
Dear friends in Christ, 

     What time is it?  Don’t check your watch - that’s not what 

I’m asking.  Think about time itself.  Time is actually difficult to 

define as an absolute.  A response from the dictionary would 

guide you to understand time as “the indefinite continued 

process of existence and events in the past, present, and fu-

ture regarded as a whole,” or “a point of time as measured in 

hours and minutes past midnight or noon.” 

     To say past, present, or future is to say “now,” in compar-

ison to “then,” and to say, “hours and minutes” is to say the 

same thing, perhaps more precisely.  Either way, I believe the 

only way we humans can ever describe or perceive of time is 

subjectively because we are so bound to it - whatever it is.  

Time is bigger than we are.  We describe it subjectively be-

cause we are subject to it.  It belongs to someone else. 

     Think about your own place in time.  What would you  

say to others about where you are in time?  What would  

you say to others about their 

own place in time?  I think about 

this a lot as I watch my children 

grow, especially in connection to 

Christmas. 

     Miriam and I have celebrated 

seventeen Christmases as par-

ents, but now our family has 

come upon a new-to-us stage 

that many of you have seen come 

and go.  Our oldest child is get-

ting ready to launch.  He lives 

during the week with his grand-

parents in Mitchell, as he attends 

Mitchell Technical Institute full-

time.  We only get to see him on 

the weekends.  So as Christmas 

approaches, I am looking forward 

to spending more time with  

him while he is on break from 

classes.  

     I am thrilled that the Lord has 

given him a trajectory that affirms 

the talents and interests that He has bestowed upon him, but 

the weighty meaning of these events does not escape me.  I 

have seen other people go through this.  As I was told years 

ago, “parenting, when done well, leads to unemployment.”  

I’m not naive enough to believe that parenting ends when the 

child turns eighteen.  We will still have a relationship to enjoy 

and a role to play in Mark’s life as his independence grows - as 

it should.  Our lives will change and so will our daily habits and 

interactions.  Knowing this is coming moves us to cherish the 

time we have now.  Now is the time to celebrate victories, heal 

conflicts, speak kindness, give encouragement, process endings, 

and plan for new beginnings. 

     Christmas provides the perfect atmosphere for these signifi-

cant steps on life’s journey.  Just think, with the birth of Jesus 

the Christ, God the Father began to complete the old covenant 

by fulfilling all of his promises in the incarnation.  With that vir-

gin birth, the Lord God has spoken kindness to us, given healing 

to all our wounds, and promised us a new beginning in the king-

dom Christ came to establish.  Because of this event, and all of 

the events He permanently wove into history, you have a place 

in the kingdom to come.  

     That’s what I want my kids to 

know in light of the uncertainty 

that the passage of time brings.  

They always have a place in our 

family because I love them.  The 

Lord Jesus, whose birth we cele-

brate on Christmas, is the head of 

our home.  His love defines our 

identity—past, present, and future. 

     Christ is the head of our 

church family at Mt Calvary.  Every 

day brings unknown blessings and 

challenges.  Every day brings us 

closer to Jesus’ return.  You are 

invited to make worshiping our 

Savior the center of your Christ-

mas by attending weekend and 

Wednesday services.  The time 

you have belongs to the Lord.  He 

gives it to you as a gift so that you 

might be connected to Him and 

those you love the most.  

 

“His mercy extends to those who fear him, from generation to 

generation.” Luke 1:50 

 

In Christ, Pastor Chris 

Christmas.  Time. 
By Rev. Chris Navurskis,  

Senior Pastor 
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Dear friends and members of Mt. Calvary, 

     As part of our Advent reflection this year, we will be fo-

cusing on gifts.  Gifts come in many forms.  Some are large, 

some are small.  Some are temporary, some are long-lasting.  

Some can be seen and touched and tasted and smelled, while 

others are not nearly as tangible.  Whatever gifts they are, we 

know that they all come from God.  Without Him, we would 

have nothing.  As such, at all times and in all places, it is ap-

propriate to give thanks and also to make the best use of the 

gifts that He gives to us.  

     There is perhaps no more appropriate time to talk about 

gifts than in the days leading up to Christmas.  It seems that 

most everyone is generous around Christmastime.  And even 

if they do not have much 

to be generous with ma-

terially, love often over-

flows from the heart in 

the form of kind words, 

care and concern, and 

other forms of good 

cheer.  In order to help 

us further reflect, our 

Advent focus on gifts will 

go hand-in-hand with a 

stewardship emphasis.  

