
Mormonism



Review

-As we learned last time, Mormonism’s founder was a man named 

Joseph Smith

-Joseph Smith grew up during the Second Great Awakening, a time of 

religious revival, and his mother was convinced that her son would be 

a prophet

-One day in 1820, he claimed to receive a vision, where both God the 

Father and Jesus appeared to him as separate people

-In the vision, he supposedly heard that the current church was an

abomination and God wanted him to help restore the truth

-Later, he claimed that an angel named Moroni appeared to him, 

telling him where to find a sacred book written on golden plates 



Review

 Over time, Smith said he translated the plates from Reformed 

Egyptian into English

 They told the story of the Nephites and the Lamanites, lost tribes of 

Israel who came to the Americas thousands of years ago, among 

other stories

 Smith’s translations were compiled into the Book of Mormon and

Smith began to gather many followers in upstate New York

 Let’s watch Part 2: Exodus



Persecution

 Mormons are familiar with persecution and for them, it only

reinforces that their faith is true and genuine

 In their history, the Mormons moved from New York to Ohio to Illinois

to Missouri and finally to Utah, spurred on by their neighbors 

distrusting them

 When faced with opposition, what was Joseph Smith and his 

followers’ instinct?



Persecution

 Their instinct was to fight

 While in the city of Far West, Missouri, a number of Latter-day Saints 

dissented, including Oliver Cowdery (Joseph Smith’s chief scribe 

while translating the golden plates). Fearing these influential people 

would turn away other Mormons, the LDS leadership organized an 

armed group bound by a secret oath called the Danites. Cowdery 

and other dissenters were warned to “depart or a more fatal 

calamity shall befall you.” 

 Fleeing northeast to Illinois in 1839, Joseph Smith established the 

town of Nauvoo and organized a large militia group called the 

Nauvoo Legion. At its peak, the Nauvoo Legion was nearly a third 

the size of the standing army of the U.S.

 Compare this reaction to Matthew 5:38-48. 



Persecution

 How did Smith’s actions escalate hostilities with unbelieving 

neighbors?

 How does a peaceful reaction to opposition often defuse tensions?

 Is Jesus commanding us never to defend ourselves, our families, or 

our country?

 Explain how our threats and retaliation fail to reflect Jesus’ example 

and His desire to save all people.



Death of Joseph Smith

 Even though he was justly imprisoned and he took up arms to 

defend himself, the Mormon church sees Joseph Smith as a martyr 

for their faith

 Compare this to Matthew 26:53-54.

 While Smith’s self-defense is certainly understandable, why do you 

think Mormon teachers and tour guides leave out the part about 

Smith’s resistance and his gunfight? 

 How did Jesus’ meekness in His arrest and suffering show God’s 

universal love and salvation, even for those who were killing Him?



Death of Joseph Smith

 After Smith’s death, Brigham Young brought the Mormons out of the 

U.S. to Utah, so they could practice polygamy, but after the 

Mexican American War, they were in the U.S. again

 They battled with Abraham Lincoln and others about polygamy, but 

it finally ended in 1887, when the U.S. government forced their hand

 The only Mormons that continue in polygamy are fundamentalists, 

who hold that no new prophet can reverse Joseph Smith’s teaching 


