
Mormonism



Quick survey

 Does anyone personally know a Mormon?

 Has a Mormon missionary come to your house? 

 Have you received mailings, emails, or phone calls about 

Mormonism?

 Finally, what are your impressions of the Mormons? What sticks out 

from what you have heard? 



Who are the Mormons?

 Mormons are those who accept the Book of Mormon as a divine 

revelation to Joseph Smith, making the Bible an inadequate or 

incomplete revelation

 Their official name is The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints 

(LDS), with their headquarters in Salt Lake City, Utah

 The Mormons are one of the fastest growing religious groups in the 

world, with 16 million members 

 Although Mormonism started in the U.S. in 1830, today 57% of their

members are outside the U.S., in countries like Chile, Uruguay, and 

American Samoa

 There are an estimated 11,000 Mormons in South Dakota



Mormonism’s beginning

 The United States in 1830 was the perfect environment for

Mormonism to sprout and bloom

 Instead of traditional religious observance, people were looking for 

something new, exciting, full of passion and emotion

 There were many travelling preachers in those days, whose

charisma won people over and left other religious leaders in the

lurch

 Mormonism is a perfect reflection of this time, with no trained clergy 

and a conversion experience that includes “a burning in the

bosom”



Discussion

• What similarity do you see today in people that are exploring different religions to 
find one that “feels right” to them? 

• What is the danger of using your heart instead of your head to discern religious 
truth?

• How important do you find it to experience an emotional reaction in worship?

• Why do we need God’s objective truth to cling to when we go through difficult 
struggles in our lives?



The Road to Emmaus

 Read Luke 24:30-32.

 How did the situation intensify the emotional experience of the 

Emmaus disciples? 

 What are the most important parts of these verses?



The Sacred Grove

 Just like the lynchpin of Christianity is Jesus’ resurrection, Mormonism

rests on Joseph Smith’s first vision, where he supposedly saw Jesus 

and the Heavenly Father

 Read Exodus 4:1-9.

 Why was it important for God to give Moses miraculous signs to 

authenticate him as a true prophet?

 What is the significance that Joseph Smith never gave such 

authenticating signs—instead requiring blind faith that he had been 

visited by God and by angels?



The Sacred Grove

 In the absence of miracles, a prophet proved his authentic call by 

either accurately predicting future events, or by being consistent 

with the teachings of other prophets in the Old Testament or 

apostles in the New. Joseph Smith did neither. 

 Jesus never wanted His apostles to cling to Him in blind faith. He 

showed them countless great and powerful miracles throughout His 

ministry, and presented “Himself alive to them after His suffering by 

many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking 

about the kingdom of God” (Acts 1:3). Our faith is not based on 

blind trust; instead, it’s based on the eyewitness account of these 

men and women, who ate, drank, walked and talked with Jesus