During each of the mid-

week Advent services, 

Pastor Chris and I will 

each be choosing differ-

ent adjectives to describe 

the gifts that we receive 

from the Lord, though there are many more than four that 

we could choose from. 

     As Christians, we know that our generosity and our love 

is a response to what God has done for us.  We love, because 

God first loved us.  And we also give, because God first gave 

gifts to us.  And the most precious gift that we have received 

is the gift of His very own Son.  His Son Jesus was only con-

cerned about the needs of us poor miserable sinners and He 

went to the cross to take away our sins.  And He was not 

done giving.  When He rose again, He secured the keys to 

death and Hades, unlocking eternal life for us.  Each day until 

we reach eternity, He gives of Himself, keeping His promise 

to be, “with you always, to the very end of the age.”  

     During the Christmas Season and especially during the 

season of Epiphany, we think about how God gave the gift of 

His Son not only to the Jews, but also to the Gentiles.  Per-

haps as much as several years after Jesus came into the world, 

the Magi came in search of the king who was to be born.  The 

Magi are often misunderstood as three kings (due to the song) 

or some other kind of noble, wise persons, but, they were 

probably magicians and sorcerers of the Zoroastrian religion 

in Persia, who looked at the stars and used divination to pre-

dict the future or determine what was the right course of 

action.  Despite them not knowing necessarily what kind of 

king they were looking for, they found their way to Jesus with 

the guidance of the star.  And they brought surprisingly ap-

propriate gifts for the newborn king: gold, frankincense, and 

myrrh.  

     Each offering of the Magi show us what kind of gift we are 

getting in Jesus.  Gold is a universal symbol of power, adorn-

ing the palaces and the crowns of kings in every corner of the 

world.  The Jews were hopeful that this Messiah would as-

cend and sit upon the throne of King David, because they had 

been without a mighty earthly ruler for so long.  But when 

Pontius Pilate asked Jesus, “are you a king?” Jesus said “my 

kingdom is not of this world.”  

     The second gift, Frankincense, is not as easily explained.  

Frankincense is the dried sap taken from Boswellia trees 

which was burned as incense in the Temple as part of wor-

ship.  The sweet smell 

and the smoke that came 

from Frankincense was 

meant to rise before 

God, as a pleasing offer-

ing to Him.  As they 

worshipped, He would 

fill the Temple with His 

presence, so the use of 

Frankincense as a gift for 

Jesus was a sign that God 

was here in the flesh.  

     Finally, the gift of 

myrrh reminds us of 

another large part of 

what the Son of God, 

the King of Kings, came 

into the world to do:  

He came to die.  Myrrh was used in the process of embalm-

ing.  They would anoint the bodies with myrrh and spices in 

order to prepare them for burial.  While Jesus was alive, 

Mary Magdalene had anointed His feet with expensive per-

fume, most likely used for the same purpose.  And after Jesus 

was taken down from the cross, they rushed to put His body 

in the tomb before the Sabbath and the women came back 

later to anoint His body.  But there was no need, because He 

had already risen.  

     In those three gifts, we have a snapshot of Jesus’ earthly 

life.  The Son of God humbled Himself to come into the flesh 

as a child, born of Mary.  As He grew in fame and wisdom 

and favor with God and men, the people tried to place an 

earthly crown of gold upon His head, and when He refused, 

they sought to seal Him in the tomb for good, but they 

couldn’t do it.  What a gift that God came down to us.  What 

a gift that He refused all the kingdoms of the world, so that 

we could see His reign in heaven.  What a gift that because 

death no longer has dominion over Him, it no longer has any 

hold over us. 

 

In Christ, Pastor Kevin  

Christmas Gifts  
By Rev. Kevin Koester, Associate Pastor 
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Advent Midweek Schedule  
Sunday, Nov. 28 was the first Sunday of Advent 

     Wednesday, Dec. 1 

          6:00 p.m. Supper—Soups:  chicken noodle, Italian beef, chili 

          6:45 p.m. Hymn Sing 

          7:00 p.m. Midweek Worship Service 

Sunday, Dec. 5 is the second Sunday of Advent 

     Wednesday, Dec. 8 

          6:00 p.m. Supper—Pork loin sandwiches, baked beans, chips 

          6:45 p.m. Hymn Sing 

          7:00 p.m. Midweek Worship Service 

Sunday, Dec. 12 is the third Sunday of Advent 

     Wednesday, Dec. 15 

          6:00 p.m. Supper—Baked potato bar 

          6:45 p.m. Hymn Sing 

          7:00 p.m. Midweek Worship Service 

Sunday, Dec. 19 is the fourth Sunday of Advent 

     Wednesday, Dec. 22 

          6:00 p.m. Supper—Menu not available at this time 

          6:45 p.m. Hymn Sing 

          7:00 p.m. Midweek Worship Service 

 

