
Dear friends in Christ, 

     Are there any hopes or dreams you have for the new year 

now upon us?  I have asked a couple folks questions like that 

and the response has been something along the lines of:  “Ha! 

After the last two years, I’ll be happy to make it through!”  

     We have indeed been through much loss and trauma and 

rearrangement of life these last couple of years and that’s 

precisely why I ask the question.  Do you have any hopes or 

dreams for the new year?  I want to prompt you pastorally to 

plan a positive path into 2022.  As those who have been in-

cluded in Christ at the manger, at the cross, and at the resur-

rection, we have more than enough to hope for joy and peace 

in the life we live for the Lord.  Our life in Christ is different 

than those bound to the world, unless we bind ourselves to 

the world. 

     Have you ever felt like most of the messages coming from 

the world around us are negative?  Surely those being hurled 

at us in the media are negative.  As Christians we do believe 

what the Bible says, so we know we live in a fallen and sinful 

world, but did you know that the 

media, especially “social media,” is 

engineered to inspire your anger 

and negativity?   

     Back in October, the Washing-

ton Post ran an article that re-

vealed, “Behind the scenes, Face-

book programmed the algorithm 

that decides what people see in 

their news feeds to use the reac-

tion emoji as signals to push more 

emotional and provocative content 

- including content likely to make 

them angry.”  Why would engi-

neers of social media want to 

mess with your emotions like that?  

Anger keeps people engaged.  

Their strategy seems to be, start a 

fight and keep it going.  The bene-

fit they harvest from sowing seeds 

of discord is simply money.  The 

article reports: “Posts that prompted lots of reaction tended 

to keep users more engaged, and keeping users engaged was 

the key to Facebook’s business.”  Recent articles about Tik-

Tok and other platforms expose the same dynamic.  

     I don’t know about you, but I have reached my limit. I 

have felt the negative pressure and angry atmosphere on so-

cial media for years. (When I was back in Wisconsin we started 

calling it “In-your-face book” because of the way teens used the 

platform for personal attacks.)  I have also been shocked by the 

increasingly immoral (even vulgar), pop ups and ads social media 

promotes.  Clickbait is nothing unusual, but the way it comes in 

machine gun blasts is new.  

     I have frequently been startled to see good folks in a really 

bad mood sharing some of the most troubling posts online, and 

living under a cloud more and more as time goes on.  Surely, St 

Paul offers us a better way in the book of Philippians where he 

says, “…whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, 

whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable - if 

anything is excellent or praiseworthy - think about such things.” 

     Note, he does not suggest that the world and its trauma or 

its drama will disappear.  In fact, St Paul says that the peace you 

have will surpass the world’s understanding.  It will still rage in 

the throws of its fitful fight under the curse.  You, however, will 

be different, even in the face of all kinds of trials.  

     Consider Jeremiah.  In Jeremiah 

32, the Lord commands the prophet 

to buy a field in the face of great 

judgement that is about to fall upon 

the people of God and their land.  

Jeremiah is to purchase the Land as 

an object lesson and witness to the 

people to show them that they have 

a hope and a future.  Indeed, this is 

how God’s people have always had 

to live.  Even as far back as Adam 

and Eve, they had to live under the 

curse looking for the one promised 

in Genesis 3:15.  The one to come 

would crush Satan’s head.  He was 

their only hope for a future. 

     Never in their wildest dreams 

could Eve have imagined what her 

daughter Mary saw when she held 

Jesus in her arms.  What would Ad-

am have said to Joseph looking into 

the manger?  Surely, Jeremiah would have wanted to purchase 

the whole holy land, knowing Jesus was to perform wondrous 

signs of his glory therein. 

     Satan would love to blind you to the future God has for you 

by overwhelming you with the sinful sights and sounds that 
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abound around us.  I am not promising you financial success 

or worldly fortune.  I am pointing to Jesus’ promise of peace 

by the forgiveness, life, and salvation he brings.  I am pointing 

to the savior’s promise that he will cause your light to shine in 

the darkness as he intends, and his promise that you will be 

like a city on a hill.  I am pointing to the fact that God’s word 

does not return to him empty but achieves the purpose for 

which he sent it.  That purpose, spoken through Isaiah, is that 

you would not be distant from God but close to him. 

