
Dear friends in Christ, 

     I love November.  I love No-

vember because Thanksgiving is 

in November and Thanksgiving, 

well, what’s not to like!  

     Stuffing and mashed potatoes 

and turkey and pumpkin pie and 

pecan pie and cranberry sauce, 

and I could go on!  The feast is a 

celebration of the work that has 

led to the harvest and the fact 

the there is now a time of rest.  

But I’m not talking about the rest 

one gets from being on the couch 

in front of football games on the 

TV. 

     I am talking about the kind of 

rest that comes from knowing 

that the Lord has once again 

brought forth, from the same soil 

he cursed, a harvest to feed his 

people.  He has blessed the labors 

of his people and given us our 

daily bread.  As Luther says in the 

small catechism, “Daily bread 

includes everything that has to do 

with the support and needs of 

the body, such as meat, drink, 

clothing, shoes, house, home-

stead, field, cattle, money, goods, a pious spouse, pious chil-

dren, pious servants, pious and faithful magistrates, good gov-

ernment, good weather, peace, health, discipline, honor, good 

friends, faithful neighbors, and the like.” 

     I enjoy the act of gathering at home and in church simply 

to give thanks to God for loving us in Christ past, present, 

and forever.  I am uplifted when we gather to sing and praise 

God for his gifts of forgiveness life and salvation. 

     I am thankful to the Lord for you, Mt. Calvary - for your 

work and witness prompted by the Lord.  I’m thankful for 

your love and friendship.  I’m thankful for the way you offer 

your gifts of all kinds to make Mt. Calvary a congregation and 

place that is ready to receive people in an honorable way to 

bless Huron.  I’m thankful for your endurance as we work to 

maintain our close fellowship in the midst of work and plan-

ning that could otherwise be very divisive.  I’m thankful for 

the gift of your time in word and sacrament ministry through-

out each week.  

     As our family gathers this Thanksgiving, we will each take 

time before we dig into the meal to share what we are thankful 

for.  This congregation and call will be on my heart and I pray 

Mt. Calvary is on your hearts as well.  Give thanks to God for 

this fellowship we have, but also pray for our neighbors around 

the world who long for this - that we might share the kindness 

and love of Christ our savior with the result that others join in 

giving thanks.  

     One prayer we often say in our home before we eat is, 

“Dear God, thank you for our food, our family, and our faith.  

Please help everyone who does not have these things.  Amen.” 

 

Thanks be to God, 

Pastor Chris 

Our Daily Bread  
By Rev. Chris Navurskis,  

Senior Pastor 
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Dear members and friends of Mt. Calvary, 

     Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!  

As I am writing this, the harvest in South Dakota is nearing its 

completion.  Just the other day, I watched as the field by my 

twin home was harvested.  For a period of time, I could hear 

the dull roar of powerful machinery and then, as soon as it 

had started, the roar stopped and the field was bare.  Last 

year, for the first time, I had the chance to ride in a combine 

as the harvest was going on.  In fact, it was one of our mem-

ber’s combines and they saved a portion of the field just for 

me, so that I could know what it was like.  It would’ve been 

tough for me to climb the ladder, but I stepped into a loader,  

I was raised up, and I stepped off onto the platform.  After I 

found my seat, it was explained to me how everything worked 

and I rode along as the rest of the harvest was finished.  It was 

so interesting to me, that I plan to do the very same thing 

again this year.  

     For farmers, their crop is so valuable.  When they sell 

what they have grown, they can support themselves and their 

families.  And if the crop is good, everybody benefits by re-

ceiving the food that they need to stay strong and healthy.   

Jesus talks many times about the process of growth and also 

the process of “bringing in the sheaves.”  Matthew 9:35-38 

says “And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching 

in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and 

healing every disease and every affliction. When he saw the 

crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed 

and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his 

disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; there-

fore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers 

into his harvest.”  It is clear here that Jesus is not talking about 

a normal harvest.   

     Just like Jesus was not aiming to help His disciples catch 

more fish, He is not hoping here that they can be more effi-

cient in the field, with more people wielding a sickle.  Jesus is 

using a commonly-known and essential activity to communi-

cate the importance of bringing people to faith in Him.  Jesus’ 

words “the harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few” still ring 

true today and perhaps to an even greater extent.  The har-

vest is plentiful because there are tons of people out there 

who are waiting to hear the Good News.  But if they go un-

harvested due to a lack of laborers, then they waste away in 

the field.  These laborers are not only faithful Christian people 

who walk in the truth, but those who will share that truth 

with others by teaching and preaching.  Laborers must be 

found, encouraged, supported, and valued to the highest de-

gree. 

