




◦ Some of the most 
common things people 
fight about are: 

 Money/possessions 

 Politics 

 Religion/morals 

 Parenting 

 Relationships 

 Work/chores 

 The list goes on… 

◦ Sometimes people 
argue about the same 
things over and over, 
but nothing changes 



 Sometimes, people 
forgive each other, even 
though they might still 
disagree 

 Sometimes, people admit 
that they were wrong and 
ask for forgiveness 

 But sometimes, an 
argument drives a wedge 
between people and they 
no longer spend time 
with each other 



 Tonight, we will see 
that God’s people split 
into two, because they 
disagreed about who 
should lead them 

 Read 1 Kings 11:28-
39. Who was God’s 
choice to lead after 
Solomon? 



 God chose a man named 
Jeroboam, who was not 
related to Solomon or of 
royal blood 

 Jeroboam was a worker, 
who had been in charge 
of building Solomon’s 
temple 

 One day, as Jeroboam 
was on the road, the 
prophet Ahijah tore 
Jeroboam’s garnment 
into 12 pieces and gave 
him 10, saying he would 
give him the northern 
kingdom 



 Jeroboam knew about the 
daily lives of regular 
people, something most 
kings didn’t know 

 With a different 
background, God 
expected him to be 
grounded and lead His 
people to worship Him 
faithfully 

 Read 1 Kings 12:16-24. 
Who else was a candidate 
to be king in the people’s 
eyes? 



 The people also thought 
about making Rehoboam, 
the son of Solomon, their 
next king 

 They gave him a chance to 
say he wasn’t the same as 
his father, who worked his 
people to death with 
building projects 

 His older advisers told him 
to say, if he was king, he 
would lessen the work of 
God’s people, but 
Rehoboam listened to his 
buddies and said the exact 
opposite 



 As a result, 10 of the 12 
tribes of Israel broke away, 
refusing to let Rehoboam be 
their king 

 The people killed 
Rehoboam’s messenger 
Adoram and Rehoboam fled 
to Jerusalem 

 When Jeroboam returned, 
they made him king over the 
Northern Kingdom 

 Rehoboam wanted to go to 
war with Israel to reunite, but 
God said no 

 Read 1 Kings 12:25-30. What 
was Jeroboam concerned 
about? 



 Jeroboam was worried 
that if people still went 
to Jerusalem to worship, 
they would start to like 
Rehoboam more than 
him and he would be 
killed 

 To keep them away from 
Jerusalem and preserve 
his popularity, he built 
his own place of worship, 
along with idols of false 
gods 

 What kinds of things do 
people today do to 
remain popular? What 
should we do instead? 



 Sometimes, people will 
do just about anything to 
have people like them 
and to be in certain 
groups 

 They might: 
◦ Dress differently 
◦ Talk differently, gossip 
◦ Do something dangerous 
◦ Do other things they 

wouldn’t normally do 

 When we feel ourselves 
going along with the 
crowd, we need to 
remove ourselves and 
look first at what God 
says 



 After Jeroboam, the next 
kings were Nadab, 
Baasha, Elah, Zimri, 
Tibni, and then Omri 

 Omri was a very notable 
king, as he expanded the 
kingdom, created a new 
capital city, Samaria, and 
became famous in the 
region 

 However, the Bible 
doesn’t spend much time 
on him 

 Read 1 Kings 16:25-26. 
Why do you think Omri is 
only a footnote in the 
Bible?  



 Omri is mentioned so 
little because he was 
not faithful to God, 
building idols and 
worshipping false 
gods 

 Sadly, this is what 
almost all of the 
kings, north and 
south, ended up 
doing 

 Read 1 Kings 16:29-
34. How was Ahab 
especially evil? 



 Ahab made Jeroboam’s 
reign look like child’s 
play 

 He married Jezebel, an 
evil woman, and decided 
to openly worship Baal 
and Asherah 

 This made God angrier 
than He had ever been 
toward one of the kings 

 Read 1 Kings 17:1-6. 
Who did God raise up to 
confront Ahab? 



 God made Elijah a 
prophet, so that he 
could give Ahab a 
message 

 In the message, God 
said that there would 
be a terrible drought in 
the land that would 
last years 

 Even in the middle of a 
drought, God kept 
Elijah safe by giving 
him bread and meat 

 Read 1 Kings 18:17-
40. How did God use 
Elijah here? 



 God used Elijah to 
prove how 
powerful He is 

 Elijah called Ahab, 
the people, and 
950 false prophets 
to Mt. Carmel 

 There, they would 
sacrifice to their 
gods and see 
whose god would 
answer by sending 
fire 



 The prophets of Baal prayed 
for hours upon hours, 
cutting themselves and 
looking pathetic 

 No matter how hard the 
prophets of Baal tried, Baal 
would not answer and send 
fire 

 Then, Elijah set up his altar, 
poured water all over it, and 
prayed to God 

 Instantly, God sent fire from 
heaven and burnt up 
everything, proving that He 
is the true God 

 Read 2 Kings 2:9-12. What 
happened to Elijah? 



 Elijah was taken to 
heaven in a whirlwind, 
by chariots of fire 

 He was one of two 
people in the Bible who 
did not die, the other 
being Enoch 

 After Elijah, his student 
Elisha took over as the 
prophet of God 

 Read 2 Kings 17:6-20. 
Who was the last king 
of the northern 
kingdom? 



 Hoshea was the last king 
of Israel, before they 
were conquered by the 
Assyrians 

 The people had to leave 
their homes in exile and 
live in captivity, because 
they had turned away 
from God and done evil 
things 

 As it always is with sin, 
there were consequences 
for their actions 

 Do people follow idols 
today? 



 Yes, even though we 
might not think of 
them as false gods 

 People worship: 
◦ Money 
◦ Power 
◦ Popularity 
◦ Famous people 
◦ Many other things 

 Once we put these 
things before God, 
we are idolaters 



 Even though Satan 
tempts us to love 
other things and we 
fall into that trap, 
God still wants to 
forgive us 

 He sent Jesus so 
idolatry and all our 
other sins are paid 
for and we have 
forgiveness 



 If not done already, 
go through and 
complete all of 
lesson 15 and write 
in your answers 
when asked for 

 Quiz next week on 
Lessons 13, 14, and 
15 