     What happens in life if that is your dream for 2022?  That 

is my dream.  I often hope that Christmas Eve might inspire us 

to dream big.  What if everyone who came to church Christ-

mas Eve came to church every Sunday?  How many new Bible 

Study or fellowship groups could we build?  I’d love to have a 

Mt. Calvary Artist’s Guild, or to start a Mt. Calvary Youth 

Council.  

     How many choirs could we have if everyone who enjoyed 

the hymns at Christmas sang every Sunday, or joined the 

choir?  Could we have a regular choir, and a kids choir, and 

maybe a men’s choir, or even multiple music groups? 

     My influence is very limited, but I want to try something.  

My guess is that reconnecting men with the word and with 

each other is a needed first step to anything we do.  So, start-

ing at 6:00 a.m. on January 4th, we will host our first weekly 

Tuesday morning Men’s Bible study.  Our theme will be “Your 

Calling,” and it is taken from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians.  In 

Ephesians 4 Paul says, “As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge 

you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received.”  I 

have had a dream for a long time to translate my way through 

the Greek of Ephesians. I am finally going to do this to the best 

of my ability.  I believe Ephesians is a perfect place for men to 

start reading the Bible because it is encouraging and challeng-

ing.  It talks about what God has done for us, and based on 

that gives a clear call for us to do something of great signifi-

cance. 

     Men, we will have some food, and coffee, and conversation.  

Guys can come and go as their schedules demand and availabil-

ity allows.  I’ll need you to push me forward as much as you 

might expect help yourselves.  Good thing the Lord is in 

charge of making it happen. 

Peace 

PC 

Quarterly Voters’ 

Assembly is  

Tuesday, January 18  

at 7:00 p.m.  

Mt. Calvary Congregational Officers for 2022 
President-Kerwin Haeder  

Vice-President-Ryan Kruse  

Secretary-Melanie Hinders  

Treasurer-Kristen Bich  

Membership Secretary-Marilyn McHenry  

Head Usher-Tony Halbur  

Elders-Stuart Adermann, Joe Airheart, Matt Busch, Dan Florey, Chad Hanson,  
          Ryan Vanden Berge, Andrew Van Scharrel, Leonard Wonnenberg   
Finance Secretary-Julie Kropuenske  

Finance Board Members-Jan Gerrits, Rosalie Pownell, Judy Tschetter  

Trustee Chairman-Dave Hinders 

Trustee Board Members-Brett Boetel, Eugene Dennis, Terry McHenry   

Evangelism/Missions Board Chairman-Neal Cruse  

Stewardship/Welfare Board Chairman-Bill Eining  

Parish Education Board Chairman-Bryan Van Scharrel  

Youth Board Chair-Natasha Airheart  

School Board Chair-Dawn Eining 

UPCOMING EVENTS TO PLAN FOR: 

January 21, 2022  

- March for Life in Washington DC 
 

The March takes place on January 21, 2022.  This year there will also be LC-MS 

Life Ministry activities to attend.  If you would like to support those making the 

trip, donations and prayers are appreciated.   

Thank you for your partnership in the gospel! Pastor Chris 

 

January 30, 2022  

- Walk for Life in Pierre, SD 
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Dear members and friends of Mt. Calvary, 

     Happy New Year to all of you!  January 1st brings with it 

so much promise, potential, and opportunity.  Many things 

have yet to take shape and remain a mystery.  We never 

know where we might find ourselves at the end of the year 

versus the very beginning.  That can be an exciting thing, but 

there is also a twinge of dread that might strike us.  We hope 

that anything negative will be dwarfed by the laughter, enjoy-

ment, learning, and all kinds of great blessings that we receive.  

I am sure that I am not the only one who has been praying 

that 2022 is, indeed, happy and healthy, not only for me as an 

individual or for my family, but for our congregation, our 

community, our state, our country, and the world.  

     But how is that going to happen?  The way that is happens 

is through different beginnings and endings, as part of God’s 

divine plan.  Every day, although we may not realize it, there 

are a lot of things that stop and many things that start anew 

for the first time.  And that churning is a key process, so that 

the rhythms of life do not get dull or stale or meaningless.  

