




 Some people are more 
talented than others 
◦ Might be bigger, taller, faster 
◦ Might be smarter or better at 

a certain activity 

 Some people have to 
overcome great obstacles 
◦ Bad family life, disability, 

trauma 

 Some cheaters and evil 
people get away with 
cheating and doing terrible 
things without being 
punished 

 Some people are framed for 
something they didn’t do 
 



 In our lesson tonight, there will 
be multiple examples of things 
that are unfair 

 And this isn’t the only place in 
the Bible that you can find 
these examples 

 But even when the world is 
unfair, God is still there. He 
listens, He cares, and He hurts 
when we are hurt 

 Most importantly, God is still 
working to bring good things 
out of the evil we see 

 Out of the evil act of crucifying 
an innocent Jesus, God brings 
forgiveness and life to us 

 Read Genesis 27:41-44. What 
was Esau’s reaction to being 
tricked and what did Jacob do? 



 Last time, we heard that 
Esau was so angry that he 
wanted to kill his brother 
Jacob, but his mom 
Rebekah heard about it 

 Rebekah told her favorite 
son Jacob to go stay with 
Laban, her brother, until 
Esau cooled off 

 Jacob did not see Esau or 
the rest of his family again 
for many years 

 Read Genesis 28:10-22. 
Even though Jacob messed 
up really badly, what does 
God remind him of and how 
does He do it? 



 One night when Jacob is on the 
run, he sleeps with his head on 
a rock 

 In a dream, Jacob is shown a 
ladder going up to heaven, 
with angels and God on His 
throne 

 God reminds Jacob of His 
promises about Canaan and 
Jacob’s descendants blessing 
all families of the earth 

 Jacob was amazed and called 
that place “Bethel,” which 
means “House of God” 

 Read Genesis 29:1, 5-6, 9-12, 
15-18, 21, 25-30. After this 
amazing experience, how was 
Jacob deceived for a change? 
 



 When Jacob finally arrived 
to see Laban, he fell in love 
with Rachel, one of Laban’s 
daughters 

 Jacob thought he made a 
deal to work 7 years for 
Laban, so he could marry 
Rachel, but when 7 years 
were up, he didn’t get to 
marry her  

 Instead, Laban snuck his 
older daughter Leah into 
Jacob’s tent, so Jacob 
worked 7 more years in 
order to marry Rachel 

 How does it feel to be 
tricked? 
 



 When we are tricked, we 
feel a wide range of 
emotions: 
◦ Confusion 
◦ Betrayal 
◦ Anger 
◦ Sadness 

 Even though Jacob was 
tricked, he did not leave 
Laban or Leah, and he loved 
Rachel so much that he was 
willing to go through 
anything to be with her 

 Read Genesis 29:31 and 
30:1, 22. How did God try 
to even out a bad situation? 

 



 Even though God never approves of 
having multiple wives or husbands 
(polygamy), He makes the best of the 
situation 

 God knew that Jacob did not choose 
Leah and even hated her, so he gave 
her many children to not make the 
situation worse 

 Rachel had trouble having children, 
so even though Jacob loved her, she 
became jealous and sad 

 Finally, God gave Rachel a son, 
Joseph, and Joseph was Jacob’s 
favorite, because he was Rachel’s son 

 King David and Jesus would come 
from the line of Judah, one of Leah’s 
sons 

 Read Genesis 32:3-11. After leaving 
Laban, what made Jacob afraid to go 
home and what did he do about it? 



 In order to follow God’s 
command, Jacob had to go 
through Esau’s territory 

 He was really afraid, so he 
sent a gift of livestock 
ahead of him  

 Messengers said Esau had 
400 men, so Jacob divided 
his group and sent women 
and children ahead so Esau 
would be less likely to 
attack 

 Read Genesis 32:24-28. 
While Jacob was alone and 
dreading the confrontation 
with Esau, what happens? 



