of a deceased person who 
has already been judged. Jesus makes this even clearer in His account 
of the rich man and Lazarus when Abraham describes the chasm that 
separates the saved and the damned:

 Between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, in order that those who 
would pass from here to you may not be able, and none may cross from 
there to us (Luke 16:26)

 How can clear Scripture passages help set a boundary around 
confusing passages and prevent false interpretations like Joseph 
Smith’s?

 How does Mormonism’s distorted use of Christian words and phrases 
drive home the necessity to continually study and grow in our 
understanding of the Bible?



Baptized into Christ
 In Romans 6:3-11, Paul discusses the proper way to look at the connection between 

Baptism and death.

 3 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into His death? 4 We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, 
in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too 
might walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united with Him in a death like His, 
we shall certainly be united with Him in a resurrection like His. 6 We know that our old 
self was crucified with Him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, 
so  that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For one who has died has been set 
free from sin. 8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with 
Him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death 
no longer has dominion over Him. 10 For the death He died He died to sin, once for 
all, but the life He lives He lives to God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead 
to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

 Paul discloses the great exchange that takes place when we are united with Christ in 
Baptism. Jesus Christ takes our  sin upon Himself and suffers in our place; at the same 
time this credits us with His holy and righteous life.

 Discuss the freedom Christ gives us when He puts our sin to death in Baptism

 When you think about standing before God dressed in the righteousness of Christ that 
is credited to us by faith, how does that help put our good works in their proper 
perspective?