Very seldom do things get better by  

conditions staying the same.  Either some-

thing bad must stop or something good 

must start, in order that there might be 

improvement.  

     Typically, as we cross the threshold into 

a New Year, people make resolutions and 

this would be the first day of trying to keep 

them.  For many, the prompting of the New 

Year works wonders.  I am aware of many 

stories where people simply flipped the 

switch in bettering themselves and never 

turned back.  However, I saw a news report 

the other day that said fewer people than 

ever are actually making resolutions.  At 

first, I was somewhat surprised, since there 

seem to be many new health and fitness 

trends and movements.  However, after a 

moment of thought, it made a lot more 

sense.  

     In the report, the reasons given were fatigue, lack of opti-

mism, and the desire to be realistic after so many years of 

failed resolutions.  People are really burnt out in a lot of dif-

ferent ways, to the point that they are not even up for main-

taining the window dressing of yearly traditions.  As we zoom 

out further, we are reminded that conditions like anxiety and 

depression are rampant, along with the methods people use 

to deal with those conditions.  

     At least for a certain percentage of people, it seems that 

the debris and the baggage of not only 2020, but 2021 and 

many past years, will carry forward into this new year of 

2022.  Some people may talk about dwelling on the negative 

as a choice and something that we have a great deal of control 

over.  Many dollars have been made on the “power of positive 

thinking” and to a small extent, it may have an effect.  How-

ever, it soon becomes overwhelming if this is our only solu-

tion.  Multiple things can strike at once and land a decisive 

blow, perhaps brought on by the death of a loved one, the 

lingering effects of illness, or just the struggles of everyday 

life.  How do we avoid such a fate?  How do we keep things 

from piling up, until they become an exhausting, unfathomable 

mess? 

     When I was studying to be a pastor, one of our classes 

was Koine (Biblical) Greek.  By the end of high school, I knew 

that God was calling me into ministry.  I was looking ahead to 

the kinds of things I would study and thought it would be 

great to get a head start.  I was blessed to have a high school 

teacher who was a pastor, was very familiar with Biblical lan-

guages, and agreed to teach me during one of my study hall 

periods.  The first step in learning any language is learning the 

alphabet, so that’s what we tackled initially.  It felt like I was 

back in Kindergarten as I traced the letters, making sure to 

get certain parts above the dotted line and some below.  In 

Greek, the first letter is Alpha (a character that looks like  

a fish) and the last is Omega (a character that looks like a 

lowercase “w”).   

     In the book of Revelation, Jesus refers 

to Himself by these two letters, Alpha and 

Omega.  And He continues by saying that 

He is “the One who was, the One who is, 

and the One who is to come, the Al-

mighty.”  This passage is awe-inspiring.  And 

it gives us a small glimpse into the divine 

nature of Christ.  Before people knew the 

incarnate Son, this everlasting nature 

would’ve been only associated with the Fa-

ther in heaven.  With these words, Jesus 

points us to the fact that He and the Father 

are one, along with the Holy Spirit.  Jesus 

was with the Father and the Spirit in the 

beginning, and He will continue to be pre-

sent with us forever.  

     As finite and broken creatures, eternity 

is foreign to us.  And it would be unattaina-

ble, if we were left to our own devices.  In 

order for us to be with Him in eternity, 

Jesus had to do something for us.  He needed to take away 

the built-up muck, sludge, and debris, which comes as a result 

of our sin and as a result of the broken world around us.  

The load would have kept piling up until it crushed us, but 

Christ stepped in.  On the cross, Jesus carried all of our bur-

dens.  And do you know what He said? “It is finished.”  He 

has banished them from us, as far as the East is from the 

West.  And since He lives, He has promised to come again 

on the clouds to a place with no more burdens.   

     Friends, trust in Jesus to give you renewal and peace in 

2022.  Jesus is the Lord of new birth, new beginnings, and 

new life.  In Christ, the old has gone and the new has come. 

 

In Christ,, Pastor Kevin 

Alpha and Omega   
By Rev. Kevin Koester, Associate Pastor 
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Thanks to everyone that helped  

put up the decorations in the church  

for Advent and Christmas.   