     These were some of the thoughts that I had while I was 

planning and as we were going on the trip to Concordia Uni-

versity, St. Paul.  And in my initial contact with CSP, I found 

people who shared my thoughts and my desire for more la-

borers in the harvest.  One of the first people that I talked to 

was Jane, who had been a Lutheran school teacher for many 

years, but now had taken a job as director of congregational 

relations at her alma mater.  She let me know that the idea I 

had would actually be a first at CSP, at least for as long as she 

had been back.  Congregations had not brought students so 

young to show them the Concordia University system, but 

the Concordias had been trying hard to make something like 

this happen.  In the past, perhaps congregations had thought 

the visit would be over the heads of the kids or that it would 

be too soon to consider future plans like this, but for whatev-

er the reason, it had not happened.  Whatever kind of visit 

we planned, we knew there were going to be things that 

were more engaging and interesting.  And we knew that 

there would be other things that did not hit the mark, but we 

did not want to let that discourage us.  

     An ingredient that we knew would be really important 

was interactions with students.  Jane invited some students to 

come hang out with us on Sunday night.  It was so interesting 

to hear the student’s stories.  There was one student who 

was studying to become a genetic counselor, someone who 

helps people through the reality of potential genetic disor-

ders.  She mentioned that part of the reason she was doing 

this was because of her faith.  She was told that there need to 

be more Christians in this field, because a number of counse-

lors steer people in the direction of abortion once they dis-

cover their baby has a genetic disorder.   

     Another student thought for the longest time that he 

wanted to be a pilot or an air traffic controller, but ultimately 

could not because of his poor vision.  God had different plans 

for him and he is now studying to become a church worker.  

There were many others who talked about the generations 

of church workers in their own families and how they got to 

see the work of the Gospel being done.  We truly never 

know exactly what God has planned for us or our loved 

ones, so we need to be receptive and willing to encounter 

the invitation as it comes.  

     It was a wonderful surprise to see how quickly the CSP 

students took our students under their wing, albeit for just a 

short time.  This says to me that they also realize the incredi-

ble importance of what Jesus said about laborers for the har-

vest and that they had their part to play as encouragers.  In 

addition to the students, there were many professors, coach-

es, and other people who took time out of their day to let us 

know how important this time of contemplation and reflec-

tion was.   

     As we went throughout the rest of the trip, I thought 

how many of these moments are gold.  And if I wasn’t already 

thinking about it enough, I rediscovered a passage that ap-

pears on one of the walls at CSP.  Proverbs 16:16 says, “How 

much better to get wisdom than gold! To get understanding is to 

be chosen rather than silver.”  We pray that our students, 

wherever they go in life, would be able to absorb every 

ounce of Godly wisdom that they can and treasure the sweet 

words of the Gospel, so that they may also be be workers in 

the harvest.  

In Christ, Pastor Kevin  

 

See photos from the trip on the next page. 

Harvest Laborers 
By Rev. Kevin Koester 
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We had six students and four chaperones (including Pastor Kevin) attend the Confirmation Retreat at Concordia University St. 

Paul.  The trip went very well and thank you to all those who volunteered to chaperone.  We also appreciate all those who 

kept us in your prayers as we traveled and enjoyed our trip.  

     St. Stephanus Lutheran Church in St. Paul, MN graciously offered to host us and the group arrived late Friday evening to 

stay at the church.  The group was fascinated with the old-fashioned pipe organ and the beautiful church building.  

     On Saturday, the group enjoyed CSP Homecoming festivities, including a football game and a carnival.  With the wristband, 

they got unlimited rides and junk food.  

     On Sunday, we worshiped at St. Stephanus and then explored the Twin Cities area, including downtown and Minnehaha 

Falls.  On Sunday evening, we were invited to meet with CSP students over pizza, many of them studying to be teachers, direc-

tors of Christian education, or simply being faithful Christian people in other professions.  They explained what led them to 

CSP, what it is like to study there, any challenges they’ve faced, and answered any questions our students had.  

     On Monday, the students met with admissions, received a campus tour, worshiped in Chapel, spoke with CSP President 

Brian Friedrich and Rev. Dr. Mark Koschmann, toured the athletic facilities and spoke with Head Football Coach Shannon Cur-

rier, got a peek backstage at CSP Theater, had lunch in the Student Life Center, and then listened to a presentation by Rev. Dr. 

Jeff Kloha, who brought a 500 year old Luther Bible and a letter Luther wrote.  