 After Jacob is alone, a man 
comes and wrestles with 
him until the morning 

 In order to defeat Jacob, the 
man touches his hip and 
puts it out of its socket 

 Jacob realizes the man is 
God, so he doesn’t stop 
until he gets a blessing 

 Finally, Jacob (heel-grabber) 
is blessed and God changes 
his name to Israel (fights 
with God) 

 Read Genesis 33:1-4. What 
happens when Jacob finally 
meets his brother again? 



 As Jacob limped over to see his 
brother Esau, he bowed to him 
7 times, showing how humbly 
sorry he was 

 After Jacob’s suffering and 
wrestling with God, he’s a 
different person than he was 
before 

 Instead of attacking him or 
killing him, Esau ran up and 
embraced his brother, crying 
tears of joy 

 Somewhere along the way, 
Esau gave up his grudge and 
started to miss his brother 
again 

 What does it feel like to be 
forgiven or to forgive 
somebody else? 
 
 



 Forgiving someone else can 
make us feel free, because 
the anger and resentment 
no longer weighs us down 

 Being forgiven is also like a 
weight off of our shoulders, 
causing us to be joyful and 
feel relief  

 Now, Jacob can travel 
safely, Esau can meet his 
niece and nephews, and 
God’s plan can continue to 
move forward 

 Read Genesis 37:3-11. 
After this problem was 
over, what was the next 
family problem? 



 Rachel’s son Joseph was 
Jacob’s favorite, because he 
loved Rachel and he had 
thought his chance to have 
children with her was over 

 As his favorite, Joseph 
received good treatment 
and gifts from his father, 
including a beautiful multi-
colored coat 

 When Joseph started talking 
about dreams where he 
ruled over his brothers, 
they hated Joseph even 
more 

 Read Genesis 37:19-21, 
23-24, 26-27, 31-33. What 
did Joseph’s brothers 
decide to do? 
 



 At first, his brothers wanted 
to kill him, but they threw 
him into a pit instead 

 Then, they saw slave 
traders going by and sold 
Joseph to them for silver 

 Finally, his brothers took 
his coat, dipped it in goat’s 
blood, pretending that 
Joseph was killed by a wild 
animal 

 Jacob was devastated and 
mourned his son for many 
days 

 Read Genesis 39:1-2, 19-
23, and 41:56-57. How 
does God bring good out of 
evil in these verses? 



 First, God gave Joseph a 
good master named 
Potiphar, who recognized 
Joseph’s talent and 
promoted him 

 Second, after Potiphar’s 
wife accused him, Potiphar 
did not kill him and the 
master of the jail put 
Joseph in charge of the 
other prisoners 

 Third, God gives Joseph the 
ability to interpret dreams 
and he interprets Pharaoh’s 
dreams, causing him to rise 
to power in Egypt and save 
them from famine 
 
 



 When Joseph’s family 
struggled with famine, 
Joseph’s brothers come to him 
for help 

 At first, he was angry and 
accused them of being spies, 
put them in jail, and tested 
them 

 Eventually, Joseph reveals 
himself, gives them food, and 
welcomes them in, even 
though he could’ve easily had 
them killed or sold into slavery 

 Read Genesis 45:5-8, 46:2-4. 
How else did God bring good 
out of evil in each of these 
sections? 
 



 God helps Joseph save 
his family from famine, 
which he couldn’t have 
done if he wasn’t in 
Egypt 

 Lastly, God brings 
Joseph’s whole family to 
Egypt and lets them live 
in a wonderful land 
called Goshen, where 
they will do very well for 
a short time 

 Read Genesis 28:15 and 
39:2, 23. What helped 
Joseph to keep going? 
 



 If Joseph didn’t trust and 
have hope in God, he 
wouldn’t have made it 
through 

 He could’ve felt that his 
situation was hopeless, 
everything was against him, 
and there was no use trying 
anymore 

 But with God, we know He 
has a plan and He will guide 
us, even when the path is 
roughest 

 Who’s somebody you know 
who’s having a hard time? 
Let’s pray for them. 



 If not done already, 
go through and 
complete all of 
lesson 8 and write 
in your answers 
when asked for 

 Keep up with 
previous lessons 