And also thank you to those who  

helped with take down and storing away 

the decorations until the next  

Advent and Christmas season. 

 

Mt. Calvary will be delivering meals January 10-14.   
 

A sign up sheet is on the counter in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

Delivering meals for the Senior Center is a meaningful volunteer opportunity  

for community outreach.  It takes approximately one hour each day.   

If you are interested in volunteering in an ongoing on-call basis or   

if you have questions about the program contact Dan Henson.  

Thank you to all those 

who helped prepare for, 

and participated in, the  

special worship services 

of Advent, Christmas, 

and New Year’s Eve. 

THANK YOU to everyone who donated to the Christmas Poinsettia Fund.  Donations were given in memory of:  

• Gerhard and Ormalyn Boetel by Ben and Judy Boetel, Maureen and Dennis Decker 

• Gordon and Janet Bogh by Allen and Robin Shoultz   

• Duane Frank, Eldon and Burdette Whites, Carl and Frieda Frank from Nancy Frank   

• Ralph Hagge, Cornelia Hagge, Lawerence Fuerst from Dean and Susan Fuerst  

• Jim and Ruby Johannsen by Roger and Julie Kropuenske  

• Nathaniel Kohlmeyer from Corinne Kohlmeyer  

• Clyde “Abe” Ritchhart and Cindy Wilmarth from Esther Ritchhart 

• Wes and Clarice Rounds, Brent Verch, and Hillard Peskey by their family  

• Trevor Tschetter by Jon and Lisa Meyer   

• George and Arlene Van Scharrel by Dave and Paula Van Scharrel  

Additional donations were received anonymously.  Thanks to all! 

Dear Mt. Calvary members, 

 

Thank you very much for all of your wonderful cards, 

treats, and generous gifts that I received for Christmas! It 

warmed my heart to see 

people’s happy faces on 

Christmas Eve and read 

your kind words to me.  

I am blessed to minister 

to this congregation! 

 

In Christ, Pastor Kevin 
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Consider these  

weekly Bible Study  

opportunities  

at Mt. Calvary 
 

 

Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study:  Join us in the Fellowship Hall or by 

livestream between the worship services on Sunday mornings.  There is a 

page on the Mt. Calvary website dedicated to adult Bible study resources.  If 

you go to www.mtcalvaryhuron.org/biblestudy you will find the weekly Pow-

erPoints and outlines to which we have become accustomed.  Also, please 

feel free to text in your questions or comments during Bible study to Pastor 

Kevin. 

 

Sunday Morning High School Bible Study:  St. Paul says in 1 Corinthi-

ans 12 that the church is one body with many parts.  For our High School 

youth and parents Bible study we will be learning about the way God creat-

ed the human body to understand more about the church and the place each 

of us has in it.  This will fortify our youth in the confession of their creator, 

and build our understanding of our fellowship together as families who make 

up the family of God at Mt. Calvary.  While this is aimed at issues  

our young people and families face, all are welcome to attend.  In Christ, 

Pastor Chris 

 

NEW!  Tuesday Morning Men's Bible Study:  Starting at 6:00 a.m. on 

January 4th, we will host our first, weekly, Tuesday morning Men's Bible 

study.  Our theme will be "Your Calling," and it is taken from Paul's letter to 

the Ephesians.  In Ephesians 4 Paul says, "As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I 

urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received."  Brothers, 

come and enjoy some food, coffee, and conversation about this calling.  Guys 

can come and go as their schedules demand and availability allows.  This Bi-

ble study will not be live streamed or recorded.  I look forward to seeing 

you there!  ~Pastor Chris 

 

Thursday Morning Bible Study of The Lord’s Prayer:  On Thursday 

mornings at 9:30 a.m. this in-person Bible Study will be in the Fellowship Hall 

and livestreamed as it happens.  Please let Pastor Chris know if you will be 

attending.   

 

Thursday Evening Men’s Bible Study:  Men’s Bible Study meets on 

Thursday evenings at 7:00 p.m. in the Boardroom.  We have been studying 

the Book of Hebrews and invite you to join us!  Let Pastor Kevin or Daryl 

Haeder know if you are interested.  God’s Blessings! 

