
Mormonism



Review

 Joseph Smith gathered followers in upstate New York, at first with 

only his neighbors and associates

 Eventually, missionaries were sent out and many more followers 

were made in Ohio and Missouri, where Smith moved his growing 

congregation

 Despite rapidly increasing numbers, others in the community were 

very suspicious of the Mormons and tried to get rid of them however 

they could

 Occasionally, there was public outcry and violent conflict, leading 

the Mormons to move yet again to Nauvoo, Illinois 



Review

 In Nauvoo, the Mormons became well-established, with political 
and military might, but the power started to go to their leader’s 
heads

 They started practicing polygamy and Joseph Smith tried to keep his 
secrets by combining Mormonism with Freemasonry, but some 
Mormons rebelled against Smith’s practices of polygamy

 As Smith tried to suppress the rebellion, he was arrested for violating
freedom of speech and thrown in jail

 At the jail, a mob formed and there was a shootout, resulting in 
Joseph Smith’s death

 After Smith’s death, Brigham Young became the leader of the 
Mormons and led them to Utah

 Let’s watch Part 3: Are Mormons Christian?



Are Mormons Christian?

 Mormons are taught that they are the one and only true Christian 

church on earth

 They cite their church name, baptism, atonement, and grace as

examples of true Christian beliefs, but though the words are the 

same, the referent is different

 Let’s look at examples



God the Father
 When Mormons talk about Heavenly Father, they refer to a former man 

who progressed His way to godhood

 But the Bible says God is not human and never changes

 “God is not human, that He should lie, not a human being, that He should 
change his mind ….” (Numbers 23:19a). 

 “The Glory of Israel will not lie or have regret, for He is not a man, that He 
should have regret” (1 Samuel 15:29). 

 “I will not execute My burning anger; I will not again destroy Ephraim; for I 
am God and not a man, the Holy One in your midst, and I will not come in 
wrath” (Hosea 11:9). 

 “For I am the Lord; I do not change ….” (Malachi 3:6a). 

 Why is the notion of becoming like God—or becoming gods ourselves—
so appealing to humans?

 What are the consequences of setting limits on our God whom Scripture 
describes as being without limits: eternal (1 Timothy 1:17), 
unchangeable (Malachi 3:6), almighty (Matthew 19:26), all-knowing 
(John 21:17), and present everywhere (Jeremiah 23:24)?



Jesus Christ

 Jesus, in Mormonism, was not a god initially, but the first child of

Heavenly Father and Mother

 After His death and resurrection, he attained godhood, but John 1 

shows us that He was with the Father in the beginning

 How does the phrase “the Word was God” contradict Joseph 

Smith’s teaching that Jesus began as a spirit child, became 

incarnate (received His human body), and only attained godhood 

after His life, death and resurrection?

 How do the words “only Son of the Father” in verse 14 show Jesus 

was uniquely the Son of God—not one (albeit the first) among 

billions of spirit children of God the Father? 



Becoming a god
 Joseph Smith claimed to offer a path to godhood, by believing his 

teachings, but there has never been and will never be anyone like 
God

 “Before Me no god was formed, nor shall there be any after Me … 
Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the Lord of 
hosts: ‘I am the first and I am the last; besides Me there is no god … 
Is there a God besides Me? There is no Rock; I know not any” (Isaiah 
43:10b; 44:6, 8b). 

 In what way does God’s statement, “Besides Me there is no god,” 
totally undercut Joseph Smith’s idea of a council of gods?

 How do God’s words, “I am the first,” undercut the Mormon claim 
that He was once a spirit child of another heavenly Father and 
Mother?

 How do His words, “I am the last,” crush the notion that we can 
become gods if we work hard enough?



Serpent’s echo
 In the Garden, Eve and Adam were enticed by the idea of becoming 

like God, but it led to their downfall and ours

 Mormons teach that this was good, a necessary falling upward in
humanity’s quest to become a god, but we can never become a god, 
nor can we earn our salvation

 The free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man’s 
trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the 
grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many. And the free 
gift is not like the result of that one man’s sin. For the judgment following 
one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many 
trespasses brought justification. For if, because of one man’s trespass, 
death reigned through thatone man, much more will those who 
receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness 
reign inlife through the one man Jesus Christ.

 Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act 
of righteousness leads to justificationand life for all men. For as by the 
one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one 
man’s obedience the many will be made righteous (Romans 5:15-19).



Serpent’s echo
 How does Paul’s constant repetition of the phrase “free gift” remind 

us that our works have absolutely nothing to do with our eternal life 

with God after this life? 

 How does Paul’s description of God’s abundant grace through 

Jesus Christ contradict the way Joseph Smith limits the effectiveness 

of Jesus’ righteousness, by demanding human works and 

ceremonies to be done for us to make progress on our path toward 

godhood? 