Please check weekly bulletins for details.  Note — Advent Suppers will be held in the Activity Center  

On Sunday, December 5 at 6:00 p.m. Mt. Calvary members are 

invited to attend a special program at our LWML Meeting, where 

we will also enjoy Christmas treats!  Therefore encourage one another 

and build one another up, just as you are doing. 1 Thessalonians 5:11  Take joy 

in one another and in the bonds of Christian friendship. Share a prayer, a 

hymn, and a laugh.  Remind each other why are in this faith walk together. 
 

A new shipment of boxed cards has been received by the LWML and are on the rack in the Fellowship Hall.  

Christmas, sympathy, and other cards are available. 

 

The 62nd Convention of The South Dakota District will 

be held December 5-7, 2021 at the  

Sioux Falls Convention Center, Sioux Falls, SD.   

 

The convention theme is:  

"Rooted in Christ, Abounding in Thanksgiving"  

based on Colossians 2:6-7. 

 

Advent/Christmas Decorating in the Church  

On Monday, December 6 starting at 5:30 p.m.  

Please help us prepare the building for  

Advent and the Christmas season.   

Everyone is welcome to come and help! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS TO PLAN FOR: 

January 21, 2022 - March for Life in Washington DC 
 

Dear Mt Calvary members, it is time to become more specific on plans and details about the March 

for Life in Washington DC.  The March takes place on January 21, 2022.  This year there will also be 

LC-MS Life Ministry activities to attend.  More information is available on the table in the Fellowship 

Hall including a sign-up sheet so we can gather information from you and stay in contact.  Financial 

aid is available through the church.  If you would like to support the effort there is also a donation 

box.  There are thank you gifts available from me and my family, as well as from LCMS Life Ministry. 

Thank you for your partnership in the gospel!   

Pastor Chris 

 

January 30, 2022 - Walk for Life in Pierre, SD 

Christmas Poinsettias 
 

Donations are now being received for  

poinsettias to decorate the altar and chancel 

area in celebration of Jesus’ birth.   

Please mail your donation to the church or 

put it in an envelope marked “Poinsettia 

Fund” and place it in the offering plate.   

If you would like to donate in memory of a 

loved one, please write the name(s) on your 

“Poinsettia Fund” envelope or include a note.   

Checks may be made payable to LWML.  

Please Note! 
 

No Confirmation Classes on 

Wednesday, December 8. 
 

High School Youth Activities 

will not be held on  

Wednesdays during  

December. 

The Grill is scheduled for the 

December 8th date.   

 

The High School Youth will 

have a NYG fundraiser on the 

December 15th date. 

 

We still need a board or group 

to host on December 22.  If your 

board or group would like to host 

this Advent Supper and/or supply 

treats after the worship service, 

please sign up on the sheet on the 

counter in the Fellowship Hall.  

Dear Mt Calvary families, 

     During Christmas break, on Wednesday, December 29th, we are planning  

to have a Family Fun Night from about 6:00 to 8:30 p.m.   

     We plan to have one room where kids and adults can enjoy a safe and  

appropriate movie, another where board games and similar activities can be  

enjoyed, and another space (the gym) where active games can be played (like  

the high school group enjoys Wednesday nights).   

     We will have food such as pizza and snacks available in the Fellowship Hall.  

We look forward to seeing you there.                                          ~ Pastor Chris 
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Angela Lyon 

1056 Frank Ave SE 

Huron  SD  57350 

 

 

Jody Ramon 

1181 US Highway 70A 

Wilson  OK  Wilson 

 

 

Daniel Stanfield 

580 Montana Ave SW 

Huron  SD  57350 

Board of Evangelism is planning a winter clothing drive 
     We are asking 

for coats, hats, 

gloves, and other 

winter clothing 

items in high school 

student sizes.  

     It has come to 

our attention that 

there is a great  

need for this in  

Huron, due to a 

large influx of  

unaccompanied 

Guatemalan  

students, who may 

not be prepared  

for a South Dakota 

winter.   