2022 Offering Envelopes have been placed in 

the mailboxes in the Fellowship Hall.  Please 

note that mailboxes have been rearranged 

slightly but are in alphabetical order.  If you 

are unable to locate yours please let us 

know.  If you would like your offering 

envelopes mailed please contact the 

church office.  (605)352-7121   

If anyone did not receive a 

box, but would like one please 

contact the church office.  

 

The hotline is free,  

confidential and  

available 24/7   

 

Bruce and Maxton Zavesky  

have transferred their membership  

to Divine Shepherd Lutheran 

in Black Hawk, SD. 
 

Their new address is  

4925 Hansen Ln 

Rapid City  SD  57703 

The LWML tree at the Huron Event Center 

received the general beauty award for the 

second year in a row.  The tree featured 

Poinsettias, angels, doves, and Nativity 

Christmas balls.  Visitors are encouraged to 

stop at the Huron Event Center to view the 

annual Christmas Tree Exhibit.  The exhibi-

tion will remain until the middle of January.  
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Hello again from Mt. Calvary Preschool, we hope that you had a wonderful Christ-

mas with your loved ones.  In this busy time of year, I hope you were able to take 

time to reflect on our Savior's birth.  

     Now that we are heading into January, we are going to continue on our Polar 

Unit we started two weeks ago.  We learned about the North and South Poles, 

the animals that live in each one, and about the climate - which is VERY cold.  The 

children had fun sorting through the penguins, whales, polar bears and reindeer.  

We played with instant snow and jelly ''ice cubes'' in our sensory bin along with 

plastic polar animals.  When the children get back from break, we will be painting 

with ice cubes for a fun activity, and learning about opposites with a ''polar oppo-

sites'' game, and will finish this unit by reviewing all we have learned.  

     For our Bible story time, we will learn about Jesus growing up and his baptism 

by his cousin John.  Learning to obey is one of the greatest struggles for children.  When children learn that God is pleased  

by their obedience and right choices, they are encouraged to keep trying.  We are often like children in our desire to be inde-

pendent, and we forget that God calls us to obedience as well.  When we consider that the perfect Son of God asked a man 

to baptize Him, we should be humbled by His example.  Jesus’ willingness to be baptized sprang from a desire to please God.  

We often see that same trait in children.  They’ll often go out of their way to let you know that they’ve followed instructions.  

We can use this lesson to help children realize that they can please God by doing what is right.                      — Miss Melissa 
 

Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6 (ESV) 

“Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God.” Mark 10:14  

Children are pictured next to our class tree after opening 

Christmas presents!  Each student received a Children's Bible 

full of the stories we have been learning this year.  

Reaching high  

to place the 

star and kneel-

ing down to 

place the low 

decorations on 

the tree. 



Page 7 JOURNAL 

Children-Youth Ministry at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church  

“Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 19:14 

Mt. Calvary LYF Super Bowl Sub Fundraiser 
 

Orders:  Sub Sandwich orders will be taken by LYF Members until 

Sunday, February 6, 2022.  Please return forms to the church 

office or place in the box located on the Usher’s counter in 

the back of the church.  Payment upon order is preferred. 

 

Pickup:  Sandwiches will be prepared the morning of Saturday,  

February 12, 2022 and may be picked up at the church from  

11:00 a.m.-12 noon.  If this pickup time does not work for you, 

please let us know and we can arrange for you to pick them up after weekend services. 

 

Cost: $6.00 per 6” sub  
 

SUB:  Please mark all boxes below of items you want on each sub. 

 

____Turkey  ____ Ham _____Roast Beef  

  

____ Cheese ____ Lettuce _____Pickle  

 

*** Each sub comes with a bag of chips and condiments 

 

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Phone #:______________________________________ 

  

Thank You for your support of the LYF!! 

 

Thank you Mt. Calvary families!   
 

The Family Fun Night on Wednesday, Decem-

ber 29th was a great experience and was indeed a 

lot of fun.   

 

We will plan to have more events like this in the 

future and we now know that a night for adults to 

enjoy activities in the gym could be a wonderful 

time as well.  Volleyball anyone?   

 

Talk to pastor Chris for more information or to 

share your thoughts. 
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