     In between the planned activities, we had many faith conversations around the dinner table or on the couches, enjoyed 

playing many different games, and got to know our brothers and sisters in the faith.  Many left talking about when they could 

come back, so we are talking about doing more of these events in the future.                                       In Christ, Pastor Kevin  
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Mia Kruse 

4001 24th Ave S 

Minneapolis MN 55406 

 

Dallas & Elizabeth McLeod 

115 Fox Hunt LN 

Southern Pines NC 28387 

 

Zach Schroder 

24749 SD Highway 37 

Mitchell  SD  57301 

 

At the Quarterly Voters’ Assembly  

on October 19th these officers  

were elected for terms starting  

in January of 2022  
 

VICE PRESIDENT  Ryan Kruse 
 

ELDER - Four to be elected each year.  Chad Hanson, Dan Florey, Ryan Vanden Berge, Leonard Wonnenberg  
 

YOUTH, CHAIR  Natasha Airheart 
 

EVANGELISM, CHAIR  Neal Cruse 
 

SCHOOL BOARD, CHAIR  Dawn Eining 
 

FINANCE BOARD MEMBER - Two to be elected each year.  Rosalie Pownell, Judy Tschetter 
 

TRUSTEE, MEMBER  Terry McHenry 

 

Thank you to new officers, continuing officers, and outgoing officers for serving the Lord in this way. 

Hello brothers and sisters in Christ, 

     The Stewardship Board would like to inform everyone that our 

checking and savings balances have been moving in a downward 

direction.  As of September 30, 2021, Mt. Calvary has tapped into 

these balances in the amount of $34,000 to pay our current bills.  

At this pace, our situation would become dire.  With God’s help, 

the Stewardship Board prayerfully asks for your assistance to  

rectify our situation.  

     If you are currently not attending church services for any  

reason or are viewing services via livestream, and would like more  

self addressed stamped envelopes, please contact the church office.  If you would like to 

give a one time or monthly payment using electronic tools available at your bank, we can 

assist with setting that up as well.  

     2022 Offering Envelopes will be put out mid-December.  If you are unavailable to pick 

them up from your church mailbox in the Fellowship Hall, please call the church office and 

we will get them to you.   

     Please pray about our current situation.                                

Thank You and God Bless! 

“For all things are possible with God.”  Mark 10:27                          Board of Stewardship 

 

 

Choir practice has resumed on  

Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.  

All are welcome!  

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING 

EVENTS TO  

PLAN FOR: 

 

January 21, 2022  

- March for Life 

   in Washington DC 

 

January 30, 2022  

- Walk for Life in Pierre SD 
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NOVEMBER SCHEDULE  
 

Tuesday, November 2 - All Day 

—Preschool Fundraiser at Godfather’s 
 

Saturday, November 6 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

—A Lutheran Understanding of Spiritual Warfare (see information below) 
 

Sunday, November 7 from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

—Family Activity—Bonfire at Borkowski’s (see pgae 6) 
 

Sunday, November 21 starts at 4:00 p.m. 

—Preschool Fall Harvest Festival (see page 5) 
 

Wednesday, November 24 at 7:00 p.m. 

—Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service  
 

Thursday-Friday, November 25-26 

—Church Office Closed 
 

Sunday, November 28 at 6:00 p.m. 

—Advent by Candlelight 

 

Please check weekly bulletins for more details 

A Lutheran Understanding of Spiritual Warfare 
Saturday November 6th, 2021 

Our Savior Lutheran Church in Aberdeen, SD 

Pastor Kevin will be attending this presentation.   
If you are interested in going, please contact Pastor Kevin.  

Schedule: 

 
  
We live in a world and culture that at the same time rejects and embraces spiritual realities.  We are often bom-
barded with the perspectives of other Christians or even the world’s view on this, but how do we as Lutherans un-
derstand these realities?  How do we understand them in a way which is faithful to Scripture and confesses Jesus?  
Learn what our Lutheran understanding is and how Jesus’ work on the cross remains the center of His work today.   

It is free to attend, and all are welcome.   
If you plan to attend, please call Our Savior LutheranChurch at 605-225-7106 to assist the plans for lunch. 
  
About the Presenter:  Rev. Dr. Robert Bennett currently serves as the Executive Director of Luther Academy, an or-
ganization which provides quality instruction in Lutheran Doctrine to pastors and church workers around the world 
where such preparation is limited.  He also serves as Guest Professor of Missions at Concordia Theological Seminary 
in Fort Wayne, IN.  He is the author of “I Am Not Afraid” and “Afraid” published by Concordia Publishing House. 

  9:00AM - 10:00AM Session 1: Rev. Dr. Bennett 

10:00AM - 10:20AM Break 

10:20AM - 11:20AM Session 2: Rev. Dr. Bennett 

11:30AM - 12:30PM Lunch 

12:30PM - 1:30PM Q/A with Rev. Dr. Bennett 



Children-Youth Ministry at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church  
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     October held lots of fun surprises for the children of Mt. Calvary Preschool!  One of 

your members, Clint Bartel, was kind enough to share his collection of Native American 

artifacts he has collected over the years in honor of Native American day on the 11th.  