     Please consider donating new or gently-used items by 

bringing them to church.  

     If you have any questions, contact Pastor Kevin or any member of 

the Board of Evangelism. 

Thank You! 

 

All Congregational  

Officers  
 

A reminder to have the annual recaps for 

your boards written and submitted to  

the church office no later than  

December 30th to allow time for the  

Annual Report to be printed prior  

to the Voter’s Assembly in January. 

 

Received Into Membership 
 

Larry Walz 

Prairie View Healthcare Center  

401 S 1st Ave 

Woonsocket  SD  57385  

In November boxes filled with clothing donated by members of 

Mt. Calvary and quilts assembled by quilters in our  

congregation were loaded up to be transported to an  

Orphan Grain Train warehouse for eventual shipment to 

areas of need worldwide as well as in the US.   

Thank you to all who contributed to this project! 

 

The hotline is free,  

confidential and  

available 24/7   



Children-Youth Ministry at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church  
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     Its hard to believe that November is over and December is already here!  The  

Preschool classroom has had so much fun this past month learning about Thanks-

giving, families, and turkeys!  As we move into the month of December we will  

be learning about Christmas and all that it entails!  We will learn about Jesus'  

birth during our Bible story time, each week adding on to the next part, starting 

with Mary's visit from the angel to them being visited by the wise men.  The key  

concepts that we focus on this month are: 

• Jesus is a gift from God. 

• The birth of Jesus was special. 

• Jesus was born to be the Savior of the world. 

 

     In our classroom you will see the children doing different learning activities to supplement these topics!  Such as making 

ornaments, playing Christmas bingo and creating a paper chain Christmas countdown!  We also will be doing some fun science 

experiments with real candy canes, decorating our classroom with snowflakes and patterning with Christmas lights!  In our 

sensory table you will see us using our fine motor skills with snow dough, ''ice cubes'' and polar animals!  

      We want to thank everyone who so generously donated item and bid on those items for our Fall Harvest Festival.  It  

really means a lot to our preschool and the kids that we serve.  

                                                                                            — Miss Melissa 
 

Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6 (ESV) 

“Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God.” Mark 10:14  

 

Apples for  

the Students -  
 

Here’s How  

You Can Help!  
 

Shop at Fair City Foods, save your receipts dated September 

1, 2021 through March 31, 2022 and put them in the collec-

tion box at the store or church.  Your receipts will earn us 

points for free classroom equipment, donated by the store!  

Thank you for supporting Mt. Calvary Preschool. 

A huge thank you to  

everyone who donated, 

came for the program, 

stayed for the meal or 

stopped by for carry out 

meals, or bid on all the 

amazing items that were 

donated for the live and 

online auctions.   

 

The Mt. Calvary Preschool  

Fall Harvest Festival & Auction  

in November was a great success!   

 
This is one of the major fundraisers for the preschool.   

The School Board appreciates everything that our church  

has done to make our preschool successful!!!  Without God’s 

grace and blessing and your 

help/donations we would not be 

able to continue with the mission 

work of teaching the children of so 

many families about God.   

 — School Board 

On Tuesday, November 2  

a portion of the proceeds  

for the day were donated  

to the Mt. Calvary Preschool 

Thanks to all who participated! 
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Children-Youth Ministry at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church  

“Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 19:14 

 
A Family Activity was held on Sunday, November 7th 

at Ralph and Kim Borkowski’s 

 

A number of families attended and had fun  

on a hayride, on pony rides, and playing games! 

 

Children’s  

Christmas  

Program  
 

The Sunday School  

Christmas Program  

will be held on  

Sunday, December 19,  

during the 10:30 a.m. 

worship service.   
 

A meal will follow  

the program. 
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Christmas — New Year’s Eve Worship Schedules  
 

Sunday, December 19 

     10:30 a.m. Sunday School Program 

  With Meal to Follow 

 

Friday, December 24 — Christmas Eve 

     3:30 p.m. Candle Light Service  

                   (In-Person/Livestreamed) 

     5:30 p.m. Candle Light Service  

                   (In-Person/Livestreamed) 

 

Saturday, December 25 — Christmas Day 

     9:30 a.m. Worship Service 

                   (In-Person/Livestreamed) 

 

Friday, December 31 — New Year’s Eve 

     7:00 p.m. Worship Service  

                   (In-Person/Livestreamed) 