We really enjoyed all the knowledge he shared on the subject, and especially enjoyed 

getting to touch and feel all the neat items!  I think the favorites were the hollowed out 

gourd rattles and the buffalo hide!  We also had a field trip to the fire station and got to 

see all the big fire engines, ambulance, and what the firefighters look like when they are in 

their gear.  They even turned on the ambulance lights for us!  

     For our Bible stories, we had the battle of Jericho, Samson, and Ruth.  Samson was 

quite a character in God’s story, and he’s not a role model.  He makes bad choices 

throughout his adult life.  He had little control over his temper; people easily manipulated him; he was violent and very arro-

gant.  What a surprising person for God to choose!  On the surface, his life looked like a disaster.  But God does not just 

work on the surface.  He had long-term plans to free his people from the Philistines who had taken over Israel.  Nothing could 

stop God’s plans:  not even a deeply flawed man like Samson.  But the people could not see God’s big plan.  They could only 

see Samson messing up, time after time, until finally, he seemed utterly defeated and humbled.  God gave Samson incredible 

strength, but Samson relied on that strength instead of on God.  Only when Samson’s strength was gone was he able to  

repent, and then God put his plan into action.  God was able to destroy all of the Philistine leadership in one blow and free his 

people.  God can help us do great things if we humble ourselves also!  

     The children are practicing our songs for the preschool fall harvest festival on Sunday, November 21.  They are looking 

forward to performing them for all of you!                                                                                                — Miss Melissa 
 

Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6 (ESV) 

“Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God.” Mark 10:14  

 

Family Activity  

on Sunday, November 7th 

 

3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

 

At Ralph and Kim Borkowski’s 

 

Bonfire—Hot Dogs—Brats—Games—Fun Time 

On Tuesday, November 2  

a portion of the proceeds  

for the day will be donated  

to the Mt. Calvary Preschool 

 

Apples for  

the Students -  
 

Here’s How  

You Can Help!  
 

Shop at Fair City Foods, save your receipts dated September 

1, 2021 - March 31, 2022 and put them in the collection box 

at the store or church.  Your receipts will earn us points for 

free classroom equipment, donated by the store!  Thank you 

for supporting Mt. Calvary Preschool. 
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Children-Youth Ministry at Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church  

“Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 19:14 

 

The next LCMS Youth Gathering 
will be July 9-13, 2022  
in Houston, TX.   
 

The theme is “In All Things” and is centered 
around Colossians 1:15-20.  

 
The LCMS Youth Gathering’s primary focus is for youth participants between the ages of 14 to 19.   
 

To register for the 2022 Gathering, youth participants must meet ONE of the two following eligibility requirements:  Must be 14 
years old at the time of the Gathering - OR - Entering his or her ninth-grade year at the time of the Gathering.   
 

Students who are 19 and older, one year out of high school, or have been to at least one previous Gathering can apply to be a 
Young Adult Volunteer.   
 

Registration will open in November 2021.  So, we need to identify who our Mt. Calvary  
participants will be.  You can do that by returning this information to Pastor Chris… 
 

Name:____________________________________________________________________   
 
Parent(s) Name(s): __________________________________________________________ 
 
Email address: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone number (where we can send text messages): ________________________________ 

Mt. Calvary Preschool  

Fall Harvest Festival & Auction    
Sunday, November 21, 2021 

 

Our singing program will begin at 4:00 p.m. with a meal and auction to follow. 
 

We will be offering our meal both in-person for those who want to attend,  

and as a carry-out meal for those who prefer that option.   
Chuck Kranz will be cooking again this year and  

our menu will be pulled pork sandwiches, baked beans, chips, and dessert.   
 

Details on carry-out meals will be announced as we get closer to the festival date. 
 

Please consider donating services or other goods, creating crafts, making treats or baked goods for the auction to support our 

preschool.  If you are considering donating non-food items, we would ask that, if possible, you bring to the church a week or 

two ahead of the auction so they can be displayed in the Fellowship Hall and by the preschool room for all to view.  If you are 

considering donating a baked good or any food item, please bring a few days prior to or on the day of the auction.  
 

The School Board, teachers, and students deeply appreciate everything that our congregation and its members have done and 

continue to do to help make our preschool successful!!!  Without God’s grace and blessing and your help/donations we would 

not be able to continue our mission work of teaching children of so many families about God.   

 

If you have questions about the fall festival or donating  

please feel free to contact Dawn Eining, Debbie Busch, or any school board member. 
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